
The never-ending preliminary hearings in the
Basi-Virk case wrapped up for a nearly four-
week break on Thursday, July 23. Some years
ago, Dave Basi and Bobby Virk, former
executive assistants in the Campbell
government, were charged with accepting
bribes, influence peddling, breach of trust, and
two counts of fraud in connection with the sale
of BC Rail to CN Rail in 2004. (Basi’s cousin,
Aneal Basi, was charged with money
laundering.) The hearings will resume on
August 17.

But that doesn’t mean that everyone gets to
go on holiday; there’s lots to do, and many
questions unanswered.

Madame Justice Elizabeth Bennett has the
most serious decision to make. She has
presided over more than three years of legal
maneuvering by the prosecution, led by Special
Prosecutor Bill Berardino, and the defense, led
by Kevin McCullough and Michael Bolton.
However, she has now been appointed to the
BC Court of Appeal, and is probably under
pressure to take up that appointment. She will
announce her decision on August 17.

If she does, Associate Chief Justice Patrick
Dohm says he has another judge in mind to
take over the rest of the case.

Disclosure 
But the pre-trial action, which has mainly
focused on disclosure of evidence by the
provincial government, isn’t yet over. Recently,
Madame Justice Bennett ruled that copies of
cabinet-level emails, requested by the defense
in 2007, may ‘potentially’ be relevant, and must
be produced. This order, to produce the
communications of senior members of
government, and potentially the Premier, is
possibly unprecedented, and illustrates just
how serious this case has become.

In response, the government said that they
were destroyed long ago, and could not be
made available. Later, new affidavits (still
sealed) by various government officials said
that they were ordered destroyed at the height
of the 2009 provincial election campaign, and
some of them may not have been destroyed yet.

A key question is: who gave the order to
destroy the e-mails in May?

Now, complying with a July 21 Supreme
Court order, the government has undertaken to
produce, on August 17, an inventory of what e-
mails can still be found. Madame Justice

Bennett (or her successor) will then review
them to determine whether they are actually
relevant before releasing any to the defense. 

Meanwhile, the prosecution has a ‘secret
witness’, whom they would only permit to
testify if the defense, the public, and the press
are shut out. But Madame Justice Bennett ruled
that the lawyers for the defense could be
present if they agree not to discuss the
testimony with their clients or anyone else. The
Special Prosecutor appealed that decision to the
BC Court of Appeal, which split on the ruling,
and so this procedural decision was punted to
the Supreme Court of Canada, which is not
expected to rule on it until October.

The Trial
No firm date has yet been set for the actual trial,
although the lawyers involved are reported to
have cleared their calendars for September
2009 through to February 2010. 

The decision on the ‘secret witness’ may
delay the trial, as would any change of judge. In
addition, disclosure arguments are not finished. 

So far the trial has been delayed through two
complete provincial elections and past a five
year milestone for activation of further parts of
the BC Rail sales agreement. Exactly what parts
are not known, because much of the contract
has not been made public, and no
announcements were made on July 14, the fifth
anniversary activation date. 

A Growing Cast Of
Characters

The defense is expected to argue that Basi and
Virk were only following orders from their
political masters, and that other officials were
feeding information to the bidders for BC Rail.
So the cast of characters in this mystery
drama—lobbyists, civil servants, and
politicians—grows ever larger. 

(It will be recalled that the RCMP made it
very clear, following the December 28, 2003
search of offices in the legislative building, that
no politicians were involved.)

Last Thursday was largely taken up with
arguments from the lawyer for Patrick Kinsella.
Kinsella has been variously described as a
consultant on government affairs to BC Rail, a
political consultant to CN Rail, and Gordon
Campbell’s campaign manager in the 2001
election. 
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Galiano models danced and strutted their stuff at a July one-of-a-kind fashion show at the Lions Field.

is available at these SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Campbell River—Island Highway near Larwood Rd

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

Nanaimo—Across from the Hospital 

Sidney—Beacon Avenue 

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza good reading, great coffee — it’s time to get SERIOUS!

US CAP-&-TRADE, please turn to page 11 RAILGATE, please turn to page 9

US cap-&-trade makes
problems for Canada
The Canadian federal Conservative government has
deliberately avoided proposing any policy on global
climate change or greenhouse gases (GHGs). Its excuse
has been that whatever Canada does must match US
policy, and US policy has not yet been legislated. 

This follow-the-leader approach is unravelling. As
cap-&-trade legislation takes shape south of the border
it is becoming clear that Canada’s best option is to
design, implement, and defend its own GHG reduction
strategy and carbon pricing system as soon as possible.

NAFTA Will Not Protect Canada
From Selective Tariffs

While the American Clean Energy and Security Act of
2009 has yet to be debated in the US Senate, three
things are now clear from the 1,428 page House of
Representatives version (narrowly passed on June 26,
2009):

• the US cap-&-trade emissions permit system
starts with significant distortions in permit allocations,
anticipates participation by ‘institutional investors’,
and may well result in extreme volatility in carbon
pricing;

• no Canadian system could possibly match the
complex regime described by the US legislation; and

• the US intends to impose tariffs on products (such
as steel and cement) which include a significant energy
content, from nations which the US may judge not to
have a carbon pricing system equivalent to its own
(read Canada).

The result is that the Act, also known as the
Waxman–Markey Bill, while ostensibly intended to
reduce GHGs, and thus make a significant
contribution to a future reduction in global climate
change, has in fact been elaborated to provide funding
and subsidies to many US industries and large
corporations, to allow the purchase of ‘carbon offsets’
from both domestic and overseas agricultural and
forestry operations, and to protect US industries from
foreign competition. 

This protectionism, while aimed primarily at India
and China, could also sideswipe Canada. The effect
would be to reinforce the Canada/US border. There is
significant doubt that the provisions of NAFTA could
protect Canada from selective tariffs imposed for
‘environmental reasons’. These tariffs would selectively
undermine NAFTA—one doubts it would be in
Canada’s favour.

Beyond Cap & Trade
‘Cap-&-trade’ is just a part of the sweeping Clean

Trust Area
community
housing
initiative
The Islands Trust Council has created a
new Community Housing Task Force to
develop a housing strategy for the
Islands Trust Area. Trust Council
unanimously approved the task force at
its North Pender meeting on June 17-19.

‘Trust Council has identified
affordable housing as one of its draft
strategic objective for its 2008-2011
term of office and we are delighted that
this is moving ahead so quickly,’ said
Sheila Malcolmson, Chair of the Islands
Trust Council. ‘If we are to help
maintain community diversity in the
Islands Trust area with a population of
different ages and abilities we need a
strategy for appropriate community
housing initiatives. We want to improve
the current and future ability of the
Islands Trust to use land use planning
tools, create innovative policies and
work on key partnerships to develop
affordable housing initiatives in the
Trust area.’

‘Clearly a big issue will be
affordability for young families and
working people,’ said Salt Spring Island
Local Trustee George Ehring, Chair of
the Local Planning Committee, to which
the task force will report. ‘Our island
communities have limited affordable
year-round rental options and real
estate costs have outpaced local
incomes. 

‘Another key issue which has been
identified is an aging population and the
need for age-appropriate housing. There
is a strong desire from existing Trust
Area seniors to ‘age in place’ and broad
community support to maintain age
diversity.’

Membership on the task force will be
determined by the Local Planning
Committee of Trust Council. The
Community Housing Task Force will
build on initiatives undertaken by Local
Trust Committees by taking a
collaborative approach for the region
that will identify environmentally
responsible options and solutions to
deal with housing affordability in a rural
setting.

The task force will have nine months
to complete its work.

Trust Council has allocated $15,000
to develop the strategy and the Union of
British Columbia Municipalities has
provided an additional $10,000 to
specifically address seniors’ housing
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Summer recess for Railgate~ Patrick Brown



AT FULFORD HARBOUR

JULY/AUGUST
Day       Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m. Day       Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m.

28
TU

0415
1115
1454
2121

3.9
8.2
7.2
10.5

1.2
2.5
2.2
3.2

29
WE

0507
1321
1556
2146

3.0
8.5
8.5
10.2

1.0
2.6
2.6
3.1

30
TH

0559
1454
1736
2215

3.3
9.5
9.2
9.8

0.9
2.9
2.8
3.0

31
FR

0651
1551
1952
2254

2.6
9.8
9.5
9.8

0.8
3.0
2.9
3.0

1
SA

0740
1635
2117
2347

2.3
10.2
9.5
9.5

0.7
3.1
2.9
2.9

2
SU

0826
1711
2201

2.3
10.5
9.2

0.7
3.2
2.8

3
MO

0047
0907
1741
2231

9.5
2.0
10.5
9.2

2.9
0.6
3.2
2.8

4
TU

0143
0945
1806
2259

9.5
2.0
10.5
8.9

2.9
0.6
3.2
2.7

5
WE

0234
1019
1826
2327

9.5
2.0
10.2
8.5

2.9
0.6
3.1
2.6

6
TH

0323
1052
1842
2356

9.5
2.3
10.2
7.9

2.9
0.7
3.1
2.4

7
FR

0413
1123
1857

9.2
2.6
10.2

2.8
0.8
3.1

8
SA

0028
0506
1153
1912

7.5
8.9
3.3
10.2

2.3
2.7
1.0
3.1

9
SU

0103
0603
1222
1927

6.6
8.5
4.3
10.2

2.0
2.6
1.3
3.1

10
MI

0141
0708
1252
1944

5.9
8.2
5.2
10.2

1.8
2.5
1.6
3.1

11
TU

0222
0826
1323
2001

4.9
8.2
6.2
10.5

1.5
2.5
1.9
3.2

12
WE

0306
1003
1357
2020

4.3
8.2
7.2
10.5

1.3
2.5
2.2
3.2

AT POINT ATKINSON

JULY/AUGUST
Day       Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m. Day       Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m.

28
TU

0440
1117
1555
2159

5.2
11.8
9.5
14.4

1.6
3.6
2.9
4.4

29
WE

0534
1258
1706
2235

4.6
12.1
10.8
13.8

1.4
3.7
3.3
4.2

30
TH

0629
1430
1841
2316

4.3
12.8
11.8
13.1

1.3
3.9
3.6
4.0

31
FR

0725
1539
2015

3.9
13.5
11.8

1.2
4.1
3.6

1
SA

0007
0820
1628
2123

12.8
3.9
13.8
11.8

3.9
1.2
4.2
3.6

2
SU

0107
0909
1706
2210

12.8
3.6
14.1
11.8

3.9
1.1
4.3
3.6

3
MO

0208
0953
1738
2246

12.8
3.3
14.1
11.5

3.9
1.0
4.3
3.5

4
TU

0302
1032
1804
2319

12.8
3.3
14.1
10.8

3.9
1.0
4.3
3.3

5
WE

0350
1106
1828
2352

12.8
3.3
14.1
10.5

3.9
1.0
4.3
3.2

6
TH

0434
1138
1849

13.1
3.3
14.4

4.0
1.0
4.4

7
FR

0025
0518
1208
1908

9.8
12.8
3.9
14.4

3.0
3.9
1.2
4.4

8
SA

0059
0604
1238
1927

9.2
12.5
4.6
14.4

2.8
3.8
1.4
4.4

9
SU

0134
0652
1308
1947

8.2
12.5
5.6
14.4

2.5
3.8
1.7
4.4

10
MO

0212
0745
1341
2009

7.5
12.1
6.9
14.4

2.3
3.7
2.1
4.4

11
TU

0252
0847
1416
2034

6.6
11.8
8.2
14.4

2.0
3.6
2.5
4.4

12
WE

0337
1004
1458
2102

5.6
11.8
9.5
14.1

1.7
3.6
2.9
4.3
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ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

Page 2, ISLAND TIDES, July 30, 2009

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations

Ross Walker 
250-537-9710

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca 
www.islandmarine.ca

On Time & On Budget

Tide Table Courtesy of

Tide Table Courtesy of

 

the extra room 
you wish you had
outerspacebuildings.com

GULF ISLANDS WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS

Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water

• Whole-house Treatment

• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

250-412-1110 • 604- 630-1114 • 524 William Street, Victoria
250-339-6914 Comox Valley

www.watertiger.net

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria /

Hardness / Arsenic

The future of BC’s electricity industry will be set as a result of a
massive study of the power distribution system by the BC
Utilities Commission (BCUC). The object of the study, called the
‘Long Term Electricity Transmission Requirements Inquiry’ is to
set out a plan for the orderly development of an electrical
transmission grid that will cover the province, providing
connections to both power generation sites and users. However,
the study, ordered by the Province’s Energy Ministry, must also
serve both electricity export and import needs.

With its ability to store electricity in the form of water
reservoirs behind its large hydro-electric dams, BC has a
significant role in electricity trading, importing cheap off-peak
electricity from Alberta and the US, and exporting it at peak
times to western US states. This trade has been highly profitable
to BC Hydro from time to time. 

Scope of the Inquiry
The inquiry has been given the specific task of determining

the transmission infrastructure not only to serve the province’s
needs over the next thirty years, but also to serve an export
industry based on power generation not only by BC Hydro, but
also private sector power generation enterprises.

In fact, as purchase contracts have been signed by BC Hydro
with privately-owned run-of-river facilities, some of which are
distinctly seasonal in their generating capacity, it is clear that one
of the provincial government’s economic development strategies
is to provide publicly-owned infrastructure to facilitate private
power generation for export to US markets.

Thus one of the specific terms of reference for this Inquiry is
to ensure that power transmission facilities serve export’s
growing needs as well as the province’s own future industrial,
commercial, and residential markets. (One specific objective is
that the province should be self-sufficient by 2016, and remain
self-sufficient after that.) Particular mention has been made of a
transmission line serving northwest BC, where mining
developments could use the power.

In setting transmission line routes, BCUC is also specifically
instructed to consider First Nations’ interests and
environmentally sensitive areas.

Planning a Power Generation
Industry

One of the major cost factors in planning any power generation
is the expense of building and operating transmission lines from
suitable sites to the markets they serve. This is a particular
consideration in ‘green’ power development because each site
may produce a relatively small amount of power (compared, for
example, to BC’s large hydro dams) but must be served by a long
transmission line. One approach to this problem is the
‘clustering’ of power generation, such as that proposed for Bute
Inlet.

But in terms of the natural environment, both long power
lines and ‘clustered’ power generation can have significant
negative impact. Where the availability of power leads to further
industrial or resource extraction development, this too can

impact the environment significantly. Thus the network of BC’s
electrical transmission system, most of it so far built with public
funds, will shape much of the province’s future economic
development strategy.

That is why this inquiry is particularly important: it is not just
about where to put powerlines so they do the least damage to the
scenery. It is where to make non-polluting energy available to
serve industries of the future. 

Economic Strategy of the Future
British Columbia is fortunate in that it has the best potential for
a ‘green’ energy economy in the northwest part of the continent.
The Long Term Electricity Transmission Requirements Inquiry
will, either directly or indirectly, determine where, when, and
how future power will be generated and stored. Power
transmission line locations, strategy, and timing will have a huge
influence on where power can be economically generated in the
future.

Thus the task of the inquiry is not just to set design a power
grid; it is to plan the role of British Columbia in the future energy
map of North America. 

As an example of this kind of scope, the government of
Alberta has, either deliberately or through neglect, sacrificed
large portions of its land, air, and water to its role as a prime
supplier of oil to the US. 

BC, a potential supplier of much cleaner energy, must still
decide how much of the province’s economy will depend on the
export of primary resources, including energy, and how much of
those resources will be retained to fuel higher value-added
industry and commerce within the province.

It’s Not Just About Economics
Much has been made of BC as ‘the best place on earth’, and this
should be taken primarily as a measure of the quality of life in
this province. It’s not only the environment that makes this so;
it’s not only the ready availability of clean energy; it is also the
economic, educational, health, and cultural opportunities of both
our cities and our rural and even remote areas.

Any inquiry of the sort contemplated by the BCUC must, as
its ultimate criteria, measure the effect of this economic
development strategy (for that is what this inquiry is about) on
the quality of life for British Columbians throughout the
province.

What Happens Next?
The first thing that BCUC has to do is to gather basic data and
forecasts, and it is expected that the BC Transmission
Corporation, BC Hydro, and Fortis BC will spend the summer
putting this together. It’s due to be submitted September 18.
Following that, these three organizations will each make
submissions during the fall. There have already been many
submissions and requests to appear from individuals,
corporations, and associations, and there will undoubtedly be
many more.

Originally, it was expected that the Commission’s work on

this would be completed by the end of 2010. 0

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF
INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A 
DISPOSITION OF 

CROWN LAND
Take notice that the Galiano
Island Parks and Recreation
Commission (Capital
Regional District) of Galiano
Island, BC, intends to make
application to Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
Licence of Occupation for a
public trail situated on Provincial
Crown land located in the
vicinity of DL30/31 fronting
on the Strait of Georgia,
Galiano Island.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is #1413323.  Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Section Head, Integrated
Land Management Bureau at
142-2080 Labieux Rd, Nanaimo,
BC V9T 6J9, or emailed to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo@
gov.bc.ca.

Comments will be received
by ILMB until August 29.  ILMB
may not be able to consider
comments received after this
date.  Please visit our website at
http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca
under the link: Applications &
Reasons for Decisions for
more information.

Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record.  For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

Salt Spring Island: Charming Cedar
cottage style home, ocean glimpses,
wood fireplace, RV space, close to
everything, sunny & private. Vesuvius
area. Hurry! Won’t last!

LiRead.com/1558.htm $419,000

Mayne Island: Across quiet country road
from ocean, dramatic views of Miner’s
bay & Active Pass, turn of the 20th
Century character home. All day sun,
organic garden, seasonal creek. B&B?

LiRead.com/1503.htm $869,000

Parker Island: Oceanfront private 9.92
acres, superb eco-friendly home, 2 bed /
2 bath, verandah style deck, drilled well,
access to community dock. A Gulf Island
treasure! 

LiRead.com/1631.htm $1,300,000

Piers Island: Lowbank oceanfront lot,
access to water, power, phone, ADSL.
Access to community dock & beach.
Keep your car at community parking
area near Swartz Bay. Best buy
oceanfront! 

LiRead.com/1614.htm $398,000

4-105 Rainbow Road

Salt Spring Island

across from Ganges Marina

Li Read
Sea to Sky Premier Properties

250-537-7647

Email: LiRead33@Gmail.com
Website: www.liread.com

Mayne Island: Oceanfront 4 bed / 1.5 bath home $789,000

Second Sisters Island: Private 3+ acre island, dock $2,700,000

Mayne Island: Must see oceanview estate, 4+ acres $897,000

Gossip Island: Oceanfront home & cottage, dock $925,000

Interested in Maple Bay? See Li for exciting opportunities!

It’s not just powerlines~ Patrick Brown

www.islandmarine.ca
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VANCOUVER  
INT’L AIRPORT

NANAIMO
(Departure Bay)

We’re all about the Islands

Our Islands. Our World.
S E A P L A N E SS E A P L A N E S

For scheduled flight info call 

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at 
seairseaplanes.com

• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at 

Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

Retraction of Article
We regret and apologize for all false impressions of the late Edmund Crocker
that may have been conveyed by Christa Ferrero’s article (in Island Tides

April 23, 2009 edition). We did not intend to publish inaccurate statements,
support a paternalistic attitude, or diminish Mr Crocker in any way. On the
part of Island Tides, we deeply regret having published this article and the
offense and distress that it caused the family of the late Mr Crocker.

M
aking homemade bread has taken on
a whole new meaning. Brock McLeod
and Heather Walker will teach you

how to start your own wheat field. Even if you
live in the heart of the city.

‘We want to see a reintroduction of people
growing grains for themselves in their
backyards,’ says McLeod who, together with
Walker, has created Island Grains, a new
participatory farming project on Vancouver
Island.

‘If we can start growing wheat locally, if
there is enough demand for it, well, that could
really help revise the food system.’

The idea is simple: Hand over $65, and
McLeod and Walker will lease you a 200-
square-foot slice of Makaria Farm, their 10-acre
organic spread near the town of Duncan, in the
fertile Cowichan Valley. They’ll also give you a
grain seed of your choice, seminars with guest
experts, and basic infrastructure support,
including irrigation and tools. (‘Yes, we have a
scythe!’ notes the website.)

You’ll attend a few guest-expert seminars,
plant your crop, then show up for at least three
subsequent days—two or more to tend (weed)
your plot, and one to harvest and thresh, using
a low-tech plywood threshing box and a
standard household fan to separate the wheat
from the chaff. You’ll leave the program, and
your plot, with your own grains—which you can
mill into flour as needed at home in your
blender or food processor.

And the know-how to grow wheat in your
own back yard which, McLeod says, offers more
potential than you might imagine. Quoting
tables provided in Gene Logsdon’s book, Small
Scale Grain Raising, McLeod explains that
1,100 square feet—a 10 foot by 109 foot
plantation—could produce about 60 pounds of
wheat.

‘You can probably get about two loaves of
bread per pound,’ he says, ‘so that would be up
to 120 loaves of bread per harvest.’

That’s two loaves per week for a year. Out of
what might presently be a lawn.

‘It is a brilliant idea,’ says Dan Jason, a
longtime food activist and owner of Salt Spring
Seeds, who supplied the project with red fife
wheat, barley and other grain varieties. ‘It is
neat way to introduce people to the whole
concept of grain-raising without a lot of land.’

The area’s regional agrologist agrees that
small-scale grains make a lot of sense. ‘It
sounds like a really good idea, especially for
people to get together and learn from each
other,’ says Wayne Haddow, who works for
the British Columbia Ministry of Agriculture
and Lands. ‘We have a lot of under-utilized
land in smaller lots on Vancouver Island, and
grains do store very well,’ Haddow adds, ‘The

opportunity is there.’
McLeod and Walker launched the wheat-

growing project on their website,
www.makariafarm.com, last Boxing Day, after
growing a successful trial crop of red fife and
barley last summer—they threshed it by
stuffing a pillowcase and hitting it with a shoe.
They sold all of this year’s fifty Island Grains
spots before the end of January. 

Getting From There To
Here

Two years ago, McLeod, 29, and Walker, 28,
were living in a rented Victoria condo and
working nice, stable civil service jobs. Life was
good: They ate out a fair bit, enjoyed the city.
‘But we weren’t really happy,’ recalls McLeod.
So one day McLeod said the words that many of
us say when we dream of a better, simpler life.
‘Let’s get a farm.’ So, they took out a mortgage,
and in June 2007 bought Makaria Farm. 

As they figured out what worked and what
didn’t, McLeod came across Logsdon’s book. It
proved an epiphany. ‘I’d always imagined that
growing grains requires acres and acres of
prairie just to make it worth your while,’ says
McLeod. ‘But Logsdon shows that just 1/40th
of an acre—the amount of space taken up by a
single-car garage, is enough space to grow the
wheat you need to enjoy a loaf of bread every
week for a year.’

They cooked up the idea for Island Grains
after listening to the Kootenay Coop Radio’s
‘Deconstructing Dinner’ podcast. That program
documented the Creston Grain CSA Pilot
Project, a community supported agriculture
program in British Columbia’s southern
interior region that last year attracted
international attention.

‘We figured, if it is doable, and there’s this
much interest,’ says McLeod, who grew up on
an organic farm, ‘then we would like to do it
here and invite other people to join us.’

Their timing proved perfect. Dan Jason
reports that his customers have been asking for
grain seeds in increasing numbers. ‘Since about
October I have been getting so many orders for
barley and wheat and spelt; it is phenomenal,
every second order is asking for grain.’

‘If you do something inspiring,’ says Matt
Lowe, cofounder of the Creston Grain CSA
project, ‘it creates a chain reaction. I’m glad to
hear that what is happening on Vancouver
Island is inspired by what we are doing.’

Bowen resident James Glave is author of  a
new book ‘Almost Green,’—‘a refreshingly
irreverent take on green issues and a candid
look at the costs and benefits of living an eco-
friendly lifestyle.’ This article was originally
published online in The Tyee on February 11,

2009. 0

• Serving the Gulf Islands and  
Greater Victoria for over 25 years

• Fuel-efficient, cost-effective wood heating

• Solar domestic hot water heaters

• Sales and Installations

Unit 6 - 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

call: 250-386-7643
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Solar Heating

Pender Island 

250-629-3336

No Worries
When you’re insured with Western Financial Group, you’ll receive a  
competitive rate, annual coverage review and a fair claim - guaranteed.  Not to 
mention, peace of mind. 

  

Grow your own bread! ~ James Glave

I
am loving this heat and light. What a
difference from recent Gulf Island
summers—day after day of sunshine. This

summer evokes childhood memories of eating
outside, doors and windows constantly open,
getting up, early and lovely long evenings to be
used until the stars come out.  

Those are the good memories. I have other
memories of driving along roads where one side
of the road was on fire or having to take detours
as whole areas were engulfed in flames.
Blackened, charred landscape was part of my
experience. One day someone in the Bonita
General Store said there was a fire burning up
our way. That alarming news cost me a green
popsicle I had just got, after extensive lobbying.
The swinging doors neatly cleaved it off as my
mother zoomed out the door with me in firm
tow. Fire was a fact of life as the hot Santa Anna
winds blew and the desert brush and higher
elevation forested pine slopes were always dry
to some extent.

My flourishing garden is solidly into food
production with blueberries, zucchinis, squash,
cucumbers, tomatoes, lettuce, beets, carrots
and sugar snap peas a part of any meal—and of
course, the ever-present kale! It is fun to see
what happens in the garden with the best of
possible weather, plenty of water, and good rich
soil.

Apples, figs and plums are growing huge,
still green and hard but lots of promise. No
pears for our family this year. Pear blossom
time must have had weather that discouraged
the pollinators. I count about 10 pear on four
trees! 

The sheep, deer and horses have stripped
any fruit tree bough that hangs over the fence
and the garden is a green oasis amidst gold
grass. 

The black-furred dogs have located all the
cool spots around the farm and go to them

depending on where the family action is taking
place.

This is the time of year when you find out
what is true about the term ‘deer resistant’. At
Saturna General Store the deer have been
climbing up on a huge pile of bagged plastic
recyclable bottles stored on the loading dock
next to the café and apartments. 

Their goal is dinner and their strategy is to
leap at the buddelia tree boughs and eat them
clean. Anywhere on Saturna you know how
high the tallest deer can reach. While it is
astounding how acclimatized the deer are to us,
our debris, and our total altering of the natural
environment, it does point out that they, in
their increased preditorless numbers, are
hungry and thirsty.

I am looking forward to blackberry picking.
So far the blossoms and rock-hard berries are
coming right along. The trailing raspberries
were delicious and the season was brief. I have
in mind pie—delectable blackberry pie and then
blackberry-apple crisp. 

Housing and development and tidying have
cleared out lots of blackberry picking haunts
just when there are even more enthusiastic
berry pickers. It is hard for humans to look
ahead and measure the joys of picking fruit
from the wild places versus tidiness. 

Himalayan blackberries sprawl, jump over
fences and attack people and human edifices
with no concern and lots of thorns—almost an
affront—except for the pies and the thoroughly
entertained children!

Croquet
Saturna Islander, John McBride, just won the
British Columbia Croquet Singles
Championship. John reported he snatched the
title out of the hands of an equally surprised 28-
year-old in a photo finish. John adores

Saturna Notes~ Priscilla Ewbank

SATURNA, please turn to page 10



Prosperity Without Growth
Dear Editor:
Murray Dobbin’s Imagining Prosperity Without Growth,
Island Tides, July 2) put a lot of my scrambled thoughts into
clear words and good order. Thanks for that. Will you pass on to
him a few additional thoughts surfacing after my half century as
ecologist and activist?

First, changes that leave human numbers at 6.8 billion or
higher will not be sufficient no matter how necessary. Humans
will be forever at the brink of classic resource shortages and
Gaia-destroying consequences of everyday living. We could keep
from falling headlong only by extraordinary levels of
management requiring huge investments in science, monitoring,
technology and administration; behaviour regulation of the sort
that Orwell couldn’t imagine; and a never-ending risk of
mistakes cascading into disasters.

Second, city thinking has controlled rural lives and
environments for at least two centuries. That can’t go on. As long
as city minds decide whether trees stand or fall, rivers are
dammed or flow free, prairie is plowed or protected, decisions
will never give rural communities or nature their due. This is
equally true whether there are 3, 6, or 12 billion of us, though of
course the consequences of blindness rise in some relation to
numbers. There has to be a new city-rural relationship that puts
Gaia first.

Last, ‘might makes right,’ a slogan we practice to a frightening
degree even as we disclaim it, must give way to ‘fair is fair’ in our
relations with other species as well as ourselves. We’ve got to
leave room for other life. I read that humans and domestic stock
comprise 98% of all terrestrial mammalian biomass worldwide.
Cats, cows and jackasses outweigh all wild mammals by 49:1.
That isn’t only stupid, it is unfair.

These sorts of thoughts are as fecund as rabbits. For example,
consider the revolution in the societal place and character of
science and technology required if scientists are to quit running
with the wolves of power and money, and become a humane part
of humanity. Consider the new stories organized religions have
to create, the huge revolution required of education, the re-
directing of wants—and on and on. Sorry: you know all this
better than I.

Bob Weeden, Salt Spring Island

Chalk River
Dear Editor:
What does the shutdown of Chalk River’s medical isotope
program have in common with the 17th century battle between
feudalism and democracy? Tragically, far too much.

Modern democratic economies work on the principle that
raw resources, consumed by either companies or individuals, are
public assets used by all (such as water, air, land, public
infrastructure etc). Normally, you are required to pay the public
back for what you consume; and then the profit you create by
adding value is yours. Modern democracies assure that there is a
public benefit from the use of common resources. That’s our
democratic-economic system.

In the seventeen century, kings and feudal lords claimed
ownership of both resources and government for their own
control and benefit. Then, humanity debated whether private
enterprise belonged under feudal-individual management or
democratic-public administration. 

In the case of Chalk River’s public medical program, the
Harper government has cancelled it in order to make room for
private control—distancing a Canadian medical program from
democratic administration.  

At issue, should Chalk River’s medical program be treated as
a strictly private resource under the control of its individual
owners; or is it fundamentally a public resource run for common
public benefit? 

No matter the answer, Mr Harper is clear that he believes that
the feudal approach of strictly private control justifies his
decision to cancel the Chalk River program—the public interest
be damned.

Eugene Parks, Victoria

The Public—Masters or Servants?
Dear Editor:
We the public have been brainless spectators and innocent
victims of the world’s financial services sector; starting at the
beginning of the last century and with subsequent dramatic
developments, particularly in recent years.

The defining historical event in North America was the
transference of the management of the US currency and money
supply function (by contract) from government to a privately
held, for profit organization known as the Federal Reserve
System (FRS). This contract was only signed into law in 1913
after some deceitful manipulations designed to generate support
for the proposal. Since that time the FRS has managed to be at

the center of a 95% devaluation of the US$ and a breathtaking
increase in the US national debt. This despicable financial
arrangement can be correctly described as a ‘Private, Public,
Partnership’ (P3) and is a foretaste of the mess yet to come from
the liberal (pun intended) use of this business arrangement by
Canadian and other national/provincial governments.

The modern financial services sector is one that functions
simultaneously as agent and principal. The participants in the
sector purport to give independent advice and services designed
and priced in an open and competitive market. It is this claimed
condition that is the public’s protection from thievery. 

Concurrently the same financial institutions, offering such
assurances, aggressively trade for their own accounts. This
trading is not disclosed. So there is never a way of knowing if the
individual’s transaction is being transacted with the same
institution simultaneously acting as agent and principal. It takes
little imagination to appreciate which interest is served first and
which second. Until this distinction and its separation are
framed in law the financial sector will be just another ‘casino’
industry group ‘gaming’ the public for as much as possible.

One contemporary Canadian example demonstrating
‘gaming’ is the 2008 Canadian Bank bailout. It was publicly
reported that the Government of Canada (taxpayers) exchanged
$75 billion in cash for $75 billion in dubious paper assets
variously described as mortgages. 

Requests have been made to several parties in Government
for a detailing of those assets, where those assets are now and
what are their current values? To date there is only silence. You
are invited to make your own enquiries and draw your own
conclusions since in part it is also your money that is in ‘play’.

The recently reported financial success of Goldman Sachs has
nothing to do with honest work and everything to do with
‘gaming’/trading. Nearly 100% of their quarterly profit came
from trading as principals.

Until these practices are stopped we will continue to be
‘servants’.

Erik Andersen, Galiano Island

Save Our Wild Salmon
The following letter was sent by Jean Crowder, MP Nanaimo-
Cowichan to the Honourable Gail Shea, Minister of Fisheries
and Oceans.
Dear Minister Shea:
I am writing on behalf of constituents and residents of British
Columbia who are extremely concerned with the continuing lack
of action from the federal government on the ways salmon are
farmed on our western coast.

As you are very well aware, the Supreme Court of BC
delivered a ruling on February 9, 2009 (Morton v. British
Columbia (Agriculture and Lands), 2009 BCSC 136) which
effectively gave the federal government 12 months to provide a
regulatory scheme for salmon farming in BC. In the relief of his
judgement, the Honourable Mr Justice Hinkson stated ‘at the
end of the 12 months from the date of this judgment, s. 26(2)(a)
of the B.C. Fisheries Act, ss. 1(h) and 2(1) of the Farm Practices
(Right to Farm) Act, and the Aquaculture Regulation will apply
only to the cultivation of marine plants. and the Finfish
Aquaculture Waste Control Regulation will cease to have any
effect.’

Sections 35 and 36 of the federal Fisheries Act cover the
protection of fish habitat and provide for the Governor in Council
and Minister of Fisheries to enact regulations governing this
protection. In particular, s. 35(1) states: ‘No person shall carry on
any work or undertaking that results in the harmful alteration,
disruption or destruction of fish habitat,’ and s. 36(3) states:
‘Subject to subsection (4), no person shall deposit or permit the
deposit of a deleterious substance of any type in water
frequented by fish or in any place under any conditions where
the deleterious substance or any other deleterious substance that
results from the deposit of the deleterious substance may enter
any such water.’

There is a wide body of scientific evidence that shows open
net-cage salmon farming is having a detrimental effect on wild
salmon spawning runs along BC’s coast. The close-packed
number of farmed salmon in these open net cages is contributing
to a concentrated stream of effluent, disease, pollution, and anti-
biotic drugs into the surrounding water. These deleterious
substances are, in some cases, being deposited right in the path
of wild salmon spawning runs.

The Broughton Archipelago in BC is an area of intensive
salmon farming, and it saw its 2008 pink salmon spawning run
collapse. In fact, Fisheries and Oceans Canada reported that pink
salmon spawners coming back to the region’s primary indicator
stream, Glendale Creek, were substantially lower than the 2006
parent brood year—roughly 15,000 compared to 182,000.

The federal government needs to take bold action on salmon
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Now thru August 30th
Sidney’s 16th Annual Artisans Show and
Sale—traditional and contemporary arts and
crafts, over 50 artists • New location: Arts
Centre, Tulista Park, 9565-5th St at Weiler • Open daily 10am-
4pm •  Info: 250-656-7400 • IN SIDNEY

Saturdays till Thanksgiving
Pender Islands Farmers’ Market—you never know what
you’ll find or who you’ll meet; ‘grow your own’ workshops
10:30am; fresh, local produce; baked goods and cheeses; local art
and artisan works • Community Hall • Every Saturday 9:30am-
1pm • ON PENDER ISLAND

Fri, July 31- Mon, Aug 3 & 
Fri, Aug 7 - Sun, Aug 9
Coastal Journeys Art Exhibition—
new work by Sandra Dolph, Annette
Shaw and Lea Mabberley; Sat Aug 1:
opening celebration 5-8pm • Cedar Grove
Gallery, 9720 Porlier Pass Road • 11am-
5pm • Info: 250-539-5814 • ON GALIANO ISLAND 

Sat, August 1 & Thur, Aug 13
Pender Film Group Screenings—SAT AuG 1: Addicted to
Plastic (2007 documentary)—plastic over the last 100 years,
expert interviews and cutting edge solutions to recycling, toxicity
and biodegradability; THuR AuG 13: I Love You, Man (2009)—
the closer Peter (Paul Rudd) gets to finding a Best Man the more
his relationship to his fiancée deteriorates • 7:30pm • Community
Hall • Admission by donation • Info: www.penderislands.org • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Thurs, July 30 thru Sat, August 8
Hornby Festival 2009—art show and
performance including: Brooke Maxwell, Jorge
Miguel Flamenco Ensemble, Sarah Chase,
Shuffle Demons, Chic Gamine, Adrian Dolan &
Big Tree Old Time Band, Melisa Devost, Pharis
Romero, Emily Braden, Kai Gleusteen,

Catherine Ordronneau, Jacques Thibaud Trio; children & adult
dance workshops; Opening reception, July 30, 7pm • Various
venues, free outdoor performances (Art in Unusual Places) •
Tickets: $20–$25, seniors & students $15–$20, children $6–$10,
under 5 free except children’s workshop; Box office: 250-335-1715
www.hornbyfestival.bc.ca • ON HORNBY ISLAND

Saturday thru Monday, August 1–3
‘Three Artists’ 11th Annual
Exhibition—paintings by Brian
Mitchell, Keith Holmes, Larry Foden •
Exquisite waterfront home setting, 667

Linklater Road • Noon–4pm daily • Info: Louise Decario, 250-
539-5760 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Sat, August 1 thru Mon, Sept 7
The Colour of Music—third annual show of
paintings by Eha Onno at Morning Bay Winery;
come enjoy these bold music-inspired works • Wed-
Sun, 10am-5pm • 6621 Harbour Hill Road •
Admission free • Info: www.MorningBay.ca and
www.EhaArt.com • ON PENDER ISLAND

Sunday, August 2
Trio Hochelaga—a superb classical piano trio from
Montreal playing Schubert, Smetana and
Mendelssohn • Artspring, 100 Jackson Avenue •
8pm • Tickets: $19 adult, $5 youth & EyeGo, 866-
537-8310, 250-537-2102 • Info: www.artspring.ca •
ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Wed–Sun, Aug 5-16 & Thurs–Sat, 20-22
Piaf: Love Conquers All—the life and loves of legendary

French singer Edith Piaf; come share a
cocktail with an icon, as she shares
anecdotes of her passion for men, music and
morphine • SALT SPRING: Wed-Sat, Aug 5-
16, 7pm; Sun, Aug 16, 2:30pm • ArtSpring •
Tix: $30-$35, 250- or 866-537-2102
www.artspring.ca, SIDNEy: Thur & Fri, Aug
20-21, 8pm; Sat Aug 22, 2pm & 8pm• Mary

Winspear Centre (a Co-Production) • Tickets: $30-$35, 250-656-
0275 www.marywinspear.ca • SALT SPRING ISLAND & SIDNEY

Thursday, August 6
Annual Hiroshima Day Observance—bring flowers or fruit
for group photo, if convenient, • Peace Park-Haiwa Garden,
ArtSpring, Ganges • 5pm • Info: 250-537-9804 • ON SALT
SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, August 8 
Galiano Wine Festival—enjoy wines from up-and-

coming local producers and around the
world; local cheese to taste and
purchase; music by Brad Prevedoros;

50/50 draw, silent auction, refreshments,
souvenir crystal wine glass; annual fundraising event for the
Galiano Health Centre • 1–4pm • Tickets: $30 at the door or
Jacques Roy 250-539-5976 or jacques_roy@telus.net • Info:
www.galianowinefestival.com • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday,
August 8 & 9
Coombs Fair—4-H & open displays,
animals, arts & crafts, domestic science,
horticulture & more; blacksmithing,

spinning & weaving, beekeeping & master gardening demos; live
music,  games, food & fun for whole family • Coombs Fairgrounds,
Ford Road, behind Coombs General Store • SAT: 8am-6pm, SuN:
8am-5pm • Tickets at gate • Info: Janet Boley 250-752-9757,
www.coombsfair.com • IN COOMBS, VANCOUVER ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, August
8 & 9
Stone, Glass & Canvas—artists Craig Benson,
Pauline Olesen & Barry Tate; exhibition and sale of
newest works in a lovely setting; Tasting Room
and Bistro Muse will be open during the show,
artists in attendance both days • Muse Winery
(formerly Chalet Winery), 11195 Chalet Road •
11am-5pm • Info: www.musewinery.ca or 250-656-2552 • IN
NORTH SAANICH

Sunday, August 9
Cappella Romana—a fine chamber choir from
Portland Oregon known for their exploration of
sacred Byzantine and other early music; presenting
an all-Aarvo Part recital • ArtSpring, 100 Jackson
Avenue • 8pm • Tickets: $19 adult, $5 youth &
EyeGo, 866-537-8310, 250-537-2102 • Info:
www.artspring.ca • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Tuesday, August 11
The Renaud Garcia-Fons Trio—direct from
MusicFest Vancouver, this superb French jazz trio
includes one of the most outstanding jazz bassists in
the world • ArtSpring, 100 Jackson Avenue • 8pm •
Tickets: $18 adult; $5 youth & EyeGo, 866-537-8310,
250-537-2102 • Info: www.artspring.ca • ON SALT
SPRING ISLAND

Sunday, August 9
The Island Mosaic Showcase Music Festival—sponsored by
Ptarmigan Music & Theatre Society, featuring the No Sh*t
Shirleys, Calliope, Vox Trium, Bandit, & storyteller/musician
Beverly Dobrinsky • Miners Bay Park • Noon–6pm • Admissiion
free • ON MAYNE ISLAND

Thurs–Sat, Aug 13 to Sept 5
The Dharma According to Fifi—Flying
Dreams Aerial Arts Productions presents a
contemporary aerial circus and one of the
most popular live theatrical events in the
Gulf Islands; reserve tickets early, shows sell
out; suitable for mature audiences • 8pm •
The Temple, 112 Sun Eagle Drive • Tickets:
www.flyingdreams.ca, ArtSpring: 250-537-

2102, • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, August 15
History Beneath the Waves—
Galiano Museum Society presents an
illustrated presentation on the Historic
Shipwrecks of the Gulf Islands by
Jacques Marc, Exploration Director,

Underwater Archeological Society of BC; refreshments • 2-4pm •
The Rod and Gun Club, 2-594 Porlier Pass Road, Galiano •
Admission free, donations welcome • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Sunday, August 16 
Salt Spring Eco-Living and Home Tour—includes exciting
new projects and old favourites: green building, energy efficiency,
water conservation, food production, renewable energy,
transportation alternatives, and ecological protection; sponsors
Earth Festival Society, SSI Conservancy, and I-SEA • Tickets: $25
at Salt Spring Books (earlybird $20 until August 7) • Info:
www.saltspringenergystrategy.org • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Sunday, August 16
Book Launch: Burlesque West: Showgirls, Sex and Sin in

Postwar Victoria—author Becki L Ross draws the
personal stories of former dancers, strip-club
owners, booking agents, choreographers and
musicians into a tantalizing tale; refreshments •
Talisman Books & Gallery, Driftwood Centre • 2pm
• Admission free • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, August 22 & 23
Leigh-Anne Maxwell, Art Show—west coast themed
paintings including several large scale oil paintings • Agricultural
Hall, 430 Fernhill Road • 10am-5pm • Info:
www.mayneisland.com under ‘Events’,
www.leighannemaxwell.com , writeus@leighannemaxwell.com,
250-539-3774 • ON MAYNE ISLAND

Thurs, Aug 26 to Sun, Sept 6
23rd Annual Victoria Fringe Theatre Festival—fourteen
venues packed with live international comedy, drama, live art and
spoken-word, see 10 shows for just $65; SAT AuG 29: free
Fringekids Fest with live entertainment, crafts, and more, 11am-
4pm, Market Square • Tickets & Info: 250-383-2663,
www.victoriafringe.com • IN VICTORIA 

Saturday, Sept 5 
12th Annual Live Saturna Jazz Dance—
featuring the Salt Spring Stompers,
(QuintEssential plus Alan Matheson, Borgy, and
Bob Cadwallader) • Saturna Community Hall • 8-
11pm • Tickets: advance $20, $25 at the door •
Info/tickets: 250-539-9883 or jazzbeau@telus.net • ON
SATURNA ISLAND

islandtides@islandtides.com
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Gardens are a constant source of surprise. This may be
considered a euphemism when you discover that the nocturnal
critters have just partied on your almost ripe corn. 

Notwithstanding, the surprise can also be the first rose of
morning, a vine-ripened tomato, or a germinating seedling of
that plant you always wanted.

At this time of year surprise may lie in the amazing ability of
some plants to survive the drought and then turn green within
hours of a good rain. One of the fun surprises about gardening is
the gratuitous or seemingly spontaneous offerings that sprout
from seeds long-buried in compost such as the nasturtiums now
growing in the tomatoes, the squash spreading its tendrils across
the drying garlic, or the foxglove sprouting in the orchard.
Potatoes in the hanging basket I remove, but the odd errant
naturalizer I encourage if for no other reason than to celebrate
that sense of cultivated exuberance.

Everything it seems is ripening all at once. There is a
cornucopia of salads, vegetables, flowers and fruit of every
description. Then just to add interest, there is also a cornucopia
of vetch, thistles, nettles, buttercups, woodbugs, deer, raccoon,
younameit. Well, we can always sleep in the winter. 

Speaking of which... there is still time to sow and plant many
salad and vegetable crops to keep you in greens and roots
through next April. Cauliflower, broccoli, kale and cabbage
should be sown now and many garden centers are stocking
bedding veggies ready to transplant. I also sow bush beans, peas
and all the leafy greens for harvesting through fall. And this leads
to our next question: where do I put all this stuff? 

Westcoast gardens do not go to bed in the winter, they keep
right on growing. The so-called dormant trees and plants are
actually growing underground, developing a bigger root system
for next spring. And almost all the hardy vegetables and flowers
will continue to grow slowly as the weather permits, which
means that they can be there for you to pick or admire all
through winter. And there is no reason at all why your summer
salad bed or petunia boarder cannot be converted into an
attractive winter produce garden to keep you supplied for
months. So, to answer the question: when your garlic has

ripened and hangs happily braided in the pantry, plan now to dig
the ground over and fill it with broccoli and winter lettuce. Or
when the nasturtiums wilt under the first frost you will be
standing by quivering with anticipation to replace them with
brilliant green rapini, pansies or calendular marigolds for a
colourful mid-winter salad. 

Of course there are times when it is a little slower than now
but gardens and gardeners do not hibernate. Consequently I try
to pace my garden so that all the planting and and all the cleaning
up do not converge. As soon as a bed is finished flowering,
fruiting or whatever, I try to dig it over right away while removing
or burying all the weeds before they take over. I usually have a
plan in mind for what to plant next and whether I need to add
more compost and fertilizer and I may or may not have to replant
immediately. Hot summer days are not the best time to plant
anything because of the risk of root damage and severe
dehydration. If possible plant in the evening, press the earth
around the roots firmly (use your foot) and always water the
transplants thoroughly. It is also a good idea to check the
weather forecast and take advantage of any cooler or cloudy days
even if it may mean deferring planting for a week.

Herbs do really well in this climate and for those with a little
time this is the season to plant saffron. The stuff of legends,
saffron has been cultivated for its exquisite scent and colour for
millenia from Spain and Morocco all the way to India and Nepal.
It is actually a crocus that happens to bloom in late
September/October (not to be confused with a similar looking
plant called autumn crocus) with brilliant purple flowers that
perfume the garden with a scent like wild honey. Like most herbs
saffron does not like a rich fertile earth in order to flourish, but it
must be very well-drained as damp will kill it at any season. To
facilitate gathering the tiny stamens that produce the
characteristic flavour I find that at the first signs of flowers I
protect the plants with glass to keep off any rain that will
otherwise beat down the delicate petals and turn the saffron
harvest into a mud crawl. 

August Recipes
One of the best crops this year will be sun-ripened garlic and the

quintessential summer dinner on the Islands is barbecued sweet
peppers and zucchini in aioli sauce. Aioli sauce, hollandaise,
zabaglioni, even custards, are all closely related recipes that hark
back to classical Greek and Egyptian days. Pliny recorded eating
it with fish in Taragona, and the air of Provence is said to be
‘perfumed by the refined essence of this mystical dish.’  

Aioli Sauce
The traditional way:

Peel 4 large cloves of fresh garlic and pound them in a mortar
with the yolk of 1 large egg. Add salt & pepper to taste and
gradually add about a cup of fresh pressed olive oil and continue
grinding until the sauce is thick and creamy. Serve it with cold
fish or snails.
My way:

Throw 2-4 cloves of fresh garlic into the blender, add some
extra virgin olive oil and blend until smooth. Add a pinch of salt,
1 or 2 egg yolks, a dash of lemon juice (or Grand Marnier if you
really want to impress) and blend again adding just enough oil to
produce a silky-smooth emulsion. Pour into individually sized
ramekins and serve immediately with BBQ’d vegies and perhaps
a prawn or two. Aioli should be made fresh for each meal and
does not keep in the fridge. 

Zabaglioni Sauce
Native to Sicily, this is the decadent dessert cousin of aioli. If you
are counting calories you might want to try this on a different
day.

2 egg yolks
2 tbsp refined sugar
1 cup Marsala (or sherry or vermouth or Cointreau, or all three)
1 cup cup of sun-warmed raspberries, strawberries, 

blackberries, or whatever
Carefully mound the berries into two stemmed glass dishes.

Tell your guest to sit down and pour the coffee. Place the egg
yolks and sugar into a small heavy saucepan on medium heat.
Beat the mixture rapidly with a whisk until warm and smooth.
Add the Marsala and continue to beat until the sauce turns
creamy. Immediately remove from the heat and spoon over the

fruit. Walk, don’t run to the table. 0

Garden Calendar August ~ Brian Crumblehulme



Free
Islands Posters

The Islands Trust’s colourful posters with
conservation messages for visitors to the Trust Area are now
available, free of charge, to businesses and any location
frequented by visitors. The posters feature artwork by Denman’s
Dawn Stofer, Mayne’s Debbie Bowles and Lasqueti’s Darlene
Olesko. Three unique posters are available in two sizes: 8.5” x 11”
and 11” x 17”.

‘While we hope businesses will display the posters we also
encourage residents to obtain a free copy,’ said Sheila
Malcolmson, Chair of the Islands Trust Council, ‘Many of us
have off-Island guests visiting from time to time, particularly
during our lovely summers.’

Close Relations
Salt Spring’s Harry Burton tells us that Stanley Park Children’s
Farmyard has a coloured Cotswold ram for sale. He is a proven
breeder but is now too closely related to all the ewes in the flock.
His pedigree means he could improve the quantity and quality of
wool crop of another flock and provide large lambs, so contact
windrush@telus.net.

Talking About The Good Life 
~ Brian Crumblehulme

The world is not going to end anytime soon but it sure is
changing. Dwelling on the negative impacts of our post-modern
society will not make it better and will only serve to make you
miserable. The moral imperatives are legion, so much so that you
cannot live and engage in this world without committing a sin.
We need our governments to lead and not follow. We need
businesses to develop ethical responsibilities. And we need to be
able to re-create our lives in the light of a new dawn. 

It is tempting to say we need to get on with our lives but that
implies more of the same and that is not going to happen. We
need to be able to modify the way we conduct our day-to-day
lives. 

In September the ISUNI folks who brought Mayne Island its
10-Kilometer Community dinners and the ‘Good Life’ articles to
Island Tides will be hosting a 2-day Good Life Festival’ on
Mayne. The event will be a celebration of rural island life. 

Expert panelists and some of the best speakers in the country
will provide practical ideas for everyday life on the Islands. The

first day will focus on talking and sharing ideas for
growing and eating the best quality food, for living
securely and comfortably at home, and using the most

cost effective ways to get around. Day Two is show-&-tell day:
demonstrations, workshops and hands-on examples.

The speakers are confirmed. Now we invite everyone else to
send in their ideas and sugestions and in September to come and
share the discussions. Two suggestions received recently are to
create a template structure for growers’ co-ops and to locate and
assemble the expertise to provide classes and workshops in a
range of useful rural techniques. 

A growers’ coop is an organization designed to support new
growers to become profitable quickly and to make it possible for
small operators to make a living and provide valuable
community services by sharing equipment and facilities and the
financial burden they entails—instead of having to buy their own.
The community gardens springing up over the Islands are a first
step.

We live in a world over-run by information but possessing
very little opportunity to acquire wisdom and the knowledge of
what to do next. Hands on classes in winter gardening, retro-
fixing inefficient houses, and practical ways to live better when
the going gets tough are needed.

If you have ideas, suggestions or questions that can be
discussed at this ‘good life’ forum, please contact Brian
Crumblehulme, briary2@telus.net.

Jazz In Transition From Tradition
~ Paul S White

More than a century ago, the public became aware of Jazz and its
Blues form. Now, no lesson has been taught so often as the one
that music forms don’t stand still. Music develops quickly,
changing rhythms, chordal patterns, range and timbre to bring
new sounds to listeners. Nowadays, there are ‘jazz festivals’
featuring such variation in style that some people might ask,
‘Where’s the Jazz?—because their jazz seems to have been left
behind.

Not so, everywhere. There are classic jazz festivals all over the
USA, Europe (and the United Kingdom) where early beginnings
of the happy music are replicated, respected and enjoyed. In
most urban centers there are highly sklled players who value jazz
‘tradition’ and they soldier on despite the pyrotechnics,
dissonance and technical facilty of modern jazz players who are
well-trained, but who want to be avant garde rather than
traditionalists.

So, some things are worth keeping even after they’ve
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• Complete panellized home package.

• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.

• Build yourself - or contractor can construct. 

• Comprehensive building guide included.

• Goes up quickly. 

• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.

• Package price guaranteed up front.

Pioneer 1,673 sq. ft.

Russ Anderson Brian Haller

R. Anderson Technical Services Mayne Island

Duncan, BC 250-539-2847

Phone: 250 720-6000

View over 100 plans at: www.nelson-homes.com

Celebra
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g 

60 Y
ears

A Better Way to Build
Save time, money and headaches.

Voluntary Subscription? Keep
meaning to send it in? Help keep

all this great news coming!

Did something in this edition:
• inform you?

• pique your interest?

• amuse you?

• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?

• make you a good contact?

• find you an opportunity?

• inspire you to take action?

• make a conversation topic?

• find you a good buy or service?

If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island mailbox
or if you pick it up from one of our yellow free boxes

located across the Strait of Georgia and from Victoria to
Nanaimo, or if you read online, you can show your
support and appreciation by mailing a voluntary

subscription of ($25 + $1.25 gst) $26.25 to:  Box
55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0 (Or call us with

your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!
And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you 

who have given subscriptions. And keep those lovely
letters coming. We paste them all in our scrapbooks! 

Photo: Kathy Worth 

Chester in full flight on Cufra Inlet, Thetis Island. What came next…?

The voice is a wonderful thing. It can comfort and charm; the
familiarity let’s you settle in immediately like pulling on a well-
worn winter sweater. Arthur Black’s voice is familiar to CBC
Radio listeners from his years hosting Basic Black, That program
ended in 2002 and as Black points out in his introduction to this
recorded selection of anecdotes, people just want to hear his
voice. Planet Salt Spring is a collection of 18 sketches of Island
life accumulated from Black’s more than 10 years as a resident of
Salt Spring Island. 

My favourites are those that explore Island quirks. I am sure
that most us can relate to ‘Danger, Hugs Ahead’, Arthur’s
commentary on the abundance of hugging going on in the Gulf
Islands; he even got a hug from his realtor on first meeting!
Island landmarks and characters—an Inukshuk on Pender,
Captain Apple, and Fritz the movie theatre cat are delightfully
explained and admired, or otherwise, in Arthur’s yarns. 

Although some stories are not specific to an Island, they

concern island life whether it’s
the merits of a canoe over a kayak
or releasing a bat back to the wild.
Islanders or visitors will relate
and get a chuckle of familiarity
and association. I just wish that
all the stories were more themed
to the Islands. The rants about
phones on airplanes and public
speaking as well as a few other
stories seemed out of place on
Planet Salt Spring. I am sure after
living on Salt Spring for more than 10 years, there was enough
material to fill a series of CDs.

This time of year, is time for the road music playlists. At the
length of a song, I would suggest sprinkling some Planet Salt

Spring anecdotes into your vacation music mix. 0
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CD Review ~ Jill Moran

Planet Salt Spring

Round The Islands



A new Sierra Club group has formed to protect
the Courtenay River Estuary from industrial
development and tackle other pressing
environmental issues in the Comox Valley.

‘We’re thrilled to add Sierra Club Comox
Valley to our network of five coastal local
groups, and we welcome new Sierra Club
members who are working hard to combat
climate change and preserve critical wildlife
habitat in their community,’ said Sierra Club BC
Executive Director George Heyman.

The core of the new group is the former
Courtenay River Estuary Action Committee
(CREAC), formed a year ago over concerns
about proposed industrial developments on the
Dyke (Comox) Road next to the estuary. The
estuary has been designated a Canadian
‘Important Bird Area’—a site providing

essential bird habitat that contains threatened
species, endemic species and a highly
exceptional concentration of birds. The
Courtenay River Estuary has the second highest
concentration of over-wintering waterfowl in
BC, and includies the Trumpeter Swan.

Mike Bell, the chairperson of the new group,
explained the reason for the transition from
CREAC to the Sierra Club, ‘Although our first
priority is still industrial development on the
Dyke Road—a concern shared by the Regional
District as it reviews all zoning on the road—our
focus has expanded. Over the past year we have
been working with other groups to create a new
vision for the Courtenay River Estuary and
address some of the other environmental issues

ISLAND TIDES, July 30, 2009, page 7

Nature Works:  
Better Choices, Better Future

Next time you’re thinking about buying expensive 
pesticides, consider these low cost alternatives to 
chemical-intensive practices.   

 Insect Repellent for Outdoors:  Combine 2 to 3 chili
peppers, half an onion,  1 clove of garlic and half a 
green pepper.  Blend with 2 cups of water, steep 1 to 2 
days, strain, and spray on unwanted insects.  

 Grubs Be Gone: Use nematode insects to kill harmful 
insects - not just grubs.  These can be purchased at 
garden centres or by mail order.   

 Make Room for “Good” Bugs: Plant herbs such as 

insects that keep pests away.  Ladybugs, lacewings, 

plants.     

CVRD Comox Valley Compost Education Centre
4795 Headquarters Road, Courtenay
www.comoxvalleyrd.ca 
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Independent Dental Hygiene in a relaxed setting
Registered Dental Hygienists offering:

• scaling • root planing • polishing 

• whitening • gum disease therapy

Celebrating 7 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

250-655-4884

Photo: Top, Derek Holzapfel - Below, Lila Atherley

Airborne. Top: take-off and landing, a young eagle takes to the air. Below: Cruising.

On October 21 last year, information
technology company Cisco and CBC’s ‘The
Hour’ host George Stroumboulopoulos
launched ‘One Million Acts of Green’
(OMAoG), encouraging Canadians to help save
the environment through individual acts
reducing carbon emmissions. With the support
of thousands of Canadians, the campaign
reached its goal of one million acts in less than
four months. The program was so successful it
sparked an international initiative.

On Canada Day, with more than 50
countries already participating, One Million Act
of Green went global. The Canadian initiative
handed over the reins to GreenNexxus. 

Part of Canada’s send-off for the campaign
was one last action on June 9 to reach out to
schools and energize and educate students on
the benefits of being green. 120 schools
participated in a live webcast ‘Small Steps Make
a Big Difference’ presented by the Dr David

Suzuki Foundation and moderated by CBC’s
Stroumboulopoulos.

Canadian Campaign
Milestones

One Million Acts of Green campaign started in
Canada in late October. By early December, the
campaign reached the halfway mark with over
500,000 acts of green registered and nearly
25,000,000kg of greenhouse gases saved. The
campaign reached its one million mark on
February 4, four months after its launch.

The Canadian OMAoG community—nearly
50,000 members—logged an amazing 1.75
million acts of green and saved over 101 million
kilograms of greenhouse gas going up into the
atmosphere.

Organizers say that OMAoG demonstrates
the true power of the Human Network Effect—
together, people and technology are able to
make positive changes for the sake of our

planet. 0 

 
  

Preventable injuries are the #1 killer of 
British Columbians aged 1 to 44.

ESTUARY, please turn to page 10 

Individuals take action for the planet

River estuary birds get a helping hand
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For more information on �u prevention, visit 
www.fightflu.ca  

or call 1-800-454-8302 
TTY 1-800-465-7735

KNOW WHAT TO  
DO TO FIGHT THE 
H1N1 FLU VIRUS
The H1N1 flu virus is a respiratory 
illness that causes symptoms 
similar to those of the seasonal 
flu (fever and cough, runny nose, 
sore throat, body aches, fatigue 
and lack of appetite).

All strains of flu can be dangerous; 
however, good infection prevention 
measures can help protect you 
and others if this virus begins to 
spread rapidly in Canada.

Wash your hands often and 
thoroughly—for at least  
20 seconds—in warm, soapy 
water or use hand sanitizer.

Cough and sneeze in your 
sleeve, not your hand.

Keep common surfaces and 
items clean and disinfected.

Stay home if you’re sick, and 
call your health care provider  
if your symptoms get worse. 

KNOWLEDGE IS  
YOUR BEST DEFENCE
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Relatives far away? They can keep up with the Islands by reading the full copy

of Island Tides on the Internet - www.islandtides.com

I t’s  l ike t hey are sti ll  visiti ng!   



According to Premier Gordon Campbell’s biography on the
BCLiberals’ website, his First Nations name is Chamatook,
which is said to mean ‘the one who is able to do the right thing
and bring harmony.’ 

This may have to be changed. His proposed Recognition and
Reconciliation legislation seems to have resulted in anything but
harmony among BC’s First Nations, and negotiations appear to
be back to square one.

A few weeks before the May provincial election, Premier
Campbell announced that he would be introducing legislation to
recognize Aboriginal title, combine over 200 First Nations in the
province into 24 ‘Indigenous Nations’, who would hold that title
and rights, entering into ‘shared decisionmaking regarding land
and resources’ with the Crown (see Island Tides, May 7, 2009).
Existing Crown grants and private property would not be
affected.

Objections were immediately raised by resource industries,
which felt that the proposed arrangement would give First
Nations a ‘veto’ over resource development.

The legislation was then said to be delayed until after the
election, but nothing further has been heard, until a July 14 ‘open
letter’ from Grand Chief Stewart Phillip to the Union of BC

Indian Chiefs, which announced that the February 2009
‘Discussion Paper’, which had been authored by both the
Province and the First Nations Leadership Council, has been ‘set
aside’ on June 25 in the face of  ‘feedback’ from regional sessions
and community visits throughout BC’s First Nations.

‘. . . it is clear,’ says the letter, ‘that many concepts expressed
in the Discussion Paper are unacceptable.’ Objections appear to
include: the ‘reconstitution’ will interfere with self-
determination; that the Indigenous Nation Commission could
become another bureaucracy; that there is risk in including
Aboriginal title recognition in legislation that recognizes Crown
title in any form; and that the nature, scope, and substance of the
title being recognized will weaken title recognition within Section
35 of the Constitution. First Nations also questioned whether the
Province has the jurisdiction to pass such legislation, and
expressed doubts whether it would be implemented. (It may well
be that Aboriginal title can only be recognized by the federal
government.)

Generally, First Nations support the recognition of Aboriginal
title, but not in the form of Premier Campbell’s proposed

No recognition, no reconciliation, no harmony

The harmonized sales tax recently announced will deliver
another blow to British Columbia’s struggling tourism industry,
says Canadian Restaurant and Foodservices Association
(CRFA). The tax on restaurant meals will jump from 5% to 12%,
hitting families in the wallet and discouraging international
tourists.

‘This government made a promise less than three months ago
to the people of British Columbia that there would be no new
taxes,’ says CRFA vice-president Mark von Schellwitz,
‘harmonization will result in a permanent tax shift of hundreds
of millions of dollars to our customers.

‘To make matters worse, a 12% tax will likely accelerate the
sharp decline in international tourists visiting British Columbia.
US tourists are already shocked by the 5% GST when they dine
out in BC,’ says von Schellwitz.
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OnsiteConcrete.ca  

1-877-MIx-Here (649-4373)

30 YearS experIenCe

Mixing  fresh

concrete at

your site

Your Island’s Concrete Solution

With Onsite Concrete there is no waste and

less impact on the environment. 

Only pay for what you use.

          

• harvesting 
systems
• design

• installation
• service

BoB Burgess 
tel. 250-246-2155

bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.com

drilling the islands since 1965

1-800-746-7444 ssi: 250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com        drill@drillwell.com

• Water Wells

• Hydrofracturing
to improve Well yields

What is a 
property worth
without water?

LAND ACT:

NOTICE OF

INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A 

DISPOSITION OF 

CROWN LAND

Take notice that Stephen Paul
Roberts and Harvey Lau, of
Saltspring Island, BC intend
to make application to the
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for a Specific
Permission for  Private
Residential Moorage situated
on Provincial Crown Land
located in the vicinity of
Stuart Channel.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is #1413351.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at #142-2080 Labieux
Road, Nanaimo, B.C V9T 6J9,
or emailed to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo
@gov.bc.ca.  Comments will
be received by ILMB until
August 24, 2009.  ILMB may
not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website
at http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca
under the link: Applications
& Reasons for Decisions
for more information.

Be advised that any response
to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

LAND ACT:

NOTICE OF
INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A 
DISPOSITION OF 

CROWN LAND

Take notice that Alan Peretz of
Saturna Island, BC intends to
make application to the
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for a Specific
Permission for Private
Residential Moorage situated
on Provincial Crown Land
located in the vicinity of Boot
Cove, Saturna Island.

The Lands File Number
that has been established for
this application is #1413339.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at #142-2080 Labieux
Road, Nanaimo, B.C V9T 6J9,
or emailed to:
AuthorizingAgency.Nanaimo
@gov.bc.ca. Comments will be
received by ILMB until August
29, 2009.  ILMB may not be able
to consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website at
http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca
under the link: Applications
& Reasons for Decisions for
more information.

Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

SALES TAX, please turn to page 11

RECOGNITION, please turn to page 10

Kinsella has decleared that any documents that had anything
to do with him are irrelevant to the case and should not be
introduced as evidence. The defense claimed otherwise. Some of
these documents were missing, too, even invoices for $175,000
he was paid; it was claimed that CN Rail had taken them over
from BC Rail. 

Madame Justice Bennett ruled on July 24 that she would
release about half the Kinsella documents to the defense; some,
she said, were ‘clearly not relevant,’ and some would require
editing to black-out private information.’ 

Summer Vacation
It’s not likely that anyone involved in this case will get a peaceful
summer at the beach. 

Madame Justice Bennett faces a difficult decision; she knows
the case better than anyone, but how long can this go on? Not
mention she has to redacting Mr Kinsella’s documents.

The prosecution and the defense will be occupied with a
complex web of ‘what if?’ scenarios.

The search for the missing emails may occupy a great deal of
government time. 

The media will be busy, too; over the past few weeks they

have started paying attention to a story that has slumbered for
too long. Mr Kinsella, and numerous others, now face being

called to the stand whether they like it or not. Even the Premier

might have to testify. 0

RAILGATE from page 1

farming and introduce regulations that will uphold sections 35
and 36 of the Fisheries Act. You, as Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans, have the chance to provide real leadership on this issue
by introducing regulations calling for all salmon farming to be
carried out in closed tanks and away from wild salmon spawning
runs. 

We must do everything we can to protect this invaluable
natural resource for future generations.

Jean Crowder, MP, Nanaimo-Cowichan

LETTERS from page 4

When it comes to Ferry fares, only BC Ferries’ computer knows
for sure. As we enter the official summer season, some went up,
some went down, and some don’t make sense.

Fuel Surcharges Reduced
First, what went down. Clearly, someone at BC Ferries was
watching fuel prices; through some successful hedging when
prices were low, they have managed to reduce the cost of the fuel
on which they are currently running the ferries. As a result, the
current 5% fuel rebate on minor routes increased to 8% on July
15. Good for them.

Fares on the main routes, between Swartz Bay and Nanaimo
and the Mainland, on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays,
are $30 for a car and $9 for a driver, one way. This fare was
introduced a while ago, and has been continued for the
summer—it’s called a ‘Coastsaver’ fare.

28% More To Go To Southern Gulf
Islands Than To Vancouver Island

Now, what went up. There used to be a similar weekday discount
on the Tsawwassen Bay–Gulf Island run (Route 9). However,
ferry-watchers will recall that BC Ferries announced that they
would abandon seasonal fares on the minor routes; so this
discount has been abandoned.

Nowadays, travelling from Tsawwassen, it costs you $30
more for a weekday round trip to the Gulf Islands than it does for
a weekday round trip to Swartz Bay. While it now costs $78 (2 x
$39) for a midweek return trip—car and driver—between
Tsawwassen and Swartz Bay, it costs $108.30 for a midweek

return trip between Tsawwassen and the Gulf Islands (these
fares don’t include fuel surcharges or rebates). 

The only way to compare is to look at return fares, as the fare
from Tsawwassen to the Gulf Islands is $70 but the fare from the
Gulf Islands to Tsawwassen is $38.30 (the same on weekends).
This differential was originally set up to accomodate and
encourage ‘through-fares’ to the Islands via Swartz Bay in either
direction (which helped out with peak overloads) without
anyone being able to dodge the correct fare. 

No only do Islanders not have a subsidy—they pay more!

Fare Caps Are To Blame
Now, in case you thought that these manipulations are the
outward signs of a fiendish marketing initiative, it’s time to look
at the fare caps (expressed in terms of average fares), as
administered by the Ferry Commissioner. 

He reports that the actual average fares collected by BC
Ferries for the main routes have exceeded what is allowed (and
budgeted) by the fare caps, so BC Ferries have to reduce the
average fares on these routes to get down to the cap levels.

But on the minor routes (including Route 9), what has
actually been collected is, on average, less than the caps allowed,
so these fares can be adjusted upwards, a little.

Since the fare caps for the main routes are totally separate
from the minor routes, there is no provision for comparing one
set of fares from the other, unless you are a ferry patron.

Now, I think this is all correct, but if anyone at BC Ferries (or
its computer) wants to correct this explanation, they are perfectly

welcome. 0

Ferry fares—experience the difference~ Patrick Brown
New sales tax blow to business



competitive sports, the necessary fierce concentration, the ability
to keep on playing to win even when you are far in the backfield,
to remain civilized and gracious when you do lose and the fun
and joy of body and mind working superbly together. I had
thought that croquet was about white dresses and cool drinks.
Competitive croquet is about strategy and angles—like playing
pool on grass instead of green felt.

Seasonal Island
Not only are we in midseason in the garden, summer itself is

about half-way along!  Due to the fine weather, Island businesses

are doing good trade—hopefully enough money to carry them

through the long months of October to March. 

Often our seasonal staff work a full day and other jobs in the

evening and on weekends. Island kids who are going to school or

college, have the best of both worlds—accommodation at Mom

and Dad’s, plenty of work and nowhere to spend their pay check!  

We even have young people who return in summer just to

work here—running the cash registers, tablewaiting, cooking.

They get the gift of close connection to Islanders and being part

of a community in a beautiful place of the world—and cash!

Islanders get the help we need to provide the services we are

selling. 

Two young women, Louisa and Renee, came from Berlin in

late spring and worked through the end of July. They worked full

time at the vineyard, two nights a week at the Bakery, and one

afternoon a week making Go Nuts Burgers. They were excellent

workers, great to be with and they loved being on Saturna. ‘We

had so much fun!’ they said as they boarded the Mayne Queen,

backpacks bulging, to head across Canada and then fly home. 0

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484

Fax 250-652-4486

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Peter Christenson  •  250-629-8386

www.shorelinedesign.ca

SHORELINE
DESIGN

• Fully insured

• Excellent

references

• Spe• Specializing in water

accaccess over steep 

& rugged 

terrain

SATURDAYS
8:30-11:45am: sturdies Bay, galiano 

12:15-4pm: Miners Bay, Mayne

SUNDAYS
9:30am-12:30pm: Hope Bay, Pender

1-4pm: Montague Marina, galiano
Bc’s best wild-only salmon, 
live local crab, fresh halibut,

canned salmon & tuna, &
other seasonal seafood

live
, fresh & frozen seafood

The Fishery Afloat
aboard the Crab D

an
ce
r

FoR AdvANCE oRdERs 

call: 250-537-2457   or   email: fish@saltspring.com

Bfine custom cabinets from MERIT

Bkitchens Bbathrooms Boffices

Bdining & entertainment units

Bserving Salt Spring & the Southern 

Gulf Islands

Carl Borgstom 
Kitchen Designer

250-538-7133

Mouat’s Trading Co. - Downtown Ganges, 
Salt Spring Island

KITCHEN & BATH CENTRE

For a different perspective

www3.telus.net/gi-public-affairs

by Tom Varzeliotis
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Cold Drafty House? 

Wet Basement?   

Nasty Crawl Space?    

Spray-Foam Insulation (may qualify  

for EcoENERGY & LiveSmart Grants) 

Air Leakage and Moisture Control  

Foundation Waterproofing and Repair 
 

Matthew Woodruff
Architecture
Inc.

................................

604.568.2715
info@matthewwoodruff.com
matthewwoodruff.com

.....................

......

Modern 
Sustainable 
Buildings.

JAKOBSEN
A S S O C I A T E S

Custom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,

and Vacation Homes 

 

www.jakobsenassociates.comK eit h  Ja ko b se n

 6 0 4 . 2 6 1 . 5 6 1 9 jakobsenk@netrover.com

SATURNA from page 3

changed. Classic Jazz of the 1900s (1900-1940 say) is on that
select list. A couple of years ago, I was privileged to present a 16-
piece swing music (hark to the 1930s) based on Salt Spring
Island. They were very good at their work, and the Saturna
Community Club was glad they came.

After the performance, the senior band members asked for
opinion, and I told them that the only improvement I could
suggest, was to increase the the entertainment aspect of their
work by having a program interval where the best jazz players in
the orchestra could step out of the big band’s ranks, and play
some classic jazz. They nodded their heads and boarded the
water taxi for home at midnight. I had listened carefully to the
big band, and concluded that that it had at least a half-dozen
special music talents as the makings for a small jazz band.

This year, the tenor saxophone player who often found
himself in the role of on-stage leader, phoned me to advise that
indeed, the small group had been formed, the rehearsal work
had been done over the last two years, and that they had a gig to
play at Nanaimo a few weeks hence, at Nanaimo’s Afro-
American Heritage celebration.

I attended and heard a full afternoon of Salt Spring’ new
combo—a five piece band led by the tenor sax player. Named
‘QuintEssential’, it pleased the audience and saved the day from
the heritage program’s glitches. They played a range of jazz
standards dating from the 1920s to the 1950s, and didn’t miss a
chord or a beat. Vocalists sat in and the day was won by
QuintEssential. The high standard of Salt Spring’s musical

notables like Bachman, Valdy, Guthman, Nordine, and others to
numerous to mention, was maintained and the audience
signified approval through generous applause.

After the program—the band leader asked me if there was any
work to be had on Saturna. I said that if QuintEssential could
allow itself to be joined by the addition of three master players
from Vancouver and Victoria at the 12th Annual Jazz Dance, I
would be pleased to engage such a group. 

The notion was to have the Salt Spring quintet supported by
three classic jazz masters, to provide Saturna with the traditional
jazz band configuration they had come to enjoy. Not a critical
view of QuintEssential’s offerings, but as a way of keeping old
music fresh with additional composing, arranging and
performing skills. Three hours is a long time for a small group to
entertain a large audience. QuintEssential agreed to try that idea.

So this Labour Day Saturday, the’Salt Spring Stompers’ come
into play, for one night only, as an octet of great and varied
musical talents and instrumentation. The Jazz Dance is
honoured to have them perform at Saturna (see ‘What’s On?’ for

details).

Twelve years ago—classic jazz was distinguished by its
absence here. Now, we have an able jazz band from Salt Spring
Island, some marvelous players to spice the full evening, and a
faithful audience who have come to enjoy the traditional music.
Dancing. listening, slow drags or stomps—there’s no better  way

to finish a summer season. 0

RTI from page 6

in the Comox Valley.’
We’ve been looking for a group that is committed to citizen

participation, to activism within the law and to getting results.
The Sierra Club, one of the oldest and most respected
environmental groups in British Columbia and Canada, is the
organization we need. It broadens our base and brings us, and to
the struggle for sustainable development in the Comox Valley, a
wealth of resources, technical expertise and a reputation for
excellence.’

The new group invites current Sierra Club members living in
the Comox Valley to join Sierra Club Comox Valley, and is also
signing up new members. A kick-off meeting will be held in mid-
September. Ray Grigg, a well-known local environmentalist and
a member of the Quadra Sierra Group, will be the keynote
speaker.

Other coastal Sierra Club local groups are in the Lower
Mainland, Victoria, Haida Gwaii, Quadra Island and Powell

River. 0

ESTUARY from page 7

legislation. In fact, they doubt that it can be done by provincial
legislation. It has also been reported that combining over 200
First Nations into between 24 and 30 ‘indigenous nations’ did
not meet with a favourable response. 

The Recognition Working Group, which had been working
with the Province to develop suitable legislative language, has
been instructed to stop work.

One of the objects of the Premier’s Recognition and
Reconciliation initiative had been to increase certainty over land

tenures and rights for the benefit of resource development across
the province. With the resource industries fearing a First Nations
‘veto’ and the First Nations rejecting even the idea that this could
be accomplished by Provincial legislation, it would appear that
the initiative has failed. Nevertheless, Grand Chief Stewart
Phillip says that the abandonment of the Discussion Paper is
intended to provide ‘the space and opportunity to carry on an

inclusive and cohesive dialogue’. 0

RECOGNITION from page 9

Minister Gary Lunn has returned from the Pacific NorthWest
Economic Region (PNWER) conference in Boise, Idaho this
week, having been awarded PNWER’s ‘Hot Potato Award’ in
recognition of his support to pave the way for the second Amtrak
Cascade train service into Vancouver, BC from Eugene, Oregon
and Seattle, Washington.

‘With the Olympics just months away this addition to the
passenger rail service from Washington state into downtown
Vancouver is important,’ Minister Lunn said and added, ‘When
I was approached to help bring a second train into service I knew
I needed to roll up my sleeves and get it done.’

‘We had been working on getting this service on both sides of
the border for months,’ said PNWER President and Alaska
Senator Lesil McGuire, ‘When PNWER took it to Minister Lunn,
Gary immediately picked up the ball and championed the cause
until we got it done.’

‘I am honoured to receive this year’s ‘Hot Potato’ award from

PNWER. The very nature of this award is a celebration of what
we can accomplish when we all work together,’ continued Lunn,
‘I want to thank my fellow Ministers, the Hon Peter Van Loan
and the Hon Stockwell Day for helping get this service in place.
I also want to thank and acknowledge the investment that the
states of Washington and Oregon have made in the Amtrak
Cascade train.’

The additional train was made possible by the Government of
Canada extending border clearance service to a second daily
AMTRAK train between Seattle and Vancouver, as a pilot project
from August until after the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic
Winter Games, and will allow the free flow of legitimate goods
and people across the shared border with the United States, by
providing the flexibility necessary for the Canada Border
Services Agency (CBSA) and AMTRAK to process increased

demand for their services. 0

MP Lunn wins Idaho ‘Hot Potato’ award for Olympics train 
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AUTOMOTIVE

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

FREE!
Scrap Car,

Truck, Bus &
Equipment  
REMOVAL

No Wheels?
No Problem!
Gulf Islands • Victoria

Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope

Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing

- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

250-652-0599
www.flynn.ca

• Pre-assembled • Portable 
• Fresh or salt water • No scrubbing

• Can be left full or empty  
• Fully insulated (requires less wood) 
• Includes everything you need …

Just add water & enjoy!

www.alumitubs.com
Eric/Wendy Holtz

604.885.0646
alumitubs@telus.net

Wood FiredWood Fired

Hot TubsHot Tubs

d. a. sMitHson & sons

Well drillers
250-539-5252
250-478-6937
dasons@telus.net
www.smithsondrilling.com

specializing in… 
pvc deck membranes &
aluminum railings for

sundecks, garage decks
and roofdecks.

call dave Woode
contracting:

250-537-2990 or 
1-800-804-6288

servicing the gulf islands

Standing Seam
metal Roofing
foR WateR

ColleCtion SyStemS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE

SHAKE & SHINGLE

Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

L

A
NC
E VAESE

NROOFING 
Ltd.

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

Fax 250-383-2198

Jay E. Electric

Jeff  Edwards

Serving Pender Island
and the 

Southern Gulf  Islands

250-629-3973

250-217-9500 cell

jay_r_e@shaw.ca

KLYNE 
CONSTRUCTION

• Concrete forming and 
framing

• House kit assembly

• Project management

• Renovations

• Boat access locations   
welcome

• Serving Gulf Islands and 
Vancouver Island

Al Klyne 
250-539-9887
alanklyne@telus.net

• CRD approved drinking water
• pool filling • dust control 

• street flushing • film industry 

• 3,000 gallon tankers

250-388-2712

Bulk Water Delivery

 

the extra room 
you wish you had
outerspacebuildings.com

MARINE

WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road

Salt Spring Island

30 years experience

dock building & repair

pile driving & drilling

aluminum gangways & ramps

wood piers & wood floats

crane barge service & towing

mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

MOORINGS
INSTALLED •SERVICED

MAINTAINED

Chris West 

Dive Services

250-888-7199
250-538-1667

cdwest@telus.net

On Time & On Budget

• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings 

• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

250-537-9710
www.islandmarine.ca

FOR RENT
ISland 
EXPlORER
PROPERty 
ManagEMEnt ltd.

Southern gulf 
House & Cottage Rentals

Pender Island Long Term: 
Country living yet close to amenities.
Large rural property. 2 Bedrooms, 2
Bathrooms. $900

Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.

PROVEN SERVICE

COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

HELP WANTED
School District #64

(Gulf Islands)

Applications are invited for
substitute/casual work as
Building Service Worker
(BSW) at Pender Islands
School.

For further information,
refer to School District #64
website at
www.sd64.bc.ca/staff.html.

REAL ESTATE
Mayne Island building lot. One acre
gently sloping $128,000 as
assessed. 250-370-0011

Rent or Lease
Quality Pre-Owned 

Cars & Minivans

GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

We will pick you up 

from Ferries & Airport

655-5038

1-800-809-0788

Monthly Rentals 

from $625*

Mention this ad & get 

10% off first month’s rental.

* Rates subject to change.

GSA Auto Rentals 
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The arts and cultural sector in British Columbia
is facing an imminent crisis, says the Alliance
for Arts & Culture. Service Plans for the next
two years show a 40% reduction in funding for
the BC Arts Council. The BC Arts Council is the
largest funding body in the province; last year,
more than 224 communities throughout
British Columbia depended on it for support.

‘The impact to the province will be
devastating,’ said Amir Ali Alibhai, the
executive director of the Alliance for Arts &
Culture. “The BC Arts Council supports a sector
that employs 80,000 people and generates
$5.2-billion annually. It is bigger than the
forestry and fishing industries combined. At a
time when the government is doing everything
they can to create and retain jobs, why are they
implementing measures that will trigger layoffs
and cause organizations to reduce
programming?’

There are countless studies that show that
arts and culture create healthy communities,
enhances education, and help to shape our

cultural identity, says the Alliance.
The government has defended the cuts as a

necessary and discretionary, but artists and
their communities will be unconvinced. ‘No
other government in the country has reduced
funding for arts and culture during the
recession,’ said Minna Schendlinger of the
PuSh Festival. ‘In fact, Ontario, Quebec,
Newfoundland and the Government of Canada
have all increased their investments.’ 

During a recent interview with Scott Walker
of ProArt Alliance in Victoria, Minister for
Tourism, Culture & The Arts, Kevin Krueger,
characterized the arts community as
unconcerned, ‘I am not hearing complaints at
all from the arts and cultural community,’ he
said. ‘I think people are pretty happy with what
we’ve done.’ 

However a Facebook group titled
‘Complaints From the Arts Community to
Kevin Krueger, Minister of Tourism, Culture
and the Arts’ was formed on July 14 to tell him

otherwise. 0

Hot Tubs
Swimming Pools

Sales • Service • Parts
Insured • Licensed

holger@hermann.ca
250-538-8244
Serving Southern &
Northern Gulf Islands
gulfislandspas.com

Energy and Security Act. No possible
commercial interest has been left out.
Significant subsidies are provided for ‘green’
energy at every level. Light fixtures and
appliances are regulated and subsidized.
Energy-efficient building codes are mandated
nationwide. Cars must deliver 39 mpg; trucks
30mpg. There will be rebates for trading in an
old anything for a new more energy efficient
version, whatever it is. There is money to train
workers for ‘green’ jobs, and money to
compensate workers who lose jobs that are not
so green. There is another $25 billion for the
Advanced Technology Vehicle Manufacturers
Loan Program. 

A Clean Energy Deployment Administration
will loan money for projects in energy,
transportation, manufacturing, commodities,
residential and commercial construction or
renovation, and even the financial services
sector. 

The Environmental Protection Agency is to
regulate GHG emissions from cars, trucks,
buses, dirtbikes, snowmobiles, boats, planes,
and trains. There is financial provision for
‘domestic wildlife adaptation’. And this is far
from a complete list of the Act’s provisions.

Interestingly, ethanol production is
exempted from any caps, and in fact left
completely alone. However, ethanol production
has been widely criticized as producing more
GHGs than it saves and causing food shortages. 

The Clean Energy and Security Act requires
US electrical utilities to meet 20% of demand by
2020 through renewable energy and efficiency
measures. However, the use of Canadian hydro
power to meet this requirement is not provided
for. (It is interesting, however, that TransAlta
Corporation, with a large coal-fired generation
plant in Washington State, not to mention large
interests in Alberta coal-fired generation, is
currently offering to purchase Canadian Hydro
Developers Inc, with its interests in run-of-river
power.)

There is no doubt that this Act is intended to
make massive changes in US energy production
and use, and shift the country firmly towards
renewables and away from fossil fuels.
However, the technology required to limit GHG
emissions from coal is not yet commercially
available.

Cost of Waxman-Markey
Nobody knows what all this enormous shift will
cost, either to the government or to the ‘average
US family’. There seems little doubt that
increasing the cost of energy increases the cost
of everything else. The Congressional Budget
Office and the EPA say that the cost to the
family will be between $80 and $175 per year by
2020. The Heritage Foundation says $3,000
per year by 2020. Some expect that the cost
increases will drive US industries overseas, and
that 2.3–3 million net jobs will be lost.

Scope Of Waxman-Markey
The Clean Energy and Security Act supersedes
any cap-&-trade system set up by US state
governments, but provides for grandfathering
emissions allowances and offsets already in
play. 

In view of the provision for countervailing
duties aimed at energy-rich imports from
foreign countries, it would appear difficult for
current cross-border cap-&-trade systems to
survive. Any Canadian system would, one
presumes, have to similarly supersede
provincial measures. Where this would leave
BC’s carbon tax is unclear, since its carbon price
is fixed, and the US carbon price may vary
unpredictably, much as the European carbon
price has. 

Tar Sands Oil
Canada’s most serious GHG sticking point is, of
course, tar sands oil. This dirty energy has
already been attacked by California’s GHG
restrictions, which apply to petroleum fuels
from extraction to consumption. 

Considering that this synthetic crude is not
cheap to produce to begin with, the addition of
GHG emission costs applied at US prices could
make it uneconomic to sell at less than $80 per
barrel. 

Yet Prime Minister Harper, a Calgarian
himself, would have a difficult time justifying
preferential treatment for tar sands extraction.

A Rock & A Hard Place
The potential cross-border barrier authorized
by the Waman-Markey Bill leaves Canada with
the choice of either joining the US effort and
conforming to all its distortions, eccentricities,
and market mechanisms, or designing its own
system and being prepared for protracted
arguments as to its equivalence. 

The latter choice, however uncomfortable, is
more desirable for Canada and Canadians than
adopting a complex web of legislation and
agencies designed to give the advantage to US
regions, US corporations, US industries, and
the US itself. 

Give up Or Get Moving
In any case, Canada’s failure to live up to its
Kyoto commitments, the increasing carbon
footprint of tar sands oil production, and the
upcoming UN Copenhagen conference make it
imperative that Canada formulate its own
policy. It’s a matter of sovereignty. Nobody else
will act in our best interest. 

And, if policy is not created, Canada will
suffer the paradox of both NAFTA and a tariff
system. In which case, it may be a good time to

revisit NAFTA entirely. 0

For more details on the Waxman-Markey Bill

see the ‘Reprint’ for this article at

www.islandtides.com.

US CAP-&-TRADE from page 1

Arts community concerned by BC Arts
Council cuts

The HST will also discourage local
restaurant customers, who can buy the same or
similar food tax-free at grocery stores. Grocery
stores now offer frozen, heat-and-eat versions
of just about every item on a restaurant menu—
from lasagne to samosas—and all tax free.

More than 173,000 people, representing
7.5% of the workforce, are employed in British
Columbia's restaurant industry. ‘As one of the
largest employers in British Columbia, we’re
deeply concerned about the damage the HST
will do to restaurant owners, their customers

and their employees, says Garth Whyte, CRFA
president and CEO. ‘Government should be
creating the conditions for these businesses to
prosper and grow. The significant tax increase
on restaurants caused by harmonizing the PST
and GST in this province will do the opposite.’

According to a CRFA calculation using an
econometric model from the Conference Board
of Canada, the HST will result in a permanent
drop of $750 million a year in restaurant sales
in British Columbia—or nearly $50,000 per

year for the average restaurant. 0

SALES TAX from page 9
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Intertidal exploration, part of summer fun at Degnan Bay, Gabriola island
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Were Here!
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Central Vancouver Island
‘HOLIDAY HOUSE’ 

B&B Motel • Rooms
Vacation Suites

FREE PICK-UP
20 min from Nanaimo Ferries
10 min from Nanaimo Airport

HERITAGE LADYSMITH

1-888-310-2299
250-618-5830

www.ladysmithholidayhouse.com

MAUI 
Vacation Condos

1 & 2 bedroom units

Ocean & Garden Views

Reasonable Rates

Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

3350 Coast Rd, Gabriola  250.247.8931 www.PAGESRESORT.com

              
 

Fully equipped 1&2 Bedroom COTTAGES  
CAMPGROUND with showers & laundry 

BOOK & MARINE CHART STORE 
 MARINA, transient moorage & fuel dock VHF66A 

 

5 minute walk from the
Ferry parking lot at Swartz
Bay.

2215 Canoe Cove Rd
778-426-1200

Stonehouse 
Pub

Great Food!

Great Service!

wwwwww..aarrttssddeennmmaann..ccoomm 
@ 

11--888888--333355--11222211 
TToollll FFrreeee::  

SSuummmmeerr && FFaallll WWeeeekkeenndd WWoorrkksshhooppss 
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FFeelltt •• BBaauubblleess && BBeeaaddss//OOuutt ooff CCoonntteexxtt -- AAuugg..1155//1166 wwiitthh DDeebb DDuummkkaa 

Habitat Acquisition Trust (HAT) is working with local residents
to protect and restore the salmon-bearing Millstream
Watershed. From June to November, HAT is promoting
salmon-friendly land-care techniques to local businesses and
landowners living near Millstream waterways through its
award-winning Good Neighbours Project .

Millstream Creek drains a rainwater catchment area from
the Gowland Highlands to Esquimalt Harbour. The drainage
protects some of this region’s most endangered species and
habitats, including Garry oak meadows, old growth Douglas fir
forest, wetlands, creeks, and lakes. HAT has partnered with the
Capital Regional District, the Howard English (Goldstream)
Hatchery, and other community volunteers to focus on long
term salmon habitat protection.

‘Millstream is one of the few salmon streams in Greater
Victoria, and the salmon are facing increasing threats from
urban water runoff,’ says Peter McCully, lead biotechnologist
for the volunteer-run Howard English (Goldstream) Hatchery.
‘Residents can help protect Millstream’s water quality by
keeping oils, chemicals, fertilizers and sediments out of storm

drains and ditches.’

HAT will contact about 600 residents and businesses in

Millstream neighbourhoods including: Highlands,

Goldstream, Florence Lake, Thetis Heights, Mill Hill, and

Langford. HAT will invite contacts to become part of the

Millstream Team through commitments to simple measures

that support Millstream salmon.

Most of Millstream Creek is bordered by private property;

the land care practices of those landowners will largely

determine the health of the Creek’s salmon. HAT's experienced

outreach staff will deliver free information packages and

provide confidential property consultations to interested

landowners, including naturescaping prescriptions, composter

trouble-shooting, and advice on soil improvement, pests,

invasive species control, drainage, and erosion. Qualified

residents will receive free native shrubs to improve aquatic

buffer zones.  

This fall, HAT will provide opportunities for residents and

volunteers to participate in a stream restoration project,

streamside plantings, and creek clean-ups. Cub Scouts will

paint a yellow fish on storm drains for every coho salmon

returning to Millstream this fall.

HAT’s Speaker Series features local authorities on salmon,

drinking water protection, Millstream history, pond and

stream bank maintenance, birding, and naturescape

gardening. These family events include kids’ games, fish

painting, an interactive watershed model, nature walks, and

free snacks. For parents there are experts on controlling weeds,

composting, pesticide alternatives, protecting streams, organic

gardening for birds and butterflies, and more. 0
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Help for Millstream Creek


