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Mount Galiano looking south over Village Bay, Mayne Island to Pender Island and across theMount Galiano looking south over Village Bay, Mayne Island to Pender Island and across the
border to the American San Juan Islands. border to the American San Juan Islands. 

is available at these SER I OUS COFFE E locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Campbell River—Island Highway @ Village Willow Point

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

Sidney—Beacon Avenue 

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Nanaimo—V I Conference Centre good reading, great coffee — it’s time to get SERIOUS!
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G
reetings to readers in North Saanich who are receiving Island Tides in their mailbox this edition. If you would
like to continue reading Island Tides, in future you can pick-up a copy from our yellow boxes on the porches
of Deep Cove Market,The Roost Farm Bakery and from our 4 other box locations in Sidney (see page 3 for

details). Readers on Texada: Please let us know how to get in touch with your store(s) to put Island Tides on sale there.

LAWYERS, please turn to page 2 FERRY ACT, please turn to page 13

Under the provincial government’s Clean
Energy Act (Bill 17) BC Hydro will resemble
the US corporation Enron in its final days:
a legitimate electrical utility, partly
regulated, whose considerable assets and
cash flow are used to confer legitimacy on
(and guarantee finance for) a reckless and
totally unregulated energy trading business
characterized by secret transactions, off-
the-books contracts, and future
commitments of doubtful sustainability.

In the Clean Energy Act, introduced in
the Legislature on April 28, the BC
government attempts to write into
legislation, and thus make permanent, the
energy policies that it has been gradually
introducing over the last few years. These
include provincial ‘self-sufficiency’ in
electrical energy, the purchase of ‘green’
power from numerous Independent Power
Producers, and the development of ‘green’
electrical generation as an export industry.

Bill 17 appears to separate the
generation, distribution, and sale of

electrical power within BC from the
generation and transmission of power for
export and trading. Within BC, the pricing
of electricity (but little else) is to be
determined by an emasculated British
Columbia Utilities Commission (BCUC).
Export power trading policies, purchases,
and pricing are, however, to be determined
solely by the provincial cabinet, with no
oversight or auditing by any regulatory
body.

‘Public Interest’ Redefined
The ‘public interest’ criteria used by BCUC
have been radically redefined by the Act. No
longer must they focus on the ratepayers’
interests; they must now match the
government’s objectives. BCUC may no
longer question management or strategic
decisions by either BC Hydro or the cabinet,
no matter what their impact on costs to the
BC consumer. Thus the function of the
BCUC with respect to BC Hydro resembles
nothing so much as the original function of

Enronizing BC Hydro~ Patrick Brown

ENRONIZING, please turn to page 5

‘Sunshine’ in Ferry Act
amendments
Amendments to the Coastal Ferry Act, introduced

in the provincial legislature on April 29, provide

for public input into ferry decisionmaking, give

new powers and responsibilities to the BC Ferry

Authority and to the Ferry Commissioner, and

bring BC Ferries and the Authority under the

Freedom of Information Act.

They also specify a new and strict procedure for

setting salaries for ferry company directors and

executives, and give the Commissioner a more

proactive role in creating competition in the ferry

business.

This new transparency and increased

supervision could make the ferry service more

accountable to ferry-users and the public, and may

represent a ‘reining in’ of the quasi-private

corporation set up under the 2003 Coastal Ferry

Act.

They also respond to the comptroller-general’s

report last year, and to recommendations from the

Save our Ferries advocacy group.

Conflict and bias
concerns in 
corruption cases
BC’s Ex-Solicitor-General Kash
Heed, reappointed by Premier
Campbell on May 4, resigned again
on May 5, after Terrence Robertson,
the special prosecutor appointed to
examine the distribution of an
anonymous anti-NDP pamphlet
during his election campaign,
resigned. He had exonerated Heed
but recommended Elections Act
charges against Heed’s campaign
manager, his financial agent, and a
bulk mailer.

Robertson’s resignation stemmed
from his concern over the appearance
of conflict of interest because of a
$1,000 financial contribution made
by his firm to Heed’s election
campaign. The Law Society of BC has
launched an investigation of possible
professional misconduct. Robertson
has since returned his fee for the
work, and Peter Wilson has been
appointed as new special prosecutor.

Further enquiries by the BC press
indicate that it is common practice for
law firms to make donations to the
BCLiberal party (but not to the NDP).
Of the lawyers who are on the
government’s list of individuals
eligible for appointment as special
prosecutors, many are also recorded
as donors to the party.

Special prosecutors are private
practice lawyers who are appointed
by the justice ministry to handle cases
in which the use of government



Following a Public Hearing attended by 60 people on April
29, North Pender Trustees decided to push forward at once
with Second and Third Reading of bylaw 182, following
wording changes. Following the Hearing, Trustee Steeves
said that he was not going to be railroaded by the Rewrite
Bylaw 182 lobby. 

Trustees did not read the letters submitted to the binder
during the Hearing before proceeding to considering the
bylaw for 2nd and 3rd
Reading. Twenty letters were
in the binder before the
Hearing. 

Changes
Participants in the April 29
Public Hearing had asked for
the wholesale removal of
both Goal 18 and clause 7.4.7
(see Box, right). Trustee
Masselink was adamant that
he would not remove Goal 18.
Involved discussion followed.
The possibility of holding
another LTC meeting to
discuss the changes to the
bylaw was brought up. However Trustee Masselink insisted
that any changes to the bylaw be completed that afternoon.
Subsequently amending wording was attached to Goal 18
(see italics in Box).

Trustee Steeves was not in favour of removing 7.4.7 and
the words ‘in order to provide for affordable dwelling units
and ’ were inserted.

Opposition to Changes
Subsequently, those opposed to the bylaw insist that the
wording changes do not satisfy the points raised at the
meeting. The wording changes only intensify the possiblity
of presenting loopholes for developers insensitive to the
rural nature of the Island, particularly through Goal 18. 

Goal 18, with the inclusion of density transfer in the North
Pender OCP at a later date, would increase the potential for

housing on commercial property. 
Pender Islanders have previously

demonstrated opposition to a
corporately owned ‘village centre’ during
bylaw 141, which was defeated in 2004. 

(Last November, the density transfer
‘tool’ was introduced by planner Kojima
as one of the measures which could be
included in bylaw 182 but this was
turned down by trustees ‘for the time
being’. )

The  addition of  ‘affordable housing’
to  4.7.4, which applies to all ‘commercial
designations,’ does nothing to stop the
possiblity of residential units in C2 and
C3 visitor accommodations zones.

At the LTC Meeting, both Trustees Masselink and
Steeves vehemently expressed their hurt at public
opposition to  bylaw 182.

The bylaw is now before Trust Executive which will
consider it on May 18. Letters to Trust Executive must be
received by May 13. 0
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AT FULFORD HARBOUR
MAY

Day        Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m. Day        Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m.

12
WE

0221
0941
1739
2156

9.8
2.3
9.8
8.5

3.0
0.7
3.0
2.6

13
TH

0243
1011
1824
2242

9.8
1.3

10.2
8.9

3.0
0.4
3.1
2.7

14
FR

0307
1046
1909
2330

10.2
1.0

10.8
9.2

3.1
0.3
3.3
2.8

15
SA

0336
1124
1954

10.2
0.7

10.8

3.1
0.2
3.3

16
SU

0024
0411
1206
2039

9.5
10.2
0.3

11.2

2.9
3.1
0.1
3.4

17
MO

0128
0452
1252
2124

9.5
9.8
0.7

11.2

2.9
3.0
0.2
3.4

18
TU

0246
0539
1341
2207

9.2
9.5
1.0

11.2

2.8
2.9
0.3
3.4

19
TU

0408
0640
1432
2247

8.5
8.9
2.0

11.2

2.6
2.7
0.6
3.4

20
WE

0519
0808
1525
2323

7.5
7.9
3.0

11.2

2.3
2.4
0.9
3.4

21
FR

0614
1013
1622
2356

6.2
7.2
3.9

10.8

1.9
2.2
1.2
3.3

22
SA

0658
1229
1725

4.9
7.2
5.2

1.5
2.2
1.6

23
SU

0026
0738
1422
1832

10.8
3.9
7.9
6.6

3.3
1.2
2.4
2.0

24
MO

0053
0815
1545
1939

10.5
2.6
8.9
7.5

3.2
0.8
2.7
2.3

25
TU

0121
0851
1648
2046

10.5
1.6
9.8
8.5

3.2
0.5
3.0
2.6

26
WE

0150
0928
1740
2152

10.5
1.0

10.5
8.9

3.2
0.3
3.2
2.7

27
TH

0223
1006
1827
2256

10.2
0.7

10.8
9.2

3.1
0.2
3.3
2.8

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations

Ross Walker 
250-537-9710

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca 
www.islandmarine.ca

On Time & On Budget

Tide Table Courtesy of

AT POINT ATKINSON
MAY

Day        Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m. Day        Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m.

12
WE

0309
1023
1736
2239

13.5
3.3

13.8
10.5

4.1
1.0
4.2
3.2

13
TH

0337
1056
1819
2321

13.8
2.6

14.4
10.8

4.2
0.8
4.4
3.3

14
FR

0408
1132
1902

13.8
1.6

14.8

4.2
0.5
4.5

15
SA

0004
0443
1211
1946

11.2
13.8
1.3

15.1

3.4
4.2
0.4
4.6

16
SU

0051
0521
1253
2032

11.5
13.8
1.3

15.1

3.5
4.2
0.4
4.6

17
MO

0145
0605
1337
2119

11.5
13.5
1.6

15.1

3.5
4.1
0.5
4.6

18
TU

0250
0657
1424
2206

11.2
12.8
2.3

15.1

3.4
3.9
0.7
4.6

19
WE

0404
0802
1515
2251

10.5
11.8
3.3

15.1

3.2
3.6
1.0
4.6

20
TH

0519
0925
1610
2334

9.5
11.2
4.3

15.1

2.9
3.4
1.3
4.6

21
FR

0624
1108
1710

8.2
10.8
5.9

2.5
3.3
1.8

22
SA

0015
0717
1255
1817

15.1
6.6

10.8
7.5

4.6
2.0
3.3
2.3

23
SU

0053
0804
1429
1928

14.8
5.2

11.8
8.9

4.5
1.6
3.6
2.7

24
MO

0131
0848
1545
2037

14.8
3.6

12.8
9.8

4.5
1.1
3.9
3.0

25
TU

0208
0930
1646
2140

14.4
2.6

13.8
10.5

4.4
0.8
4.2
3.2

26
WE

0247
1011
1738
2236

14.4
2.0

14.4
10.8

4.4
0.6
4.4
3.3

27
TH

0326
1052
1824
2329

14.1
1.6

15.1
11.2

4.3
0.5
4.6
3.4

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

Peter Christenson  •  250-629-8386

www.shorelinedesign.ca

SHORELINE
DESIGN

• Fully insured

• Excellent

references

• Spe• Specializing in water

accaccess over steep 

& rugged 

terrain

YOUR BUSINESS HERE!
Inquire: 250-629-3660 or

islandtides@islandtides.com

Independent Dental Hygiene in a relaxed setting
Registered Dental Hygienists offering:

• scaling • root planing • polishing 

• whitening • gum disease therapy

Celebrating 7 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

250-655-4884

It is with deep sadness that we announce the passing of a much
loved husband, father and friend. After a long, courageously
fought battle with cancer he passed away peacefully Monday,
April 19, 2010 in Victoria. 

Paddy was with the Vancouver Fire Department for 27
years, Mayne Island Fire Chief for 10 years and owner of
Lambert Electric. As a resident of Mayne Island for 40 years,
he was actively involved in all aspects of Island life and found
great enjoyment from his volunteer work, especially with the
Lions Club and the committees he served on. Paddy was
known by all for his ‘short stories’. 

He will be missed by his loving wife of 57 years Patricia,
daughters Juli-Anne Patterson, Linda Connolly and Amy

Higgins, son-in-laws Ron Higgins and Bruce Waldron; Papa

will also be missed by his grandchildren, Trisha and Tyler

Connolly, Erin MacKenzie and Amanda Preet. Polly will also

miss you, espcially at dinner time. 

The family would like to gratefully all those who provided

such excellent care and support to our Dad these past few years

with special thanks to Bob Connolly; also thank-you to Dr Chi,

Dr Lozier, Mayne Island Assisted Living Society, Beacon

Services and to Cathy Brown. 

A Celebration of Paddy’s life was held at the Agricultural

Hall on Mayne Island on Sunday, May 2. Donations can be

made to the Canadian Cancer Society or charity of your choice.

PATRICK F. LAMBERT    March 17, 1931 - April 19, 2010
Photo Collage:  Brian HallerPhoto Collage:  Brian Haller

prosecutors might give an appearance of bias.

The Robertson matter has raised questions about the

appointment of William Berardino, the special prosecutor

appointed by the government in the Basi/Virk case.

Berardino is also listed as making a contribution to the

BCLiberal party, even after his appointment. 

It was Bernadino who recommended charges of fraud,

breach of trust, and accepting benefits against government

officials Dave Basi and Bobby Virk, and money laundering

against Aneal Basi, all in connection with the sale of BC Rail

for $1 billion in 2004. It is expected that BCLiberal ex-

cabinet ministers will be called as witnesses, but none have

been charged in connection with the case.

The Basi/Virk case has seen pre-trial sessions scheduled

for May 3 and May 10, and the start of the trial proper for

May 17.  A publication ban is in effect until the jury is

present. 0

STORY from page 1

GHG bylaw goes forward despite opposition

Points Of Issue
4. Section 1.2 (Goals) is amended by inserting a

new Goal (18) as follows: 
“18) To encourage a more compact, complete

and connected community, in a manner that
ensures that overall development potential and
density are not increased unless authorized
elsewhere in the plan.” 

4.7.4 The Local Trust Committee may consider
amending policies, zoning and development permit
area provisions to allow for second-storey
residential dwelling units in commercial
designations in order to provide for affordable
dwelling units and to encourage residences closer
to services and amenities in appropriate locations
and with appropriate regulation.  
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• Serving the Gulf Islands and  
Greater Victoria for over 25 years

• Fuel-efficient, cost-effective wood heating

• Solar domestic hot water heaters

• Sales and Installations

Unit 6 - 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

call: 250-386-7643
        

Solar Heating

      
     

   

    

  

       

        

      
     

   

    

  

       

        

      
     

   

    

  

       

        

      
     

   

    

  

       

        

      
     

   

    

  

       

        

Solar Heating

VANCOUVER  
INT’L AIRPORT

NANAIMO
(Departure Bay)

We’re all about the Islands

Our Islands. Our World.
S E A P L A N E SS E A P L A N E S

For scheduled flight info call 

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at 
seairseaplanes.com

• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at 

Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

‘Serious Coffee’ locations in Sidney, Mill Bay, Duncan,
Nanaimo, Parksville, Courtenay, Campbell River & Port Alberni 

Saanich:                Deep Cove Market (yellow box outside)
Canoe Cove Marina (yellow box outside)

                             The Roost Farm Bakery (yellow box outside)

Sidney:                  Pacific Coast Credit Union (yellow box outside)
                             Green Party Resource Centre (yellow box outside)
                             Fairway Market (yellow box outside)
                             Thrifty’s Food (in rack just inside the door)

Victoria:               Victoria Public Library Atrium
                             Coho Ferry Terminal (yellow box outside)
                             Victoria Clipper Ferry Terminal  (yellow box outside)

Salt Spring:         Vesuvius, BC Ferries Terminal 
                             Fulford, BC Ferries Terminal  (yellow box)
                             Skeena Queen (yellow box in lounge by pop machine)

Crofton:                Ocean Soul Book Store and Caffé (yellow box outside)

Chemainus/Thetis BC Ferries Terminal  (yellow box)

Ladysmith:            Coronation Square  (yellow box)

Gabriola:               Gabriola Ferry Terminal in Nanaimo Harbour (yellow box)

Southern Gulf Islands: Queen of Nanaimo, Mayne Queen, 
                             Queen of Cumberland
                             Mayne Island,Trading Post (yellow box outside)
                             Pender Island, Driftwood Centre (yellow box)
                             Galiano Island, Sturdies Bay (yellow box)
                             Saturna Island, General Store and 
                             Saturna Point Store (inside) 

Do you know a location that should carry Island Tides
newspaper? Phone 250-629-3660 or email

islandtides@islandtides.com with your suggestions.
We’ll see what we can do!

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

If it isn’t delivered to your mailbox, you
can pick up your copy of
at the following locations:

The Port McNeill based SOS Marine
Conservation Foundation (SOS
Foundation) has released a technology
report concluding that land-based, closed
containment salmon aquaculture is
technically and economically feasible.   

The Report, entitled ‘Technologies for
Viable Salmon Aquaculture,’ has been
extensively reviewed by aquaculture experts
and will remain in the public domain (see
www.saveoursalmon.ca). It was recently
presented at a Simon Fraser University
workshop and is another step towards the
SOS Foundation’s goal of helping to
establish BC as a leader in a globally
renowned, stable and viable finfish
aquaculture industry. 

The technology report was prepared by
Dr Andrew Wright as part of the SOS
Foundation’s strategy to support research
and to produce educational materials that
increase understanding of the ecosystem
and methods of protecting and conserving
it. 

Dr Wright’s research confirms that all
components required to build a full
recirculation land-based, closed
containment salmon farm are available as
commercial off-the-shelf items.

Specifics are provided for a facility that
would yield 1,000 metric tons (MT) of full-
grown fish and a supplementary 500 to 750
MT of early harvest fish annually. Atlantic
or Pacific salmon species could be
produced. 

The Report provides conservative
economic forecasts with the
acknowledgement that refinement of the
design would allow for substantial
reductions in both capital and operating
expenses. The 1,000 MT full recirculation
land-based, closed containment farm is
estimated to require an investment of
approximately $12 million. Final income
after costs would range between $5 million
and $13 million annually dependent upon
harvest strategies. 

The farm design, being comprised of ten
isolated modules, allows for optimization of
growth conditions for each life stage of the
fish and protection from total production
loss in the event of disease outbreak. By
controlling temperature, it is anticipated
that the grow-out period could be reduced
from the 18 to 22 months for salmon

currently being raised in open net-cage
facilities. 

Further financial opportunities are
identified. The module design allows for
ready incorporation of additional cash crops
and energy-saving methods. As a closed
system, the waste is captured as a resource
that can be used for energy and fertilizer. If
the salmon are grown in fresh water, as
supported by the farm design, the nutrient-
rich wastewater allows for the production of
crops such as lettuce or tomatoes. This
application of aquaponics offers a valuable
secondary revenue stream.

Building on the positive findings of the
report, the SOS Foundation is working with
the Namgis First Nation to establish a land-
based, closed containment pilot project in
the area of Northern Vancouver Island. The
project is currently at the technical design
stage.

The SOS Foundation gratefully
acknowledges the financial contributions
made towards the preparation of this
technology report by Fisheries and Oceans
Canada and the British Columbia Ministry
of Agriculture and Lands in partnership
with the Investment Agriculture
Foundation. 

The SOS Marine Conservation
Foundation is a broad coalition of Western
Canadians committed to working
collaboratively and innovatively with the
Federal and BC Governments to resolve
marine conservation challenges.

In Ottawa
Meanwhile, New Democrat Fisheries and
Oceans Critic Fin Donnelly (New
Westminster-Coquitlam) has made a move
to protect British Columbia’s wild salmon
by strengthening the Fisheries Act to
require fish farms operating on BC’s coast
to make the transition to closed
containment systems.

Bill C-502, introduced on May 5, directs
the Federal Fisheries Minister to develop,
table and implement a transition plan,
outlining how fish farm operations will
make the move. The plan will also ensure
that those currently working in the industry
will be protected during the transition.

‘New Democrats believe environmental

protection not only can, but must coexist

with economic prosperity,’ says Donnelly.

Land-based, closed containment salmon 
aquaculture report released 

SALMON FARMING, please turn to page 9

Henny Schnare, www.henny.ca

A woodpecker at work.



Lighthouses
Dear Editor:
After the Canadian Coast Guard met (yet again) with large-
scale opposition to their plan to destaff lighthouses last
September, the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans had to
intervene. She halted the Coast Guard's plans and promised
a review of the matter. The responsibility for conducting
that review has fallen to the Senate's Standing Committee
on Fisheries and Oceans. Hearings have begun but, so far,
only the Commissioner of the Coast Guard, George Da Pont,
and his staff have made presentations to the committee.

Lightkeepers have been key players in public safety for
over a century and their efforts continue to be held in high
regard by the Marine and Aviation communities on both
coasts. Their weather observations have a positive impact
in both the prevention of incidents and the success of rescue
efforts when incidents occur. They help in the accuracy of
forecasting and assist the timely flow of goods and
passengers along the waterways of both coasts.

Lightkeepers continue to assist in Search and Rescue,
provide sanctuary, act as first aid outposts, relay warnings
and distress calls, liaise with RCMP, Fisheries, Pollution
Control and other government agencies, and help to ensure
Canada’s sovereignty and security by establishing a strong
federal presence on our coastlines.

We hope that the members of the Senate Committee will
travel to both coasts and hold public hearings so that
Canadian businesses, workers, residents, and travellers who
spend much of their lives on and over our coastal waters will
have a chance to speak directly to them on this matter. In
the meantime, you can voice your support for a continued
human presence along our rugged coast by writing to the
Standing Committee on Fisheries and Oceans at fish-
peche@sen.parl.gc.ca. Please send a copy of your
submission to your local elected representatives.

Steve Bergh, President BC Lightkeepers Local 20232 & 
Alice Woods, Chatham Point Lt Stn, Campbell River

Reducing GHG Emissions On Islands
Dear Editor:
I read with great interest your Editorial and Patrick Brown’s
article on Complying with Bill 27,  (in your April 15 edition).
I live on Cortes Island and it is so obvious we share the same
issues and opportunities for taking action on climate change.

I agree with Mr Brown that in these Islands finding

creative solutions to transportation is probably the best
chance we have for reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
Unfortunately, all these islands have been planned around
cars and for cars, when we were not aware of all the
problems caused by them. Now we know better and we
have a very big problem to
solve, but working
together we should be able
to find solutions.

Here on Cortes Island
we are in the OCP review
process and one of our
challenges is to include
these matters in the OCP.
By the way, I also want to
thank you guys for the
Reducing GHG Emissions
in the Islands Trust Area
article you published in
your April 1 edition. It has
many good points and tips
that may help any
community dealing with
these issues.

On a bigger picture,
allow me to recommend to
check some outcome
documents from the
recent World People’s
Conference on Climate
Change and the Rights of
Mother Earth  in
Cochabamba, Bolivia. So
far they have released the following three papers: 

• The People’s Agreement, accessible at
http://pwccc.wordpress.com/; 

• The Indigenous Peoples’ Declaration, accessible at
http://bsnorrell.blogspot.com/2010/04/bolivia-indigenous-

peoples-declaration.html; and 
• The draft Declaration of the Rights of Mother Earth,

accessible at http://pwccc.wordpress.com/2010/02/07/draft-

universal-declaration-of-the-rights-of-mother-earth-2/

I find all these documents very powerful and inspiring
and I am sure they may help us with many of the things we
are trying to do for Mother Earth.

Norberto Rodriguez De La Vega, Cortes Island 

ecoENERGY Retrofit Homes Program 
The following letter was sent to The Honourable Christian
Paradis, Minister of Natural Resources.

Dear Minister Paradis: 
I am writing on behalf of the Islands Trust Council to
encourage the Federal Government to revitalize and
reinstate financial incentives for new participants in the
ecoENERGY Retrofit–Homes Program. We are very
concerned about the closure of this program to new
participants as this program provides important incentives
to homeowners to retrofit their homes and thereby reduce
their greenhouse gases.  

The Islands Trust consists of 12 local trust areas and one
island municipality in the Strait of Georgia and Howe
Sound. We are currently setting greenhouse gas targets for
our communities in 20 separate Official Community Plans.
The cancellation of this energy efficiency incentive program
leaves many homeowners without the means to help us
achieve those targets. Furthermore, the program provided
much needed stimulus for the local economies of the Trust

Area, as many of the energy efficiency upgrades were
undertaken through local small businesses and contractors.   

Given the need for urgent action to achieve our
greenhouse gas emissions reductions targets, and the vital
importance of stimulating local economies, we believe that

the grants delivered through
the ecoENERGY Retrofit
Homes Program need to be
just the beginning, rather
than the end, of federal
investment in building energy
efficiency. The Province of
British Columbia announced
on April 1, 2010 that it will
invest $35 million over the
next three years in LiveSmart
BC so that the Province can
continue to offer incentives
for energy efficient buildings
and upgrades. This support
recognizes the important role
retrofit incentive programs
play in economic stimulus
while achieving critical
climate change goals.  We
urge the federal government
to also continue to assist local
governments and the
communities they represent
to reduce their greenhouse
gas emissions by: 

• Continuing to make
energy assessments cost-

effective through rebates and subsidies for homeowners;
and 

• Dedicating adequate and stable funding to meet the
demand for energy efficiency retrofit grants and  incentives. 

We look forward to your response. 
Sheila Malcolmsen, Chair, Islands Trust Council

West Coast Salmon
For two decades now folks in the wild fishing industry,
sports fishers, scientists and concerned citizens have been
politely requesting that provincial and federal politicians
and bureaucrats stand up to the plate and take action to save
our indigenous salmon stocks on the BC coast. Meanwhile
threats to the salmon have continued to escalate while
salmon returns continue to decline. Forest companies have
been allowed to log too close to salmon streams, developers
have paved over productive salmon habitats, and fish farms
are poisoning our waters with their hormone filled pellets
while continuing lice infestations threaten vulnerable, small
salmon fry.

We watched as political inaction resulted in the
decimation of the Atlantic cod stocks. Maritimers did not
vote for this and neither did I. It’s time to take action before
we see the complete collapse of the Pacific Salmon, a fish
that has been feeding us for thousands of years.

It’s time to demand a complete moratorium on ocean
based fish farms, whether owned by Norwegians or
Canadians. We must protect our remaining productive
salmon runs whether from fish farmers, foresters,
developers of housing or run-of-river IPP’s.  We still have a
chance to save this valuable resource but the time is now.
Tomorrow will be too late.

Alice Grange, Merville
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Readers’ Letters

PENDER’S JULIE JOHNSTON TAKES
ISLAND TIDES TO THE WORLD

PEOPLE’S CONFERENCE IN BOLIVIA
ARTICLE NEXT EDITION

Buried in the Miscellaneous Statutes Amendment Act, Nº3,

introduced in the BC Legislature on April 29, are a series of

amendments to the Coastal Ferry Act which require the

Ferry Commissioner to consult the public and ‘consider the

interests of ferry users’ when setting ferry fares and

approving service proposals for BC Ferries.

This is new.

Up to now, the Commissioner’s sole responsibility was

to ensure the fares were sufficient, given the limit placed on

provincial financial contributions, to make the operation

financially viable: ‘priority is to be placed on the financial

sustainability of the ferry operators’. The Ferry Commission

was specifically forbidden to consider ferry users,

communities, or the public interest.

Public pressure has managed at last managed to

reinstate the public’s stake in BC Ferries after 7 years. It’s

an improvement but what a waste of everybody’s time and

money!

And the government has failed to learn the lesson. We

are on a new merry-go-round. This time its BC Hydro from

which the public interest component is being removed. In

the new Clean Energy Act the public interest has been

disregarded. The BC Utilities Commission is reduced to

setting electricity rates sufficient to finance the capital and

operating costs of the facilities specifically defined by the

Act as required for BC’s electrical ‘self-sufficiency’. BCUC,

which was created in 1988 to consider the ‘public interest’,

is now told to consider only government policy, as decreed.

It has taken seven years for the government to learn that

the role of the BC Ferries monopoly was to serve the public,

and that the public must have some way to have its say.

How long is it going to take the government to learn that

the public has much to contribute to defining the role and

organization of the BC Hydro monopoly? And that

ratepayers and the public (who are, in this case, essentially

the same) will not be ignored?  0



ISLAND TIDES, May 13, 2010, Page 5

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 50 words) MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words)

Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted‘What’s On?’
Every Saturday untill Thanksgiving
Pender Islands' Farmers’ Market—you never know what
you’ll find or who you’ll meet; ‘grow your own’ workshops
10:30am; fresh, local produce; baked goods; local art and
artisan works • Community Hall • Saturdays, 9:30am-1pm •
ON PENDER ISLAND

Fri, Sat & Sun May 15, 16 & 28
Pender Film Group Screenings—SAT MAY 15: Broken
Embraces (2009)—a blind writer has to heal old wounds and
direct his last movie; SUN MAY 16: matinée 1pm Mr Fantastic
Fox (2009)—angry farmers, tired of sharing their chickens try
to get rid of a fox and his family; FRI MAY 28: Crazy Heart
(2009)—faded country music musician reassesses his
dysfunctional life during a doomed but inspiring romance •
7:30pm unless otherwise noted • Community Hall • Admission
by donation • Info: www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER
ISLAND

Thurs, May 20 thru Sun, May 30
Uno Fest—Intrepid Theatre presents Canada’s

singular live theatre event; live comedy, drama,
puppetry, and performance worshops • Passes $65

for five shows, 250-383-2663 • Multiple venues
downtown • www.intrepidtheatre.com • IN

VICTORIA

Friday, May 21
Bob Wiseman—Juno-winning
singer/songwriter/ filmmaker
(Blue Rodeo, Feist) screens 8mm
and animated films with live song
accompaniment; guests Pender's
Magic Corporation sonic/visual debut; a Black Beaver Music
Adventure presentation • Community Hall • 7pm • Tickets:
$20/$10 Harmony Cafe, Talisman, Southridge • Info: 250-
629-6968 thefixer49@yahoo.com www.bobwiseman.com •
ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, May 22
5th Annual May Day
Celebration—Mayne Island
Conservancy presents: Morris
Dancers, procession to Miners Bay
Park with drummers & singers,
Maypole, labyrinth for the May
Queen's crowning, dancing & games,
delicious refreshments; everyone
welcome: elves, fairies and others •
Farmers' Market • 1pm • Admission:
Free • Info: Helen O'Brian 250-539-5619 • ON MAYNE ISLAND  

Sat, Sun & Mon, May 22, 23, & 24
Victoria Day Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy the
wavepool, waterslide, pirate ship, toddler pool, swirlpool,
family changerooms, steam, sauna, and diving boards. Saanich
Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay
Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • SAT: 1-4pm, 6:30-8:30pm; SUN:
10am-noon, 1-4pm; 6:30-8:30pm; MON: 10-noon, 1-4 pm • IN
SAANICH

Saturday & Sunday, May 22 & 23
North Shore Celtic
Ensemble—Celebrating a
Decade concert; culturally
diverse group of young musicians:
strings, percussion and wind
instruments perform lively, original
compositions and arrangements of
Celtic Orchestral based music •
GALIANO: May 22: South
Community Hall, 7pm, Tickets:
Galiano Island Books, The Corner
Store; PENDER: May 23:
Community Hall, 3pm, Tickets: Talisman Books, Southridge
Store • Tickets: $10, $5 children 12 & under • Info:
www.nscelticensemble.com • ON GALIANO AND PENDER
ISLANDS

Monday, May 24
15th Annual Bob Dylan Birthday
Party—an evening listening to, or
performing your favourite Bob Dylan tunes
(musicians: call Carolyn Oko 250-539-9806) •
Galiano Community Hall • Potluck 5:30 pm,
show 7pm, Bob’s cake at 10pm • Admission:
donation to Galiano Community Land & Housing
Trust • Info: Tom Hennessy 250-539-2930 • ON
GALIANO ISLAND

Friday, May 28
Bone Woman—a lyrical journey exploring the nature of grief
and the power of love; poetry, vertical dance, music, puppety and
visual arts; performance in support of Denman Island
Community Education Society (DICES) • Front Hall,
Community Hall • 8pm • Tickets: suggested donation $20 • Info:
Laurie Montemurro 250-335-9141 • ON DENMAN ISLAND

Saturday, May 29
Roy Forbes—Mayne Island Music Society
presents the ever-popular singer, songwriter
formerly known as Bim; Roy has toured
extensively in Canada and the US over the past
3 decades • Ag Hall  • 7:30pm • Tickets: advance
$15 at Happy Tides $18 at the door • Info:
www.musiconmayne.ca • ON MAYNE ISLAND

Friday, June 4
Alpha Yaya Diallo—three-
time Juno Award winning
guitarist, singer, songwriter
performs in French, English
and his native Guinean
languages of Foulani and
Souso; benefit concert for Doctors Without Borders (MSF) for
Haiti relief; donations accepted & tax receipts available •
Community Hall • 7:30pm • Tickets: $20/12 years & under $10
• ON PENDER ISLAND

Sunday, June 6
HealthCare Society Pancake Breakfast—fundraiser for
ongoing equipment requirements for the Medical Clinic,
presented by the Pender Islands Lions Club and Dave, Diane
and Jason Dryer; to volunteer to help serve pancakes contact
Mark at 250-629-3172 • Memories Restaurant • 8-10am •
Adults $10 12-&-under $5 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Friday & Saturday, June 11 & 12
Denman Island Arts Centre Workshops—Ruth Payne:
Tools for Creating an Effective Marketing Plan: learn the
essentials to successfully market and exhibit your artwork •
workshop: $75, materials: $10 • Denman Island Arts Centre •
www.artsdenman.com • ON DENMAN ISLAND

Fri thru Sun, July 9–11
Vancouver Island MusicFest—6
stages of music; Roberta Flack, Little
Feat, Nanci Griffith, Joan Osborne, The
Holmes Brothers, Adrian Belew, Po'Girl,
and more; on-site riverside camping,
kids stuff, green festival projects  • Early
bird tickets to June 30: Adult $129,
Senior $99, Youth (13-18) $69 1-866-
898-8499 •  Info:
www.islandmusicfest.com • IN THE
COMOX VALLEY

Fri thru Mon, September 3–6
Denbaya West African Music and Dance
Workshop—retreat includes hands-on

instruction by world-renowed master dancers,
drummers and balafonists • Camp Pringle,
Shawnigan Lake • Cost includes workshops, meals
and accommodation • Info 250-743-5846

www.moondancearts.ca • IN SHAWNIGAN LAKE 

Salish Sea-wide Visibility
islandtides@islandtides.com 250-629-3660

Salish Sea-wide Visibility
islandtides@islandtides.com 250-629-3660

the BC Ferry Commission with respect to BC Ferries: no

longer an advocate for the customers, but only a sort of

accountant for the government, to set the rates without the

appearance of political involvement. 

The resultant record For BC Hydro is likely to be similar:

continuing and substantial increases in rates to pay for large

borrowings to support future capital outlays; no questions

asked.

Once again, the government has established, through

legislation, a long term but unsound business model for a

utility owned by its customers, but in which they have no

effective voice.

The Unregulated Export Enterprise
The really remarkable characteristic of the Clean Energy

Act is how little it tells us about the management and

operation of the electricity export and trading business. This

part of BC Hydro has been described by the Minister as an

‘aggregator’—an operation which might buy ‘green’ power

from various IPPs, add in power from BC’s dams to fill in

seasonal and even daily gaps in run-of-river, wind, tidal, and

solar generation, and then sell it, as ‘firm’, ‘green’ power to

California and other customers.

It’s immediately clear that this business cannot operate

unless it trades power daily with the regulated, domestic

part of BC Hydro. Without the use of the big dams, its

inventory of electricity is instantly perishable. It must not

only purchase ‘heritage’ power, but also use the same

transmission lines for exporting power as the regulated part

of Hydro uses for domestic distribution. (The Act re-

integrates the BC Transmission Corporation into BC Hydro,

recognizing that the assumed US trend towards separate

power transmission utilities isn’t going to happen.)

Cross-subsidization?
This immediately raises the question of cross-subsidization:
will the unregulated part of BC Hydro pay a fair price to the
regulated part for purchased power and transmission
services, and who (cabinet or BCUC) will determine what
that price might be? And how will we know whether it is
fair? It also requires integration of planning between the

two, and the allocation of facilities’ capital costs. In fact, this

is called for in the Act.

We have already seen that the prices paid, and the

contract terms, for IPP ‘green’ power are to be kept secret.

No doubt the selling price of the ‘firmed and shaped’ power

will also be secret. 

The IPPs had asked that they be allowed to purchase fill-

in power at the same rates as BC’s large industrial users.

Will the new arrangement be that BC Hydro will purchase

the ‘un-firmed, unshaped’ power from IPPs, and sell it as

firmed and shaped? If so, will any profit be made, even at

the expense of the domestic power operation?

In addition, it is questionable whether the trading

operation could attract operating finance were it not backed

by the assets and cash flow of the regulated part of BC

Hydro.

No wonder the Premier and the Minister did not seem

to be on the same page when asked whether Site-C was for

domestic or export power. Could be they didn’t know.

Commentary 
This total lack of transparency in a potentially billion-dollar

trading enterprise, to be managed by the provincial cabinet,

could provide opportunities for conflict of interest,

corruption, and favouritism unmatched since the sale of BC

Rail. 

It is recognized that subsidies of one sort or another are

common practice as governments attempt to encourage

economic development. However, for the public support of

such economic policies, both transparency and public trust

are essential. This government neither displays

transparency nor merits trust. 0

ENRONIZING from page 1

Ratepayers Pay
Within BC, power generation and distribution by BC
Hydro are to be much as before, except that Hydro’s
ratepayers must pay not only for the ‘heritage’ power they
are using, but also for additional generation facilities,
particularly Site-C, which the government has defined as
necessary to meet estimated future needs in an estimated
future ‘lowest water year’. The rates are to be set by BCUC,
which has been left with the sole function of ensuring that
they are sufficient to cover the financial requirements to
meet this government-defined ‘self-sufficiency’ criteria. 

In addition to Site-C, the Act also specifically defines
a number of capital projects and purchase decisions
which are to be included in the requirements for ‘self-
sufficiency’, and are therefore to be financed from BC
ratepayers’ electricity bills. These have had, and will have,
little or no debate or scrutiny. 

They include additional generating capacity at
Revelstoke and the Mica dam, a bio-energy contract call,
surplus power from pulp mills, 5,000GWh from the
2008 clean power call, a (10MW max) standing offer
program, a feed in tariff program, the universal
installation of ‘smart meters’; all of this plus an additional
cushion of 3,000GWh, source undefined.
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Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484

Fax 250-652-4486

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

• harvesting 
systems

• design

• installation

• service

BOB BURGESS 
tel. 250-246-2155

bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.com

1625 Quadra Street, Victoria 

250-388-9200 250-381-8551
simplycounters@shaw.ca gazzola.tile@shaw.ca

Specializing in stone & quartz counters

Your island specialists

JAKOBSEN
A S S O C I A T E S

Custom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,

and Vacation Homes 
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Spring Training...
...Detoxifying Body Wrap

& Relaxation Massage
90 minutes, $185*

Gardener's Delight!...
...Luxury Spa Manicure
and free paraffin dip
70 minutes, $65-$75* 

*includes all day access
to steam cave, pool & hot tub
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Analyzing the dump
The second phase of a solid waste stream analysis, to

evaluate the effectiveness of existing waste diversion

programs and aid in the development of future waste

reduction initiatives, has begun at Saanich Peninsula’s

Hartland Landfill. The final report with validated results will

be released in July. The last analysis was completed at

Hartland Landfill in 2004-5.

‘Waste stream analysis provides an important way of

learning what is ending up in our region’s landfill,’ said

Hartland Landfill Manager Tom Watkins. ‘The analysis

works as an excellent performance measurement, telling us

where our programs are succeeding, and where more

education is needed in order to help residents reduce the

amount of waste entering the landfill.’

Phase One of the analysis took place from October

19–November 17 last year, when representative sampling

was taken from the landfill face in order to determine

In an election that resulted in a parliament in which no party
has a majority, the leader of United Kingdom’s Green Party
won her seat, Brighton Pavilion, by 1,252 votes. The seat was
formerly held by the Labour party with a 6,000 vote
majority.

Caroline Lucas will not only be Britain’s first Green
Member of Parliament, but she will be the first Green
anywhere in the world to be elected under a first-past-the-
post electoral system. Lucas polled 31% of the vote.

According to Britain’s The Independent, Lucas’ success
was the result of a concentrated effort by the Greens, who
turned out 200 volunteers and 50 vote-checkers at polling
stations to ensure that Green supporters got to the polls.
And the Brighton constituency was known to be
sympathetic to her environmental cause, having elected
Greens to local government.

But those weren’t the only contributing factors.
‘All the evidence we have of getting Greens on to local

councils, into the Scottish Parliament, into the European
Parliament and the London Assembly shows that once we
get that foot in the door, we’re here to stay,’ she said. Lucas
herself has been a Member of the European Parliament, a
position she will now resign.

‘What I would highlight is that we haven’t changed the
policies. What’s happened is that some of the issues we’ve
been forecasting for very many years, including [the] reality
of climate change, for example, have actually come to pass,
and therefore our policies are being seen as ever more
urgent and ever more relevant,’ she said.

Lucas was elected to a Parliament in which neither
Labour nor the Conservatives achieved a majority; the
Liberal Democrats holding the balance of power. They will
undoubtedly be courted by both Labour and Conservatives,
but have hinted strongly that their price will be the
introduction of a proportional representation system of
voting. 0

DUMP, please turn to page 10

UK Green Party leader elected to Parliament

In less than a decade, British Columbia has gone from
environmental leader to environmental laggard in
stewarding one of our most important natural resources.
And it could not come at a worse time, as we grapple with
climate change and its horrendous impact on our forests.

In what was once one of the greener jurisdictions on
earth a major reforestation crisis is underway. A backlog of
lands in desperate need of replanting has doubled in a
decade, while public investments in tree planting have
plummeted.

But before plumbing the depths, let’s celebrate past
achievements—achievements that crossed political lines
under provincial Social Credit and New Democratic Party
administrations and federal Liberal and Progressive
Conservative regimes.

In the mid 1980s, BC had a substantial problem on its
hands. Years of neglect following logging, forest fires and
pest outbreaks had left vast swaths of land with too few trees
—a condition known in industry and government parlance
as Not Satisfactorily Restocked or ‘NSR.’

Back then the province paid for virtually all tree-planting,
a practice that the Social Credit government of the day
wisely abolished in 1986, requiring the companies that
profited from logging public forests to put something back.

But the transfer of responsibilities did nothing to address
the, by then, sizeable NSR backlog. So, between 1986 and
1998, the provincial and federal governments invested an
average of $165 million per year to renew public forests. The
number of trees planted and the area reforested more than
doubled; the area of land cleared of brush so that trees could
grow more freely increased fivefold; and there was a
sevenfold increase in the number of trees thinned, so that
the remaining trees could grow faster. Back then NSR
shrank faster than the melting pre-Olympics snow, and the
provincial and federal governments owned the reforestation

podium. No more.
In 2001, public reforestation investments stood at $45

million. A year later, those same investments had been
slashed to $7 million. By 2004, they had reached an anemic
$3 million.

Incredibly, over the same timeframe the area of BC
forest attacked by the mountain pine beetle went from
785,497 hectares to more than 7 million hectares. In other
words, while the area of land filled with hundreds of millions
of beetle-killed trees increased by a factor of 9, the amount
of public dollars spent on replanting decreased by 93%—all
this from a government that professed to care about
stewarding our publicly owned natural resources.

In more recent years, government spending has
increased somewhat. In 2008-09, provincial funding of
reforestation efforts through the ‘Forests for Tomorrow’
program stood just shy of $26 million and 6.79 million trees
were planted (unpublished data for the 2009-10 fiscal year
pegs planting at 13.5 million trees, with dollars spent not yet
available).

All to the good, until one considers the context. Twenty
years ago we spent six times as much in public dollars and
for that money planted 31 times more seedlings on average.
By any measure, from a government that professes to value
‘results’ such a performance can only be called an
embarrassment.

And now, comes the wake-up call. The Ministry of
Forests says that the true extent of the reforestation crisis is
far worse than previously stated. An estimated 700,000
hectares has suddenly appeared as new tracts of public land
in need of reforestation. These previously ‘missing’ lands,
reported for the first time as such by Ministry personnel last
fall, increase the total area of NSR by 1,750 Stanley Parks in
size.

BC’s reforestation crisis~ Arnold Bercov, George Heyman and Ben Parfitt

The Capital Regional District and a Citizen Advisory Panel
are preparing a new strategic plan that will set the direction
for the regional parks and trails system for the coming
decade. Community dialogue sessions are being held
throughout the district in May; citizen involvement is
essential in preparing the plan.

‘This strategic plan will define the long-term ‘big picture’
framework for our regional parks and trails,’ says
Christopher Causton, CRD Regional Parks Committee
Chair. ‘I encourage residents to come out and help us shape
the future of regional parks and trails. Get involved to ensure
your ideas, values and issues are known.’

A Citizen Advisory Panel has been set up to help prepare
the plan and to provide advice to the committee. The 17-
member panel includes women and men from throughout
the district, and represents a wide age-range of people with
diverse interests in and knowledge of regional parks. Panel

members will play an essential role in engaging the public
and will ultimately recommend a Strategic Plan to the
Regional Parks Committee.

In Year 2000, the CRD Board adopted a ten-year
Regional Parks Master Plan, now called the Strategic Plan.
It had a major influence on Regional Parks and guided the
direction of the department over the last decade. It led to
establishment of the Land Acquisition Fund and helped
guide the stewardship of the natural environment, connect
people to the land, and provide opportunities for citizens,
community organizations and other levels of government
to partner with Regional Parks to achieve their vision.

CRD Regional Parks protects and manages more than
11,500 hectares of natural areas in 30 regional parks and
three regional trails on southern Vancouver Island and the
Southern Gulf Islands. 0

Help shape the future of CRD regional parks and trails

REFORESTATION, please turn to page 14
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Bfine custom cabinets from MERIT

Bkitchens Bbathrooms Boffices

Bdining & entertainment units

Bserving Salt Spring & the Southern 

Gulf Islands

Carl Borgstom 
Kitchen Designer

250-538-7133

Mouat’s Trading Co. - Downtown Ganges, 
Salt Spring Island

KITCHEN & BATH CENTRE

 

The “Great Escape” Maze

Can you find the safe migration paths? Don’t go near a salmon farm          or you may get lost! 

Help the salmon fry find their way from the river beds to the ocean? 

The “Great Escape” Maze

Can you find the safe migration paths? Don’t go near a salmon farm          or you may get lost! 

Help the salmon fry find their way from the river beds to the ocean? 

Can you find the safe migration paths? Don’t go near a salmon farm          or you may get lost! 

Help the salmon fry find their way from the river beds to the ocean? 

XCan you find the safe migration paths? Don’t go near a salmon farm          or you may get lost! XCan you find the safe migration paths? Don’t go near a salmon farm          or you may get lost! Can you find the safe migration paths? Don’t go near a salmon farm          or you may get lost! Can you find the safe migration paths? Don’t go near a salmon farm          or you may get lost! XX
Help the salmon fry find their way from the river beds to the ocean? 

Can you find the safe migration paths? Don’t go near a salmon farm          or you may get lost! 

 

X

Can you find the safe migration paths? Don’t go near a salmon farm          or you may get lost! 

 

X

Can you find the safe migration paths? Don’t go near a salmon farm          or you may get lost! 

 

X

Can you find the safe migration paths? Don’t go near a salmon farm          or you may get lost! 

 

XCan you find the safe migration paths? Don’t go near a salmon farm          or you may get lost! XCan you find the safe migration paths? Don’t go near a salmon farm          or you may get lost! Can you find the safe migration paths? Don’t go near a salmon farm          or you may get lost! 

X

X

Can you find the safe migration paths? Don’t go near a salmon farm          or you may get lost! X
 

X

Can you find the safe migration paths? Don’t go near a salmon farm          or you may get lost! 

 

X

   

X

 

X

  

X

  

X

 

X

 

X

 

X

 

X

 

X

 

X

 

X

    

X

     

A
bout 100 years ago, there were about 100 times as
many Fraser River sockeye salmon as
are now left: a run that once saw

100 million salmon is reduced to just
over 1 million. Overfishing, pollution
(from what goes into our sewage
systems, logging, agricultural, mining
and other runoff), habitat loss from
water extraction, dams, climate change
as well as the disease and other threats to
wild salmon from open net finfish farming all
contribute to the drastic decline in salmon stocks.

To raise awareness and say ‘no’ to finfish aquaculture,
renowned biologist Alexandra Morton initiated the ‘Get
Out!’ Salmon Migration walk, which started on Earth Day
and ended many kilometres later in Victoria, on May 8. In
her words: ‘Salmon are thriving in Alaska where there are
no salmon farms. They’re thriving in the western Pacific
where there’s no salmon farms. But everywhere in the
world these Norwegian salmon farms exist, wild salmon
are going extinct—Norway, Scotland, Ireland, eastern
Canada. The only people who’re denying it are

government, and industry.’
We need to follow up on this mobilization to save
our salmon. Write to your MLA and please send

copies to the  Minister of Agriculture, Steve
Thomson, Steve.A.Thomson@gov.bc.ca and
the NDP Agriculture critic Lana Popham,
ndp@leg.bc.ca. 0

The salmon maze was from an idea of Wally du
Temple’s put into action by Barbara Watson. The

Eco-idea series is  a production of an eco-group at
Salt Spring Middle School led by Jan Slakov. The
woodpecker  logo is by Hannah Martens. If you have an
Eco-Idea to publish or illustrate, please send it to
janslakov@shaw.ca or call Jan at (250) 537-5251.

Eco-Idea 1: Save Our Salmon!
THE GREAT ESCAPE MAZE

ECO-WOODY

uniting Islands—big and small. It costs a
lot to keep a regional newspaper going! 

Voluntary Subscriptions help
keep all this great news coming!

Did something in this edition:
• inform you?

• pique your interest?

• amuse you?

• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?

• make a good you contact for you?

• find you an opportunity?

• inspire you to take action?

• make a conversation topic?

• find you a good buy or service?

If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our yellow
free boxes located across the Strait of Georgia

and from Victoria to Campbell River or, if you read
online, you can show your support and appreciation

by mailing a voluntary subscription of 

($25 + $1.25 gst = $26.25) to: 
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0

(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!
And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to
those of you  who have given

subscriptions. Keep those lovely
letters and emails coming, too. We
paste them all in our scrapbooks! 

New service serves up
green opportunities across
Canada
It just got a lot easier for Canadians to participate in

environmental initiatives in their communities. The

Canadian Environmental Network (RCEN) has announced

the launch of a comprehensive new eco-calendar, a green

jobs board, and an environmental volunteer board.

Hundreds of events have already been posted from

across Canada, ranging from a ‘Solar Home Tour,’ to

organic gardening workshops, to national scientific

conferences.

Hundreds of jobs on the site include everything from

tree-planting work to executive positions at some of

Canada’s largest environmental organisations.

‘This is a great initiative for recent graduates that want

to gain practical experience while helping the environment.

It’s reassuring to know there are organisations that are

looking out for students!’ said Sharif Virani, a recent

University of Ottawa graduate.

The RCEN is a national network of over 600

environmental organisations, many of whom are already

using the service. The site is intended for all Canadians, as

well as green businesses, educational institutions and

environmental NGOs.

‘Our goal is to make it easy for Canadians to participate

in things that interest them—everything from home energy

retrofits, to green jobs, to climate change policy,’ said Robert

Henri, RCEN Communications Coordinator.

The Everdale Environmental Learning Centre,

northwest of Toronto, is already using the site. ‘It’s like a

community centre for everyone who’s striving towards a

more sensible, ecological future,’ said Gavin Dandy,

Everdale co-founder.

‘Getting involved in your community is one of the most

rewarding ways to make a difference.’ said Henri. ‘It’s easy

to be cynical about the environment, but once you’ve tapped

into some of the positive things you can do, that starts to

change.’ 0 

4090 Bayridge Ave	West Vancouver  BC V7V 3K1  
t 01 604 921 8646	 f 01 604 921 0755   
bsa@blueskyarchitecture.com   
www.blueskyarchitecture.com  
     

HELLIWELL + SMITH
BLUE SKY ARCHITECTURE

"From the first Blue Sky 
Architecture have been 
regionalists in the best 
sense of the term. They 
have been deeply involved 
with the ecology and 
topography of southern 
British Columbia and its 
wonderful interweave of sea, 
forest, and rock ."
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1 800 655 5574
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AUTHENTIC PRE-CRAFTED HOME PACKAGES...
OF
DELIVERED AND INSTALLED.

 THE UTMOST QUALITY
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IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

LETTERS, from page 4

‘The Migration’ On The Road
Dear Editor:
Walking through the communities of Vancouver Island on
the Get Out Migration has been a powerfully emotional
experience. We are walking to tell people that if they simply
stand up and make themselves visible to government, there
is no reason we have to lose our wild salmon. But as we walk
into towns with our flags flying, brilliant salmon signs,
singing ‘we are walking to Victoria to save our fish,’ an
entirely unexpected thing is happening.  People are coming
up to me and holding me—crying. They are speaking about
schools without children, independent livelihoods lost,
communities dying. This is about much more than fish.

This is about the independent way of life that built these
communities going extinct. As we walk I see a land of
beautiful clear streams, fertile soil green with life, air sweet
with flowers and then I enter towns so burdened by global
corporate markets that they can no longer thrive on the
richness of this land.  There is something very wrong here,
it is painful to witness and people are sad.

Somehow we have become blind to our public resource
—millions of salmon flowing annually to our doorstep,
feeding people and our economy province wide. We have
somehow been convinced that farmed Atlantic salmon are
better: dyed pink, vaccinated, fed Chilean fish, in pens
where we cannot catch them, infesting wild fish with lice.
We believe there are jobs even as the Norwegian companies
are mechanizing as fast as they can to reduce the number
of jobs.  When people see us they know we have been duped
and they don’t know how to turn this around.  The Get Out
Migration has been protected, blessed, gifted and honored
by the First Nations who know best what has been lost.
Everyday more people are joining our trek - weathering
storms in tents, waving at thousand honking motorists on
the road to Victoria.  Our ranks swell as we enter the towns,
white doves have been released, First Nation canoes parallel
us, songs have been written, feasts laid out, flotillas
surround us, people are awakening.

Do we still live in a democracy?  Our essential rights and
freedoms are being lost as foreign shareholders decide our
fate, what happens on our land, dividing our communities,
in an equation where they get more as we get less.  As our
salmon go so we go, they are a lifeline to the powerful
natural world that gave birth to us.  We must lead our
governments back to where we can survive.  Walk with us.

Be there for our salmon, our towns, our children, for
yourself. If you want to be represented you must represent
yourself.

Alexandra Morton, From The Migration Walk

Walking The Talk For Salmon Is Not
Over After ‘The Migrati0n’

Dear Editor:   

‘Get the facts, balance the sources, see the whole picture.’ So

says the banner of a BC Salmon Farmers Association

advertisement.  Good ideas. To that end our governments

have sponsored studies.  Then they have willfully ignored

their own studies.  For example, the Pacific Salmon Forum,

which cost millions, proposed solutions for resolving

disputed science. The PSF also recommended establishing

thresholds for biological markers of ecosystem health and

monitoring them. However, the fish farm industry did not

accept the restraints , and the governments have not forced

them to .  Our politicians are allowing greater risk to salmon

than they have been advised to do.

The next bit of the BC Salmon Farmer’s ad brings up the

complexity of the problems facing wild salmon, and claims

that critics are blaming declines solely on fishfarms.  This is

solely their words. No-one is saying that. This is a dishonest

mischaracterization of their critics. And, it uses the other

stresses on salmon as cover for harmful effects from farms.

The writers carry on with more corporate spin to effect the

views of the public and probably their own employees.

There is so much wrong, and it begins at a high level, a

political level. The Department of Fisheries has the mandate

of protecting the environment and wild salmon. It should

not be also the promoter of salmon aquaculture, a clear

conflict of interest.

Who to believe?  Alexander Morton saw smoke and cried

fire.  It was the right thing to do. I don’t think there are many

of us who could withstand the scrutiny and criticism that

she received and still have the strength of her convictions to

carry on. She researched how to do the needed science and

did it, and did it well enough to receive an honorary

doctorate from SFU acknowleging her contributions.  I am

also impressed by the character of many who joined her.

And  impressed by those who, over ten years, like Tom Davis

writing in the Boatjournal, thought this through and

changed  from being cautious optomists for salmon farms,

to fence sitters, to dissenters.  
LETTERS, please turn to page 10

Salmon Walk
When the salmon walk reached Fanny Bay
on Friday, April 30, things began to heat up.
More than 200 people, including a large
contingent from Denman and Hornby
Island, joined scientist Alexandra Morton
as part of her ‘salmon are sacred’ journey
from Sointula to Victoria.

‘We are deeply concerned about the
impact the massive underground  coal mine
proposed for Baynes Sound would have on
salmon habitat,’ says John Snyder, a Fanny
Bay resident who chairs the steering
committee for CoalWatch Comox Valley.

‘We believe wild salmon are vital to BC,
and we want to do everything we can to
ensure they are protected.’

Morton’s journey—known as the ‘Get
Out Migration’—is principally aimed at
pressuring the government to remove
Atlantic salmon farms from wild salmon
migration routes. However, her stop in
Fanny Bay also shed light on local concerns
about the proposed mine, which would be
located on the salmon-bearing Cowie Creek.

Morton met up with the large delegation
from Denman and Hornby at the Buckley
Bay ferry terminal in the afternoon. That
group walked on to Cowie Creek, where they
joined about 100 Comox Valley residents.
Snyder noted that the proposed mine would
be located six kilometres up Cowie Creek,

which is already identified as sensitive
salmon habitat.
The whole contingent walked to the

Fanny Bay community hall for a 4pm rally
attended by more than 200 people. Both
Snyder and Morton spoke passionately
about the need to protect wild salmon.

On May 5, Alexandra Morton addressed
an assembly at Gabriola Primary School
before leading a walk of several hundred
schoolchildren, parents and supporters.
The Grail Dancer, a traditional wooden
schooner, carried the migration from Silva
Bay on Gabriola Island into Ladysmith
Harbour for an evening event hosted by
Doug Routley MLA.

On Thursday, May 6, Alexandra Morton
spoke to schoolchildren at Ladysmith
Primary School and walked on to Duncan
for a Civic Square event. The migration was
swelled by supporters from Salt Spring
Island who biked from the Crofton ferry
where they were met by Spirit Drummers
who led the march into Civic Square. 

On Friday May 7, The Migration
travelled from Duncan to Mill Bay, where
they were met by students from Brentwood
College and the Malahat First Nations
before taking the ferry to Saanich. 

At Brentwood Bay, The Migration
received a greeting from the Tsartlip First
Nations Chief Wayne Morris. Walking on to
Sidney, a gala event and presentation took
place at Mary Winspear hall on Friday
evening, at which Alexandra gave an
presentation about her reasons for rallying
the public around wild salmon. She shared

her experiences of her journey on the
Migration (see also ‘Letters’ below). Three
thousand people rallied at the Legislature in
Victoria on Saturday, May 8. More next
edition. 

Online Exhibition
Fiddle Reef lighthouse existed for eighty
years, from 1898 to 1978, on a small islet
roughly in the middle of Victoria’s Oak Bay.
Artist Donald Lawrence’s fascination with
Fiddle Reef began when he was a boy
paddling about the Bay and was
reawakened twenty years later. It has
continued through a series of models and
plans, imagined reconstructions, evocative
images and videos, and ongoing
inspirations. ‘Fiddle Reef Remembered’ is a
project that took on a life of its own, and

keeps on floating, perhaps as a collapsible,
portable lighthouse towed by an artist in a
kayak.

Donald Lawrence lives in Kamloops, and
teaches in Visual Arts at Thompson Rivers
University. Through such forms as
maquettes, photography, film, and
sculpture his artworks are personal stories
about travel, and mechanical invention. He
links these stories to his interests in the
outdoors and specifically to sea kayaking—
a form of exploration which has taken him
to such places as Alaska, Newfoundland,
and Scotland’s Outer Hebrides, as well as,
of course, the islands and coast of British
Columbia.

His creative journeys and research

Round The Islands

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

Pender Island Choral Society and Pender Island Children’s Choir premiered

‘Zimbe! Come Sing the Songs of Africa’ to standing ovations on May 7, 8 & 9.

RTI, please turn to next page below
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LAND ACT:

NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A 

DISPOSITION OF 

CROWN LAND

Take notice that Howard

Laird McCulloch Jr and

Penelope Jane Spilsbury of

Woodside, California, intend to

make application to Integrated

Land Management Bureau

(ILMB), West Coast Service

Centre for a Specific Permission

– Private Moorage situated on

Provincial Crown land located at

Saltspring Island/Vicinity of

Sansum Narrows.

The Lands File Number that

has been established for this

application is File #1413871.

Written comments concerning this

application should be directed to

the Section Head, Integrated Land

Management Bureau at 142 - 2080

Labieux Rd, Nanaimo, BC, V9T

6J9, or emailed to:

AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo@g

ov.bc.ca. Comments will be

received by ILMB until June 30,

2010. ILMB may not be able to

consider comments received after

this date. Please visit our website:

http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/clad/la

nd_prog_services/programs.html

under the link: Applications &

Reasons for Decision for more

information. 

Be advised that any

response to this advertisement

will be considered part of the

public record. For information,

contact the Freedom of

Information Advisor at

Integrated Land Management

Bureau’s regional office.  

T
he Jones’ flock of sheep has arrived at
Haggis Farm for their annual summer
vacation. The grass has been growing like

crazy—possessed with the very might of Mother
Nature.  The dishes may not be done, but having
the few pieces of ‘lawn’ directly surrounding the
house, with their brilliantly green-hued blades,
mowed to a uniform height, is balm to my soul!
The rest is meadow-fodder for the sheep,
chickens, Canada geese, deer, mice, and
turkeys. A viewscape for the sun and moon to
play over. I salute the bizillions of soil
microbes, mushroom spores, bugs, seeds and
the grand animators of life at work that I can’t
even fathom!  

The barn swallows are back, finally, long
after the violet green swallows arrive. Derm’s
Repair garage/barn is lively with nestbuilding
and refurbishing and Chuck Crowley has
breadpan starter kits for the swallows in his
workshop.  Barn swallow homes have been
constructed at the Fog Alarm Building and the
ballfield storage shed as they have been
upgraded—I’m glad they have some
alternatives  for raising young.   

HST Petition
Judith Rees-Thomas and Anne Popperwell
held a special petition-signing occasion at the
rec centre collecting 70 signatures from voters
who oppose the HST tax; voter lists and
identification required. Saturna’s petition will
be sent to a regional organizer in Victoria who
will send it to Bill Vander Zalm who is the
initiator of the petition under the province’s
Recall and Initiative Act. The petition calls on
the provincial government to consider new
legislation that would repeal the tax.  At the
end of June, the accumulated petitions will go
to Elections BC. Signatures of 10% of the
electors in each of BC’s 85 ridings are
necessary to make the petition successful.  As
of May 1, Saanich North & The Islands have
10.8% of the voting public signed up: about 4,365
signatures (175,000 province wide). The goal is
for 15% in our riding.

Bees
There used to be a tiny sign as you drove onto the
Tsawassen causeway saying, ‘No bees beyond this

point, you are entering a quarantine area’—or
something close to that. In an earlier article, I
reported to you about our local beekeepers
importing bees from New Zealand, as opposed to
importing them from anywhere else in Canada—
as required by provincial law. 

As of this May 1, the legislation which,

combined with the waves of the Strait of Georgia,

has been protecting Island beehives from

diseases from the Mainland, was cancelled. This

quarantine has been in effect for beekeepers since

1988. Within that time the province has tried to

drop it twice.  Both times it was reinstated after

vigorous efforts on the part of a coalition of Island

beekeepers.  

Honey bees serve a vital role as pollinators of
fruits and are vital to the Vancouver Island’s
agricultural. Recognizing the bees’ contribution
to human agriculture, they come under special
legislation called the Bee Act. The Province
maintains they will adequately inspect hives to
prevent diseases from infected hives as they are
imported internationally and domestically from
approved sources. However, beekeepers say that

the government doesn’t have the resources to
ensure inspections are thorough. 

Firehall Abuilding
Site work is beginning on the new firehall in
central downtown Saturna.  Forming is being
constructed by many local hands.  You can tell
the work is being locally done by looking at
the familiar pick-up trucks parked around the
site.

Talent Show
Sometimes, I tire of being in a state of political
alertness to soon to be entrenched
government schemes to erode the public
good in terms of the environment, health
care, fisheries; all and any of our common
assets.  So something like Melanie Ray’s
recent production of Song of Small: a One
Women Drama at the community hall or the
much anticipated Talent Show restores my
soul.  

Inspiration and entertainment provided
by your neighbours is great tonic for getting
yourself revitalized.  People dream up the best
things sandwiched in between dusting, raking
the garden, and going to the store!  

Elisabeth McColl has taken on the task of
keeping the show running in a timely
manner,  integrating all the stars and their
acts so that the spotlight falls evenly on all
who have come forward and the chairs are
ready to receive the audience.  The
fundraising evening for the Saturna Arts and

Concerts Society is always a sell-out. The ‘day
after’ synopses are also community
entertainment, and appreciation for those who
will come forward and share their inspirations
publicly. 0

projects involve a search for the meeting
places of urban and wilderness culture,
artistic production and academic inquiry.

Visiting the online exhibition ‘Donald
Lawrence: Fiddle Reef Remembered’  in the
gallery at http://bit.ly/FiddleReef .   

Curator Phyllis Reeve expects the
exhibition and project to change and
evolve—a contingency ideally met by the
internet format.

The Islands Institute, an online place
dedicated to the key concepts Art, Ecology,
and Community, encourages the sharing of
resources, tools and strategies across
disciplines and geographic boundaries. The
Institute and its partner the Engaged Art
Network, urge us all to ‘imagine, reclaim
and transform the place we call home.’

Health Care Centre
Fundraising

Nancy Nevison and her colleagues are doing
a phenomenal job of fundraising for the
Gabriola Healthcare Society. No small
beans, they have Olympic showjumper
Rodrigo Pessoa putting his name to a  Golf
Tournament on Gabriola. The tournament
tees off on June 14 and includes other
celebrity golfers. 

A few years ago, as a by-stander in the
lovely little Gulf Islands’ circuit, by boat,
which sees Gabriola golfers visit Pender and
Galiano golf courses, I can attest to the fun-
loving spirits of Gabriola’s golfers. I imagine
the evening fundraiser will be a stellar event,
well worth the $25 ticket (plus a donation
cheque).

Cyclists are advised that the sixth annual
‘Tour de Gabriola’ takes place on May 30,
also a fundraiser for the health care centre.

Credit Union 10K Giveaway
In keeping with the ‘power of the people’
voting for the best singer, dancer or band on
television, there is voting for charitable
projects applying for funding offered by
First Credit Union. The communities of
Bowen Island, Campbell River, the Comox
Valley and Powell River are each voting for
a 10K Giveaway. Every type of charitable
organization from hospice centres to a celtic
band are in the competition. Residents of
each community vote online at
www.10kgiveaway.ca and $10,000 is
awarded to the winner. Voting is open until
May 31. 

‘British Columbia’s and indeed Canada’s well-being depends on it.’

Saanich–Gulf Islands (federal) NDP candidate Edith Loring-Kuhanga is urging

incumbent Conservative MP Gary Lunn to support the bill. ‘This Bill is essential to protect

wild salmon,’ she commented, ‘By moving to closed containment systems, we are ensuring

the protection of an essential part of our ecology and food system while protecting jobs. It’s

time for Gary Lunn and the Conservatives to recognize that our wild salmon are in crisis.

The public wants action, and Gary Lunn should listen,’ she said. ‘This is an issue that is

important to the people of Saanich-Gulf Islands.’ 0

SALMON FARMING from page 3

RTI from previous page

RTI, please turn to page 12

Saturna News~ Priscilla Ewbank

Photo: Derek Holzapfel

VIOLET GREEN SWALLOW FLEDGLING
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Build your Dream • Build it Green

Prefab custom home packages • Qualified builders available • Visit one of our island show homes • Off grid options

866-352-5503 www.mandalahomes.com info@mandalahomes.com

A Truly Island Home
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Hummingbird season. ‘We have this feeder at our kitchen window. What a great way to sit and drink a

cup of tea—watching these little guys. They even chase the chickadees; size is not everything.’

Lobby Group Laughable
Marvin Shaffer 
Every now and again you read something so outrageous you
have to laugh. So it is with the report recently released by
industry lobby group BC Citizens for Clean Energy: ‘A Triple
Legacy for Future Generations.’

The essence of this lobby group’s proposal is that the
government should develop an export policy for green
energy targeting up to 17,000 MW of exports by 2016, an
amount greater than the size of BC Hydro’s entire existing
hydroelectric system. Then it wants to target for more than
double that amount of exports by 2036. And the legacy they
offer if this is done:

• secure supply of renewable energy
• substantial reductions in climate change impacts
• the elimination of BC tax-supported debt within 15

years or less and eventually even the elimination of the
provincial sales tax (or presumably the provincial
component of the impending HST).

The promised legacies are, of course, nonsense.
Committing all that energy potential to export won’t
enhance BC’s security of supply. It is the export of privately-
developed, privately-owned power this group wants
government to promote. BC Hydro couldn’t use that power
itself when the power is committed to export; it would  just
be the conduit making the development and exports
happen.

Nor will the export sales substantially reduce climate
change impacts. It will be the greenhouse gas targets
adopted in the US, Canada and elsewhere that will
determine how much GHG emissions will be reduced and
potential climate change impacts avoided. Greater green
energy exports from BC may affect how US targets are met,
but they certainly won’t determine what those targets are.

As for the elimination of BC’s tax-supported debt—that

composition levels of components such as organics, yard
and garden waste, paper, cardboard, plastics, metals and
household hazardous waste. 

‘Hartland Landfill has a finite lifespan, and waste
reduction programs are integral to the future management
of solid waste,’ said CRD Environmental Sustainability
Chair Mayor Alice Finall. ‘The CRD is planning for a ban of
organics and compostable kitchen waste by 2013.
Determining present organics waste levels will provide a

baseline measurement before the ban takes effect and allow
us to track changes over time.’

Results from Phase 1 show that organic waste remains
the largest (at 32%) component of the waste stream; paper
and paperboard comprises 17%; plastics comprise 13% of
the stream and wood and wood products comprise 8%. The
estimated amount of total waste entering Hartland Landfill
in 2009 was 154,881 tonnes; in 2004 estimated tonnage
was 150,128. 0

DUMP from page 6

I have seen schools of the little salmon fry covered with

sea lice,  most of those with many lice each, right here where

I keep my boat in Quathiaski Cove, Quadra Island, last

spring, 2009.   Is that normal ? I don’t think so.  I didn’t see

Fisheries checking. I didn't see salmon farmers checking.

Thankfully,  I did see someone checking, a boat and young

man I recognized to be Jody Eriksson , setting a small net

in the north cove.  He was carefully netting and counting

fish and lice, doing what we would hope and expect

Fisheries and our government should do, or fund. The small

funding for this study comes from a coalition of concerned

groups including the Georgia Strait Alliance. Vital salmon

protection research should not be a charity cause relying on

volunteers and donations.

At that time I wondered how all those little salmon could

be bringing so many lice with them as they migrated north

out of Georgia Strait.  But this spring a video was taken of

the outfall at Walcan fish processing plant showing the thick

plume of blood and fish bits that was found to have lice as

well. And what other diseases potentially? The strong

currents here easily spread that around Discovery Passage.

Jody says the numbers of sea lice are low in Georgia Strait,

and increase dramatically at the entrance to Discovery

Passage and in the eastern channels. They increase in

proximity to the fish farms. Do we require a salmon disaster

in order to prove conclusively that this link is fact? Why

should we agree to buck the odds here when salmon

farming has  worked out very badly for wild fish everywhere

else on earth.

I am worried about all the good people working in the

salmon farming industry. The precautionary principle

indicates that, to save wild salmon, they will be put out of

work unless the farms move on land or are contained and

quarantined. The workers need a bailout from the same

governments that ignored their own studies and authorized

the great risks that put workers in this position.

What to do?  This a problem of political will. We need to

ask our politicians at all levels if they put wild salmon first.

Ask them. How much risk to wild stocks do you think is

appropriate? Don’t you believe that wild salmon are the

lifeblood of the coast ? Listen and vote. Salmon are sacred.

I will walk to the Legislative Buildings with Alexandra

Morton. ( Ms Morton I am sorry I didn’t support you better,

sooner.) It is a political demonstration for the hearts and

minds of the electorate and politicians, full of signs and

slogans. ‘SalmonAreSacred.org. Walk on’.

Rick Hackinen, Quadra Island 0 

LETTERS from page 8
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GULF ISLANDSWATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS

Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
•Whole-house Treatment

• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

250-412-1110 • 604- 630-1114 • 524 William Street, Victoria
250-339-6914 Comox Valley

www.watertiger.net

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria /

Hardness / Arsenic
drilling the islands since 1965

1-800-746-7444 ssi: 250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com         drill@drillwell.com

• Water Wells

• Hydrofracturing
to improve Well yields

• drilling for geosource

What is a 
property worth
without water?

New Westminster adopts 
first ever living wage policy 
In a unanimous city council vote on Monday, April 26, New
Westminster became the first municipality in Canada to
adopt a living wage policy. The policy requires that both
direct city employees and contract employees be paid at or
above an hourly family living wage, which is calculated
annually by the Living Wage for Families Campaign and the
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives (CCPA).

City Councillor Jaimie McEvoy, who initially brought
forward the policy, said the city was especially concerned
about child poverty. ‘It was disconcerting to learn that over
half of the children who live in poverty in BC have a parent
who works full-time. At the end of the day, for people who
work for the city on contract, we want to be part of the
solution, not part of the problem.’

New Westminster joins over 140 US cities and scores of
British cities that have living wage bylaws on their books.
The Living Wage concept is receiving a lot of attention by
policy makers worldwide as effective anti-poverty tool. The
US Federal Government is considering using it as part of
the criteria for awarding stimulus contracts and it has been
included in the election manifesto of the Labour party in the
recent British general election campaign.

New Westminster’s decision underscores the fact that
the living wage is now being taken seriously here in Canada
as well. This is especially important, given Canada has one
of the highest rates of low-wage workers among rich
countries, according to the OECD.

The Living Wage for Families Campaign and the
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives congratulated New
Westminster City Council for taking national leadership on
poverty reduction by adopting this policy.

The campaign calls on large public and private sector
employers to pay a family living wage. ‘A living wage is the
difference between severe financial stress and a decent
quality of life,’ says Seth Klein, Director of the CCPA’s BC
Office. ‘Families should not have to make impossible
choices, such as whether to buy clothes or heat the house,
feed the children or pay the rent.’

The 2008 living wage calculation reflects basic costs of
living for a family of four with two young children living in
Metro Vancouver (with both parents working full-time).
The full calculation is detailed in ‘Working for a Living
Wage: Making Paid Work Meet Basic Family Needs in
Vancouver and Victoria in 2008’.  0

B
ring your dancing shoes and a chequebook.
Guitarist, singer, and songwriter Alpha Yaya Diallo’s
June 4 concert at Penders’ comunity hall will also be

a benefit for Medecins sans Frontieres/Doctors Without
Borders’ (MSF) work on Haiti. Tickets are inexpensive but
the audience will have the opportunity to make tax-
deductible donations to supports MSF’s work in Haiti.

Diallo is a three-time Juno Award winner, born in
Guinea, West Africa, now makes his permanent home in
Canada. His music reflects his wanderings across Africa,
Cape Verde, and the Caribbean. He has contributed music
to several Hollywood movies, including Rendition and
District 9.

MSF Was There When The
Earthquake Hit

MSF has been working in Haiti since 1991 and was therefore
able to react immediately to the earthquake, working out of
temporary facilities after its own structures were damaged,
performing emergency triage and surgical interventions
wherever possible, and bringing in hundreds of tons of
supplies on an almost daily basis, including an inflatable
hospital, as part of one of the largest responses in the
organization’s history.

At the start of this year, MSF was operating four health
structures in Port-au-Prince, providing, among other things,
primary and secondary care, trauma and emergency
treatment, and surgical and obstetric services. After the
earthquake, as MSF rushed to respond to overwhelming
medical needs, that number of facilities rose to 26—a
number that included hospitals, post-operative care
facilities, rehabilitation centers, and general medical
centers. Now, three months later, following the
consolidation of some facilities and a shift in priorities, MSF
manages 19 health structures along with 3 mobile clinics.
MSF also runs 16 operating theaters and has more than
1,200 beds available at its various locations. Overall, since
the earthquake, MSF has provided medical care to more
than 92,000 patients and performed nearly 5,000
surgeries.

For Haitians, by Haitians
MSF has always had the active and tireless participation of
Haitian staff members. They themselves suffered great
losses in the earthquake, but now, as the organization is
assuming an ever greater role in the development of the
kind of sufficiently funded, supplied, and staffed medical
infrastructure that can address the nation’s health care

needs and remain widely accessible to the Haitian
population, their participation is more important than ever.

As of April 1, MSF had spent or committed to spend
approximately $60 million on its medical humanitarian
work in post-earthquake Haiti. It is currently defining the
shape and scope its work will take beyond the emergency
phase and in the years that follow. Based on available
information, MSF currently estimates that it will spend
approximately $100 million in 2010.

For The Long Term
This work includes:

• insuring as best it can the continued access to health
care for the majority of Haitians who do not at present have
the capacity to pay for it (and were not able to afford it before
the earthquake);

• remaining prepared to respond to outbreaks of disease
or subsequent natural disasters;

• adapting temporary facilities to transition to more
permanent structures that MSF can manage and operate
for the time being and possibly turn over to the Haitian
Ministry of Health in the future; and

• working with the Haitian government, NGOs, and civil
society, along with other actors, to insure the ongoing
delivery of services.

More Than a Drop in the Bucket
In an extraordinary display of public support, MSF offices
worldwide have received private donations amounting to
more than $130 million to support the victims of the
earthquake in Haiti. MSF is extremely grateful for this
generosity, as these funds have allowed their teams to bring
medical, psychological, logistical, and water and sanitation
assistance to the most affected people and help them
recover from the devastation.

The Diallo concert is Pender’s opportunity to continue to
express its support for this work through an organization
that has proven its effectiveness and responsible
management of donated funds. Pender’s donations may
seem like a drop in the bucket, but they go where they can
really make a difference to building the future Haitian health
care system.

The Diallo Concert – June 4
This will be a really special event, with introduction by
carver Victor Reese, and the participation of local musicians.
A concert by Alpha Yaya Diallo and his unique blend of
music is a rare opportunity. 0

Diallo in Haiti Benefit On Pender~ Patrick Brown

is so fanciful one hardly knows what to say. The facts are
exactly the opposite. The export plan BC Citizens want the
government to implement would be a financial disaster.

The key element of the plan is that BC Hydro or its
trading subsidiary Powerex would buy all of the power IPPs
can develop in the province (after streamlined
environmental review), paying high enough prices so the
projects could be financed, built and profitably operated. BC
Hydro would then provide all the back-up, shaping, and
transmission services needed to be able to sell the power to
export customers and receive whatever price it could
negotiate.

Notwithstanding the heroic (but grossly incomplete and
fundamentally flawed) numbers put forward by BC Citizens,
there is no reason to believe BC Hydro could do this at a
profit, let alone the multi-billion dollar annual profit BC
Citizens suggest.  The amount BC Hydro would have to pay
the IPPs to develop all of these green energy resources, plus
the transmission and other costs it would incur and
alternative trading opportunities it would forego would in
all likelihood greatly exceed the amount it could get from
the export sales, even with whatever renewable and other
green energy credits it could secure.

Maybe BC Citizens just got the sign wrong. Silly
mistake—it would be a loss of billions, not a gain that BC
could expect.

BC Citizens reasonably ask the question: if we export

lumber, non-renewable minerals and metals, why shouldn’t
we export green energy. That however is not the issue here.
The issue is why should government force BC Hydro to buy
power it doesn’t need (in extraordinarily excessive
amounts), supply all of the services the IPP sellers don’t
have, and take all of the market risk of exports.

If the numbers are so good, why don’t the IPPs buy the
services they need and export the power themselves. After
all, that is what the forest and mining firms do, and pretty
well everyone else who exports goods or services from BC.

BC Citizens aren’t looking for an energy export policy
that is in the broad public interest. They are looking for a
government handout of breathtaking proportions, covered
by the green umbrella that apparently can make even the
most outlandish proposals seemingly more palatable.

IPPs already have a lot with the costly policies in the BC
Energy Plan. What their lobby group is telling us in this
report is that they want more—a lot more!

Dr Marvin Shaffer is an  energy economist and adjunct
professor in SFU Public Policy Program. 0
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W
ondering how to get rid of those annoying
invasive plants on your property?  So were a
hundred Salt Springers who turned out on a

Friday night to hear Glenn Miller, Invasive Species
Specialist from the Oregon Department of Agriculture, talk
about ‘Managing invasive species in your own backyard.’
Glenn’s visit was sponsored by the Salt Spring Island
Conservancy, PARC, CRD, and the Garry Oak Ecosystem
Recovery Team.   

Invasive plants are non-native plants that were
introduced on purpose or accidentally and have spread into
natural ecosystems where they compete with native plants,
and into human-disturbed areas.  The Oregon Department
of Agriculture’s Noxious Weed Program estimates that
Scotch broom alone costs the state of Oregon about $47
million each year by impacting natural resources,
particularly timber production. 

The evening began with identification of plants brought
in by Salt Spring residents.  These included scotch broom,
gorse, Lamium (yellow archangel), Giant hogweed, Canada
thistle, oxeye daisy, English holly, Himalayan blackberry,
Daphne (spurge laurel), purple deadnettle (henbit), English
ivy, and Japanese knotweed.  

Many invasive plants are escapees from gardens.  Some
species planted to attract wildlife, such as Butterfly bush,
are now invasive.  English ivy is a terrible scourge when it
escapes into natural areas, covering trees and other native
vegetation. Other species were brought in by logging
companies or highways departments to reseed cutblocks or
stabilize banks.  

Glenn had three main messages in his presentation.
First, it is impossible to eradicate common invasive plants

such as blackberries, scotch broom, English ivy and thistles.
We need to control them as best as we can so they do not
impact the natural values of our nature reserves and
properties and economically impact agricultural and
forestry lands. Perseverance is required:  it often takes many
years to get invasive plants under control.  

Second, we must educate ourselves to recognize
common and new invasive plants. If you have plant
identification experts on your Island, recruit them to report
new species. We then need to learn the best methods to
remove them. Glenn gave examples of how to manage
scotch broom, thistles and blackberries and some new
invaders. A plethora of websites  describe how to do this (see
below).  

Third, when a new invasive species is detected, we must
act rapidly to remove it (Glenn called it ‘early detection,
rapid response’). Generally, when invasive plants first arrive
it takes several years before they become a problem. It is
much easier to eradicate them in this early phase than to
wait until they are naturalized and causing damage.  Recent
invaders to Salt Spring include garlic mustard, clematis
vitalba, yellow flag iris and giant hogweed. 

Oregon lists many invasive species as noxious weeds and
bans them from being brought into the state.  In BC we have
the Weed Control Act that lists noxious weeds in the
province and imposes a duty on all landowners to control
them. Not all invasive species are on this list. We need to
push nurseries, garden clubs, industry and governments to
avoid introducing new invasive species into BC. 

What can you do?  Educate yourself on what species are

invasive, do not plant them, remove them from your

property and ask your local nurseries not to sell them.  Given

the looming water crisis on the Gulf Islands, you may want

to explore planting native species (obtained from qualified

nurseries) or drought tolerant non-invasive species. 

The Invasive Plant Council of BC has a wonderful

brochure called ‘Grow me instead’ that gives a list of

beautiful non-invasive plants for your garden. 

Do not dump garden refuse in natural areas or along

roadsides—many an invasive species has been spread this

way. Find out the proper way to dispose of invasive species.

Finally, report new invaders to the Invasive Plant Council

of BC.  

List Of BC Resources On Management

Of Invasive Plant Species
www.invasiveplantcouncilbc.ca (Phone 1-888-WEEDSBC to

report new invasive plants in your neighborhood.)

www.goert.ca The Garry Oak Ecosystem Recovery Team has

detailed instructions of how to remove and dispose of a number

of common invasive species.

www.coastalinvasiveplants.com Coastal Invasive Plant

Committee has a number of resources for our area.

www.broombusters.org Broom busters volunteers on

Vancouver Island are dedicated to stopping the spread of broom.  

www.agf.gov.bc.ca/cropprot/weedguid/weedguid.htm BC

Ministry of Agriculture and Lands has pictures and descriptions

of species designated as noxious weeds in BC. 0

…singing season i s  here !…singing seas on i s  here !
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The 10K Giveaway is First Credit Union’s way of
empowering members of the community to make the
decision as to how $40,000 of donation funding will be
awarded. One of the founding principles of the credit union
model is democratic member ownership, and they are
taking this principle and applying it to the community at
large—giving residents the opportunity to voice their choice! 

First Credit Union has branches in Powell River, Texada
Island and Bowen Island, as well as First Insurance offices
in Powell River, Comox Valley & Campbell River. The
recipients on Texada Island were identified early and
$4,300 has been donated to the Texada Community Society
and $3,500 has been donated to the Texada Food Bank. 

Strathcona Park Meeting ~ Bob St
John

Friends of Strathcona Park (FOSP)  will hold a public
meeting on Thursday, May 20, to discuss strategies for
restoring the Strathcona Park Master Plan to its original
status.  The meeting will take place at the Zocalo Cafe on 5th
Street in Courtenay.

The Master Plan, a document which has been in place
since 1993, was recently altered by the government to allow
commercial horse use in Strathcona Park. The Friends
contend that a high impact commercial horse operation
doesn’t belong in a fragile rain forest valley in the park.  Karl
Stevenson, a spokesperson for FOSP, said  ‘The emphasis

of the meeting will be on concrete actions we can take to
persuade the government to reverse what we’re convinced
is a very bad move for Strathcona.

‘They spent a lot of money and took a lot of time, trouble,
and effort to ram this through in the face of strong public
opposition, so they obviously must have some reason for
wanting this guy in there. We believe this is just the first step,
and if they win this one, the Master Plan won’t be worth the
paper it’s written on. Strathcona has always served as some
kind of political goodie bag for governments, and now it
looks like it’s happening again.’

The upcoming meeting, Stevenson said, is intended to
give FOSP some indication of how much public support
there is for protecting the park, and also to gather
suggestions and help from members of the public.
Everyone is welcome.  He said FOSP would particularly like
to see younger faces, and would very much like to hear
younger viewpoints. He also thanked the Zocalo Cafe for
hosting the meeting.  

The meeting will feature a 15-minute video on Strathcona
Park, followed by a short talk on park history. Several
planned actions will then be presented by FOSP, and the
remainder of the meeting will be reserved for public
discussion, thoughts, and suggestions. If support warrants
it, more meetings will be held, focussing on various possible
forms of concrete action. 0
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Getting Rid Of Invasive Plants On Your Property~ Susan Hannon
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However, the amendments do not touch on the main
purpose of the Coastal Ferries Act, which is to shift the costs
of this vital piece of the provincial transportation
infrastructure (a monopoly) from the government to user-
pay.

The BC Ferry Authourity
Originally, this body was conceived as a legal fiction, to hold
the sole voting share of BC Ferries Services so as to distance
the corporation from the government, which actually owned
it. Its directors were shared with the Board of BCFS, and it
had no real shareholder function.

Now, with the revelation of the substantial salaries paid
by BCFS to its officers and directors, the government has
found a genuine raison d’etre for this shareholder body, and
a reason for its independence from BCFS. Directors of the
Authority must not be connected with the corporation or
the government. A new amendment requires it to ‘oversee’
BCFS and elect the Board of Directors of BCFS, and further
amendments set out a strict procedure for setting
remuneration levels.

Commissioner to Consider Ferry
Users, Public Feedback

The Ferry Commission was originally created with the sole
responsibility of ensuring that the fare structure, together
with a provincial percentage contribution, was sufficient to
finance the corporation and ensure that it could sell bonds
on the open market. It was specifically not designed as an
advocate for ferry users, communities served by the ferries,
or the public, and went to considerable lengths to make this
clear.

New amendments could change the function of the
Commissioner radically. Right up front, the commissioner
is enjoined to consider ‘public feedback under this Act’; and
when reviewing the performance and pricing of ferry
operators, he is to ‘consider the interests of ferry users’. He
is also required to ensure that ‘ferry operators’ have a proper
procedure for handling complaints.

The Commission is now required to publish, on its
website, route by route forecasts of costs and revenues, and
request public comments. It is given the power to order
action on the part of ferry operators to improve service and
efficiency.

And to top it all off, the Commissioner is now required
to give his opinion of how BCFS has performed under the
Act and its contract.

Finally, Sunshine
One more thing. ‘ferry operators’ are now to comply with
the Freedom of Information Act. Formerly, as a private
corporation, BCFS was exempt. 0
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Saanich-Gulf islands NDP 
candidate nominated
Edith Loring-Kuhanga was acclaimed as Saanich-Gulf
Islands federal candidate on April 24 at the nomination
meeting at St Andrews Anglican Church hall in Sidney. 

Loring-Kuhanga says her priorities include fighting the
HST, taking action on climate change, and improving
pensions for seniors. She is a Saanich school trustee and
business owner who has lived in Saanich for more than 25
years. 

She is running for the New Democrats in the next federal
election because she believes that the NDP is the only party
that is working hard to bring in strong action on climate
change and the protection of our coastline from oil spills
and off-shore drilling, while consistently being mindful of
creating a more equitable Canada. 0
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‘Spill! Baby, Spill!’~ Elizabeth May

R
emember the US Republican Convention in 2008?

Ecstatic delegates chanted ‘Drill! Baby, Drill!’, led

by a euphoric Sarah Palin; she of Alaska who yearns

to destroy the calving grounds of the Porcupine Caribou

herds of the coastal plain, within the Arctic National Wildlife

Refuge.  They chanted to open up the coastal zones of the

eastern seaboard and California. Their constant pressure

led US President Barack Obama to yield, opening some of

those off-shore areas, in hopes of a leaky Congressional deal

to reduce greenhouse gases.  

As the oil gushes from 5,000 feet below the surface of the

Gulf of Mexico, will those who were so reckless have the

decency to experience shame? Don’t hold your breath.

Drilling enthusiasm was not confined to the US

Republicans. Here at home, the drillers have been pushing

hard for exemptions and new drilling in Atlantic Canada’s

off-limits fishing grounds in Georges’ Bank, the coast of

British Columbia and the increasingly ice-free Beaufort Sea.

The irony, entirely lost on the drillers, is that what makes

drilling possible is the Arctic ice’s dangerous disappearance,

due to fossil-fuel burning around the world. 

The Harper government’s 2010 Speech from the Throne

and Budget Speech spoke of the great wealth and prosperity

that awaits from Canada’s oil and gas resources.  Opening

up the fragile Arctic environment to oil and gas, expanding

the tar sands export opportunities to Asia with pipelines

through British Columbia and oil tankers on our coast are

all part of the vision of Canada as ‘energy super-power.’ All

this development simply awaited the recent government

moves to reduce the barriers to development by

‘modernizing the regulatory system.’ Energy projects were

virtually exempted from the Canadian Environmental

Assessment Act.

And now, along comes the BP disaster in the Gulf of

Mexico.  Even now, some in the oil patch look for silver

linings. Only the National Post could dream up this

frontpage headline: ‘Gulf’s pain oil sands’ gain, agree

experts.’ (May 5, 2010.)

What do we learn from the Gulf of Mexico disaster? In

many ways, it is too soon to tell. As I write this on May 5,

the situation is in flux. The weather has temporarily

improved. Heroic efforts of local fishermen to protect their

livelihoods are underway, to lay booms and curtains that

may or may not work.  Efforts to stop the flow of oil may or

may not succeed, and it may take up to three months to

arrest it.  The head of BP admitted, in the May 5 New York

Times, that the daily flow might not be 5,000 barrels of oil,

but could reach ten times as much.   

One lesson is the sad fate of an oil company that tried,

briefly, to divest itself and become an energy company.

Former BP CEO, Lord John Brown, actually meant it when

he moved to ‘Beyond Petroleum.’ Sadly, he was undermined

by his board. His replacement, Tony Hayward, knew where

his bread was buttered.  BP dropped its green sheen and

now lives with a destroyed reputation.  

Still, a few lessons are clear. Technology cannot be

perfected. Off-shore oil imposes huge risks. Governor

Schwarzenegger has announced that plans to open up

California’s coasts are cancelled, stating: ‘The money is

simply not worth the risk.’

BP, among other oil giants, has insisted catastrophic

failures in the off-shore do not justify precautionary

planning. BP’s Deepwater Horizon well, the one currently

emitting oil into the Gulf, lobbied for, and received on April

9, 2009, an exemption from the National Environmental

Policy Act.  Termed a ‘categorical exclusion’ it was granted

by the Minerals Management Service. Eleven days before

the disaster at Deepwater Horizon, BP was pushing for

more exemptions.
SPILL, please turn to page 15

COASTAL WATCH
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governments the ability to remove people’s
property and so things don’t move quickly.
We certainly understand the frustration that
can result in a difficult situation like this.
Nevertheless, we would be concerned if the
court found that an individual could force a
local trust committee to clean up a
neighbour’s property, all at taxpayers’
expense. That is one of the issues in Talbot
and Vanicek’s case.’

Given the ‘deficient nature’ of Talbot and

Vanicek’s original Statement of Claim, Mr
Justice Verhoeven ruled that the Islands
Trust was compelled to apply to strike it out
or to have it amended. He therefore
required Talbot and Vanicek to pay the
Islands Trust’s court costs. Talbot and
Vanicek now have 60 days to file an
amended Statement of Claim.

A video of the property  can be viewed at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=prHm
DmcI85o. 0
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Help Shape the Future of Your  
CRD Regional Parks & Trails
The Capital Regional District and a Citizen Advisory Panel are preparing a 
new strategic plan that will set the direction for the regional parks and trails 
system for the coming decade.
Community dialogue sessions are being held to hear the public’s ideas 
about the future of regional parks and trails.
Get involved to ensure your ideas, values and issues are known. 
Salt Spring Island
Wednesday, May 19 - Anglican Church, 110 Park Dr.
 Doors open      6-7pm

Community dialogues    7-8:30pm
Wrap-up     8:30-9pm

Unable to attend a session in person? Provide your comments on an 
online response form.

www.crd.bc.ca/parks | 
250.478.3344

Find us on Facebook  
CRD Regional Parks Strategic Plan
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It was a classic November cloudburst. The
skies opened, water bucketed down; no
wind and not particularly cold, just very,
very wet. I was heading out after lunch
under cover of my car when I passed a
neighbour, a young mother out for her daily
walk with her baby. The stroller was tented
over and watertight, and if the
manufacturers needed an extreme test this
was it. Junior was dry. But mum, dressed
lightly in jeans and a jacket, was drenched.
Water poured over her bare head and
shoulders, ran down every crease and
overflowed her shoes. Thoughts of offering
a ride sprang to mind as I approached until,
on drawing level, I saw the grin, the joy of
living, glowing from her face like aura. With
every cell sparkling, this lady was alive.

Today has been typically spring-like;
rain, some sun, clouds and occasional cold
wind, but the tulips, broccoli and grass don’t
seem to mind. I notice also that the frogs are
quieter when the wind blows, the humming
birds are chirpier, and the cat on the chair
doesn’t seem to notice. 

The weather, or as we like to call it now,
the weather conditions, is an urban ethic.
Every second news bulletin is parenthesized
by a wind warning, frost warning, sun
warning, rain warning, UV warning,
particulate warning. It is good or bad? It is
benign or malign? Sometimes all this is
useful for skiing or for a beach party. 

In reality this is nonsense. The weather
is—it is neither good nor bad; it is a function
of the climate in this region. A -30ºC  freeze-
up in May, or a drought  in November,
might be anomalous and newsworthy, but
wind in October, rain in April and sun in

July are what we expect in this corner of the
world. The weather, like trees, mountains
and beaches, has been subsumed as
entertainment or a resource, something to
use or take advantage of. In the Salish Sea
we tend to get mild wet winters and warm
dry summers, for many this is reason
enough to settle here. Don’t like rain? Then
move to Alberta. Don’t like cold? Then go
live in Arizona; some do. 

In ancient Egypt there was no weather.
Every day was hot and dry, every day was
the same. It didn’t rain. Life was bounded
by the red cliffs marking the edge of the
desert and the Nile that provided
everything. The conditioning factor for life
was the Nile. Egyptian merchants traveling
abroad in Greece or Syria were astonished
to discover rain, back home they didn’t have
a word for it. In Egyptian hieroglyphs rain
was described as ‘the Nile in the sky,’ to
distinguish it from the real thing. The Nile
was predictable, rain was not. Rain was
something that happened to foreigners. 

I guess if we had to create a new term for
rain it might be 'the well that comes down,'
or perhaps ‘the precipitating pond.’ When
you don’t have a river like the Nile or the
Fraser, rain is life. 

I can imagine it now, a ripple of
excitement at the end of fall and the first few
windy days, until the CBC announcer
proclaims with joy in her voice, ‘The rains
are coming!’ and we all rush on to the street
without coats for the annual rain day
festival. And, like my neighbour, greet each
other with joy as the water streams down
our faces; the wells are filling again! This is
the beginning of life as we know it.  0  

The BC Supreme Court has ruled that Jane
Talbot and Stepan Vanicek may continue
their case against their neighbour William
Wilson, the Hornby Island Local Trust
Committee and others. However, in his
Reasons for Judgment released on April 20
the Honourable Mr Justice Verhoeven
struck out Talbot and Vanicek’s entire
Statement of Claim as written, while giving
them the opportunity to file a new one.

‘This is not a decision about the merits of
the actual claim and the judge did not make
any comments as to whether the case would
succeed if it was heard in court,’ said Linda
Adams, Chief Administrative Officer to the
Islands Trust. ‘He has indicated, however,
that the plaintiffs may proceed with an
amended Statement of Claim if they wish.’

In November 2008, Talbot and Vanicek
filed a claim against their neighbour,
William Wilson, as well as against the
Hornby Island Local Trust Committee, the
Islands Trust, the Islands Trust Council,
Trustee Tony Law, and former trustees Ron
Emerson and George Buvyer. 

Talbot and Vanicek’s claims include
nuisance (against Wilson because of waste
and salvage materials he stores on his
property) as well as claims of negligence,

bad faith, malice and abuse of public office
against the Hornby Island Local Trust
Committee, the Islands Trust, the Islands
Trust Council and individual trustees, who
they say failed to take appropriate measures
to clean up Wilson’s property and eliminate
the ‘nuisance’ Wilson created.

In March of this year, the Islands Trust
applied to have Talbot and Vanicek’s action
dismissed on the basis that their Statement
of Claim, as filed, did not contain any
reasonable claims. While Mr Justice
Verhoeven indicated that the Statement of
Claim was ‘confusing and contradictory’, he
ruled that Talbot and Vanicek should be
given the opportunity to file a new claim that
complies with the rules of court.

‘The Islands Trust has been actively
taking steps in the Wilson case for several
years,’ said Sheila Malcolmson, Chair of the
Islands Trust Council. ‘We have obtained a
court order that enables us to remove
materials from Mr Wilson’s property and
contractors were on site last week to develop
estimates about disposal costs. As
confirmed by a recent case in Prince George,
the courts are very slow to give local

And even this likely understates the
problem. Since 2003, 673,000 hectares of
land or 1,682 Stanley Parks worth of
provincial forest have burned, yet according
to Ministry estimates the NSR attributable
to forest fires over that same timeframe rose
only 24,000 hectares or just 60 Stanley
Parks in size.

Commentary
Such disparities inspire little confidence that
we know the true extent of today’s
reforestation challenge. Again, for a
government that says it is committed to ‘no
net deforestation,’ and that claims to be
concerned about climate change, this is
inexcusable.

Planting trees is one of the tangible ways
we have to maintain healthy forests, forests
that provide an incredible array of

environmental services, such as protecting
the lands surrounding our drinking water
reservoirs, and which provide for forest
industry jobs today and in the future.
Maintaining healthy forests is also one of the
few ways we have to store and pull carbon
out of the atmosphere.

Planting trees, then, is one of the
soundest green infrastructure investments
we can make. We only need to look to the
past for the great results recorded when
such ideas are embraced.

Arnold Bercov is the Forest Resource
Officer of the Pulp, Paper and
Woodworkers of Canada, George Heyman
is Executive Director of the Sierra Club of
BC, and Ben Parfitt is a resource policy
analyst with the Canadian Centre for
Policy Alternatives’ BC Office. 0
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In Your Face  The Good Life ~ Brian Crumblehulme
Hornby Island ‘nuisance’ case may continue

NUISANCE, continued below
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AUTOMOTIVE

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope

Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing

- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

250-652-0599
www.flynn.ca

Standing Seam
metal Roofing
foR WateR

ColleCtion SyStemS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE

SHAKE & SHINGLE

Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

L

A
NC
E VAESE

NROOFING 
Ltd.

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

Fax 250-383-2198

FOR RENT WANTED TO RENT

BUSINESS OPP

HOUSING
North Pender Island. Oceanfront
home for rent or purchase. 1.18
acres, hot tub, electric gate. 2
suites. Rent 5 bedrooms, 3-bath or
1-2 bedrooms, 1 bath. Furnished.
Excellent condition. See
www.penderislandserenity.com
604-807-5999.

North Galiano Island. 3 month
summer rental. Flexible June to
October.  Three bedroom home,
wood heat, running water,
outhouse. In Therah Village
adjacent to Dionisio  Park. $1200
/month. Resident cat needs
company. References. Gary and
Barbara Moore 250-539-2127.

Spacious Sunny 1–Bedroom Suite.
Hi-Speed internet, satellite TV,
washer & dryer, Jenn-Air range.
Perfect for couple or single person.
Year-round preferred. 250-539-2000

Galiano Island. Furnished
waterfront or oceanview house or
cottage wanted for May 27 to June
27 (approximately) for non-
smoking, vacationing couple from
Austria. Local references. Nicole
250-539-5766.

Comox. Welded aluminum runabout
boat, 17-19 ft range. 250-339-4398.

Mayne Island Kayaking for sale.
Great seasonal business
opportunity. Priced to sell. Contact
us at info@kayakmayneisland.com

Rent
Quality�Pre-Owned�
Cars�&�Minivans

www.gsaautorentals.com

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788

terry@gsaautorentals.com

Book�with�the�best!
Pick-Up��from�

Swartz�Bay�FerryTerminal�&�

Victoria�Airport

Monthly�from�$625

Weekly�from�$205
Mention�this�ad��for�discount

GSA�Auto�Rentals�
Mayne Island. 1995 Saturn SL2, 4-
door, dark blue. 5-speed manual,
serviced engine trans & cooling
system, AM/FM cassette, cruise
control, electric windows, tilt wheel,
immobilizer. $1,400. 604-250-7259. 

Salt Spring Island. Australian
Aboriginal art. Pintubi Dreamtime
paintings. Acrylic on Belgian
linen. Authenticity certificates.
250-537-1151, redochre@shaw.ca.

Saturna Island. 9' wooden lapstrake
rowing dinghy by K. Douglas
Boatworks #1100, spoon-shape oars,
canvas cover, white hull, wood
interior. Great to row, a lovely boat.
$1,900.  250-539-9920.

V. I. Hay Sales. Beautiful 1st & 2nd
cut Orchard Grass, 2nd cut Alfalfa
& Straw. Please call for pricing.
Delivery available. 250-248-7507.

Richmond. Dock 10’X30’
reconditioned concrete dock with
3x12 cedar rub-rail and new cedar
decking. Will sell as is or installed.
604-219-7998. 

FOR SALE

PETS

GARAGE SALE

specializing in… 
pvc deck membranes &
aluminum railings for

sundecks, garage decks
and roofdecks.

call dave Woode
contracting:

250-537-2990 or 
1-800-804-6288

servicing the gulf islands

AUDITIONS
Audition notice for a musical ‘Cole
and Linda, a Love Story’. May 24, 29,
30 at 120 Cairns Place, Salt Spring
Island. Baritones, tenors, sopranos.
24 bars each of a ballad and upbeat.
Call Maureen 250-537-913 after May
19 for appointment. Performance
dates September 10 & 11 at
ArtSpring. 

Salt Spring Island. Sunset House
Independent living for seniors Five
suites to choose from. Meals,
tea/coffee all day, linen laundry and
more contact lucchime@hotmail.com
or 250-537-8560.

Quadra Island getaway cabin for 2.
Private, Panoramic, Peaceful
www.lunavista.ca
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Grow olives in BC!
S.O.C. is the only supplier
of olive tree varieties that 
will reliably produce fruit
crops on the south coast.

www.olivetrees.ca
info@olivetrees.ca

250.539.3758

 

MARINE WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road

Salt Spring Island

30 years experience

dock building & repair

pile driving & drilling

aluminum gangways & ramps

wood piers & wood floats

crane barge service & towing

mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

On Time & On Budget

• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings 

• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

250-537-9710
www.islandmarine.ca

MOORINGS
INSTALLED •SERVICED

MAINTAINED

Chris West 

Dive Services

250-888-7199
250-538-1667

cdwest@telus.net

Your FREE WORD AD

250-629-3660

islandtides@islandtides.com

Your FREE WORD AD

250-629-3660
islandtides@islandtides.com

Your FREE WORD AD

250-629-3660
islandtides@islandtides.com

Your FREE WORD AD

250-629-3660

islandtides@islandtides.com

GETAWAYS

YOUR FREE WORD
AD HERE! 

250-629-3660
islandtides@islandtides.com

WANTED TO BUY

COLOUR
Boxed Ads
start at
$47.70       

• CRD approved drinking water
• pool filling • dust control 

• street flushing • film industry 

• 3000 gallon tankers

250-388-2712
Bulk Water Delivery

www.H2oonthego.ca

Property Maintenance and
Landscaping. Yard and garden, wood
and stone, odd jobs and clean-ups.
Saanich Peninsula. Tim 250-857-3677.

Soare Contracting Inc. Roofing
specialists, BBB A+ rating,
licensed,, insured, WCB, Visa, M/C.
Excellent references. Roofers you
can trust. www.soarecontracting.com
250-474-7325

Island-Wide Painting and Home
Renovations. WCB and Liability
insured. Offering painting and
renovation services. Quality
workmanship. Please call Rick
250-954-3942 or 250-951-6392.

FREE!
Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment  

REMOVAL

No Wheels?
No Problem!

Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up

also available

Gulf Islands • Victoria

Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

Waterfront home &
guest cottage for sale

Gabriola Island
$989,000

www.PropertyGuys.com
Listing #42981

1-250-247-8364

REAL ESTATE

D. A. SMITHSON & SONS

Well Drillers
250-539-5252
250-478-6937
dasons@telus.net
www.smithsondrilling.com

Ship to Shore
Tree Services

Island to Island Arborist

• pruning • topping • thinning

• hazardous tree removal
• lot clearing 
• 30 years experience 
• insured 

have boat will travel 

anywhere on the westcoast

John Racine 

250-668-2186
info@shiptoshore.ca

Galiano Island. Amazing dog needs
home. Affectionate and playful 5yr-
old female border collie/ retriever
seeks loving home.  Call Chris/
Vanessa 250-539-5021.

Galiano Island. 4th Annual garage
sale.  All proceeds to Families for
Children Orphanage in India
(www. fami l i es fo rch i ld ren .ca )
Saturday May 22, 10 am-3pm, 1263
Galiano Way.

Rather than think through ‘worst case’ scenarios, the US
and global industry have treated out-of-control blow-outs
off-shore as too unlikely to merit preventative measures—
and too far off-shore to threaten coastal damage. (As though
dumping oil into the open waters outside territorial limits
has no consequence worth consideration.) Both
assumptions are now proven wrong. But we always knew
they were wrong.

There have been blow-outs in off-shore wells in Nova
Scotia, one of which, the Uniake G-72, took nine days to be
brought under control. The Santa Barbara California
disaster in 1969, due to a Union Oil well blow-out in only
190 feet of water, leaked for 100 days. Then there are the
routine spills.  It has been estimated that 75% of all the oil
spillage along all US coasts was from the Gulf of Mexico rigs,
in non-accident conditions. And then there’s the tanker
traffic:  the 1970 Arrow spill in Nova Scotia (9,000 tonnes),
the 1989 Exxon Valdez (38,800 tonnes), the 1996 UK Sea
Empress (72,000 tonnes), and on and on.

This litany of despoiled ocean and coast-line share two

features: hubris and short memories.  We are always told
the technology is ‘state of the art.’  Regulations are new and
improved. The old days are just that, dead and gone. And
we forget.  

‘I’m of the opinion that boosterism breeds complacency
and complacency breeds disaster,’ said Representative
Edward J Markey (D-Mass). ‘That, in my opinion, is what
happened.’

In recent days, the Conservative Government, through
both the Prime Minister and the Environment minister, has
been practicing its own boosterism, proclaiming that we
have the toughest regulations in the world. Nonsense.  The
recently revised regulations are of a new type. They move
away from ‘prescriptive regulations’ to a ‘goal-oriented
approach.’  The difference is that the companies are able to
propose what they want to do to reach a goal of, for instance,
environmental protection, without having the kind of
technology dictated by regulation. 

As explained in the regulations for oil and gas in the
Canada Gazette: ‘Modernizing the Regulations improves

the existing regulatory framework to support the frontier
and offshore oil and gas industry’s continued growth and
contribution to Canada’s economy and competitiveness
while maintaining the highest standards for safety,
environmental protection and management of resources.’

The goal of the regulatory change was to increase
development and remove regulation, just as the goal of
exempting energy projects from the Environmental
Assessment Act was to speed up approvals. 

The overall lesson from all of this is clear; we must ensure
there is no offshore drilling in Canada’s remote and fragile
Arctic environment. No drilling along BC’s coast. And no oil
tanker traffic along BC’s coast. The short-term rewards go
to those who don’t live here. Any accident devastates our
fishery, our tourism, our way of life and the existence of a
complex web of life. 

Elizabeth May, O.C. is the leader of the Green Party of
Canada and writes this missive from Farley Mowat’s desk
in Port Hope, Ontario. 0
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‘This guy was just dropping off his shopping list in my Gabriola garden—he knew

that I was going to the nursery for flowers.’

Ferry fare fun but no 
boating fun~ Patrick Brown
Don’t tow your boat on a trailer to the Islands.

BC Ferries no longer charges for overheights on the main
routes, the Swartz Bay to Gulf Islands route (Route 5) or the
Tsawwassen to Gulf Islands route (Route 9). But the new
rates, effective April 1st, charge a lot more for overlength,
underheight vehicles and trailers.

The rate structure is so complex that you can assume that
only BC Ferries’ computer knows for sure; a most alarming
situation for mere humans who travel the ferries.

But while overheight vehicles (which include an
increasing number of large pickup trucks) are no longer
charged a premium, underheight vehicles towing
underheight trailers are experiencing rates up to double last
year’s rates.

For example, on Route #9, a vehicle and trailer, under 7
feet high but with a total length of 40 feet now costs
$140–150 (average one way fare), compared to $69–87 last
year. 

The logic seems to be that if your vehicle is overheight,
it’s now underheight, but if your vehicle and trailer is
overlength, it’s now overheight. You follow? 

Last year, a vehicle and trailer (for example, a small
house trailer or fifth wheel) over 7ft high and 40ft long
would have paid a fare of $134–53 for the same trip. You
might as well now get a taller boat.

It’s just another illustration of the universal pricing rule
for fares: they never go down, but always go up. 

Equivalent changes have been made on Route #5 and
the main routes between the Mainland and Vancouver
Island.

What To Do?
The obvious thing is to put your boat on top of your vehicle,
rather than towing it on a trailer, as kayakers do now. Some
boats, and some vehicles, may not suit this approach.
Similarly, get a camper for your pick-up, rather than a fifth
wheel or trailer. Better to be short and tall than long and low.

But situations like this really call for some ‘out of the box’
thinking. For instance, it is cheaper to travel in two vehicles
(maximum length 20’ each) than to tow a trailer with an
overall rig length of 40’. Many years ago, there was a vehicle
called an Amphicar which could be driven on land, but also
functioned as a powerboat (propeller under the back
bumper) when the water got too deep. They don’t make
them any more, but if you could find one, I bet BC Ferries
wouldn’t know what fare to charge for it.

So that’s one strategy—to come up with a vehicle so novel
that there’s no fare listed. For instance, two cyclists, each
carrying one end of a canoe or  a footsie with a kayak. Or an
inflatable three wheeled motorcycle; even a senior on a
bicycle. (Bicycles and seniors are both free weekdays but
you don’t get the fuel rebate back. It just disappears.)

Or you could always drive your car onto your boat and
avoid the ferry altogether. Mind you, you probably would
not be permitted to use the ferry terminal.

Or you could strike a committee and devise an
administrative solution. With this new attention to length
the suggestion that short cars, should pay less is now current
(our Assistant Publisher, who drives a Smart car, would like
that). Or that overlength fares should be set by the mile (at
the moment, it costs just about as much to travel between
Tsawwassen and Galiano Island as it does between
Tsawwassen and Swartz Bay).

Or BC Ferries might take the discount airline approach—
a cheap basic fare, but charge extra for baggage, fuel, on time
arrival, use of evacuation chutes, and executive salaries (a
surcharge or rebate, depending on the results of one of those
customer surveys).

Seriously, though, there’s not a lot of logic in the fare
structure now. The application of different percentage fare
increases between the main routes and the minor routes has
led to some invidious comparisons. And, of course, the fares
are designed to make dollars, not sense. 

That’s why only the computer knows for sure and it is
sometimes stymied. 0

Gypsum dust solution in Plumper Sound?
In response to concerns raised by the Islands Trust, the
ocean shipper, Canada Shipping Line International (CSL),
is designing an elongated chute that is expected to
significantly address the issue of gypsum dust in Plumper
Sound. The chute will keep the gypsum enclosed as it is off-
loaded from freighters to barges.

‘The residents of Mayne, North and South Pender and
Saturna Islands have expressed their concerns to the Islands
Trust about this gypsum dust for several years,’ said Sheila
Malcolmson, Chair of the Islands Trust Council. ‘We had
written to the federal government previously, and then
Islands Trust staff contacted CSL in January to see if they
could recommend a solution. We commend CSL for acting
promptly to design a solution to this long term problem.’

‘CSL wants to take a cooperative, proactive approach to
help alleviate the dust concerns for residents who live near
the area where our vessels anchor and unload in Plumper
Sound,’ said David King, Vice President of CSL
International West Coast Operations.

Gypsum is a naturally occurring non-toxic mineral
compound, primarily used in the cement industry, as a

direct additive to raw cement and in the building
construction industry to manufacture drywall. CSL ships
the gypsum from mines on the west coast of Mexico and,
about twelve times a year, transfers it, in Plumper Sound,
to barges that are then towed up the Fraser River. At times,
winds carry plumes of gypsum dust towards the Islands
around Plumper Sound. 

CSL had previously controlled dust by applying a
surfactant on the cargo prior to off-loading it from the ship
on to a barge. ‘The surfactant has been very successful in
controlling airborne dust from vessels in some situations,’
King explained. ‘However, at times the wind catches the
gypsum, resulting in dust clouds. We believe an enclosed
chute will drastically reduce this dust.’

CSL is investing $10,000 in a study and expects to spend
an additional $60,000 to develop a prototype chute for
testing on one of the two vessels that unload onto barges in
Plumper Sound. The first chute would be installed for
testing by August this year. ‘Assuming it is successful, we
will retrofit the other vessel that calls at Plumper Sound,’
King said. 0

Changes to the BC Fire Code, requiring every private
dwelling, hotel and motel room built before 1979 to have
working smoke alarms installed, have now come into effect.

Battery-operated smoke alarms—rather than hard-
wired, interconnected devices—may be installed in these
older homes and buildings. Battery-operated alarms are
easier and less expensive to install than hard-wired alarms,
and are an affordable way to improve safety.

Buildings built after 1979 were already required to have
smoke alarms, and most municipalities have bylaws on
installation and maintenance. The new law will increase

public safety and reduce the risk of property damage from
fire in older buildings.

Homeowners are reminded that it is important to test
smoke alarms monthly to ensure that they are working
properly. Also, check the date of manufacture.

If your smoke alarm is more than 10 years old, it should
be replaced.

For more information on changes to the BC Fire Code:
http://www.housing.gov.bc.ca/building/consultation/smo
ke_alarms/index.html.

Smoke alarms now mandatory in older buildings


