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Chris Cooper of Pitt Meadows lead his twenty-person crew across the Strait of Georgia on April 18 in a custom-made outrigger canoe.  They
didn’t break their previous record but completed the trip from Seal Beach on the mainland to Errol Fisher’s in Active Pass, Mayne Island.

GULF ISLAND WATER 
TREATMENT SOLUTIONS

Well Water •  Rain Water •  Surface Water

• Davnor BioSand Filter
• Reverse Osmosis
• Ultraviolet
• Whole-House Filters

Remove: 
Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic

320 Mary St, Victoria                   (250) 383-4558
www.watertiger.net

GULF ISLANDS’
SPEAKER SERIES

HEAL THE OCEAN:  LOCAL, NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ACTION
TO SAVE THE SEAS WITH GUEST SPEAKER DR. ROD FUJITA

Galiano Island: Saturday, May 15, 2004, 2:30pm 
South Galiano Island Hall

THE JADE COAST WITH GUEST SPEAKER DR. ROB W. BUTLER

Gabriola Island: Wednesday, May 26, 7:30pm 
Gabriola Island Community Hall

Pender Island: Thursday, May 27, 7:00pm
Pender Island Public Library

Mayne Island: Friday, May 28, 7:30pm; Agriculture Hall

Saturna Island: Saturday, May 29, 1:00pm
Saturna Island Community Hall

Information: (604) 685-7445 or www.cpawsbc.org
Thank you Vancouver Foundation, VanCity Credit Union & Pacific WildLife Foundation for your support.

Complete Rainwater Harvesting Systems
Roof to Tap Design

• Polypropylene-lined 
Steel Cisterns—
4,000–30,000 gallons

• Roof Washers 
• Gravity Filters

Bob Burgess 250-246-2155
www.rainwaterconnection.com

DESIGN • SALES • INSTALLATION

Elect Andrew Lewis
Green Party
Saanich-Gulf Islands

250-381-2737
www.andrewlewis.ca
www.greenparty.ca

Authorized by the Official Agent for Andrew Lewis

Salt Spring’s Sustainability Expo ~ Ken Rouleau

The Sustainability Expo 2004 on Salt Spring
Island last weekend pioneered new ground
towards a sustainable world, or as one
participant put it: ‘pioneering old ground in a
new way.’

The two day event sprouted by SEEDS (Salt
Spring EcoVillage Education and Development
Society) and dubbed ‘the greening of Salt
Spring’, brought together 20 organizations all
dedicated to aspects of the overall sustainability
solution needed in our present society. Issues
like energy conservation, waste management,
alternative non-polluting energies and
transportation, land use, safe foods, affordable
housing, composting, home building, and
green politics were faced head- on for the first
time in the same room.

The question of appropriate and long term
growth and development is rarely given its
proper due or public voice. Sustainability is not
in the government’s agenda or on the stock
market, it is not taught through television, nor
is it taught to our children—unless we do it
ourselves. 

Addressing the most crucial issues today
was only one small part of this Expo as practical
and visionary solutions were offered freely for
everyone to learn about at information tables
and during workshops. Organic foods and
beverages were provided at the SEEDS Café.
Massage tables, marimba music, children’s
visions of an EcoVillage, discussion groups,
Raging Grannies and a celebration of diversity
under a mutual umbrella of ‘sustainability’
filled the hall throughout the weekend,
attended by between 700 and 1,000 locals and
tourists.

Of the many excellent presentations, several
truly caught the public interest and packed the
hall—Dan Jason from the Seed Sanctuary
project, Brandy McPhersom from O.U.R.
EcoVillage, and Cobworks on building homes
with cob and clay materials. The pinnacle of the
weekend was the Saturday evening
presentation given by eco-visionary Guy
Dauncey, attended by 80 people. He gave an
inspiring, knowledgeable and balanced talk
that emphasized the spiritual reality of our lives
as much as the embodiment of these higher
values in the way we relate daily to the physical
world. Dauncey's talk was a blend of hard-
hitting solid facts and visionary pathways that
make the most sense in our current earth crisis.

In essence, the entire Expo was a showcase
of common sense. Oil reserve and security
problems?—BioDiesel, alternate fuels and a
baseline report on appropriate energy
strategies. Mad cow and Mad carrot
diseases?—organic foods and Heritage seeds.
Unaffordable housing and urban congestion?—
fair land reform bylaws, cob and natural-built
homes, ecovillages, and alternative
transportation. Bad policies?—green the
government and corporations. Poisoned future
generations?—sustainability, sustainability,
sustainability!!

The call for environmental awareness and
sustainable economics in social growth has
been rising for the last 40 years. It has been the
mantra of David Suzuki for decades, the direct
action of Greenpeace, and the challenge of
farmers worldwide. In the face of rampant

BC’s rockfish still in
peril, says Sierra Club
Rockfish Conservation Areas (RCAs) announced
March 26 by Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) fall
far short of meeting conservation targets, says the BC
Chapter of the Sierra Club of Canada and the Living
Oceans Society. The groups are calling for a more
open and scientifically defensible process for
establishing RCAs in coastal waters.

‘While we support the establishment of RCAs, the
sites announced are predominantly selected by
fishing interests, allowing economic and other criteria
to override biological considerations,’ said Sierra
Club’s Vicky Husband. ‘The only publicly acceptable
approach for recovering these depleted populations is
one with a solid scientific foundation.’

According to the Sierra Club, public meetings
hosted by DFO in January confirmed that the current
RCAs are not based on scientifically defensible
criteria, and fall short of meeting conservation goals
identified by DFO’s own scientists. ‘DFO only looked
at the available fisheries and habitat data after the
areas had already been chosen. Thus, they largely
ignored the accepted scientific principles of rockfish
refugia design,’ noted Jeff Ardron. 

Conservationists and marine scientists were also
quick to point out that regardless of progress on
RCAs, serial depletion of rockfish will continue as
long as directed and indirect fishing of rockfish
remains at current levels. ‘Allowing these fisheries to
continue without adequately addressing these
fundamental problems is nothing short of reckless,’
added Husband. ‘We once again repeat our call: place
a moratorium on all directed rockfish fisheries in the
Strait of Georgia.’ ✐

Environment
groups oppose 
Sumas 2 appeal
Two BC environmental organizations
are going to court to support a National
Energy Board ruling that blocked the
construction of a power plant near
Abbotsford.

The Society Promoting
Environmental Conservation (SPEC)
and the David Suzuki Foundation will
jointly oppose the Sumas Energy 2
appeal on the grounds that the proposed
power plant poses unacceptable
environmental and health risks for the
Fraser Valley. The groups are being
represented by Sierra Legal Defence
Fund lawyer Tim Howard.

‘Most people in BC agree this is the
wrong power plant in the wrong
location,’ said SPEC coordinator Ivan
Bulic. ‘In its appeal Sumas Energy 2 is
now claiming that NAFTA overrides the
power of the NEB, a Canadian agency, to
protect the health and environment of
British Columbia residents.’

Earlier this month, Sumas 2
announced it will appeal the National
Energy Board’s decision to deny the US
power company’s application to build a
power line to the company’s proposed
power plant in Sumas, Washington. The
National Energy Board rejected Sumas
Energy’s plan because it is too
environmentally risky.

Thousands of Fraser Valley and
Whatcom County (US) residents
opposed the gas-fired power plant,
which they say will dump up to three
tonnes of hazardous pollutants a day
into the Lower Fraser Valley air shed.

Also opposed to Sumas Energy 2’s
appeal motion are the Province of BC,
the GVRD, BC Agriculture Minister
John van Dongen, the City of
Abbotsford, Conservative MP Chuck
Strahl,  and the Sto:lo First Nation.

‘The appeal does not serve the
interest of Canadians,’ said Sierra Legal
lawyer Tim Howard. ‘If SE2 wins its
appeal, it would seriously erode
Canadian control over Canadian
resources and laws.’ ✐

EXPO, please turn to page 5 



Participating in team sports can reduce levels of depression in
youth, a recent University of Victoria study shows. Psychology
graduate student Erin Boone surveyed 455 youth from grades 8
to 10 at Oak Bay High School, in Victoria, about their
involvement in team sports and other physical activities and
found that youth who reported positive experiences in team
sports had lower levels of depression.

Poor body image, lack of social acceptance and low athletic
competence are associated with higher levels of depression in

youth. Boone looked at how positive and negative experiences in
team sports can impact these risks. ‘When it comes to exercise
and learning new skills, having fun may motivate youth more
than high levels of competition, something those involved in
youth and sports should consider,’ says Bo0ne.

‘Interaction with peers, positive feedback from coaches and
teammates, and having an opportunity to appreciate what you
can do with your body, can reduce the risk of depression in
youth. Positive team sports can provide these opportunities and
may be particularly beneficial to girls, who are twice as likely as
boys to develop depression by late adolescence.’ She says youth
recreation programs should encourage teens to participate in
team sports by offering a variety of activities in a welcoming and
enjoyable environment.

Boone received funding for her study from the Michael Smith
Foundation for Health Research, the Canadian Institutes for
Health Research and the Sarah Spencer Foundation for Social
Sciences Research. ✐
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ADD ONE HOUR FOR PACIFIC DAYLIGHT TIME

LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA

SSTTAANNDDIINNGG SSEEAAMM MMEETTAALL RROOOOFFIINNGG
FFOORR WWAATTEERR CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIOONN SSYYSSTTEEMMSS

ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE SHAKE & SHINGLE

250-381-2157    CELL 250-361-5028 
FAX 250-383-2198

Serving the Gulf Islands for 20 Years

CONCRETE & AGGREGATE DIVISION
Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C. V84 2A6

For an appointment call Mark Sun at:
250-655-3339 or 250-216-6063

Suffering from arthritis, frozen
shoulders, knee pain, lower back

pain, sciatica etc.?
Try herbal patches–a scientific technique from
China that combines Traditional Chinese
Medicine, acunpuncture and accupressure. Our
patches contain more than 30 effective herbs
and have no side effects.

Surprising Results! 
Patches, placed on pain points, can

help you recover up to 95% in 7 days.

Oriental Health
Centre  
Sidney, BC

OCEANFRONT LOTSOCEANFRONT LOTS
PENDER ISLAND

Brian Harris - Dave Cochlan
604-664-7630

www.landquest.com

War in the Wards? ~ Marjorie Griffin Cohen 

B
y June of this year, 6,000 health care service workers will
have lost their jobs as government health care authorities
contract out the work those unionized workers once

provided. So it should be no surprise that following a three-day
strike the provincial government legislated Hospital Employees
Union (HEU) members back to work on Wednesday, April 28.
The government cut their wages by 11% and increased hours of
work in the imposed two-year contract. 

The BC government’s previous legislation promoting health
care privatization is also deeply troubling. It is destroying the pay
equity gains that women doing support work in the health care
sector have made during the past 30 years. The effect on wages
and conditions of work has been stunning: wages in the areas
that have been privatized have been cut almost in half and most
benefits have been eliminated or drastically reduced. 

That BC’s Liberal government has done these things is not
surprising. That a union has aided them is a grave
disappointment; the process of wage reduction has been
facilitated by the Industrial, Wood and Allied Workers of Canada
(IWA), which has taken advantage of the attempts by
government to undermine the role of the Hospital Employees
Union. 

Pay-Equity Gains Reversed 
Eighty-five percent of HEU’s over 40,000 members are women.
It is also a union that represents a larger proportion of
immigrant women, visible minority women, and older women
than is present in BC’s general working population. 

In the absence of the pay equity legislation that exists in most
other Canadian provinces and territories, pay equity in BC has
been achieved primarily through the efforts of unions and the
requirement, through the NDP government of the 1990s, that
the public sector raise wages of low-income workers. 

These pay equity gains, however, are being reversed through
privatization. In 2002, the Liberal government passed Bill 29,
which unilaterally altered collective agreements between health
care employers and unions and removed job-security and
contracting-out provisions. Bill 94, passed in 2003, prohibited
collective agreements with private health-care contractors from
limiting the ability to contract out. 

The goals of the legislation were very explicit: to provide
business opportunities for private corporations and reduce
compensation for health-care support workers. Thousands of
health care support workers have since been laid off as health
authorities privatized housekeeping, security, laundry, and food
services work. Most of them are women, many are from
immigrant and visible minority backgrounds. 

International Corporations Benefit 
The largest out-sourcing contracts, for housekeeping and food
services, are with the three largest multinational service
corporations in the world—Compass, Sedexho, and Aramark,
based in the US, Britain and France. 

Multinational companies bidding for health support service
contracts are not required to hire HEU workers or recognize the
union’s successorship rights. 

To further limit the HEU’s ability to organize these workers,
the multinationals took the unprecedented step of approaching
other trade unions with ‘voluntary recognition agreements.’
These allow the terms and conditions of employment to be
established by mutual agreement between the union and
company prior to hiring the workforce .

The overwhelming majority of the BC Federation of Labour
affiliates recognized the HEU’s right to organize this work, and
refused to co-operate with the outside contractors. There was,
however, one notable exception, Local 1-3567 of the Industrial,
Wood and Allied Workers of Canada (IWA), which signed
“voluntary recognition agreements” with Sedexho, Compass and
Aramark. 

What Contracting Out Means For Women
Historically, the IWA has been primarily a male, forest-industry

union with no experience in the hospital sector. The IWA’s
experience with women’s issues, as one might expect, has been
very limited. 

The severe wage reductions contained in the Aramark /IWA
contract are clearly unorthodox, if not exploitative, particularly
for workers in a province with such a high cost of living. A
housekeeper’s wages will start at $10.25 an hour with no
guarantee of full-time work. Thirty hours of work a week would
deliver annual earnings of $15,980; 40 hours would deliver
$21,315. Wages for housekeepers (cleaners) have decreased by
44 per cent from the HEU contract levels. This is 26 percent less
than the national average for this same work. 

Under these new rates, BC will have the lowest pay in the
country for every job category in hospital support work—and by
substantial amounts, between 14 and 39%. Even relatively low-
wage provinces like Newfoundland, Prince Edward Island, and
New Brunswick pay considerably more an hour than the wages
negotiated under the Compass/IWA contract. These wages are
so low that they place the purchasing power of housekeepers, for
example, at about what it was 35 years ago. 

This represents a tremendous loss for women’s work by any
standard. It is even more disturbing when one compares the
IWA-Aramark contract to a standard IWA contract. Under the
IWA master agreement (2000-2003), janitors are paid $21.92
an hour, which is 2.1 times greater than the wage rate negotiated
for hospital cleaners. 

In this context, the Aramark-IWA agreement is not only a
setback for pay equity, it is also a complete rejection of the
concept that women and men should be paid equally for the
same work—an understanding that has been in place in Canada
since the 1950s. 

Double Standard Deeply Troubling 
Even as far back as the IWA master agreement of 1983-1986,
wage rates for cleaners were not as low as the level negotiated for
the women working at VGH. In the mid-’80s, almost 20 years
ago, the IWA negotiated $13.48 an hour for its janitors (male) —
$3. 23 an hour more than it is willing to negotiate for its cleaners
(female) today. 

While the reduction of wages to about half of their existing
levels is the most dramatic and obvious change under the IWA-
Aramark contract, additional concessions to the employer
radically change other aspects of compensation for health care
support work. For example, pensions have been eliminated,
vacations are reduced to those mandated by the Employment
Standards Act, and there are no provisions for parental or
maternity leave. 

The government’s attack on health-care workers provides a
precedent that will have far-reaching repercussions. When
public sector wages and working conditions deteriorate
significantly, it sets an example for the private sector. If the
government reduces women’s wages, it is a signal to the private
sector that they can do the same. Actions to roll back pay-equity
gains become endemic across the country. 

BC has been condemned by a UN committee report looking
at discrimination against women. It specifically noted the large
poverty rates for single mothers, Aboriginal women and women
of colour, as well as the negative impact government cuts were
having on women and girls. The privatization initiatives such as
the ones in health care appear to deepen an already disturbing
trend. Not only will women’s wages in some sectors deteriorate
relative to men, but they are also likely to exacerbate an already
large and growing gap between different classes of women
workers. 

Marjorie Griffin Cohen is a political science professor and chair
of the women’s studies department at Simon Fraser University.
Last year, she was hired by the Hospital Employees Union to
research pay equity issues in the health care sector. This article
was also published on April 29 in the on-line newspaper ‘The
Tyee’ at www.thetyee.ca. ✐

Being part of a team, not winning, key to youth sports
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SPRING HOURS: 
Café: Weekdays 7:30am–8pm daily

Early Bird Special $4.95 (7:30–9am) 
Sat & Sun 8am–8pm 

Pub: Open from noon daily
Liquor Store: Open from Noon–9pm daily

629-3493 • www.portbrowning.com • portbrowning@gulfislands.com

Live Music: May 21 & 22–The Twisters / May 28 & 29–Stretch

PORT BROWNING MARINA, CAFE & PUB

FUEL EFFICIENT COST EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

Serving the Gulf Islands and Greater
Victoria for over 25 Years
Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street  Victoria, BC
Phone: (250) 386-7643

1-800-447-3247
604-273-8900

www.seairseaplanes.com

8 Scheduled Flights Daily

FREE shuttle service to main terminal and bus exchangeFREE shuttle service to main terminal and bus exchange

SEAPLANES

FREQUENTFLYERDISCOUNTS

Leaves Vanc. Airport
7:30am
11:30am
4:30pm

des: Port Wash, Lyall, Miners
5:30pm

des: Ganges, Thetis, Montague

Leaves Gulf Islands
8:00am 

12:00pm 
5:00pm

dep: Port Wash, Lyall, Miners
6:00pm 

dep: Ganges, Thetis, Montague

"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131 
Fax: 250-537-4287

Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

Salt Spring Island: High quality 3 bed / 2.5
bath home, wood floors, wood fireplace,
cosy library/den, carport, forested yet
sunny, tranquillity awaits you. $619,000

Salt Spring Island: A sunny oceanfront
point, part of Musgrave Landing,
exceptional panoramic oceanviews, many
unique &  beautiful finishes, shared access
to year round docks, and tennis. $835,000

Salt Spring Island: Lakefront with SW/W
exposures, dock, 3 bed home with guest
suite potential, workshop space, orchard,
very pretty property. $655,000

Salt Spring Island: Restored character
home, 3 bed / 2 bath, studio space,
workshop, beautiful English Country
gardens, some oceanviews, sep. home

office, comm. water. Charming!
$630,000

Salt Spring Island: Custom sunny home is
casually elegant with country flair, unique
finishes, 2 bed / 3.5 bath, 3.33 acres of 
beautiful forest with some meadow areas,
sep. guest cottage.Private! $1,200,000

Galiano Island: Beautiful oceanfront 10+
acres estate property, custom designed &
built as new home, beautiful views, all day
sun, private & quiet. S/SW/W exposures,
option to build two sep. guest cottages.
$1,420,000

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"

Li Read
Re/Max Realty of Salt Spring

Simplify Your Life
Thinking of Downsizing?
Concerned about Taxes or Retirement Income?
Want to leave a Legacy for your children?

If you would like to attend this presentation
please RSVP by May10th to:
Tricia Hardy, Toll free at 1-800-475-3499, ext 229
Or by email to tricia.hardy@investorsgroup.com

Learn how you can:
• Smooth the transition to your new home
• Protect your retirement income while leaving a 

legacy for your heirs
• Minimize taxes and fees for your estate

Presentation hosted by:
Daniela Morrison, B.Comm., CFP 
Lesley Shaw, CFP
Lorne Meyer, Century 21 Royal Victoria Realty, 

Mature MovesTM Specialist

11:30 a.m. Saturday, May 15, 2004
Poets Cove Resort & Spa
Bedwell Harbour, Pender Island

Complimentary Luncheon  •  Seating is Limited

The choices you make can help protect our marine life.
This guide may help you make better consumer choices.

OK For Now
Anchovies
Striped bass (farmed)
Catfish (farmed)
Clams
Dogfish
Dungeness crab
Halibut (Pacific)
Herring (Pacific)
Mackerel*
Mussels
Octopus (Pacific)
Pacific black cod (sable fish)
Prawns (trap-caught, Pacific)
Rainbow trout (farmed)
Sardines
Squid (Pacific)
Tilapia (farmed)
Tuna (Albacore)
Uni (sea urchin)

Questionable/
Be Cautious
Dolphin-fish (mahi-mahi)*
Lobster (Canadian,American)*
Oysters*
Octopus (Atlantic)
Prawns (US farmed or wild)
Rock lobster
Salmon (wild, Pacific)
Scallops (sea, bay)
Shrimp (domestic, trawl-caught) 
Snow crab
Squid (Atlantic)
Tuna (Yellowfin or skipjack)*

Do Not Eat
Caviar (Sturgeon)
Chilean sea bass (Patagonian  

toothfish)
Cod (Atlantic*, Pacific)
Hake/surimi (fake crab meat)
Haddock (Atlantic)
Halibut (Atlantic)*
Hoki (Atlantic, New Zealand)
King crab
Lingcod 
Monkfish
Orange roughy*
Pollock (Alaska, Atlantic*)
All rockfish including red snapper
Prawns (imported, tiger)
Salmon (farmed or Atlantic)
Sharks and skate*
Shrimp (imported)
Sturgeon
Swordfish*
Tuna (Bluefin)
Turbot (Arrowtooth flounder)

* Subject to mercury content. Avoid if
you are pregnant, nursing or planning
on having a child.Otherwise eat these
foods in moderation.

New sustainable seafood guide
On April 29, four days before the World
Fisheries Congress in Vancouver, the BC
Chapter of the Sierra Club launched the 2004
edition of the Citizen’s Guide to Seafood. The
new guide helps consumers make ecologically
sound seafood choices.

‘The public has been asking us for this kind
of help for a long time,’ said Terry Glavin, Sierra
Club’s Marine Program Advisior and Mayne
Island resident. ‘Educating consumers and
raising the awareness of seafood businesses is
paramount to ensuring a future for BC’s
fisheries and marine ecosystems.’

At the launch the executive chef of
Vancouver’s Bacchus Restaurant, Michael
Knowlson, served a selection of sustainable,

local waters seafood hor d’oeuvres. 
‘I believe the restaurant industry has a

unique and important role to play in marine
conservation,’ said Knowlson. ‘By offering
sustainably caught seafood on our menu, we
can make it easier for consumers to make
ecologically sound choices.’

Other restauranteurs also supported the
guide. Robert Clark of ‘C’ Restaurant
commented that the guide is an easy way for
people to get informed and start asking tough
questions about where their seafood comes
from. 

The pocket-sized guide can be downloaded
from www.sierraclub.ca/bc. ✐

Less water behind the dams
BC Hydro’s reservoir levels show a continued below normal water supply. As a result of the
October to March weather, which included record-breaking rainfall in October and dryer than
normal conditions throughout the winter, the April snowpack ranges from much below to near
normal in BC Hydro’s basins. The April system reading is usually the most indicative as it coincides
with the spring run-off. In the Peace River/Williston and Kinbasket/Mica basins the inflow
forecast is 94% of normal. On Vancouver Island and southwest BC the forecasts range from 79%
to 93% of normal. 

‘Our reservoir systems are multi-use and are important for fish and wildlife as well as for
recreation and business in some communities. Through stakeholder discussions and through
water use planning we are better able to mitigate the impacts of the lower water levels and better
balance stakeholder interests,’ explains Dawn Farrell, BC Hydro executive vice-president.

An example of work already underway is a program on the Arrow Lakes reservoir near Nakusp,
which has levels below normal due to successive dry years. Rye seed is being planted along the exposed
shoreline to prevent dust storms and keep dust levels down for residents in the immediate area.  ✐
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Readers’ Letters

John Campbell
Gillian Campbell

Salt Spring Island

Parking Lot Expansion at Swartz Bay 
Dear Editor:
Living on Piers Island, we are well aware of the safety issue of ferry
lineups overflowing onto the Pat Bay highway. We support finding
long-term solutions to this problem.

The proposed parking lot expansion is a short-term solution.
By the time it was completed, traffic would have increased yet
again (as it always does) and be overflowing onto whatever
roadways approached it. This critical safety issue will not be
resolved by expanding parking lots, unless we want them being
built ad nauseum into the future.

We have two suggestions that would provide a long-term
solution to the ever-growing problem of ferry traffic overflowing
its designated parking:
1) Increase the number of ferry sailings during peak flow times.
This would keep waiting cars limited to the existing lot. These
sailings could be paid for with the money saved by not building all
the future parking lot expansions we are definitely going to need if
this current proposal goes ahead.
2) Work with appropriate levels of government to build a rapid
transit system from downtown Victoria to downtown Vancouver.
Make this service so attractive (frequent, cheap and clean) that
most travellers will choose to leave their cars at home and rent on
the other side with the $ they’ve saved.

Lynn Pritchett & Craig Benson, Piers Island

Public Education an Investment
Ed's Note: The following letter was sent to Tom Christenson,
Minister of Education.
Dear Sir:
As a middle-aged taxpayer with no offspring, I am deeply
ashamed that a government of my generation is failing to provide
the best education possible for today's children. Most of us were
educated at the expense of a previous generation that had very
little compared to what we take for granted today.

When our generation of baby boomers ages we will be
depending on today's children to provide security if we fall on hard
times. Even the wealthiest among us could lose everything in a
disaster or depression. Surely, the best way to ensure that they will

be able, or even willing, to maintain
what little you leave of the social safety
net is to provide them with a good
education today.

Recently School District #64
elected to move to a four-day school
week in September in a drastic, final
effort to balance their ever-decreasing
budget while your government
irresponsibly spends hundreds of
thousands of taxpayer dollars on TV
ads in your own praise. Insulting the
intelligence of the populace is not
likely to get you re-elected.

The best and most obvious way to
cut costs is to stop funding private
schools. If the public school system is
not acceptable to the rich, then why
should it be acceptable to anyone?
Funding private schools creates a two-
tier education system which is nothing
short of segregation.

Education is not a liability, it is an
investment in our future. Get your
priorities in order!

Cheryl Bastedo, Galiano Island

4-Day School Week
Dear Editor:
It seems terrible when a country like
Canada can’t afford to educate its
children five days a week. How about encouraging people to pay
their school taxes direct to the school board?

If you paid your school taxes to the school board instead of with
your local taxes, the local government might then take you to court
for unpaid taxes, but the case might not stand up in court if you
had a receipt from the school board. 

If you got enough people to agree to pay their taxes direct to the
school board that would balance the budget. That should gum up
the works and put a few people into a spin. If enough people did it
(or even threatened to do it), court action would be too politically
risky.

Richard Curchin, Orange, Australia

Meat In The Sandwich
Dear Editor:
Monday, 26th April 2004 was the first day of the health workers
strike. With it came the cancellation of my Cat scan appointment
at the Vancouver General.

Living on a pension, the cost of hotel, three ferry rides and
meals are a consideration. The only factor that impresses me is my
feeling that I am the meat in a sandwich—a very thin slice of meat.
The bread slices are the opponents, health care workers with their
union against the provincial government.

Both bodies are there to serve the people of British Columbia.
Can the people watch and not think that at the top level on both
sides there is a strong element of bully and bluster? With both
bodies the Dalai Lama's plea for compassion fell on deaf ears.

As far as the budget shortfalls occur in the province, certain
future commitments should be reviewed by Victoria. Two weeks
in 2010 is a cost factor this province cannot afford. Cut out the
Winter Olympic and spend on the people in the areas of health
care, housing, and review job—not creation but—recovery.

On the part of the union it would seem they have a case for
their unfair treatment. However, their statement of intent that
they would ban overtime as an overture to job action was soon
abandoned without explanation. Instead we see a full-blown
strike, with union leaders pumped up and angry. Spreading anger
does no good, it resembles an outbreak of SARS.

Both the health workers and the government have to meet with
sincerity and resolve their shared responsibility for our health.
Strikes or legislation are not solutions.

John Fletcher, Hornby Island

Affordable By Whom
Dear Editor: 
Yes, we are personally affected, but as we learn more about
current pressure for development on Salt Spring, we feel that we
should speak up about what is happening in our neighbourhood,
because it might be happening in yours next.

We live on Norton Road on 10 acres in the Agricultural
Land Reserve (ALR). We operate a U-Vin and are currently
planting an organic vineyard. On March 24 we read an article  in
which the developer explained a proposal for a 26 detached-
house subdivision planned for 5 acres of agricultural land
(removed from the ALR, currently zoned Agricultural 1) for so-
called ‘affordable’ housing. 

The estimated sale price for a 3,000
sq ft lot and a 1,000 sq ft house is
$200,000. We need affordable housing,
and we are glad the Islands Trust is
committed to providing it. But this is not
housing that is affordable for the people
who need it most, the low income
families and individuals. Also, we should
not develop affordable housing at any
cost. Not at the cost of losing agricultural
land. Not at the cost of losing our Island’s
rural character. Not at the cost of
destroying wildlife habitat and over-
taxing our water supply. 

The term affordable housing is being
used here as propaganda to sell an
expensive sub-division which would
benefit the developer not the community
and set a precedent for others to follow.

Just because many other
communities have allowed residential
sprawl to take over land around urban
centres, we have no obligation to do the
same. As a community we can say we
want to keep Salt Spring rural. We have
clear village boundaries. We can say
that all new residential development
should take place within these
boundaries or in areas that are already
zoned residential; hopefully in the form

of multi-family dwellings with rental and purchase options
accessible to lower income individuals and families.

The Community Housing and Land Trust Society and other
non-profit organizations on Salt Spring are researching options to
provide affordable housing. The Trust has already identified ways
of creating affordable housing by focusing on the re-zoning of
existing seasonal cottages and regulating summer rentals. We
need clear policies and a long term plan for land use and the
provision of affordable housing for the benefit of the community.

So, look twice at so-called ‘affordable’ housing projects. They
could be a disguise for private development of Agricultural land!

Please, write to the Islands Trust saying you are opposed to re-
zoning of Agricultural land for affordable housing by private
developers, sign our petition at the Trust office or at Bishops Brew
House, and talk about it.

Ted Bishop and Daria Zovi, Salt Spring Island

Working Forest Initiative
Ed’s Note: The following letter was sent to Murray Coell, MLA
and BC Premier Gordon Campbell and sent to ‘Island Tides’ for
publication.

Dear Editor:

I would like to protest against the government’s moves to give
long-term and privileged access to and use of public lands to
private logging companies. The reports to the public about the
‘Working Forest Initiative’ and, more recently, in Bill 46, The Land
Amendment Act strongly indicate increasing centralization at the
cabinet level of control over public resources.

The contrast between the initiatives of the BC Government and
those of the government of Sweden are stark and most
unfavourable to our government. You may be aware that Sweden
is the leader among the industrialized nations in the efficient and
environmentally protective use of its forests and natural resources.

I quote from a recent study in Sweden. Under the heading of
Participation, Democracy and Self-Reliance, the author writes:

Not only are many changes implemented at the local level:
they have to be. Some scientists have stressed that a much
larger share of total resources and competence of a society
need to be allocated at the local level—municipalities most
often—if sustainability is to be achieved. Sweden has an
advantage here. Municipalities have had local self
government and the right to tax for more than a century, and
the local level has been strengthened in the last few years. It is
contrary to what we see in non-democratic societies where
the centre strives to control everything and concentrates all
resources, financial and other. (Lars Ryden, Faces of Sustainability, in
Anders Nordgren (ed.) Science, Ethics, and Sustainability: The Responsibility
of Science in Attaining Sustainable Development, Uppsala: Uppsala
University Press, 1997.  p.218.)

Having worked in various countries on development related
issues, I am convinced that the management of lands and natural
resources is a responsibility that must be shared between various
levels of government.  To efficiently discharge this responsibility,
long term, each level of government must give full weight to the

LETTERS continued next page

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

Photo: Karin Campbell

700 people demonstrated against the proposed
4-day school week at the school district’s offices
on Salt Spring  on Saturday, May 1.
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Richard J. Wey BCLS

Legal, Engineering and Topographical Surveys
Subdivision Planning

The Oakville Suite 106-9717 Third Street
Sidney, BC V8L 3A3

Telephone 250-656-5155 Fax: 250-656-5175

Going Somewhere?
whittome’s travel

60 Station Street, Duncan

1-800-434-0566
travel.whittome@shawcable.com

specializing in
water access over

steep
& rugged

Peter
Christenson

250-629-8386

terrain

www.shorelinedesign.ca
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Thursday–Sunday, May 6–May 16
Spring Sharpening Event on Galiano—bring your scissors,

knives, garden tools, etc. to
Jurgen and Judith's Tinkerers
Sharpening Service; third annual
benefit for ‘Tinkerers Travel &
Learn—Timeless Skills Program’,
(Pender visit May 26—June 6)•
Daystar Market—look for the
vintage brown truck •  Info:  250-

539-2280, the Tinkerers' home-base on Mayne Island • ON
GALIANO ISLAND

Friday & Saturday, May 7 & 8
Crofton Art Group Spring Show & Sale—enjoy art, birthday
cake and refreshments to celebrate our 50th anniversary • Crofton
Seniors' Centre, 1507 Joan Ave, Crofton (Close to the ferry terminal) •
10am–5pm • IN CROFTON

Sunday, May 16
Children’s March to Save Our Crystal Garden Conservation
Centre—help create a mural to celebrate this wonderful facility and
join the march from the legislature to the gardens • Meet on the lawn
of Legislature building at 1pm • 1–4pm • Everyone welcome • IN
VICTORIA

Monday, May 17
Meet the Candidate—meet Andrew
Lewis, Deputy Leader of the Green
Party of Canada and candidate for the
Federal Riding of Saanich - Gulf
Islands, everyone welcome,
refreshments?—of course! • Pender Library
Meeting Room • From 5 pm • Info: LAWN

SIGNS Peter Kearvell, 250-629-3220,
pk@cablelan.net, PLATFORM www.greenparty.ca,
CANDIDATE www.andrewlewis.ca •  ON

PENDER ISLAND 

Friday & Saturday, May 21& 22
Women with Brushes—multimedia art show and sale, featuring
recently scrubbed-up bits of creative genius • Ag Hall • FRI: 7pm, SAT:
10am • Free admission • ON MAYNE ISLAND

Saturday, May 22
Pender Island Health and Wellness Fair—come and meet the
practitioners with therapies and products for creating a healthy mind,
body and spirit; demonstrations include Tai Chi, Qui Gong, yoga,
crystal bowls and more; door prizes • Community Hall, 4418 Bedwell
Harbour Road •  10am–4pm • Free admission • Info for practitioners:
Bev, 250-629-3397 • ON PENDER ISLAND

‘What’s On?’
Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
Only $26.75! • With photo just $32.10   

Spring Clean with White Vinegar 
Spring cleaning—some of us love it, most of
hate it! Instead of pouring money and toxic
chemicals down the drain when you are spring
cleaning, try an effective, healthy and
economical alternative—ordinary white
vinegar.

White vinegar, unlike most household
cleaners, is inexpensive and safe for children,
adults and the environment. Vinegar can be
used as an all-purpose cleaner (works well in a
trigger spray bottle) but can also tackle carpet
stains, dirty microwaves, mold, and
fingerprints on stainless steel appliances. 

Here are some tips on how to solve common
problems with vinegar:

• Safely cleans baby’s toys—White vinegar is
the best cleaner for babies’ toys, which often
end up in an infant’s mouth. Pour full-strength
white vinegar into a trigger spray bottle. Hold
sprayer 15–20 cm (6–8in) from soiled toy.
Spray and wipe clean with dampened cloth.

• Opens and deodorizes drains—Pour a
handful of baking soda and 250 ml (1 cup) of
white vinegar down drain. When bubbling
stops, rinse with hot water. Repeat, if

necessary, until drain runs freely.
• Removes carpet stains—White vinegar

removes the following carpet stains:  pet urine
and feces, red and white wine, mixed drinks
and liqueurs, makeup, tea, coffee, soft drinks,
chocolate, milk, fruit juice, berries, mustard
and ketchup. Test colourfastness of carpet in an
inconspicuous area before proceeding with the
following steps: Scrape or blot up excess spill.
Apply a solution of 2 ml (1/2 teaspoon)
dishwashing detergent and 250 ml (1 cup) of
warm (not hot) water using a damp towel.
Leave for 3 to 5 minutes. Blot to dry, don’t rub.
Apply full-strength white vinegar using a
dampened towel or spay bottle. Rinse with a
sponge dampened in water.  Blot to dry with
weighted pad of towels.

• Removes lime scale from sink faucets—
Soak a paper towel in white vinegar and then
wrap it around the faucet for 10 minutes.
Remove paper towel and wipe away lime scale.

More tips on cleaning with vinegar can be
found online www.vinegarworkswonders.com.✐

views of experienced users. Time consuming as this may be, it is
the only demonstrated way to enlist broad-based support to
maintain the long-term viability of land and renewable resources.

Barrie M Morrison, Pender Island

BC Hydro Botch Ups
Dear Editor:
I gather from talking to a few people on Mayne Island, that a lot of
folks are getting unusually large hydro bills lately.

I couldn't believe it, when last week I opened a fat envelope
from BC Hydro and found eight pages of incomprehensible billing
inside. Especially confusing because each page had a different
total on the bottom. I wasn’t sure what all this meant, it looked like
I possibly now owed them around $800. In over 25 years of
faithfully paying monthly utility bills, I’ve never seen anything this
crazy. This seemed particularly weird, because I had just received
a cheque from BC Hydro as a result of my equal payment plan
anniversary that ended in January, showing that I had overpaid by
$200. At that point they sent me the money, which came in handy,
post-Xmas, and my equal payment amount got reduced to $30 a
month. This amount seemed very low to me, but what did I know?
The BC Hydro person that I spoke with at the time assured me
that I must have used a lot less power in the last year.

When I phoned the customer service, the first guy I spoke with
couldn’t explain it. He muttered something about an ‘adjustment.’
After a while I spoke with another guy, who seemed to be
unapologetically informing me that, my meter hadn’t been read
for about 6 months and that my account credit and the following
equal payment amount of $30 had been based on some sort of
(obviously botched) estimation. He ‘generously’ offered to have
the extra money that I owed, spread out over my monthly bills for
the next year. Also, my monthly equal payment was now going up.

I asked him how they could screw up like this—he didn’t know.
I told him that I wanted a letter sent to me explaining just what
had happened to my account, in plain English, so I could
understand it, and an apology for their rotten service as well.

I just received it today, it doesn’t really say much, but does
rather grudgingly admit to an unspecified error and apologizes on
behalf of BC Hydro for any inconvenience that this error may have
caused me. I also got another letter laying out how the deferred
payments are to be paid, with a rather nasty threat stating, ‘Failure
to pay will result in further credit action including disconnection
of service!’ How nice, they screw up and then threaten me.

For anyone else on Mayne Island or any other Gulf Island, who
may have received some large Hydro bills with ‘NOW DUE’
written on them in bold type and might be finding it tough to come
up with that extra money, I would suggest, phone them and
complain. If they’ve made a mistake and undercharged for several
months and now are suddenly wanting all their money, right
away, ask them to first, apologize, explain what their mistake was,
then ask nicely for the account to be settled up and to accept
payment over time, if necessary.

I suspect that this screw-up may be a result of the BC Liberals
semi-privatization of BC Hydro. Their accounts and billing are
now supposed to be run by Accenture. I don’t know if the guy I
spoke to at the Vernon Call Centre was getting paid by BC Hydro
or Accenture. 

Maybe they’re only doing meter reading semi-annually or
annually now to help their bottom line. Maybe we should now
over-pay our hydro bills from now on, in case of surprise
adjustments.  If this is the kind of service we can expect from our
newly privatized, formerly publicly-owned utility, then I suggest
we should all get behind BC Citizens for Public Power
(www.citizensforpublicpower.ca) and try and stop this nonsense
before it goes any further. They are collecting names on a class-
action suit against the BC Government, for breach of fiduciary
duty and breach of contract. I’ll be putting my name on it.

Jim Traversy, Mayne Island ✐

A2 - 9769 Fifth Street, Sidney
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)

7178 W. Saanich Rd, Brentwood Bay
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)

www.seafirstinsurance.com

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on
• Homeowners • Farm

• Commercial • Bed & Breakfasts

autoplan

Salt Spring

Aquafarms
Fresh, Farm
Gate Sales on
Salt Spring!
Daily 10am – 5pm
Chinook Salmon
Crabs • Clams

Oysters • Mussels
Prawns (in season)

2 hour Aqua
Farm Tours 
Daily 10am & 2pm
Sealife Touchtank

Adults–$15
Kids–Free

Reservations Not Needed
Just Drop By 

107 Meyers (off Bulman)

Coming to
Your Dock!
MMVV  AArrmmaaddaa

Ship to Shore Sales!
Noon–5pm

Poets Cove, S. Pender 
Thurs, May 6 & 13

Otter Bay, N. Pender
Fri, May 7 & 14

Montague, Galiano
Sat, Sun, May 8, 9, 15 & 16

Miners Bay, Mayne
Mon, May 10 & 17

Preorder Online/Phone
www.saltspringaquafarms.com

250-537-7167
250-653-9900

Mahogany Double Size

WALL BEDS $849
Other Sizes & Materials 
Installation Available

250-884-7757
Crafted in Victoria

(across from Thrifty Foods on Admirals Road)

short-term thinking, the time has come for wide social
application of wise and respectful long-term planning. For more
information on the many organizations who participated in the
exposition visit the SEEDS website at www.seeds.aum.ca.✐

EXPO from page 1

LETTERS, from previous page

Photo: Marek Czuma
At Galiano Books Margaret Griffiths, former Galiano Trustee, talks about her history of the last thirty
years on Galiano. During this time, MacMillan Bloedel relentlessly pursued its plan to convert its forestry
holdings (64% of the Island) to residential real estate. With its on-line twin, www.galianostory.com, the
booklet sets straight the record of the community’s struggle to maintain its integrity in the face of
massive development which threatened cultural destruction. The power of the web allows
www.galianostory.com to include the text of original documents. It forms a very good primer for anyone
interested in an Islands Trust Official Community Plan process.



drought conditions—not enough snow pack and not enough
rain. To my eye it looks like it is flooded—truly I have an
uneducated eye for this north country.

Memorial for Aboriginal Women
Back on Saturna on Good Friday, Dawn Woods led about 20
women and men in a service created by the Sisters in Spirit
aboriginal movement to bring dignity, honour, and respect to
the aboriginal women who have been murdered in BC (mostly
in the Lower Mainland and along Highway, 16, from Prince
George to the coast). 

Each of us placed a rock, which became a small cairn, as the
500 names were slowly read out to the heartbeat rhythm of a
drum. It takes time to read out 500 names, my mind wandered
in the warm sunshine, thinking of mothers, daughters, sisters,
aunts, dads, uncles, cousins. I’m grateful to the women of
Sisters in Spirit for creating this gentle ceremony.

Gary Lunn Visits
MP Gary Lunn came to Saturna for a few hours on April 13. Mr.
Lunn met with supporters and spoke to people who had
questions and opinions on federal politics. Not a lot of
politicians come to not-very-populated Saturna so it was
notable that Mr. Lunn made the effort.

Good Eats All Round
Saturna Lodge, under new ownership of Nick and Markell
Kaiser, is getting an extensive refurbishing. Chef Kevin Crooks
will be creating great food as in the past and Islander Ingrid

Gaines will be managing. The
new owners and staff are very
enthusiastic.

Beth Jones is running and
managing the Saturna Bistro
again this year. Beth had a
fabulous season last year
doing lunches on the terrace
of the winery. 

The Saturna Lighthouse
Pub offering lunch and dinner
and gorgeous west facing
views, and Saturna Café
providing wonderful
breakfast, lunch, dinner and
cultural entertainments, are
also looking forward to
serving Islanders and visitors. 

Warm Wedding
Congratulations to Islanders
Steve Carberry and Odessa
Davies on their marriage on
March 31. They were married
on the beach in Mexico.
Daughter, Giovanna, is very
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ELECTOR APPROVAL PROCESS FOR ENTERING INTO LONG TERM CONTRACTS FOR
THE REGION’S CURBSIDE RECYCLING PROGRAM

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Directors of
the Capital Regional District (“CRD”) proposes to enter into
agreements for Contract 04-1492, Collection of Recyclable
Materials from Single Family Dwellings, with International
Paper Industries Ltd., and for Contract 04-1493,
Processing and Marketing of Recyclable Materials with
Metro Materials Recovery Inc. (the "Contracts").

The work required under the Contracts consists of the
following:

Contract 04-1492
a) Collection of recyclable materials, every other 

week, from single family dwellings within the 
Capital Regional District, and

b) transporting collected recyclable materials to a 
designated processing facility.

Contract 04-1493

a) Receiving, handling, storing and processing the 
recyclable materials from the Capital Regional 
District recycling programs, and

b) marketing and selling the recyclable materials.

The service terms under Contract 04-1492 and Contract
04-1493 will commence on 01 May 2005 and continue for
a period of seven (7) consecutive years until 30 April 2012.
The contracts will be awarded and executed one year prior
to the start of service.

The annual financial obligations of the CRD under the
contracts are $1,671,762 for Contract 04-1492 and
$282,613 for Contract 04-1493, plus the appropriate
annual adjustments and inflation indices, commencing in
2005.

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the CRD may proceed with
the award of Contract 04-1492 and Contract 04-1493
unless at least 22,135 electors within the Capital Regional
District indicate by signing the elector response forms that
the Board must obtain the assent of the electors by way of
referendum before proceeding with the award of Contract
04-1492 and Contract 04-1493.

The elector response form must be in the form as
established by the CRD and forms are available from the
CRD on request.  The only persons entitled to sign elector
response forms are electors of the service area to which
the alternative approval process opportunity applies.  The
area to which the alternative approval process opportunity
applies is the municipalities of Central Saanich, Colwood,
Esquimalt, Highlands, Langford, Metchosin, North
Saanich, Oak Bay, Saanich, Sidney, Sooke, Victoria and
View Royal and the electoral areas of Juan de Fuca, Salt
Spring Island and Southern Gulf Islands.

The deadline for submitting the original signed elector
response forms, in relation to the award of Contract
04-1492 and Contract 04-1493, to the CRD is 4:30 p.m.
on Monday, the 31st day of May, 2004.  Forms must be
received by the deadline to be counted.

The CRD has estimated that the total number of
electors within the service area is 221,350 and that
10% of that number or 22,135 electors must submit
elector response forms to prevent the CRD from
awarding Contract 04-1492 and Contract 04-1493
without the assent of the electors by referendum.
Further technical information concerning Contract 04-1492
and Contract 04-1493 may be obtained from John
Craveiro, CRD Environmental Services, 625 Fisgard
Street, PO Box 1000, Victoria, BC V8W 2S6 (telephone
360-3164) during regular office hours Monday to Friday
(excluding public holidays) from the date of this notice until
the 31st day of May, 2004.

QUALIFICATIONS FOR RESIDENT AND NON-
RESIDENT PROPERTY ELECTORS
Resident Elector: You are entitled to submit an elector
response form as a Resident Elector if you are 18 years or
older on the date of submission of the elector response
form, are a Canadian citizen, have resided in British
Columbia for 6 months and in a municipality or electoral
area of the CRD that is a participating area for Contract 04-
1492 and Contract 04-1493 for at least 30 days prior to
signing the elector response form.

Non-Resident Property Elector: You may submit an
elector response form as a Non- Resident Property Elector
if you are 18 years or older on the date of submission of the
elector response form, are a Canadian citizen, have
resided in British Columbia for 6 months, have owned and
held registered title to property in a municipality or electoral
area of the CRD for 30 days and do NOT qualify as a
Resident Elector.  If there is more than one registered
owner of the property (either as joint tenants or tenants in
common) only one individual may, with the written consent
of the majority, submit an elector response form.

To obtain an elector response form, or for further
information, please contact the CRD Administration
Department, PO Box 1000, 524 Yates Street, 3rd Floor,
Victoria, BC V8W 2S6 or by telephone at 360-3129 or
toll free 1-800-663-4425 - Ext. 3129.

Given under my hand at Victoria, BC this 21st day of April,
2004.

Carmen Thiel
Corporate Secretary
Capital Regional District

This notice is being published in this newspaper as a convenience only and not in accordance with the legal requirements pursuant to the Community Charter.

DECK TOO HOT?
Turn hundreds of square feet of
outdoor space into the most
comfortable and most used
‘room’ in the house.
All it takes is 30 seconds or less
to roll out a beautiful retractable patio awning to shade
you from the sun or occasional shower. 

Call today and have a vacation spot right in your own backyard!

PACIFIC ROLLSHUTTERS & AWNINGS
toll-free 1-800-563-5558 or in Victoria 361-4714

www.pacificrollshutters.com

Benefit from my 20+ years of expertise! Access to over 30 lenders
gives you plenty of choice and my services are FREE (oac). 

Win! Win! Win!
You can also benefit a charity you support (& tax deductible too)

Check it out at my website today!

Tel:  514-9280 or   1-888-687-8088
email: leolee@invis.ca   •   web: www.LeoLee.ca

#505 - 771 Vernon Avenue, Victoria

Leo Lee, Mortgage Consultant
Serving Homebuyers and Investors, 

Local & Non-resident

Live Your Dream

NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE
– Over 100 full colour designs –

THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE

CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION

MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT

1.888.546.9663
www.linwoodhomes.com

Saturna Notes 
Priscilla Ewbank & John Wiznuk

‘J
ewels. They really are jewels,’ popped into my mind as
the airplane taking me to Prince George flew low enough
to see the wonderful colour, detail and topography of the

Gulf Islands. Suddenly maps I have pored over and news stories
come alive. There is the recently logged area on Hooson Road,
all the tiny marinas around the Swartz Bay ferry terminal, Magic
Lake and her famous subdivision that stimulated the creation of
the ten-acre land freeze in the 1970s, our new land
developments on Saturna, the Park development at Warburton
Pike! 

A month ago a friend and I had poured over a satellite
composite photo of the Fraser Valley and Vancouver. Now flying
on, there it all was below me! The roiling Fraser’s huge, brown
stain welling out of its several mouths into the Strait of Georgia,
the twining sandbars, the quilted fields ending abruptly as the
snow-white and rock-black mountains fill the entire view below
the plane—and that’s the end of spring till I get back. 

To Prince George
I left on the day after the record-setting warmth of Saturna’s
Easter weekend. I did not pack enough warm clothes. Luckily,
eldest daughter Genni’s soon-to-be-born-baby belly, precluded
her wearing her own winter wardrobe so she shared with me.

In Prince George, the snow pack is mostly gone except in
shaded nooks, with -2º nighttime temperatures and a keen
north wind. ‘Our’ Fraser River runs right through the middle of
the city of 85,000 people. Last night, it snowed lightly. The
horses are still heavily coated. There is no morning cacophony of
mating birds. I have heard a killdeer and a crow and seen two
grouse in a perfect disguise of mud brown and aspen white.

Genni and I have been planning a strawberry bed, planning
is the operative word. Genni said last year they had a warm
Easter weekend and she got enthused and planted nasturtiums
and other flower seeds and then it snowed, heavily. She now
plants nothing until after the May long weekend. Spring and
summer must explode simultaneously here to get a full cycle in
before the snow flies again!

Water stands everywhere, percolating at some unknown
depth down into the Fraser River. The 5 acres that Genni and
Dave live on is part of an area of beaver ponds and moose
pasture. Houses depend on electricity to run sump pumps,
wells, and provide heat. Sewage is piped to lagoons—outside
settling ponds. Local newspapers say that Prince George is in

LESLIE PAGE 1918-2004
Leslie Page, co-founder of Page’s on Silva Bay, Gabriola
Island, died on April 23, 2004, three days before his 86th
birthday. Les was the fourth son of Galiano Island pioneers,
Stanley Page and Dorothy Cayzer. As a young man, he
worked on fishing boats and in canneries from the Southern
Gulf Islands north to the Skeena River.

In 1943 Les and his brother Jack came to Silva Bay to
operate the fish camp which became Page Brothers Store and
eventually Page’s Resort and Marina. They bought and sold
fish, provided fuel and haven to fishing boats, tugs, and
pleasure boats, sold groceries and heating oil to Gabriolans,
and played an important role in both land and water
communities.

After Jack’s tragic accidental death in 1957, Les continued
in association with other family members. In 1969 he married
Joan Potts, and together they ran the store, marina, and
resort until 1987, when they sold the business part of the
property. They made several attempts to move away from
Gabriola, but Les always found a reason to return, and at last
they built a house a few yards along the shore from Page’s
docks.

Four years ago, his illness forced Les and Joan to move to
Abbotsford, closer to their family.

Besides his loving wife Joan, her children and
grandchildren Susan, Britanny and Jarrid, Les is survived by
brothers Ron of Cedar, Ken (Kay) of Langford, and sister
Dorothy Griffin of Qualicum Beach, by nieces and nephews
Derek, Gail, Gina, John, Marlene, Owen, Ross and Terry, by
others of his family on Galiano, Mayne and Saltspring
Islands, and in Victoria and Seattle—and by the people of
Gabriola and the boaters of the Gulf Islands.                         PR

cont. next page



GETAWAYS
Charming Lakefront Cabin,
beautiful Pender Island location,
Sleeps 8, dock, rowboat, canoe,
pets okay, $395 June 13-20,
$750/week July to Sept. 30. (250)
721-9831.
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Hand Split Cedar Garden
Structures.Gates, Grapestake\Split 
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ISLAND
MARINE

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES
Ph: 250-537-9710 

Email: imarinec@salt spring.com
www.islandmarine.ca

FOR RENT
Saturna Island. 2-bedroom, house
on acreage with large, sunny deck.
New carpet, lots of cupboards. W/D
F/S, N/S, N/P, long term. Available
June 1, $650/month. 250-539-2975

Victoria commuter? Large room,
botanist's garden, yard, deck,
hardwood floor, laundry, utilities.
Shared with mature professional
female. Friendly community.
Maplewood. 250-995-9388

MARINE

AUTOMOTIVE

MAUI 
Vacation Condos

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views

Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

HOME, GARDEN & PROPERTY
Galleon 
Books 
& Antiques
Buying & Selling Quality
Used Books, Antiques &

Collectibles

We Purchase Estates &
Private Libraries 

Call for On-Site Valuation

(250) 655-0700
9803 Third Street Sidney

galleonbooks@hotmail.com

D. A. SMITHSON 
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252  or
250-478-6937

BOOKS

TTrreevvoorr’’ss
GGaarrddeenn

MMaaiinntteennaannccee

pruning • trimming
planting • bed work
seasonal cleanups

225500--662299--33338800
oonn  PPeennddeerr  IIssllaanndd

ARMOUR

ROOFING
A Division of 
Flynn Canada

• Torch-On 
• Standing Seam & Low-slope

Metal Roofing 
• Custom Flashing 
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters  

1-877-652-0599
Member:  Better Business

Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca 

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

TRANSMISSION SPECIAL!
✔ Trans inspection
✔ Cleanpan ✔ adjust
bands
✔ Replace pan gasket
✔ Check modulator
✔ Adjust throttle linkage
✔ Fill with new trans. fluid

only
$29.95

reg. $49.95
Filter extra if

required

SIDNEY 
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES

• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP &
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

ISLAND EXPLORER
PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230
Southern Gulf 

House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER: Ocean access 30 paces
from your front door! Modern 2
storey, 3 bedroom home, master
bedroom with ensuite, very large
kitchen, family room, 2 fireplaces,
all appliances, 8 person hot tub in
separate room attached to family
room, single car garage–$1450.
List your long term rental
property or vacation home with
us! Licensed Property
Management on the Gulf Islands
since 1994.

PROVEN SERVICE •
COMMITMENT •  RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at
Galiano  Island School, Wednesday,
May 12 commencing at 1pm. Public
Welcome! 

PEST PROBLEMS!
Rodents, birds, moths

Specializing in 
Carpenter Ants

CALL BC Certified
‘VERMINATORS’

604-692-0781
Special Group Rates for 
Gulf Islands Residents

FOR SALE
For Sale 1988 Mazda 4x4, crew cab,
10,000 on rebuilt engine, sunroof,
canopy, excellent condition asking
$ 5,700. Phone 629-2030

Yakota Bicycle 21-speed (green)
with clip-on pedals, stand and
helmet. Will also include clip-on
shoes size 4 1/2 (US) or 37 (Euro).
$150 firm  537-8405.

Moffat heavy duty Washer/Dryer
$250pr. Large wood office desk
$150. Mayne 539-3228 

Weekly rental: Ocean front home,
panoramic view, sleeps 6, fireplace,
near ferry, beach access, bikes and
more. $1,000.00 per week  call 250-
629-6579.

Rail Fencing, Arbours, Pergolas,
Custom Outdoor Furniture. Call
Colin - Urban Cedarworks 629-6608

200 WHITE VINYL
CASEMENT WINDOWS
SIZES: 38”X 34”TO 58”X 94”

$5 TO $8 S.F. 
DISCOUNTS FOR

MULTIPLE SALES.
CALL: 604.946.9747

������������
��	� Harbour Road

Sidney BC
Fax: ������������

Call Now 
For Your
Haul Out



��  &&  ����  TToonn
TTRRAAVVEELL LLIIFFTTSS

Luttmer 
Woodworks

Kitchens
Wall units

Closet organizers

250-539-0466
www.luttmerworks.com

Planning to buy a used 
vehicle? Let us do the legwork.

* Affordable flat fee
* Customer shuttle from 

Swartz Bay to Victoria
* 5 years serving Victoria

and Gulf Islands

Toll Free: 1-866-533-1898
www.autofinders.ca

250-598-1898

HELP WANTED
Homeworkers urgently needed,
$352.47US dollars weekly
assembling products at home.Write
to: Daley’s Products and Services
P.O. Box 3974 Redwood Postal
Outlet, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R2W-
3S2

REAL ESTATE
Saturna Island-1136 sq ft House for
Sale on 1/2 acre-fenced lot. 2 br.;
den/sunroom; well insulated;
potential ocean view; w/d; dw;
fr/stv; airtight; electric ht; parque &
tile floors; double garage; portable
carport; good well water. Phone
after May 1st or leave message @ 1-
250-380-2464. Open House: May 23
& 24th.

Wants to buy: Gulf Island lot +
cottage/houseunder $200,000.
Saturna to Hornby. 250 537-1602or
jjtsii@yahoo.ca 250.995.9388

SERVICES
Music lessons on Pender beginning
in May. Learn to sing or play guitar.
Call 629-3638,
eroca_dancer@hotmail.com

Piano lessons. All ages and styles.
Adults students encouraged!
Mayne: 539-3228

pleased for her mom and new dad. Happiness
is the keynote with these two—they each seem
to feel that they are the lucky one to have found
such a partner.                                                       PE

Over to John...   GINPR
Meet, Greet & Vision
The community hall was booked by Parks
Canada for what we hope will be an ongoing
series of community consultations concerning
the development of guidelines for the largest
land area of the Gulf Islands National Park
Reserve (GINPR)—our Island. Due to prior
commitments I was off-Island that day and did
not attend but present this report based on
hearsay, gossip, speculation and third-hand
rumour. In short, the normal way that news
gets around the Island.

It’s at events like this that we begin to know
each other, associating the faces to the names.

And along with the usual suspects, two more
faces and names were presented—Todd
Columbia, the ecologist for the GINPR, and
Carolyn Stewart, park and community planning
co-ordinator for the Coast BC Field Unit.

Leila Hanslit, one of our live-in park
wardens, was kind enough to provide me with
the necessary hand-outs.  Both are draft
documents: one is a list of issues identified for
interim management guidelines, the other
contains two vision statements, one for the
park reserve as a whole and the second for the
ecological integrity of the GINPR. 

And, as Martha Stewart says, ‘this is a good
thing’ because a vision statement, even a draft
vision, begins to answer the often asked
question in our community, ‘Well, what are
they going to do with the Park?’ If you can get
an idea of which way something’s going you can
start to figure out how it will get there. 

The issues identified for interim
management guidelines—ecological integrity;
cultural heritage; visitor experience, awareness,
and understanding; and public safety—give
even more clues as to how the parks staff and
management ‘see’ GINPR and how they will be
moving into their management role, what
emphasis and energies will be placed where.

A question and answer session followed the
presentations. And as I heard it, this may have
been the most valuable part of the meeting.
Islanders’ concerns about making a living from
park-related activities or dealing with the
negative impacts of park visitors were said to be
hot topics.

Going With the Flow
The weekend of May 12-13 will be an intensive
one for three Saturna Islanders as they
participate in the British Columbia Water and
Waste Association’s small water systems

operator course. It will be held on Mayne
Island, at the Agricultural Hall on Fernhill
Road. Hugh Grasswick and Graeme Bregani
and myself will join other Gulf Islanders from
Mayne, Galiano and Gossip Islands
participating in the course. 

This has been brought on by the provincial
government’s enactment of the Drinking
Water Protection Act last year. The Act
establishes new criteria for any water delivery
system that serves more than one household,
increasing requirements for assessment,
certifications, monitoring and reporting for
each system. 

Each water system will require a certified
operator, hence the course. The Drinking
Water Protection Act and its regulations affect
a number of Saturna’s communal water
systems besides those in the CRD water
district. ✐

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency and the
BC Landscape and Nursery Association are
recalling all Camellia plants originating from
California’s Monrovia Nursery, a large nursery
in California that exports to many Canadian
garden centres and nurseries. 

The recall is due to the recent finding that
some Monrovia Camellias are infected with
Sudden Oak Death (SOD). Diseased plants
have been found in six BC retail garden centres
and more garden centres may yet be found to
be affected

Although not a human health concern, SOD
can spread to many common urban and native
plants and trees, including oak, arbutus, maple,
chestnut, Douglas, fir, yew, holly, blackberry,
raspberry, salmonberry, rhododendron,
blueberry, azalea, and rose. 

SOD is caused by Phytophthora ramorum,
a fungus-like pathogen. Cankers develop on the
trunks of oaks and tanoaks that stop the flow of
water and nutrients, and this eventually kills
them, sometimes in just two to three years .
Other infected species may only exhibit foliar

disease, leaf spotting, and/or dieback. 
SOD has spread to 13 California counties

and into the southwestern corner of Oregon. In
these infected areas up to 80% (tens of
thousands) of oaks and tanoaks have been
killed. European scientists have also reported
the occurrence of SOD in Germany, Spain,
France, Poland, Belgium, Sweden, Italy, the
Netherlands, and the United Kingdom.

Please call toll-free 1-877-666-4179 if: you
purchased a Camellia between September
2003 and March 2004, and you know it came
from Monrovia Nursery (identifying features
include green pots with the Monrovia name, or
Monrovia plant tags); you have a Camellia
plant and you do not know where it came from;
or you have a flowering plant and you are
unsure if it is a Camellia.

If you suspect a plant to be a Monrovia
Camellia do not touch the plant, leave it
undisturbed in your garden. To prevent further
spread of the disease, the Canadian Food
Inspection Agency will send a qualified
representative to remove the plant. ✐

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

The end of an era. After firefighters practised interior attack skills, they burned Pender’s old Firehall #1 on
Saturday April 24.The one-time Rod and Gun Club picnic shelter served as a firehall until 2002 when a new
firehall more adequate to the community’s need had been built.
Firefighters cooled down surrounding trees and structures with foam during the exceedingly hot fire. The
hose tower collapsed spectacularly in just the right direction. Glen Grimmer’s excavator was on hand to pile
debris to complete the burn.The only casualties were the ants infesting the old building.

SATURNA from page 6

Recall: infected camellias 



Accommodation 
& Attractions 

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands

Weekdays

The Island's premiere resort hotel.

Weekends

Moped Packages and
hourly/daily rentals

Canada’s
Friendly 
B&Bs

www.bbvacation.com
CANADABC.com

canadacyberhighway.com

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria
Close to beach, hospital
and university. Organic
breakfasts and private
bathrooms. $40-$60

250-598-7015
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Lovely large room full
bath separate entrance� �
mins from beach� � mins
from Beacon Hill Park� 	�
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Water Taxi  •  Dive Shop  •  CYA Power & Sailing School  
Fishing Charters  •  Eco Tours  •  Island Hopping  

Winery Tours  •  Yacht Management

P.O. Box 4, Pender Island, British Columbia, Canada  V0N 2M0 

TEL:(250)629-2127 FAX:(250) 629-2128

Your Guide 
to Experiencing

British Columbia’s
Coastal Waters.

Your Guide 
to Experiencing

British Columbia’s
Coastal Waters.

We welcome islanders and visitors to our wonderful coastal 
playground. Take advantage of the local treasures by booking 
Sound Passage Adventures for your next excursion. For more
information visit us at: www.soundpassageadventures.com

‘I
t’s Zooboomafoo!’ cry excited children upon recognizing
lemurs at the Crystal Garden Conservation Centre. Maki
(10), Kabari (7), and Jespah (6) are actually Ring-tailed

lemurs, cousins of the Sifaka lemur of TV fame. Crystal Garden’s
Ring-tailed lemurs arrived in 1997 from the Boise Zoo in Idaho,
part of an international Species Survival Plan that determines
where endangered animals will live and
with whom they will breed.

There are many species of lemurs, all of
which are primates that come only from the
island of Madagascar off the east coast of
Africa. Their populations are extremely
endangered by habitat destruction due to
clear-cut logging and rainforests being
cleared for subsistence farming. 

Lemurs are eaters of leaves, flowers and
fruit and are fed a diet of mostly leafy
greens, fruit and ‘leaf-eater biscuits’ at the
Crystal Garden. Very fond of fruit, the
lemurs gain weight easily if they eat too
much! Visitors may see Kabari and Jespah
exploring hanging baskets which contain a
variety of foods for them to manipulate and
investigate. 

Maki, the eldest Ring-tailed lemur, has
had a neurological condition since birth that
has led to blindness. Animal care staff offer
food by hand to Maki to ensure he gets his
share. He is still able to forage for food
strategically hidden amongst the grasses. University of Victoria
researcher Dr Lisa Gould has observed groups of Ring-tailed
lemurs in Madagascar that have included blind individuals.
Apparently, blind lemurs can cope quite successfully using their
acute senses of hearing and smell and following cues of their group. 

The long, striped tails of Ring-tailed lemurs are striking and
are often held high like flags to signal other lemurs. When
lemurs rub their tails across scent glands and wave them in the
air to announce dominance, it is referred to as a ‘stink fight’!
Male lemurs gouge tree trunks and branches with a sharp
callous on their inner wrists to scent mark their territories. And,

of course, who can ignore the cat-like
vocalizations of the Ring-tailed lemurs that
punctuate the tranquil tropical setting of the
Crystal Garden.

The ‘Lemurs of Madagascar’ habitat was
entirely designed and constructed by the
Crystal Garden Conservation Centre staff. A
stark white, wrought-iron enclosure was
deconstructed and materials were re-used to
create trees, branches, vines, and bark. Lush
vegetation was planted and tree limbs were put
in place to create a rainforest canopy. This work
was recognized by both national and
international zoological organizations for
excellence in renovation and design. 

While all lemurs continue to face an uncertain
future in the wild, reintroduction programs of
Ruffed lemurs are being attempted in protected
areas of Madagascar. Meanwhile, Maki, Jespah,
and Kabari continue in their role as ‘lemur
ambassadors’, reminding us of the urgency of
habitat protection both at home and afar.

Ed’s Note: The April 22 issue of ‘Island Tides’
discussed the  closure of the Crystal Garden Conservation Centre
on Labour Day by the Provincial Capital Commission. The
Friends of the Crystal Garden hope this decision will be reversed.
For more information go to www.savecrystalgarden.com.✐

The Leaping Lemurs of Crystal Garden ~ Susan Creviston

I
n case you missed me the last time around, I’m the Capital
Regional District’s Municipal Environmental Educator for
the Gulf Islands and I’ll do my best to let you know what’s

happening in the Gulf Island’ recycling world. 

Structure of Recycling
Perhaps the CRD advertisement on p. 6 has you wondering what
is going on with recycling on the Southern Gulf Islands…well,
first you’ll need to know how things work around here.

Your recycling depot, whether it’s on Mayne, Saturna,
Galiano, Pender or Salt Spring, is run by a non-profit society.
These non-profit societies have contracts with the Capital
Regional District (CRD) to provide recycling services to their
Island. This contract provides some, but not all, of each depot’s
funding. The CRD funds come from Hartland Landfill’s tipping
fee revenue (not property taxes). 

Some years ago, all these societies got together to form the
Southern Gulf Islands Recycling Coalition (SGIRC)—a
committee that gets together about three to four times a year to

share ideas, brainstorm and lobby different levels of government
about recycling issues for the Islands.  

New 7-Year Contract
A new contract begins in May 2005. Salt Spring will be
negotiating their contract directly with the CRD. The Southern
Gulf Islands work through SGIRC’s negotiating committee,
consisting of the society’s president and the depot manager from
each Island, as well as SGIRC chair, Ann Johnston. 

However, there is something new about the contracts this
time around, they will be seven years long, rather than five. This
means greater continuity for the depots. The law requires the
CRD to publicize this change—hence the advertisement. 

So, there you go—life should go on as usual at your depot, but
it may be that some new items will be recyclable at your depot.
In the meantime, it’s a good time to be thankful for all the
volunteers that work alongside staff making recycling happen. 
You can contact me at gillian.allan@editors.ca if you have
questions about recycling. ✐

Twice as Good ~ Gillian Allan


