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In 1965, a small group of analysts at a
multinational oil company were puzzled when
they learned of a new enterprise, Great
Canadian Oil Sands Limited (now Suncor),
which appeared to be mining a small area of
Alberta’s tar sands. At the time, there was
plenty of conventional oil being produced, new
wells were being drilled, and exploration
companies were discovering new oilfields
weekly.

The analysts were even more puzzled when,
a few days later, they flew over the fledgling
GCOS plant, and photographed a conical pile of
sand and a couple of small tanks, along with a
small processing plant. Some weeks later,
another overflight yielded photos of a
somewhat larger conical pile of sand, but the
same number of tanks. From the photographs,
the analysts recalculated the amount of sand
that had accumulated, and concluded that

whatever quantity of oil had been separated
from the tar sands, it was entirely used up in
fuelling the extraction process, and there had
been no net gain. That was then.

Fast Forward…
Now, forty years later, that same multinational
has spent billions, as have many others, in the
development of tar sands in order to continue
to supply crude oil to the US market. Today, a
rapidly increasing share of Canada’s total oil
production is drawn from the tar sands, a
source which used to be known as
‘unconventional’ but is now regarded as merely
complicated to extract and ship.

But this breakneck development has left the
land a moonscape with scattered toxic tailings
ponds, is using unsustainable quantities of
water and natural gas, pollutes the air, produces

Islands Trust plans
special meeting about
Galiano bylaws 
The Islands Trust Council has scheduled a special
meeting for August in Sidney to consider whether to
approve, return, or reject an Official Community Plan
amendment bylaw and the associated Land Use
amendment bylaw referred to it by the Galiano Island
Local Trust Committee. 

The move comes after a decision by the Islands
Trust Executive Committee to refuse approval of the
Galiano bylaws, which would amend the island’s
Official Community Plan and permit one dwelling
accessory to forestry per lot zoned for Forestry use. 

Under the Islands Trust Act, all local trust
committee bylaws must be approved by either the
Executive Committee or the Islands Trust Council. If
a local trust committee’s bylaw is not approved by the
Executive Committee it has the option of referring it
to the entire Trust Council for consideration. 

The Islands Trust Council’s four-person Executive
Committee is elected by Trust Council from amongst
it members to carry out duties specified in the Islands
Trust Act, including bylaw approval. ‘We have no
record of the Executive Committee ever refusing a
bylaw,’ said Kim Benson, who chairs both the Islands
Trust Council and the Executive Committee. ‘The
Executive Committee considered the Galiano bylaws
very carefully as they pertain to Galiano Island within
the context of Islands Trust Area as a whole. The
Executive Committee’s unanimous reason for refusal
was based upon a comparison of the existing Galiano
Island Official Community Plan and Land Use Bylaw
and the proposed bylaws in relation to the Islands
Trust Policy Statement. 

‘In our opinion, the proposed Galiano bylaws do
not comply with the Policy Statement and we cannot
approve bylaws that we believe are contrary to it. We
were particularly concerned that the proposed bylaws
would result in fragmentation of forests and sensitive
ecosystems and could affect groundwater supplies on
Galiano Island. We also identified concerns related to
the location and status of future roads, utility and

500 MPs join
call for
international
parliament
Little more than a year after its launch,
an international campaign to bring
democracy to the United Nations has
reached a landmark.

‘Over 500 members of parliament
from over 80 countries have now joined
the international Campaign for the
Establishment of a United Nations
Parliamentary Assembly (UNPA),’ said
Andreas Bummel, head of the UNPA
Campaign Secretariat, headquartered in
Berlin. ‘The enthusiastic response of
these politicians demonstrates that
lawmakers elected at the national level
readily appreciate the logic of having
elected representatives at the global level
and now want to take action,’ he added.

The UNPA’s parliamentary
endorsers (including Canada’s Roméo
Dallaire) have all signed the campaign’s
appeal which asserts that solutions to
the world’s major economic,
environmental, humanitarian and other
problems require that ‘all human beings
engage in collaborative efforts,’
including ‘a gradual implementation of
democratic participation and
representation on the global level.’

‘The means to achieve this,’ says
Fernando Iglesias, a member of the
Argentine Chamber of Deputies and  the
Latin American regional parliament ‘is
an elected body at the UN.’

In addition to the support of 519
current parliamentarians, the UNPA
campaign has been endorsed by the
European Parliament, the Committee on
Foreign Affairs and International
Development of the Canadian House of
Commons, the Parliamentary Assembly
of the Council of Europe, the Pan-
African Parliament and (most recently)
the Latin American Parliament's
Commission on Political Affairs.

Structure and
Comments

The UN Parliamentary Assembly could
be established as a consultative body,
without requiring United Nations

On Saturday evening, July 5, between 30 and
50 travellers were left behind at Sturdies Bay,
Galiano Island, as the Queen of Nanaimo
departed for Tsawwassen. They blocked the
ramp and asked the ship’s Captain to speak to
them. He came down to the car deck and did so;
and then he called Galiano’s RCMP officer to
disperse them. They were angry, they were not
taking no for an answer—they had good reason
to be angry.

Overloads are not unusual in the BC Ferries
system, but this was different. Many of the
crowd had reservations. The car deck of the
Queen of Nanaimo could be seen to have room
for the reserved vehicles. And there would be no
more ferries to the mainland that night; it
would be possible to take a later ferry to Swartz
Bay, but that was clearly not where anyone

wanted to go; they would be marooned on
Vancouver Island till morning, with
accommodation unlikely and expensive. One
BC Ferries employee from Galiano volunteered
to join the ship, but two personnel would have
been needed to bump the license-level up to
permit another 166 passengers.

Why?
How could this have happened? How can it be
prevented in the future?

To minimize costs, BC Ferries dispatches
each vessel with the minimum allowable
number of crew. This number, generally more
than would actually be necessary to sail, dock,
and staff the ship, is set by Transport Canada
depending on the number of passengers which
would have to be evacuated from the ship in

Unprecedented ‘leave-behinds’ on
Galiano–Tsawwassen ferry
Patrick Brown

Special Report by Patrick Brown

Stuck in the tar sands
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case of a collision, fire, or similar disaster.
Ferry riders are all familiar with the announcement that says,

‘our crew are Transport Canada certified. In the event … they will
tell you exactly what to do’ (with lots of emphasis on ‘exactly’).

There have to be enough of them to show you exactly how
those evacuation chutes work. This is the same approach that
Transport Canada takes with aircraft; the number of
stewardesses depends on the number of passengers aboard if it
crashes, not on how many it takes to fly the plane.

How Many Seamen Does It Take To…
Each ship can be operated under one of several Transport
Canada licenses, and the license used for each shift is chosen
depending on the maximum number of passengers expected on
board at any point during the shift. The licenses for the Queen of
Nanaimo are, currently:

A License, Maximum 977 passengers, 27 crew
B License, Maximum 750 passengers, 22 crew
C License, Maximum 584 passengers, 20 crew
D License, Maximum 450 passengers, 19 crew
E License, Ship movement only, 0 passengers, 11 crew

Estimating How Many Passengers
For the main route ferries travelling between, say, Swartz Bay
and Tsawwassen, estimating the number of passengers expected
is relatively simple: BC Ferries has comprehensive passenger
statistics, going back years, on how many passengers travelled on
each trip on any given day. To check on their estimate, all they
have to do is look out the window to ascertain how many cars are
in the terminal, and how many walk-ons are in the waiting room.

The same approach to the calculation can be used for Route
Nº9 as the Queen of Nanaimo prepares to leave Tsawwassen for
the Gulf Islands. But coming the other way Route Nº9 is more
complicated; harder to estimate than any other route that BC
Ferries operates. 

The Queen of Nanaimo leaves from Long Harbour on Salt
Spring Island and at about forty minute intervals calls at Otter
Bay on Pender Island, Village Bay on Mayne Island (where she
also picking up Saturna transfers), and finally Sturdies Bay on
Galiano Island, before setting out across the Strait of Georgia to
Tsawwassen. The Queen of Nanaimo is home-ported on Salt
Spring Island and all the crew come from there. They must be
notified at least a couple of hours before the new shift starts,
either in the morning or in the middle of the afternoon.

So the Long Harbour Marine Superintendent must estimate,
by early in the afternoon, the maximum number of passengers
that may be on the boat on that evening’s trip. He has his
historical records, of course, but the only information he has on
that particular afternoon’s traffic is the number of car-and-driver

reservations to Tsawwassen that have been made up to that
point in the afternoon from Long Harbour, Otter Bay, Village
Bay, Lyall Harbour and Sturdies Bay. 

In some cases this is several hours before the ferry calls at
these terminals. He does not know how many unreserved
vehicles there might be, or, how many passengers there might be
in each the vehicles, or how many walk-on passengers (footsies)
there will be. He will estimate all these figures, add whatever
fudge factor he is comfortable with, and use the total to decide
what license the Queen of Nanaimo will sail under and how
many crew to call in for that shift.

People Capacity Takes Precedence
Over Cars Space

Most of the time, he will be right. On the evening of July 5, he
wasn’t. As a result, when the Queen of Nanaimo reached
Sturdies Bay, she already had on board the maximum number of
passengers (584 for a C-license), even though she had room on
the car deck for the vehicles that had reservations from Galiano
to Tsawwassen (she has a vehicle capacity of 192).

Why did this happen? Foot passenger or extra car passengers
are exempted from reservations and terminals may sell them
tickets as they arrive at the tickets booth. With three ports before
Galiano this may result in the passenger quota (in cars or on
foot) being almost filled before arriving on Galiano. It appeared
that a large number of extra passengers had boarded the ship at
the previous three terminals, and by the time they were aboard,
it was too late to call out extra crew, particularly since the
numbers would have gone over the top after the vessel left Salt
Spring where the crew live.

Weddings, and Higher Fares
The company’s records showed that the Saturday evening boat
from the Islands to Tsawwassen in the summertime does not
usually carry a large number of passengers. In retrospect, BC
Ferries noted that three weddings had been held on the Islands
that Saturday afternoon, and cars crammed with wedding-goers
may have accounted for many of the extra passengers. Since
there is no reservation system for passengers, the company could
not have known that there were more than usual on July 5. 

BC Ferries says that it tries to stay aware of any Island event
that may lead to a passenger overload, it has even put on special
ferries for the Saturna Lamb BBQ. BC Ferries ask that that
organizers of events (including weddings) that could result in an
extra crowd should advise the Long Harbour Marine
Superintendent ahead of time, at 250-537-1478.

Interestingly, another factor in the passenger overload may
be the steep rise in ferry fares; it is possible that more people are
deciding to come on foot instead of bringing their cars. A factor
not present in BC Ferries historical calculations.

Islands’ ground crew have made the suggestion that Route
Nº9 must become a reservation route only, including all
passengers. Until that happens, those on the ground think that it
is a false economy, and very bad publicity for Islands’ businesses,
to risk the lowest license possible on summer weekends. 0 
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AT FULFORD HARBOUR
JULY/AUGUST

Day       Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m. Day       Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m.

22
TU

0157
0609
1256
2025

7.2
8.5
3.3
10.8

2.2
2.6
1.0
3.3

23
WE

0243
0727
1330
2044

6.2
7.9
4.3
10.8

1.9
2.4
1.3
3.3

24
TH

0331
0907
1405
2103

5.2
7.5
5.6
10.8

1.6
2.3
1.7
3.3

25
FR

0419
1108
1445
2124

4.3
7.9
7.2
10.8

1.3
2.4
2.2
3.3

26
SA

0509
1332
1535
2149

3.0
8.5
8.2
10.8

0.9
2.6
2.5
3.3

27
SU

0602
1514
1658
2222

2.0
9.5
9.5
10.8

0.6
2.9
2.9
3.3

28
MO

0656
1607
1844
2310

1.3
10.2
9.8
10.8

0.4
3.1
3.0
3.3

29
TU

0751
1648
2021

0.7
10.8
10.2

0.2
3.3
3.1

30
WE

0014
0844
1725
2132

10.8
0.3
10.8
9.8

3.3
0.1
3.3
3.0

31
TH

0124
0934
1757
2227

10.8
0.3
10.8
9.2

3.3
0.1
3.3
2.8

1
FR

0232
1021
1826
2319

10.5
0.7
10.8
8.5

3.2
0.2
3.3
2.6

2
SA

0338
1104
1853

10.2
1.3
10.8

3.4
0.4
3.3

3
SU

0011
0445
1144
1917

7.9
9.5
2.0
10.8

2.4
2.9
0.6
3.3

4
MO

0104
0555
1222
1940

6.9
8.9
3.3
10.8

2.1
2.7
1.0
3.3

5
TU

0156
0710
1258
2001

5.9
8.2
4.6
10.8

1.8
2.5
1.4
3.3

6
WE

0244
0836
1335
2021

4.9
7.9
5.9
10.5

1.5
2.4
1.8
3.2

JAKOBSEN
A S S O C I A T E S

Custom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,

and Vacation Homes

www.jakobsenassociates.comK eit h Ja ko b se n
6 0 4 . 2 6 1 . 5 6 1 9 jakobsenk@netrover.com

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

WE MAKE BASEMENTS AND CRAWLSPACES 
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autoplan

W
e participate in an ecology of some 50,000 species that
inhabit the air, land and sea in the region we call
Georgia Basin. We share this space with most of the

non-human species of the province upon whom we depend for
our quality of life. But times are changing, for better and for
worse, and if we are to look our grandchildren and great-
grandchildren in the eyes, we need to act now to change and
adapt the profligate attributes of our lifestyles.

The term terroir in agriculture, most notably in cheese and
wine-making, includes all the physical, chemical and biological
attributes of soil, geography, climate, and native resident species
that create the environment and characterize all crops. This term
may also be applied to how environmental forces and cultural
practices combine to generate the flavour of a region—a sense of
place. Local awareness does not imply borders and barriers to
other regions and lifestyles. Rather, I think of it as a naturalist
might approach a glen of aspen—having its own characteristics
but able to be entered and experienced for itself.

I remember my great disappointment as a 20-year-old
driving from Ontario to Florida on finding such homogeneity in
culture—dress, music, commerce, language, food and housing.
We only have to travel to Europe to appreciate variations in the
cultures as we pass through each region of that rich and ancient
continent. Such diversities will be increasingly important in
choosing and inventing our way forward in the now uncertain
future—climate change, political change, soaring energy costs
and turbulent cultural adjustments. We will need to examine our
practices in detail and make new and enduring changes. 

Naming Our Terroir
The aboriginal peoples, who have lived on these islands long
before European contact, some 250 years ago, did not have a
single name for the area in their languages; researchers have

categorized their cultures under the name ‘Salish’. It now seems
fitting to adopt that name to characterize the unique and diverse
region we call home. 

Native and immigrant cultures have developed different
concepts of Spirit and Creation and it is in this diversity that we
may seek to find the keys to a satisfying future. Do any of these
fundamental myth systems have the richness to guide us now
that our population is so much larger? Perhaps some of our
grandparent’s methods will shine as well. We will find out as we
seek to discover better ways of living in harmony with the earth
and its non-human populations.

What ‘The Good Life’ series of very diverse articles proposes
over the next months is to invite and inspire readers to join us in
envisioning our local future. If I may paraphrase: ‘Think locally,
think globally, then begin what you can.’ Forget waiting for
perfection, everything can be adjusted along the way. And then,
using this venue, share whatever you do. Exchange of ideas—
great, small, practical, poetic—is vital to encourage and inspire
each other.

A great place to begin thinking about the Islands is the
astonishing ‘map’ book: Islands in the Salish Sea, A Community
Atlas, edited by Judi Stevenson and Sheila Harrington,
Touchwood Editions, 2005, $44.95 (or try your local library).
This portrait of seventeen islands in the Salish Sea in all their
beauty, diversity and fragility is the work of over 3,000 Islanders,
from Saturna to Cortes. It will open your eyes in a new way.

Individually and as communities we can choose to move ahead
in step with the changes that will come to our region. We can
choose to be that change; perhaps by planting new species of trees,
shrubs, and crops that suit the coming climate; monitoring our
wells and cisterns for annual level fluctuations; or choosing food

IInnttrroodduucciinngg TThhee GGoooodd LLiiffee ~~ PPeetteerr JJuudddd
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A
music festival is a community within a community. We
come together, a collective of young and old, from
different regions on the coast and beyond, with nothing in

common but the desire to enjoy music. For three days, we sit
together as close as a movie theatre audience but in bright
sunshine.  

We dance together, hot and sweaty strangers enjoying the
same groove. We clap
and sing under the
spellbinding leadership
of the performers. A
powerful, charming,
talented musician
could tell an audience
to stand up and hop on
one foot and we would
happily comply. 

Workshop over,
smiles on our faces, we
head back to the
blanket with a story to
tell. The blanket or tarp
is home for a music
festival weekend. We
claim our real estate
quickly in this hot
market. (The
Vancouver Folk Music
Festival calls it the ‘Birkenstock 500,’ the race to stake-out the
best tarp-spot in front of the main stage).  

The blue tarp is where we return for the cooler full of food and
drink.  We return to the tarp to check in with friends and find out
what they’ve heard so that we can make our next choices for the
day. We nap at the tarp when the pressure of finding the next
musical highlight is just too much. At night, the blue tarp is
where we gather for the main event as day turns into night.

Be prepared. It’s like camping but we get to go home at night
or in some cases, there’s even camping on the festival grounds.
We pack for the day—water bottle, coffee cup, food, sunscreen,
hat, a crossword puzzle or book for quiet moments, more clothes
for cooler times and especially at night. 

Line-ups are a basic of festival life: the coffee cart, the food
booths, the beer garden and the port-a-potties. They are also
great places to meet people and exchange experiences.

The pressures of the day are few and we wander around looking
for indulgences. Imagine getting up in the morning to sit in the
grass and listen to a concert at 10am and revel in the fact that this
is what you are here for, all day and long into the evening.

The most important decisions of the day are where to head to
next to hear the best music. The sound of music coming from
another stage can make you leap up and wander that way, not

knowing what you’ll see or who you’ve heard, the rhythm draws
you over.

Music festivals make our overwhelming world seem small,
warm and full of possibilities. It’s a microcosm—a small
community existing for a short period of time in which the realities
of our lives are put on hold.  We all get along (usually) and we truly
hope that the peace and joy that we experience that weekend will

extend to our daily lives.
We revel in shared
experiences and in the
joy of music.

As audience
members, we hope for
‘the moment’—the
wonderful bliss when
performers who have
never collaborated play
as one and the audience
is captivated. 

My moment was
Sunday morning at
Vancouver Island
Musicfest’s ‘One World,
One Tribe’ performance.
It featured Baka Beyond,
a UK-based group
inspired by the Baka
Forest people of

Cameroon, Eneida Marta from Guinea-Bissau, Africa, Pato
Banton, a rap artist from the UK and Pacific Curls, a trio from
New Zealand with Maori and Celtic influences.  

This diverse mix of musicians brought together the collective
power, talent and energy from their different cultures and the
universal themes and desire for peace, love and appreciation of
the world around us. 

The ethnic diversity is in the performers and not in the
audience. Music festival attendance, at least on this coast, is
predominately white and middle class.

Like most summer treats, the festival season is short.  On the
drive home, we make plans deciding which one to go to next—
Island Folk Festival, Filberg Festival, The Big Time Out. 

Speaking of which, Island
Tides has two weekend passes
to give away for Cumberland’s
‘Big Time Out’ festival. The first
email for tickets to
news@islandtides.com on
Thursday, July 24 will receive
the passes. 0
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VANCOUVER  
INT’L AIRPORT

NANAIMO
(Departure Bay)

We’re all about the Islands

Our Islands. Our World.
S E A P L A N E SS E A P L A N E S

For scheduled flight info call 

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at 
seairseaplanes.com

• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at 

Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

AT POINT ATKINSON
JULY/AUGUST

Day       Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m. Day       Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m.

22
TU

0220
0713
1344
2040

9.2
12.1
4.6
14.8

2.8
3.7
1.4
4.5

23
WE

0306
0816
1420
2106

7.9
11.5
5.9
14.8

2.4
3.5
1.8
4.5

24
TH

0355
0933
1501
2134

6.9
11.2
7.5
14.8

2.1
3.4
2.3
4.5

25
FR

0445
1109
1550
2206

5.6
11.5
9.2
14.8

1.7
3.5
2.8
4.5 

26
SA

0539
1259
1655
2242

4.6
11.8
10.8
14.4

1.4
3.6
3.3
4.4

27
SU

0636
1438
1823
2327

3.6
12.8
11.8
14.1

1.1
3.9
3.6
4.3

28
MO

0735
1548
1958

2.6
13.8
12.5

0.8
4.2
3.8

29
TU

0025
0835
1641
2115

14.1
2.0
14.4
12.5

4.3
0.6
4.4
3.8

30
WE

0133
0932
1724
2215

14.1
1.3
14.8
11.8

4.3
0.4
4.5
3.6

31
TH

0244
1023
1800
2307

14.1
1.0
15.1
11.2

4.3
0.3
4.6
3.4

1
FR

0350
1110
1833
2357

14.1
1.3
15.1
10.5

4.3
0.4
4.6
3.2

2
SA

0451
1153
1902

13.8
2.0
15.4

4.2
0.6
4.7

3
SU

0046
0548
1232
1930

9.5
13.5
3.0
15.4

2.9
4.1
0.9
4.7

4
MO

0136
0647
1310
1958

8.2
12.8
4.3
15.4

2.5
3.9
1.3
4.7

5
TU

0224
0749
1348
2025

7.2
12.1
5.9
15.1

2.2
3.7
1.8
4.6

6
WE

0311
0859
1426
2051

6.6
11.8
7.5
14.4

2.0
3.6
2.3
4.4

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

Discover
Nature...

it’s your
new

home

www.calicologhomes.com
Maple Ridge, BC Canada
Toll free: 1-866-462-9608

Discover a new way of living. Surround yourself 
with nature’s purest building material, nature itself.

Pure natural log homes by Calico have been shipped around the world for 35 years. From 
recreational cottages to executive homes... What nature grows, we profile into perfect log 
retreats. Isn't it time you started living more naturally? Make the call today, or check us out 
on the web.You'll be glad you discovered nature's purest way of living.

Calico, where nature becomes your home.

Hot Sum
m

er Sale

up to 15%
 OFF

Hurry offer ends this Septem
ber 21 sharp!

YOUR BUSINESS
HERE!

DANCERS AT VANCOUVER’S FOLK MUSIC FESTIVAL

FFeessttiivvaall FFeevveerr ~~ JJiillll MMoorraann

T
he serious gardener is always optimistic
and always busy, and summer is surely
that quintessential time when everything

demands attention at once. Not only are we
enjoying the summer season for itself, July and
August are the months to sow and prepare for
fall, winter and next spring. This is also the time
to assess your endeavours and take notes to
avoid the same mistakes next spring. Easy to
say; living in the banana belt, every year on the
first sunny days I’m out there planting too early
and too close together.

If you are not familiar with winter gardening
in the northwest, a good guide is to consider
cultivars developed from indigenous species or
from those grown in similar climes. Thus, most
of the brassicas, endives, and alliums will be in
this list. In pots, boxes or out of the way beds,
basic winter vegetables must be sown now if
you have not already done so. These can
include, endive, celery, leeks, broccoli, cabbage,
kale, Florence fennel, beets, chard, and later in
the month, onions. Late sowings of snow peas,
pod peas, and bush beans can also be done for
fall harvesting until frost. A good place would be
on ground recently cleared of early potatoes.

Besides berries, the strawberry patch is also
producing runners (stolons) with small plants
attached. If you peg these down with a small
rock over a 4-inch pot of high quality potting
soil they will make strong plants for next year
(the best ones are closest to the parent plant) or,
later in the fall, they can be brought into the
greenhouse or window sill to fruit around
Christmas time. Speaking of which, winter-

flowering house-plants such as primulas and
cinerarias may be sown now along with a few
cuttings of last year’s straggly poinsettias and
begonias for a touch of mid-winter colour. 

Fully loaded fruit trees may need assistance
at this time to optimise the crop. Heavy
branches might require propping up to avoid
breaking and to keep them out of reach of deer.
Last year a few roving families of deer pulled
some branches down from my trees until I tied
little bags of moth balls on all the lower
branches; it worked. If quality fruit is desired,
many traditional growers will remove the
smallest fruits now to allow the larger ones to
more fully develop. This is especially important
for grapes for which you can invest in a specially
designed pair of scissors. 

A good mulch of grass clippings or hay
around the trees will also reduce water loss and
fruit drop if it gets too dry. Young trees must be
assisted during hot dry spells by thorough
watering once a week to encourage the
development of a deep root system, which will
be less vulnerable to summer drying.

Soil Tips
As well as lack of summer rains, many Islands
gardens have shallow topsoil; this is why it is so
important to build up a rich layer of colloidal
humus, created by adding compost and
manure, which will retain water instead of
allowing it to evaporate or trickle through.
Indistinguishable to the eye, colloids occupy a
transition zone between microscopic and

LLiivviinngg tthhee GGoooodd LLiiffee ~~ BBrriiaann CCrruummbblleehhuullmmee

GGoooodd LLiiffee iinn tthhee GGaarrddeenn

GOOD LIFE GARDEN, please turn to page 13



Extraordinary Trust Council
Dear Editor:
Thank you for your complete and informative article about the
Islands Trust Executive meeting on June 24. I applaud the
unanimous decision of the Executive to refuse the two Galiano
bylaws Nº199 & Nº200, which violated various Island Trust
mandated policies and our own local Official Community Plan.
This judgement was their legislative, mandated responsibility,
and for the first time in the history of the Trust they refused to
accept bylaws from a local trust committee.

They are simply very bad bylaws and our community has
strongly addressed this with hundreds of personal letters stating
their opposition. The so-called ‘public input’ and facilitated
community process ended in complete shambles.             

The four members of the Executive, elected by both their
constituents and their fellow trustees, gave an honest and
detailed summary of their reasons in rejecting these bylaws. The
response should be to produce bylaws that have the full approval
of both the community and the Islands Trust and will actually
work!  

Unfortunately our local trust committee, on July 7, decided to
appeal the Trust Executive’s decision to the General Trust
Council, in an attempt to over-ride the Executive’s long and
thoughtful deliberation. This is occurring at huge public expense,
with 24 other trustees having to attend a special meeting in
August. Why, with a scheduled Council meeting only a few weeks
away in September? They will be using scarce resources of travel,
operational, and staffing funds to attempt to overturn a wise
decision. (Surely Islands Trust legislation needs to be amended
to prevent such wasteful and expensive procedures.)

Considering there is a general trustee election coming in
November, and the impact (to both Galiano and the Trust Area
in general) of the PMFL tied into these bylaws, this last minute
attempt to push ill-conceived bylaws through the system should
be soundly rejected. 

As a Galiano resident, businessman and property owner for
over 33 years, I believe we all have to get involved and guide the
future of the Islands Trust Area with strong and protective
bylaws—bylaws 199  and 200 totally fail in this! 

This is a pivotal point in the credibility and integrity of the
Islands Trust and we all could lose something precious and
irretrievable—our lifestyle and that of generations to come.

Thankfully our present Trust Executive took a strong and
united stand in rejecting these bylaws and I expect the Islands
Trust Council to follow in their footsteps.

Geoff Gaylor, Galiano Island

An Opportunity for Trust Council
Dear Editor:
Although one would think the unanimous refusal of the bylaws
199 and 200 by the Island Trust Executive Committee would
have put to rest the Galiano controversy, the Galiano trustees—
wonder of wonders—have chosen to proceed, full steam ahead,
and are appealing the Executive’s decision to the full Trust
Council.

This is new ground. No one has been here before. Whatever
they do on August 13, Trust Council members will be setting
precedent. I hope they use the opportunity to set a positive one
that will empower the Trust.

For example there is no need for the Trust Council to restate
the decision of the Trust Executive. Executive unanimity was
already an eloquent declaration of the deficiency of the bylaws.
Instead members could establish the precedent that this kind of
council review will also consider due process as important and
relevant in the formulation of bylaws.

As trustees and public servants in their own constituencies,
Council members are guided by Trust mandate and directives,
and would be acutely sensitive to the inordinate haste, the abuse
of process, the failure to heed articulate concerns from islanders
or advice of their Chair that characterized the passage of these
bylaws to Third Reading. They would know from their own
experience, the need to plan with the well-being of a whole
community in mind, and not for just 3% of a resident island
population lobbying in their own interest. 

In taking this broader approach to their review, Council
would not only convey an unequivocal message to two Galiano
Trustees who have pursued their outrageous obsession for two-
and-a-half years—at great cost to their Island and the Trust—to
the exclusion of virtually all other Island concerns. They would
also be establishing a precedent that would guide future trustees,
empower island communities and strengthen the Islands Trust
itself.

The vote to terminate this aberrant process once and for all
deserves to be unanimous. Chidakash, Galiano Island

Welcoming the World
The following letter was sent to BC Ferries President David
Hahn and copied to Island Tides for publication. 
Dear Mr Hahn:
We are sure by now you will have heard and read the unfortunate
details of the incident with the Queen of Nanaimo on Saturday
evening on Galiano Island? We trust you have thoroughly
investigated and taken appropriate measures to ensure actions
that caused this incident do not happen again?

BC Ferries and its employees clearly should not have to deal
with this type of incident. More importantly your customers and
residents of the Gulf Islands should not be subjected to the
deplorable service brought about by the poor judgment and lack
of crewing.

My wife and I were some of those customers standing without
a ticket on the ramp hoping there might be some last minute
decision to allow us to board the ship. Instead the RCMP was
called and we were threatened by the Captain with being banned
from sailing on any BC Ferry. We were told our only option was
to sail on a later ferry to Swartz Bay and stay the night. We were
incensed by his threat and lack of empathy. 

There of course are many more details we could cover but too
lengthy to put forward at the moment. 

We would however like to praise the actions of your Galiano
and ship-loading staff that made the best of a very stressful and
awkward situation. We hope they and other staff are not put in
the position to have to deal with similar circumstances.

In 2010 we are inviting the world to attend the Winter
Olympics.  Many of our visitors will be using BC Ferries to visit
our beautiful province. Hopefully their experience on BC Ferries
is more welcoming than what we had to deal with last Saturday
night! Ross & Hilliary Simpson, North Vancouver  

A Pesticide-Free BC
The following letter was sent to BC Premier Gordon Campbell
and copied to Island Tides for publication. 
Dear Premier Campbell: 
Recently my sisters and I lost our brother Roderick Fornataro to
multiple myeloma, a preventable cancer linked to man-made
contaminants including ‘solvents, ionizing radiation, pesticides,
occupational exposure to hair dyes’ (quote from Dr Richard
Clapp et al., Environmental and Occupational Causes of
Cancer). My brother was certainly exposed significantly to at
least a couple of those causes—namely solvents and pesticides—
during his work, which included landscaping. He also could not
afford organic food so was exposed to that much more pesticides.
There is a blurb inside the book Cancer: 101 Solutions to a
Preventable Epidemic (by Liz Armstrong, Guy Dauncey and
Anne Wordsworth) that reads in part ‘One of the most
overlooked reasons for high cancer rates in North America is the
continued toleration of toxic substances in so many workplaces.
Blue-collar workers, especially, have been virtually expendable
in numerous occupations and—if we want to end the cancer

epidemic—we must take action to stop this travesty.’
I believe we must stop all this needless suffering from

preventable forms of cancer and strongly urge your government
to adopt legislation at least as strong as that passed by the
provinces of Ontario (this year) and Quebec (in 2003) that bans
pesticides used for cosmetic purposes, (but hopefully, in time, all
pesticides). The Quebec legislation states that synthetic
pesticides are prohibited in all daycare facilities and schools and
cosmetic pesticides are banned from all public land. As of 2005,
the ban extended to all private green spaces. Fines range from
CAN$500-$30,000. The ban covers 23 pesticide active
ingredients that, according to the US Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and/or World Health Organization (WHO), are
known or possible carcinogens or endocrine disruptors,
including lindane, malathion, MCPA, permethrin, benomyl,
captan and 2,4-D. Apart from the ban, Quebec’s pest
management code also increases spray application buffer zones,
while outlawing application of mixtures of fertilizers and
pesticides. It also requires golf courses to present plans for
pesticide use reduction, and to provide a list of less-toxic and
organic pest control products. The Quebec government also
supports alternative pest management education. As for
Ontario, their ban which takes effect next spring also applies to
so-called cosmetic use of pesticides including herbicides,
fungicides and insecticides used on private lawns, gardens and
fruit trees.                                              

Guy Dauncey and Carolyn Herriot  have a wonderful organic
farm not far from your Victoria offices; it thrives without any
pesticides. I hope you take a look at it if you need any convincing
and have a talk with them. The David Suzuki Foundation is also
calling for a pesticide ban. One hundred years ago all food was
organic and there is no reason it can’t be today. In an article
entitled Agricultural Pesticides and the Environment
(www.ec.gc.ca/science/sandesept01/) Environment Canada
contends ‘Studies carried out by scientists at Environment
Canada (EC) and Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC)
show that some pesticides escape into the atmosphere through a
process known as volatilization. After application, these
chemicals are released as gases or adhere to particles, such as soil
dust. Some of these pesticides can travel long distances in the
atmosphere before they wash back down to earth in rainfall or
settle out through dry deposition. This not only poses a serious
threat to non-target areas, such as wetlands and other sensitive
ecosystems, but also represents a significant economic loss to
farmers.

Pesticides are somewhat unique among industrial chemicals
in that they are designed to be highly toxic, yet are distributed
and applied widely in the environment. In the Canadian prairies,
where agriculture is a primary industry, most cultivated land is
treated with pesticides. Herbicides are the most commonly used,
with more than 20,000 tonnes applied to farms in Manitoba,
Saskatchewan and Alberta every year. Although herbicides are
mainly toxic to plant systems, they can be toxic to mammals as
well, and little is known about the long-term effects of low levels
of such chemicals or their combined effects on other organisms.
The use of insecticides, which are generally more toxic to
mammals, is less common but has increased significantly in
recent years due to a rise in insect-susceptible crops such as
canola and lentils.’

Since Environment Canada says ‘little is known about the
long-term effects’ of pesticides hopefully you will  pressure the
Harper government to adopt the use of the precautionary
principle when it comes to the use of toxins because treating
cancer is a largely thankless task for all involved (except for the
profitable cancer industry).

And since your government has recently ear-marked millions
of dollars toward cancer prevention, it would seem common
sense that you show you are seriously committed to this goal by
adopting our request to ban pesticides. In honour of  the memory
of Roderick and so many like him we ask that you make this a
priority in the near future. Mark Fornataro, Victoria

Looking at Modern Ferry Systems
Dear Editor:
I wish to shed light on the shortcomings of our ferry system since
Fred Vye so enthusiastically supported BC Ferries (Readers’
Letters, May 15–May 28, 2008). Agreed, our system certainly
looks great when compared to those where Third World
conditions prevail. But to be fair we could, instead, look at ferry
systems in, say  Scotland and Norway. 

The Scottish Parliament has made prudent decisions based
on ferry transportation studies available worldwide. Pity that BC
has not done so. Scotland’s keen members are busy dropping
ferry fares or removing them after having deep-sixed the tolls on
all their magnificent bridges. Ach, those canny Scots have done it
again with their thrifty fresh thinking!  

Actually, this is nothing new or radical. The French
stimulated social and commercial interaction by doing  just that
about 225 years ago!  Perhaps BC Government leaders could
take history at summer school. They seem to have missed its
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WWhhaatt iiss aa 
pprrooppeerrttyy wwoorrtthh
wwiitthhoouutt wwaatteerr??SATURDAYS

8:30-11:30: Sturdies Bay, Galiano 
12:30-4pm: Miners Bay, Mayne

SUNDAYS
9am-noon: Hope Bay, Pender 

1-4pm: Montague Marina, GalianoBC’s best wild-only salmon, 
live local crab, fresh halibut
& other seasonal seafood

Live
, fresh & frozen seafood

The Fishery Afloat
aboard the Gulf Is

le I

FOR ADVANCE ORDERS 
250-537-3474  or  fish@saltspring.com
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‘What’s On?’ Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
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Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted

SSaattuurrddaayyss ttiillll SSeepptteemmbbeerr
Galiano Saturday Market—come rain or shine—eat great food,
listen to music and support the local economy; a little bit of
everything: arts and crafts, market gardeners, healing arts and
fleamarket • Lions Park, Burrill Road • 10am–2pm • Info: Andrea,
250-539-3700 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

SSaattss && SSuunn,, JJuullyy 1199,, 2266 && AAuugg 22,, 33
Pender Film Group Screenings—SAT JULY 26: Up the
Yangtze (2007)—contested symbol of the Chinese economic
miracle, the Three Gorges hydro-electric dam, provides the
backdrop for life inside modern China; SAT AUG 2: Shine a Light
(2008)—Martin Scorsese and the Rolling Stones unite over a two-
day period at the intimate Beacon Theater in New York City; SUN

AUG 3: Horton Hears a Who! (2008)—family matinee, Dr Seuss’s
Horton the Elephant struggles to protect a microscopic
community from his neighbours who refuse to believe it exists; •
All shows 7:30pm except matinee, 1pm • Community Hall •
Admission by donation • Info: www.penderislands.org • ON
PENDER ISLAND

SSaatt && SSuunn,, JJuullyy 2266 && 2277
12th Annual Art Off the Fence— informal art show and sale;
eleven artists’ work, paintings, drawings, folk art • Whalepointe
9929 Southlands Drive • 11 am-4 pm • Info: Susan Taylor 250-629-
6661 • ON SOUTH PENDER ISLAND

MMoonnddaayy,, JJuullyy 2288 ttoo FFrriiddaayy,, AAuugg 11
World Cup Soccer Camp—Ages 6-13 years, 3–6pm; ages 4-
5byears, 3-4:30pm, all registrations include T-shirt. Registration
$95 & $50, pick-up and drop-off registration forms at Southridge
• Info and printable registration forms at
www.worldcupsoccercamp.com or call Rod McLean 250-629-6111
• ON PENDER ISLAND

WWeedd ttoo SSaatt,, JJuull 3300 ttoo AAuugg 99
Hornby Festival 2008—Tony Wilson
6tet, Bomba, Celso Machado, Adrian Dolan,
The Breakmen, Robert Silverman,
Snehasish Mozumder, and the Alcan String
Quartet; children’s workshop, author
readings, art show, film, free outdoor performances • Tickets for
Olsens Farm evening performances: Adults $20-$25, Seniors $15-
$20, Children $6-$10 (Under 5 free) • Box Office: 250-335-2715,
credit cards accepted • Info: www.hornbyfestival.bc.ca • ON
HORNBY ISLAND

TThhuurrssddaayy,, JJuullyy 3311
OKA Concert and Dance—Compelling layered rhythms,

incomparable lyrical sounds and huge
presence; with triumphs at Montreal
Jazz Festival and Japan they are back
on Galiano for the fifth year running •
South Hall •  8pm • Tickets:
$12/$8/kids free • Info: 250-539-2655
• GALIANO ISLAND

FFrrii,, AAuugguusstt 11 ttoo WWeedd,, AAuugguusstt 66
‘Coastal Passages’ Art Exhibition—new work by Sandra
Dolph, Lea Mabberley & Annette Shaw, opening celebration Sat.
Aug 2, 5pm-8pm • Cedar Grove Gallery, 9720 Porlier Pass Rd.• 11
am-5 pm daily • Info: 250-539-3050 • ON GALIANO ISLAND.

BBeettwweeeenn FFrrii,, AAuugg,, 11 && SSaatt,, AAuugg,, 1166
‘Shirley Valentine’—This solo performance is your chance to fall

in love, with England, with Greece and, without a
doubt, with the unstoppable Shirley Valentine;
starring Sheila (Grace) Jordan; featuring wine
from Morning Bay Vineyard on Aug 6 and 7 and
from Salt Spring Vineyards on Aug 15 and 16 •
PENDER: Aug 1, 2 & 3, on (Saturday 2nd
Mediterranean Supper with play, $75pp
inclusive), Morning Bay Vineyard, tickets
Morning Bay Vineyard or Talisman Books SALT

SPRING: Aug 6 & 7, 15 & 16, Artspring, Tickets 250-537-2102 • ON
PENDER & SALT SPRING ISLANDS

SSaattuurrddaayy,, SSuunnddaayy,, AAuugguusstt 22 && 33
‘Clay in the Woods’ Art Show and Sale—
Wendy Dunnett’s unique collection of 3
dimensional clay sculpture spirited from
Mother nature’s playgrounds - the woods and
the ocean • Buttonlady's Gallery, 3733 Frigate
Road • Saturday, 10-5 pm Sunday, 11-4pm • Info:

250-629-6205 • ON PENDER ISLAND

SSaattuurrddaayy && SSuunnddaayy,, AAuugguusstt 22 && 33
Saturna Artists’ Studio Tour—paintings, prints, photographs,
textile collage, silk painting, functional fine weaving from Nancy
Angermeyer, Jack Campbell, Donna-Fay Digance, Teresa Higgins,
Karen Muntean, Anne Popperwell, Jill Sabre and Janet Strayer;
self-guided tour maps at both stores • 11am-4pm • Free • ON
SATURNA ISLAND

SSaatt,, SSuunn && MMoonn,, AAuugg 22,, 33 && 44
‘Three Artists’ 10th Annual Exhibition—
paintings by Brian Mitchell, Keith Holmes,
Larry Foden • Exquisite waterfront home
setting, 667 Linklater Road • Noon–4pm daily
• Info: Louise Decario, 250-539-5760 • ON
GALIANO ISLAND

SSaatt,, SSuunn && MMoonn,, AAuugguusstt 22,, 33 && 44
BC Day Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy the wavepool,
waterslide, diving boards, pirate ship, toddler pool, family
changerooms, steam, sauna and swirlpool • 4636 Elk Lake Drive
(right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • SAT 1-5pm; SUN &
MON: 10am-noon & 1-5pm • Info: 24-hour Swimline, 250-475-
7620 • IN VICTORIA

WWeeddnneessddaayy,, AAuugguusstt 66
Hiroshima Day—peace event, music,
updates on Department of Peace, war
resisters, Japanese Garden Society and more;
chairs, blankets, flowers, and you are
welcome! • Peace Park across from Artspring •
5 pm •  Info: 250-537-5251 • ON SALT
SPRING ISLAND

TThhuurrssddaayy,, AAuugguusstt 77
Concert On The Green—ABBA Cadabra performing the
music of ABBA; Gabriola Lions’ 12th annual fundraiser,
proceeds towards their charitable work; free parking Nanaimo
Port Place shopping mall (across from the Gabriola ferry) and free
shuttle bus service from Gabriola ferry • Gabriola Golf Club driving
range • Warm-up music 5:15pm, concert 6pm • Tickets: $15,
children under 12 free, available at Nanaimo’s Ferguson Book
Store, and the Quilted Duck, or at the gate • Info: Don Butt 250-
247-7804 • ON GABRIOLA ISLAND

SSaattuurrddaayy,, AAuugguusstt 99
Galiano Wine Festival-wines from
up-and-coming local producers and
around the world; local cheese to taste
and purchase; music by Brad
Prevedoros; raffle, silent auction,
refreshments, souvenir crystal wine
glass; fundraiser for the Galiano
Health Centre • Lions Park • 1-4pm • Tickets: $30 @ door or
Jacques Roy  1-250-539-5976 jacques_roy@shaw.ca • Info:
www.galianoisland.com • ON GALIANO ISLAND

SSaattuurrddaayy && SSuunnddaayy,, AAuugguusstt 99 && 1100
Coombs Fair—4-H & open displays,
animals, arts & crafts, domestic science,
horticulture & more; blacksmithing,
spinning & weaving, beekeeping & master
gardening demos; live music,  games, food
& fun for whole family • Coombs
Fairgrounds, Ford Road, behind Coombs General Store • SAT:
8am-6pm, SUN: 8am-5pm • Tickets at gate • Info: Janet Boley
250-752-9757, www.coombsfair.com • IN COOMBS,
VANCOUVER ISLAND

FFrrii,, SSaatt && SSuunn,, AAuugguusstt 1155,, 1166 && 1177
The Big Time Out—3 days of music, 1 stage; De La Soul, Metric,

Matisyahu, K,naan, Daniel Wesley,
Delhi 2 Dublin, Shane Philip, Ganga
Giri, Moshav, Velvet/Kuba Oms plus
more • Tickets: weekend pass $130,
day pass Friday $45, Saturday $65
Sunday $65. Tickets and info
www.thebigtimeout.com 250-334-
4885 • IN CUMBERLAND 

WWeedd ttoo SSaatt,, AAuugg 2200 ttoo 2233
The Elements—Lulu Performing Arts presents a festival of
nature in performance, celebrate our shared natural and human
environment through multi-media installations, sound walks,
panel discussions, workshops, and performances • family/group
passes $50, adult $30, youth $10 • Info: www.elementsfestival.ca
Leah Hokanson: 250-247-9854 • ON GABRIOLA ISLAND

TThhuurrss,, AAuugg 2211 ttoo SSuunn,, AAuugg 3311
22nd Annual Victoria Fringe Theatre
Festival—twelve venues packed with live
international comedy, drama, live art and
spoken-word, see 10 shows for just $65; free
Fringekids Fest with live entertainment, crafts,
and more on Saturday 23rd, 11am-4pm, in
Market Square  • Tickets & Info: 250-383-2663,
www.victoriafringe.com • IN VICTORIA

SSaattuurrddaayy,, AAuugguusstt 3300
11th Annual Live Jazz Dance-a Saturna Island tradition
featuring The Metropolitan Stompers, Alan Matheson's hand

picked masters, led by Benji Bohannon; dancing
and/or listening, cash bar • Saturna Community
Hall, 200 yds from ferry terminal • 8-11pm •
Advance tickets $17.50, at the door $20 • Info &
tickets: Paul White, 250-539-9883,
jazzbeau@telus.net • ON SATURNA ISLAND

islandtides@islandtides.com • 250-629-3660islandtides@islandtides.com • 250-629-3660
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LETTERS from previous page
lessons first time around and, alas, are intent on dooming us to
repeat history.

Meanwhile across the North Sea, those Norwegian vikings
have a ferry Armada of 140 ships. There, today’s Hagars carrying
their booty, sail fare-free or laughably cheaply as foot passengers.
Should they be in Volvos they only pay the equivalent of what it
would cost to drive the distance of the ferry run. They term it,
Equality of Mobility.

The ferry route subsidy simply comes from funds not spent
building and maintaining an equivalent theoretical road access
to islands, fjord headlands etc. How marvelous is that?  

Tom Vikander, Salt Spring Island

Islands’ Traffic
Dear Editor: 
Thank you for that very excellent and comprehensive editorial,
‘Talking About the Good Life’ in your last edition. For me it was
a ‘best ever’.

Did you know that the average household on Salt Spring
Island makes 6.65 trips per day? That accounts for all the extra
traffic.

The new bus here is great but very limited in service. I think a
fleet of small second-hand vans serviced by our local mechanics
and maybe run on veggie oil from fries would be much more
serviceable. Park and Ride is also a solution.

Your article seemed to cover everything except the noise and
stress factors. We have seniors here who are terrified to set foot
on the roads. X-walks are dangerous; we never know if motorists
will slow-down and stop. The distraction and speed of drivers as
well as parking issues are added problems.  

So good to hear someone else commenting. I had the good
fortune to attend the World ECoCity Summit in San Francisco

this year. People from all parts of the world were in unison about
the issue of automobiles and all wanting and designing car-free
cities. Myna Lee Johnstone, Salt Spring Island

Contributing To The Good Life
Dear Editor:
As usual a delight to read the Island Tides. Car Stops by Barry
Mathias reminded me of the mini-bus network that works so
well in parts of Russia, a cross between buses, taxis and
hitchhiking.  Unfortunately at some time it may be necessary to
have controls such as big brother cameras in place at the stops
especially in more populated areas; hopefully that is a long time
away.

Attached is another idea to help solve our Islands’
transportation problems ( see article, page 13).

Chris Scott, Salt Spring Island/La Jolla, California

Praise For LTC Chair
Dear Editor:
At its meeting last week, acting on a written request from
Galiano’s two local trustees, the Trust Executive replaced Gisele
Rudischer as chair of the Galiano LTC. Executive Chair Kim
Benson said that none of the reasons offered for the removal
request was salient. She did, however, acknowledge the ‘high
emotional level’ on Galiano, and so the Executive gave Gisele a
‘compassionate leave of absence’ from her duties on Galiano.’
Trustee Gary Steeves, a member of the Executive from Pender,
will serve out the remainder of Gisele’s term as the chair for
Galiano.

In her role as chair of the Galiano LTC over the last two and a
half years, Gisele represented the Trust with grace, patience, and

equanimity. Taking seriously her oath to support the object and
policies of the Trust, she ran afoul of local trustees when she
refused to go along with their scheme to overturn zoning
protections on Galiano’s extensive forestlands. (The proposed
bylaws went forward anyway on a 2-1 vote but were refused last
month by the Trust Executive as being contrary to Trust Policy.)
Given the treatment Gisele received  from our trustees at the
public LTC meetings, perhaps this change truly is
compassionate.

The ‘high emotional level’ on Galiano has been fanned and
manipulated by our two trustees intent on imprinting their own
sweeping changes on the use of Galiano’s forestlands, quite apart
from a different consensus in the community—or the object and
policies of the Trust.

The request to remove the chair seems like a desperate act, a
last-ditch effort to salvage their bizarre vision for the Island in the
rump days of their term. Could they be hoping that Trustee
Steeves will be more sympathetic to their plans? Fortunately for
Galiano, and for the Trust, his principled stance against these
bylaws last month suggests otherwise.

Jerry Azevedo, Galiano Island

Food for Fuel
Dear Editor:
Last week the G8 Summit members discussed rising food prices.
A draft World Bank report which was leaked the week before last
concluded that increasing production of biofuels is responsible
for as much as 75% of the jump in food prices.

I have written to Prime Minister Harper to express my
opposition to the use of food for fuel.

LETTERS, please turn to page 10



Gulf
Islands’ Past

There is a special BC Day
coming up. The year focuses

British Columbians interest on their history as
a province. The availability of on-line archives
has made this interest instantly gratifying. Two
local ones are the Galiano Museum and
Archives at www.galianomuseum.ca and the
Salt Spring Island Archives at
www.saltspringarchives.com. From letters of
pioneers to images of the resorts of the 1940s,
you can view how life used to be in the Strait of
Georgia. The websites include a vast collection
of photos profiling Gulf Islands’ life. 

Another website is in the works. The Gulf
Islands Retired Teachers Association is
creating a historical website documenting the
history of the early schools of the Gulf Islands.
If you have pictures of these schools (prior to
1950), email dmcwhirt@telus.net. Original
photos will be scanned and returned to the
owner. The website will be operational by
October.

Special Buildings  
Meanwhile Pender Islands Museum, created in
the Roe house at Roesland in The Gulf Islands

National Park Reserve, recently had a
celebration of its next level of restoration. On
July 5, visitors enjoyed the opening of the
replica porch which has been added to the
building. It is very special to have a museum in
a building which is itself a museum, especially

one in a glorious waterfront setting.
Pender Island Museum Society, with help

from Parks Canada, have laboured long and
intensely to make this lovely artifact a reality.

On Denman Island another old house,
centred in the
village, was given a
new lease on life as a
community arts
centre. After the
2004 death of

former owner Dora
Drinkwater, an active
and well-loved Islander,
the house was bought
and renovated by a
group of Islanders. Its central location made it

perfect as a setting for the Arts Denman society
which became the tenant in 2006. With a space
to operate, the society has gone from strength
to strength, offering a summer program of
workshops of all kinds, attracting participants
BC-wide (see ad, page 12). 

Filberg Festival helps
Heritage House

The enchanting nine-acre waterfront Filberg
Heritage Lodge and Gardens, near Comox, gets
a maintenance and restoration boost from
funds raised at the annual Filberg Festival. It’s
the largest outdoor juried arts and crafts festival
in the Pacific Northwest, as well as a showcase
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Round The Islands
Christa Grace-Warrick

CABLE INSTALLATION SCHEDULE – Trincomali Channel and Strait of Georgia

Construction Activity Schedule 
(subject to change)

Installation of cables in Trincomali Channel early to mid-August 2008

Installation of cables in the Strait of Georgia mid-August to late September 2008

Construction work at cable terminal stations on 
Salt Spring Island, Parker Island and Galiano Island

continuing through mid-October 2008

A Better Way to Build
SSaavvee ttiimmee,, mmoonneeyy aanndd hheeaaddaacchheess..

• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct. 
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly. 
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.

PPiioonneeeerr 11,,667733 ssqq.. FFtt

Russ Anderson
RR.. AAnnddeerrssoonn TTeecchhnniiccaall SSeerrvviicceess

DDuunnccaann,, BBCC
PPhhoonnee:: ((225500)) 772200--66000000

Brian Haller
MMaayynnee IIssllaanndd

((225500)) 553399--00002244
VViieeww oovveerr 110000 ppllaannss aatt::
wwwwww..nneellssoonn--hhoommeess..ccoomm

PAC I F I C  H I G H S E A S  D E S I G N
Naval Architects & Marine Consultants

JOHN CARLTON
Member: SNAME

QLD ACCREDITED SHIP DESIGNER

pacific_highseas@bigpond.com

Docks de Realty
Hope Bay Pender Island

Ltd

NEW! Virtual Tours - visit

www.propertyonpender.com

1-866-629-3166

4813 CANNON CRES
4 BR, 2 BA, 1929 sq.ft.

oceanfront home.

$748,500

4306 CORBETT RD 
6 BR, 3 BA, 3200 sq.ft.
20 acre country estate.

$1,395,000

8826 CANAL RD
3 BR, 2 BA, 2480 sq.ft.

oceanfront home.

$759,800

OPEN HOUSE!
AUG 2, 1 - 3PM

OPEN HOUSE! 
AUG 2, 1 - 3PM

OPEN HOUSE! 
AUG 2, 1 - 3PM

Tigger and I had chosen Shaba Sarova Lodge in north central
Kenya as a remote and relaxing place to spend a few days. We
had just come off of a busy group tour and needed a little space
to relax. As she’s a prairie girl, Tig’s great joy in life is wide-open
serene spaces. Shaba National Reserve and the wilds of central
Kenya were just what were needed. But it wasn’t quite as relaxing
as we had expected.

We headed north through Isiolo and on to the main road to
Shaba. This road is one of the roads that the Kenyan government
has been promising to fix up. It will happen some day. As we left
the tarmac and drove on to what we would call washboard in
North America, Tig and I checked our fillings and settled back
for an African massage. This trip was minus the traditional dust,
as rain had passed over the area the previous night. Not too bad
we thought, as my mind
skipped ahead to the streams
we had to ford to reach the
lodge. 

The turn-off to the lodge
looked dry enough, but
before long bigger and bigger
puddles started to appear. At
the park gate came a
warning from the guard that
it would be difficult for our
vehicle, a Toyota safari van,
to get through what lay
ahead. The first stream was a
little bigger than when I had
passed this way before, but it
was not a problem as the van drove through easily.

The next corner presented us what seemed like an endless
expanse of water. Joffrey, our driver, eyed it with trepidation. He
had visions, if we happened to stall, of pushing the van through
thick, muddy water. I had visions of parasites, snakes and
crocodiles, which could conceivably live in this water. Joffrey
plunged in and with great skill kept us on solid rock and the van
again emerged on the other side, dirtier but safe. 

We thought we had made it but as we rounded another
corner a much deeper and longer puddle came into view. It

stretched ahead like a long lake, getting bigger by the minute as
water flowed into it from the surrounding hills. We had no idea
how deep it was, but as this was the only way to access to the
lodge, Joffrey floored the vehicle. The water came up over the
hood and splashed mucky water all over the windshield. The
Toyota slipped and slid. He peered through the increasingly
opaque windshield. We held our breath, and after another five
minutes we were back on land. That was the last of the lakes.  The
lodge was certainly not very accessible, but we thought that it
would be quiet and relaxing. I envisioned a few scenic game drives
and a chance to catch up on the many missed hours of sleep.

The lodge itself is in a beautiful serene setting, a long row of
two-story thatched buildings snaking alongside the river Iwaso
Nero. Large doum palms mixed with acacia and fig trees filled

the spaces around the tiny
streams and ponds
throughout the area. Vervet
monkeys were everywhere,
some carrying their young
to drink and bath in the
streams and some swinging
high in the trees on their
way to scavenge food from
the tables of the elevated
diningroom. The lawns
were dotted with large
monitor lizards, the ledges
of rock along the edges of
the paths held agama or
painted lizards and skinks. 

Tigger and I had adjoining rooms over-looking the river and,
until the afternoon game drive, were thrilled to sit and watch the
antics of the various animals. Looking across the river, huge
scaly crocodiles lazed in the sun on the sandy shoals. No one
would think they are amazingly fast, dangerous reptiles. Giant
maribou storks looked like old wise men as they sat hunched on
the river banks. Everywhere the sound of birds singing and the
hum of cicadas intensified the effect of the heat. 

The game drive was peaceful and scenic. A traditional African

AA QQuuiieett NNiigghhtt iinn tthhee KKeennyyaann BBuusshh!! ~~ PPeennéé HHoolllliinnggwwoorrtthh

KENYA, please turn to next page

RTI, please turn to page 15
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IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

Sandy Noble
Mortgage Consultant

Thinking about buying… Find out what you can qualify for!

Phone: 604.825.0081 • Email: noble.s@shaw.ca
www.migroup.ca/sandynoble

An intelligent way to get a mortgage.
Lower than posted bank rates
Gulf Island Financing 
Self-employed
(may not have to prove income to qualify)

First-time buyers
Debt consolidation
No fee for consultant services

www.sandynoble.com

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…
We’ll take anything with a

deposit for a full refund.
Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

250.539.2936
SATURNA GENERAL STORE

101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND

�e Perfect Escape
Interior pictures on website. �is is a 
superlative property. Luxury ocean front 
home, 22ac, stunning architecture, 1800ft 
of oceanfrnt, pano.views, adt’l cottage,
subdivision possibilities, private beaches-the 
list is endless. �e 3,880sqft home was arch.
designed and built using the best of the best 
- a showcase of west coast style & relaxed 
gulf island living. �e 22 acres are diverse 
with deer proof gardens, beaches, tide pools,
ponds, meadows, cedar forests, outbuildings 
and hiking trails. It doesn’t get better than 
this. MLS 244878 $3,950,000 ©

Serene
A serene property ideal for either year-round 
living or a tranquil retreat on unspoiled 
Saturna Island. Absolutely private, timber 
frame, 3 bedroom and den, 1600sqft+ home 
on 5.34 acres in the middle of the Gulf
Islands National Park. Fir floors, french 
doors, cathedral ceilings, exposed beams,
skylights, metal roof, enamel wood stove.
Dream of a cottage escape and this is what 
comes to mind. Zoning allows for a second 
cottage. MLS 240173 $449,000

Ocean Front Masterpiece
Breathtaking architectural masterpiece by 
internationally acclaimed Ladi Holovsky.
Enchanting 2.13 acre, 920’ oceanfront setting 
with two beaches and deep water dock. An 
idyllic contemporary residence presenting 
2,605 sq ft. 4 bedrms, 3 bathrms in open floor 
plan. Floor to ceiling glass captures natural 
light & panoramic vistas to south-west. Wood 
is used in a superb display of craftsmanship 
throughout. Spectacular decks & patios.
Spacious inner garden courtyard. Luxury 
appointments. MLS 247246 $2,199,000

Sanctuary
An intimate ocean front residence perfect 
for either year-round living or as a tranquil 
retreat for seasonal use. Over 650 sqft of decks 
provide stunning panoramic ocean and island 
views. �is West Coast styled home features 
3 bedrooms, 1 European style (two rooms) 
bathroom, soaring windows, vaulted ceilings,
tasteful use of cedar and plenty of living space.
�e house faces southwest, is sundrenched,
has a share in 268 acres and a shared 300ft 
deep water dock. MLS 238626 $760,000

NEW PRICE

SOLD!

 Surround Yourself with Peace
�is supreme ocean front home is a spectacular 
offering. It has 4 bedrooms, 5 baths, and is a 
rustic yet modern home spacious enough for 
large family gatherings while maintaining 
the warmth of a weekend hideaway. �e 
interior with soaring windows and transoms,
hardwood floors, skylights, fireplaces and 
25’ vaulted ceilings exudes a welcoming and 
sophisticated atmosphere. In addition to 
breathtaking views, this home has a share in 
268 acres and a shared 300ft deep water dock.
MLS 238660 $1,349,000

Ideal Southern Ocean Front
�is Cape Cod Style home is perched on the 
tip of a low bank rocky bluff with a stunning,
panoramic and southerly ocean orientation.
It radiates a summery light filled atmosphere 
that inspires creativity and renewal and would 
make a spacious family home or retreat. 5 
bedrooms and den, huge master, splendid 
sun decks, stunning views & 0.85ac to 
roam. Wildlife abounds; Orca are often seen 
feeding just off the beach! Easy maintenance 
leaves plenty of time to relax MLS 242264 
$799,000

477-1100

Gulf Island Properties

Visit www.ianheath.net
for more information 
on these and other 
stunning properties

Marilyn Ball
Diane Stewart

Logging rates and forest land sales by the three largest private
forestland owners on southern Vancouver Island pose grave
risks to globally rare Douglas fir forests and to the region’s
livability, says a study by the Canadian Centre for Policy
Alternatives.

The study finds that in key cases logging rates and land sales
spiked following provincial government decisions favouring the
companies.

‘Last year’s controversial decision by then Forests Minister
Rich Coleman to allow Western Forest Products (WPF) to pull
its private forestlands out of its Tree Farm Licenses is proving
disastrous for Vancouver Island residents,’ says Ben Parfitt, a
resource policy analyst with the CCPA’s BC office, and author of
the study. ‘Loggers and environmentalists alike opposed the
move and with good reason. Since then, WFP has accelerated its
logging of fir forests and placed thousands of hectares of forest
land on the auction block for sale to real estate developers.

The CCPA study comes in the wake of a report by BC’s
Auditor General that found Coleman’s decision was made
‘without sufficient regard for the public interest.’ When private
lands are bundled with public lands in Tree Farm Licenses, all
lands are to be managed on a sustainable basis as forestlands.
Because private forestlands within TFLs are designated as
‘managed forestlands’ they cannot be sold for other purposes
and are assessed at low tax rates. 

‘Restoring the Public Good on Private Forestlands’ looks
specifically at logging rates, wood waste levels, log exports and
proposed land sales on private forestlands owned by WFP,
TimberWest and Island Timberlands. It finds that:

Logging rates are, in some cases, twice what auditors say can

be sustained and in key cases jumped dramatically after the
province allowed companies to pull their private holdings out of
tree farm licenses.

Hundreds of milling jobs are foregone each year based on
estimates of log waste on lands owned by the three companies
and raw logs that they export from BC.

‘Such disturbing trends highlight why BC needs a private
forest land reserve, similar to the Agricultural Land Reserve,
which would allow governments to ensure private forestlands
are managed in the public interest,’ Parfitt recommends.

The study also calls for tougher provincial and federal
regulations to make exporting raw logs from private forestlands
more difficult, and for parity between public and private lands as
far as forest practices and environmental regulations are
concerned.

‘Parity is essential if we are to adequately protect water and
other resources,’ Parfitt says. ‘Had tough rules been in place
earlier,’ Parfitt adds, ‘it is questionable whether the Capitol
Regional District would have felt compelled to pay TimberWest
nearly $60 million last summer for a portion of its private
forestlands in order to protect a future water source for Greater
Victoria.’ 

‘Instead of managing and regulating important forest
resources in the public interest, we’re tossing concerns of
sustainability, greenhouse gas emissions, drinking water quality
and urban sprawl out the window—and for what?’ says Parfitt.
‘For company shareholders that have already benefited
enormously from the favourable tax rates that apply to private
forestlands.’ 0

Call for a Forest Land Reserve

game drive is an opportunity for the animals to observe an ever-
changing collection of humans in their natural setting—Land
Rovers and Toyota vans. Gerenuk, oryx, grants gazelle, giraffes,
wart hogs, and numerous birds observed us. Then, just before
dark, we were thrilled to have a leopard sit and watch us as he
stirred for the night’s hunt. Then it was back through the lakes of
water for a dinner and good night’s sleep. The room was quiet;
the only sound the swish of the slowly turning fan. I arranged the
mosquito netting around the giant bed. Fresh cotton sheets—
luxury! I turned over once, and then fell into a deep relaxed
sleep.

Was that gunfire? It sure sounded like it. It was pitch black
and now the sound of rounds being fired from automatic
weapons brought me wide awake. Bandits, rebels, insurgents? I
knew that in the past the areas around Shaba had had a problem,
but I had thought it was all cleared up.

I remembered that there was no power available from
midnight to 5:30am. Where was the flashlight? Then again,
perhaps it would not be wise to use it, as it would indicate that
someone occupied this particular building. I carefully got out of
bed and peered out between the curtains. A flare was fired high

in the sky and as it drifted to the ground the terrain was
illuminated. Men could be seen on the opposite bank of the river
running in a crouched position. What had happened to the
crocodiles that had previously occupied the opposite bank of the
river? Were they as active as the men I watched or were they also
watching and waiting?

The air was hot and deathly still. Where had all the cicadas
gone? As the automatic fire came in bursts from 200 yards
across the river, I crept to Tig’s room bumping into doors and
walls in the absolute darkness. ‘Tig, are you awake? Did you hear
that?’ I asked. ‘Yes, what is going on? Hit the dirt, I’m already
here on the floor,’ she replied.  

As we crouched below the windowsill, we reasoned that
crossing the river was almost impossible. More gunfire and flares
burst into the sky across the fast-flowing, crocodile-infested,
river. I knew that the nearest bridge was about five kilometers
upstream. This was somewhat reassuring, but still as we stayed
low and watched more flares spiral high; we started planning
what to put in our daypacks to evacuate through the trees away
from the river. Malaria pills, mosquito repellent, water,

KENYA, please turn to page 15

KENYA from previous page

www.mblabs.com
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BC is taking action against global warming.
How you can benefit from BC’s carbon tax shift.
On July 1, 2008 a carbon tax on fossil fuel emissions was introduced. What this means

to you is 2.34 cents per litre added to your cost of gas. In BC, 36% of all greenhouse gas 

emissions come from transportation. It’s estimated that BC’s carbon tax will save up to 3 

million tonnes of CO2 emissions annually; this is equal to taking nearly 790,000 cars o� the

road each year.

With even small adjustments you can reduce your fuel usage. In fact, most drivers can o� set

their carbon tax with one less �ll-up per year. 

By law, every penny of the carbon tax must be used to cut other taxes.

In fact, over the next 3 years, over $1.8 billion will be returned to individuals and 

businesses in reduced taxes.

You choose, you save.

• If you drive only 5% less a year, you can typically save twice what you will pay in carbon 
tax over the next two years.

• If you drive a Ford Ranger 30,000 Km per year, you can save $535 on fuel by driving 10% 
less. That’s over �ve times more in savings than the $84 you would otherwise pay this
year in carbon tax.

• If you are buying a new car or truck, you can save up to $4,000 this year in sales tax by
choosing a fuel-e�  cient vehicle.

• Trade-in your old vehicle for a cleaner one and you can save up to $2,000 or more
under the expanded province-wide “Scrap-it” program.

• Keeping your car or truck tuned up and your tires properly in�ated can save you
$200 a year in fuel costs.

Many parts of BC have been warming at

a rate that is twice the global average. It

isn’t hard to see the impact that climate

change has already had on our province: the

mountain pine beetle epidemic, the storms

that devastated Stanley Park, the �oods of

2007, the loss of water supply to over 900,000

people in 2006, the wild�res of 2003 and the

depletion of our glaciers.

These ef fects of global warming have

already taken a heavy toll on our economy,

our natural resources and people’s homes

and livelihoods. It’s clear that it’s hurting our

province. It’s time for all of us to take action.

• 11 of the last 12 years were among the 
warmest ever since 1850. 

• Over the last century, BC has lost up to 50
per cent of its snow packs, and glaciers 
have melted away.

• Warm winters have created the mountain
pine beetle epidemic.

• 80 per cent of our pine forests will be “red 
and dead”  by 2013. 
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Income taxes decreased on July 1st.
New tax relief is a key part of the carbon tax shift. On July 1st, 2008

provincial income taxes were reduced. On July 1st, 2009 they will be

reduced again. While pollution will cost more, income will be taxed

less and take-home pay will grow. Lower income earners will be eligible

for an additional tax credit and every woman, man and child in BC will

receive a $100 cheque from the Climate Action Dividend. 

Businesses will also see their income taxes cut over the next few years to

become the lowest in Canada. As well, other new measures will provide new

sales tax exemptions, �nancial incentives and cash rebates to reward “carbon

smart” choices.  These are all in an e�ort to conserve energy, reduce waste,

increase fuel e�ciency and promote cleaner transportation.

• British Columbia has the lowest personal income taxes in
Canada at every level up to $111,000.

• New tax cuts will save most families between $100 and $400
this year, net of the carbon tax, even if they do nothing to
reduce their emissions.

• A single parent earning $30,000 per year, with one child, will
typically save $285 net of their carbon tax this year and will
save $196 net next year.

• Since 2001, over 100 tax cuts have been introduced in
British Columbia.

• All taxpayers earning over $30,000 a year have had their
provincial income taxes reduced by at least 30-37%.

• Low income taxpayers earning under $20,000 a year have had
a 75% tax cut since 2001.

• Provincial income taxes were eliminated completely for
everyone earning under $15,500 a year; 250,000 more citizens
now pay no provincial income taxes at all.

It’s time to lead on climate change.
Together, we can meet BC’s new legal target to reduce our provincial

greenhouse gas emissions by 33% over the next 12 years.  It won’t

be easy and it will oblige us all to change. But, we can achieve

that target in ways that will save us energy, time and money, while

also improving our air, water quality, and stimulating innovation,

investment and job creation.

We can’t wait for others to tackle

global warming. Waiting for

others to act is not a solution,

it’s just an avoidance of our

responsibility. Unless we act

today, it will be our children and

their families who will pay the

biggest price.

The time has come to act – to

reduce our own emissions and

lighten our carbon footprint.

That is what BC’s new carbon

tax shift is all about.

To learn more about how you can bene�t from BC’s
climate action plan, check out LiveSmartBC.ca

It’s our choice, It’s their future
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Hartland Recycling Area
Fee Changes

For more information visit www.crd.bc.ca/waste/hartland
or call 250.360.3030

As of August 1, 2008 Hartland Recycling Area will
increase their current recycling fees to cover 
increased operational costs. 

The new fees are as follows:

· $6 per residential customer
· $26 per commercial hauler 
  (small loads up to a maximum of GVW 5,500 kg)

· $20 additional fee for each appliance that 
  contains or contained refrigerants

LETTERS from page 5
One organization which is very concerned about rising food

prices which are very adversely affecting the poor people of the
world is the Canadian Foodgrains Bank. The Canadian
Foodgrains Bank is a partnership of 15 church-based agencies
working to end hunger in developing countries by increasing
and deepening the involvement of Canadians. It has expressed
its concern about the use of biofuels.

In a recent appeal letter Heather Plett, Director of Resources
and Communication for the Canadian Foodgrains Bank
requested help in responding to the global food crisis and to
emergencies caused by cyclones and droughts. She also wrote
that the rising food prices put unbearable pressure on people
trying to cope with disasters and that they are having an mpact
on millions of people living with chronic poverty who often
spend 50 to 80% of their income on food. 

Ms Plett also requested that we contact our MPs to ask for an
increase in aid for agriculture in developing countries. 

Donations may be sent to the Canadian Foodgrains Bank,
400-200 Smith Street, Box 767, Winnipeg MB R3C 2L4 and
marked World Food Crisis.

Orval Chapman, Richmond 0

Stuck in the tar sands from page 1

rapidly increasing amounts of greenhouse gases, and has
exceeded the capacity of civil infrastructure to support the labour
it employs.

Headlong industry growth has consistently outrun the
technological innovation necessary to efficiently, sustainably,
and environmentally responsibly extract useful petroleum
products from the tar sands.

Supplying the US 
Historically, Canada has supplied 20% of US requirements for
crude oil, and the US has relied on Canada, to the extent that a
significant amount of the capitalization of Canadian
development has been financed by US corporations. Today, the
pressure on Canada to continue as a reliable supplier is greater
than ever, and so neither the federal government nor the
province of Alberta have made any effort to restrain tar sands
development.

As far as the US is concerned, Canada is a reliable nation
which facilitates the efforts of multinational oil companies in
developing and producing new oil sources. Further, it is
geographically convenient to US markets, and the oil is easily
shipped by pipeline.

At a time when the security of the US oil supply is increasingly
threatened by unfriendly governments, many of which control
their own nationalized oil companies, Canada is the largest
source of US oil imports. US conventional oil production reached
a peak in 1970; and many US domestic alternatives, such as
deepwater wells on the Outer Continental Shelf, the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) in Alaska, and oil shales
under Colorado, have been barred from development because of
environmental concerns.

It is only very recently that US oil consumption has ceased to
grow, but this still leaves some 60% of oil consumed to be
imported from foreign suppliers, including some volatile
countries such as Saudi Arabia and Nigeria.

NAFTA and ‘Canadian’ Oil
The reliability of Canadian energy supply is so valuable to the US
that it became the centrepiece—and some would say the main
purpose—of the North American Free Trade Agreement,
negotiated in 1987-88. In return for Canadian access to US
markets, the US was to have a claim on Canadian oil, gas, coal,
and uranium as set out in Article 605, the proportionality clause. 

This stated clearly that the Canadian government could not
take any action which would have the effect of restricting the US
access to Canadian oil—the percentage of Canadian oil exported
to the US must not drop below the average of the three previous
years, and is currently about 63%. The total for crude and all
petroleum products (but not natural gas) is about 2,500,000
barrels per day (bpd). 

This is a little more complicated than it sounds. Because the
pipelines that deliver oil from western Canada mainly serve the
US, little western Canadian oil reaches eastern Canada. Markets
in eastern Canada—Ontario, Quebec, and the maritimes—
import their crude from overseas (much as the US does). But this

oil is counted as ‘Canadian’; as a result, most of the oil we export
to the US comes from Western Canada, and much of the oil
which originates in western Canada is exported to the US.

This proportionality provision, incidentally, also applies
(with different percentages) to virtually all forms of energy,
including natural gas, coal, electricity, and uranium.

Tar Sands Potential
Canada reached its conventional oil ‘peak’ in 1974, but oil
companies were examining the potential of the tar sands as long
ago as 1965. (It is more politically correct to refer to them as ‘oil
sands’ but the product that is produced from the sands is in fact
bitumen, which is far closer to tar and which was, in fact, used by
aboriginal peoples to leakproof canoes. The bitumen content is
about 20% of the tar sands.) 

Current estimates place the potential of the tar sands at 171
billion barrels, spread over an area of 77,000 square kilometres.
Current production is about 400 million barrels per year. 

Mining and Extraction
About 60% of current tar sands production is mined from
deposits which lie between 150 and 300 feet below the surface.
The land is stripped and the overburden removed, using massive
earthmoving equipment. Bitumen, mixed with sand, requires a
considerable amount of processing to produce a marketable and
useable synthetic crude. 

The mixture is transported to a plant which separates the
bitumen and sand using water (in most cases drawn from the
Athabasca River) heated with natural gas piped-in from nearby
fields and mixed with sodium hydroxide. To produce one barrel
of bitumen takes about two tonnes of sand and two to four
barrels of water. The sand is left and the water accumulated in
large tailings ponds, which are toxic, unuseable, and can be seen
clearly from space.

For deeper tar sands deposits (some 80% of the tar sands are
300 feet or more below the surface), SAGD (Steam Assisted
Gravity Drainage) or similar processes are employed, which do
not disturb the surface much but which use even greater
amounts of water and natural gas (natural gas represents
between 2/3 and 3/4 of operating costs). Termed ‘in situ’
extraction, steam is injected into the tar sands deposits and the
heated bitumen is carried under pressure towards the surface.
Recent developments have included the introduction of electric
submersible pumps to assist in recovering the bitumen.

Upgrading and Refining 
The bitumen from either process is thick and sticky. It is then
upgraded, using natural gas as fuel for distillation and as a source
of hydrogen to replace sulphur and nitrogen in the bitumen. This
process produces significant air pollution, particularly sulphur,
which is captured and sold, and substantial amounts of
greenhouse gases, particularly CO2, which is not.

The resultant product is synthetic crude oil, which can then
be sent via pipeline to any refinery equipped to process it into
gasoline or diesel fuel; it is more difficult to process than

TAR SANDS, continued opposite

Solar hot-water incentive
program
The BC Sustainable Energy Association (BCSEA) joined the BC
government in announcing the July 17 launch of SolarBC’s solar
hot-water program. Over the next two years SolarBC will
facilitate the installation of over 2,000 solar systems in homes
around BC. Both provincial and federal governments are
contributing financial support.

This SolarBC’s residential project is the start of a program
that will include incentives for municipalities, social housing,
First Nations and schools. The goal is to influence policy and
building regulations, reduce barriers to the widespread adoption
of solar hot-water, creating a market for solar hot-water
technologies in British Columbia.

‘Five communities will take on a leadership role, said SolarBC
executive director Nitya Harris, ‘Together with these
communities we will launch training and outreach programs
that will build capacity and raise awareness of solar hot water.’

SolarBC offers a $1,000 point-of-sale discount to individual
households on solar hot water installations. SolarBC incentives
are now available and can be combined with an additional $500
from the ecoENERGY Retrofit Program and $125 from the
LiveSmart BC Program.

‘We want to sincerely thank our government partners, and in
particular the Ministry of Energy Mines and Petroleum
Resources, who have made this program possible,’ said BCSEA
president Guy Dauncey, ‘SolarBC will help BC residents save
money and energy while reducing their carbon emissions.’

Full information is available at www.SolarBC.ca. 0
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conventional crude and the refinery produces significantly
greater emissions. 

As an alternative, bitumen need not be upgraded to be
transported by pipeline, but it must be diluted with either
synthetic crude or natural gas liquids, from which it must be
separated at its destination. The diluent can then be returned to
the origination point, using a slightly smaller return pipeline.

‘Dirty’ As Coal
Three out of five new US refineries currently planned are
designed to handle tar sands synthetic crude, with an increased
capacity of 1.1 million bpd, and some existing refining capacity is
also to be converted. Bitumen processing is a far more elaborate
process than refining conventional oil, and a ‘heavy oil’ refinery
costs more to build and to operate, and produces more
pollutants and GHGs.

Recently adopted US legislation, Section 526 of the recent
Energy Independence and Security Act and California’s Low
Carbon Fuel Standard, take a ‘life cycle’ approach and are both
aimed at limiting use of ‘dirty’ oil whose production and
processing produces significantly more GHG emissions than
conventional oil. 

Total GHGs quantities for extraction, processing, and
consumption from tarsands have been estimated as equivalent
per/kWh to coal, so whether this new US legislation will include
Canadian tar sands’ oil remains to be seen. Some observers have
commented that, no matter what, the US economy could not
operate without tar sands oil!

In response to US concerns, the tar sands industry has
initiated an extensive public relations program, and the Alberta
government has announced an additional $2 billion for public
transit in the province, to reduce GHG emissions in the province
by five million tons a year.

Costs 
The tar-sands are the most expensive capital project on earth.
Both surface mining and SAGD are capital-intensive processes,
requiring considerable preparation, planning, and investment.
Both also have substantial operating costs, both for labour and
equipment, and for energy. 
Because of the sheer size of Canada’s tar sands, road and pipeline

building and transportation costs are significant. These
operations can only be tackled by well-financed organizations.

Natural gas and diluents used in the processing and
transportation of bitumen are often thought to have negligible
costs, since sometimes they are already on site. However, in
some cases diluents may have to be transported from some
distance, and will incur pipelining charges. And natural gas, at
the very least, has an established opportunity cost, though it may
be located where it would be difficult to transport to market.

Labour costs in the tar sands are notoriously high, and so are
living costs. In Fort MacMurray, at the centre of the tar sands,
housing, infrastructure, and transportation has never been able
to keep pace with the growth of the tar sands labour force. 

There are, in addition, regulatory costs, despite a clear effort
by governments not to impose any unnecessary burdens. While
exploration costs are less than those for conventional oil,
surveying and permitting processes can be lengthy. Until
recently, the Alberta government avoided imposing any
significant royalties, but these charges have recently been
increased, though they are still much less than royalties on
conventional oil.

Energy Balance
An important question concerning any type of unconventional
oil (or, for that matter, biofuels or other substitutes) is one of
energy balance: how much energy does it take to produce a unit
of product, and how much energy does that unit of product
contain? Sometimes, when all inputs are considered, a fuel may
turn out to require more energy than it can make available.

In the case of tar sands oil, this is an interesting question. For
instance, it takes two tonnes of tar sands to produce a barrel of
bitumen; consider how much energy is needed to mine,
transport, and separate it from the sand. For maximum
efficiency, the world’s largest trucks are used; but they still use a
great deal of fuel. The separation process requires fuel to heat the
water. If the SAGD process is used, energy—usually from natural
gas—is needed to produce the steam for injection.

The upgrading process also requires significant amounts of
combustion energy for heating (in addition to natural gas for
hydrogen to add to the bitumen). Transportation by pipeline, of
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either bitumen or synthetic crude, requires energy for pumping
and compression. And diluent return pipelines also need
pumping power.

Recent figures indicate that extraction and separation of
surface-mined bitumen consumes some 700 scf (standard cubic
feet) of natural gas per barrel; the SAGD process consumes some
1,500 scf. Add to that 200-450 scf to upgrade to synthetic crude. 

Finally, energy is consumed by the refining process to
produce marketable products, and this will be greater than
normal because bitumen is more difficult to process than
conventional crude.

Currently, tar sands extraction and processing uses an
estimated 10% of Alberta’s natural gas; by 2015, with declining
natural gas production, as much as 30% may be required for the
tar sands, and this may limit tar sands production. Additional
gas might be made available from Alaska (see map), or through
the proposed MacKenzie pipeline, which would carry gas from
the Northwest Territories to Alberta. This project, however has
its own problems—controversial environmental impacts and
rapidly increasing costs. And its entire capacity could be required
for forecast tar sands production by 2025.

There are many competing calculations of the energy

TAR SANDS, please turn to page 12

TAR SANDS continued in next column
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Super Gulf Island Choices

“Ask for Li Read at RE/MAX Salt Spring!”

Li Read
RE/MAX Salt Spring

Each office independently 
owned and operated.

Salt Spring Island: 2 bed home on 1.76
acres, large country kitchen, living /
dining, family room, sep studio, arable
potential, forest with own trails, close to
beach access. 

LiRead.com/1584.htm $449,000

Salt Spring Island: 4 bedroom home,
guest suite potential, great workshop,

storage building, private & sunny
rear garden. Close to everything!

LiRead.com/1569.htm $469,500

Call Li Read today at 1-800-731-7131 
or visit www.LiRead.com for the

widest selection of properties!

Salt Spring Island: Duck Bay
oceanfront,  foreshore lease, S/SW/W
exposures, designer kitchen, cosy
den, music room / library, sep. guest
suite,  office with sep. entry. Warm
ocean swimming here!

LiRead.com/1462.htm $1,475,000

This Commission manages a number of CRD owned docks on the Southern Gulf
Islands.

Three positions on the Southern Gulf Islands Harbours Commission will become
available October 1, 2008.These three positions represent Mayne, Saturna, and
North Pender Islands.

The members presently serving these positions may or may not wish
to stand for a further two-year term, but any elector of the Southern
Gulf Islands is welcome to apply for one of these three positions.

If you are interested and would like more information please call
John Combes, Harbours Commission Chairperson, at 250-539-5569

SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS HARBOURS COMMISSION
VACANCY

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone: (250) 386-7643

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

efficiency of tar sands production; and of course
it all depends what you include. The official
ratio is about 5:1. Note, however, that the
energy used is in the conversion is primarily
natural gas, a much cleaner fuel than synthetic
crude.

Environmental Impact
The environmental price to be paid for tar
sands’ oil may be the greatest of all. First and
most obvious, visible even from space, is the
ruin of the land. Of the 420 square kilometres
that has so far been stripped for surface mining,
only 104 hectares has been certified as
reclaimed. 65 square kilometers are reported to
be ‘under reclamation;’ the rest is a wasteland
of bare sand, and deep pits. 

Tailings ponds are scattered across this
wasteland. The water in them is toxic to
animals, birds, and plants, and there are no
plans to clean them up—they will apparently be
there forever. They are the effluent from the
process of washing the bitumen from the sand. 

The water in these ponds originally came
from the Athabasca river, under license from
the Alberta provincial government. Allowing
for global warming, it is probable that the entire
river has been over-allocated already by the
Alberta government. Downstream (to the
north) pollution has killed fish and threatens
humans.

Pipelines criss-cross the tar sands area and
the continent, and more are planned (see map,
page 10). Their rights-of-way account for more
permanently cleared and sterilized land. Planned
pipelines to Kitimat, BC, suggest that oil tanker
traffic may be expected along BC’s coast.

Mines, extraction plants, upgraders,
pumping stations, and refineries produce both
atmospheric pollution and greenhouse gases.
Acid rain falls on Saskatchewan. GHGs may be
as much as five times the quantity from
conventional oil production. Both federal and
provincial regulations permit these emissions
to increase along with production, leading to
greater overall amounts.

The Future
Plans and projections for tar sands extraction
foresee a five-fold increase in production by
2030. Indications are that increasing
production will mean a five-fold increase in
costs, energy usage, water usage,
environmental damage, pollution, and
greenhouse gases.

We can anticipate that some price will be
put on carbon dioxide (GHG) emissions.
Whether this ends up as a tax, or whether a cap-
and-trade system is implemented, this may or
may not prove to be an incentive to significantly
reduce carbon emissions, particularly since
rising oil prices would enable producers and
processors to easily absorb additional costs.

While there will almost certainly be
improvements in technology, at the moment
the only action planned is research into
sequestration (re-injection into the ground) of
carbon dioxide. The Alberta government has
pledged some two billion dollars to this
research, which would be applicable to both the
tar sands industry and coal-fired electricity
generation. Today, the practical
implementation of sequestration seems far off,
particularly in the quantities that will be
required to make any real difference. At best, it
would be a temporary solution to global

warming. 
Another proposal is to capture the CO2 from

tar sands operations and pipe it to locations
where it could be injected to pressurize old oil
formations for secondary recovery. 

In the meantime, the continuing growth in
tar sands GHG emissions drives the continuing
growth in the nation’s emissions, and is the
prime factor in weakening Canada’s position in
international climate change negotiations,
despite the majority of the product being used
in the United States. 

Surface mining will eventually give way to
subsurface injection and extraction, if only
because remaining tar sands deposits will be
too deep in the ground. There are already a
number of technological variations of in situ
extraction being tried, and this is where
significant technological progress and
improved extraction efficiency should be
expected. 

Other possibilities include the use of nuclear
power, and the employment of anaerobic
bacteria to assist recover ‘stranded’
conventional oil. These have their own
ecological downsides and significant costs, and
at the moment appear far on the horizon.

Projections and Limitations
Today’s projections, of course, assume today’s
technology. But the industry’s growth from the
beginning has consistently run ahead of
technological development, and projections as
far ahead as 2030 do not seem to consider that
there may be limits to the supply of water and
natural gas (both for fuel and as a source of
hydrogen).

Environmental limits also seem to be
ignored, particularly for air pollution and
greenhouse gases. Considering these factors,
continuing expansion of the tar sands industry
may not be sustainable.

Alternatives
In the meantime, the increasing market price of
crude oil ensures that there are no financial
barriers to increasing tar sands extraction,
transportation, and processing. Environmental
issues remain, and are a possible source of
delay. Increased interest by overseas buyers
will ensure that tar sands oil fetches a world
price. 

Given these price increases, however, there
is the possibility that alternative sources of oil
for the US may turn out to be either easier or
cheaper to extract. These would include deep-
sea drilling on North America’s outer
continental shelf (President Bush recently lifted
the presidential veto on US waters, but a
congressional veto remains in place), similar
exploration and drilling off Brazil, oil shales in
Colorado and Venezuela, exploration and
production in the arctic and Alaska, oil from
coal, and the remote possibility that less prickly
relations might be restored between the US and
middle eastern oil-producing nations.

However, none of these alternatives, offer a
short-term solution to the worldwide oil
shortage; most have at least a ten-year wait for
significant production. In the meantime, and
barring very significant reductions in US oil
consumption, the tar sands appear to offer the
only real alternative. Canada may, indeed, be
stuck. 0
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Knowledge Network was been officially
established as a BC Crown corporation  this
month. ‘As British Columbia’s public education
broadcaster, Knowledge Network has an
important role to play in supporting local
culture and the independent production
community in BC and, as a Crown corporation,
will have more independence along with an
expanded mandate to serve the public,’ said
Murray Coell, Minister of Advanced Education
and Labour Market Development. ‘We are
committed to promoting lifelong learning in
this province by providing quality educational
programming.’  

BC taxpayers provides $6 million a year for
Knowledge Network. An added $2.73 million in
one-time funding was provided in 2007 to
allow the network to change from analogue to
digital transmission. Knowledge Network’s

digital conversion will enable 24-7 broadcast
service, and allow for flexibility to
accommodate new web, wireless and high-
definition platforms.

The network had been a division of the Open
Learning Agency until 2007 when legislation
was passed to establish the Knowledge Network
as a Crown corporation. This month’s order-in-
council officially brings the legislation into
force.

Through its broadcast and Internet
offerings, the Knowledge Network Corporation
supports local and regional voices in British
Columbia. It is currently ranked Nº1 in
audience ratings for children’s programming in
BC, and has over 26,000 ‘Partners In
Knowledge’ donor households across the
province. 0

The July sale of oil and gas rights resulted in a
record-breaking total of over $610 million in
bonus bids. The July 17 sale brings the fiscal
year-to-date total to a new record of over $1.3
billion, announced Energy, Mines and
Petroleum Resources Minister Richard
Neufeld. 

‘This month’s phenomenal sale once again
demonstrates that British Columbia is a
premiere jurisdiction for oil and gas
investment,’ said Neufeld. ‘I am certain that
these record-breaking results will continue to
attract new interest in the coming months.’ 

The July sale offered 149 parcels in
northeast BC covering 134,196 hectares, and
sold 146 parcels covering 132,740 hectares. The
average price per hectare was $4,596. 

‘These unparalleled sales are supporting the
ongoing economic health of our province,’
Neufeld added. ‘And the revenue from these
sales funds vital social programs and
infrastructure development in communities
throughout British Columbia.’

Key parcels in the sale included five drilling
licences located 45km west of Dawson Creek
with bids of over $32,500 per hectare for a total
of $482.6 million. These parcels include rights
to the Montney formation. Three lease bids of
nearly $25,000 per hectare for a total of $19.4
million were awarded in the Sunset Prairie
area, approximately 25km south of Fort St
John. 

Drilling licences provide the exclusive right
to explore for petroleum and natural gas by
drilling wells, they are acquired by the
successful bidder at the Crown sale and primary
terms are three, four or five years, depending on
location.

Leases provide the exclusive right to
produce petroleum and natural gas and are
acquired by the successful bidder at the Crown
sale or selected from permits and drilling
licences. Primary terms are five or 10 years,
depending on location.

The next sale on August 13 and will offer 136
parcels covering 115,879 hectares. 0

TV channel becomes a Crown corporation
BC oil and gas rights sale shatters
records



GOOD LIFE GARDEN from page 3

molecular and possess the ability to absorb ionically charged
water. It is this mineral rich water layer that is the medium for
plant growth, being in essence, a rich soupy mixture of plant
food. Chemical fertilizers by-pass this colloidal process by
carrying the essential minerals in solution, a solution that is
easily washed away by rain. The dark colloidal humus, by
contrast, retains both the water and the minerals for a long
period thereby creating a self-sustaining ecology within the soil
even during periods of drought. 

Harvesting         
If you are harvesting onions, garlic and shallots, they must be dry
before storage or they will quickly rot. They can of course be left
on the ground but if the bed is needed for fall and winter salads,
the bulbs can simply be placed on slats in a well ventilated bench
in the shed. Try not to let asparagus and rhubarb get too dry or
they will go into early dormancy. They should definitely not be
picked after July 1 but encouraged to develop strong roots for
next year by top dressing with manure or good compost. 

Some herbs such as oregano develop more flavour when
dried and July is a good month to start. I use oregano for many
dishes so I am pleased it has naturalised in my orchard and at the
first sign of colour in the flower buds is when we pick them and
hang them to dry in a well ventilated room, shaded from the sun.
After two or three days, the leaves are ready to be rubbed off and
saved in a jar. Many of the mints and fennel can also be dried this
way, though they will take a little longer. It is not worth drying
chives or chervil as they loose all flavour, instead you can freeze
them in melted butter for winter potatoes, or flavour vinegar
with the flowers. Herb flowers are exquisite for flavouring
vinegars. Try thyme, sage, chives or tarragon in white wine
vinegar; the flowers will bleach in the acetic acid but the vinegar

will develop a lovely colour. Too early yet for basil. 
Kiwi vines are growing rampant across fences and pergolas

now, and they will benefit from a summer pruning of the long
lateral shoots. Try cutting them back to three or four leaves to
develop into fruiting spurs for next year. 

I believe that food should be good, taste good, and look good
and one of the simplest ways to achieve this from the home
garden is by an abundance of fresh herbs and flowers. Herbs and
flowers should be chosen for flavour, fragrance, and colour to
support and accompany your regular fruit, meat and vegetables.
They are not—repeat not—a garnish to be pushed to the side of
the plate like a decoration. In our house every meal is designed
to optimise taste and appearance and at this season, that means
a bowlful of fresh herbs and flowers. For fresh fish such as cod,
try red or pink rose petals. You can also make a great sauce from
roses, fennel and a little cream. Serve fuchsias or chopped
nasturtium flowers with red meat, and fresh green nasturtium
seeds in the meat sauce. 

Recipes From July’s Garden
Nasturtium Rolls

Prep time 10 minutes, Chill time 3 hours or overnight, Serves 4
• 300 grams fresh island goat cream cheese
• 1 small bunch of chives
• a sprig of peppermint
• a large sprig of basil
• rind of one grated orange
• 1 tablespoon wildflower honey
• 8-12 large nasturtium leaves
• as many nasturtium flowers

Combine all the ingredients except the nasturtiums and mash

together. If you use a food processor add the herbs first and chop
with short bursts, then add the cheese and honey. Place the
mixture in a bowl and chill until firm. Carefully wash the leaves
and pat dry. Divide the mix into finger-sized portions and roll a
leaf around each. Secure with a toothpick. Garnish with
nasturtium flowers and serve with a good fruit wine on a hot
afternoon. 

Fish Roses
Prep time 20 minutes, Cooking time about 30 minutes,  preheat
oven 425ºF-220ºC, Serves 4

• 350 grams sole or sand dab fillets
• 350 grams spring salmon fillets
• 1 cup fish stock
• cup dry white wine
• 1 tablespoon olive oil
• 2 tablespoons flour
• juice of 1 lime
• salt & pepper to taste
• 1 bowl of fresh clean rose petals
• few rose petals and mint leaves for garnish

Rinse the fillets and cut them into small strips not more than
2inches wide. Roll up each fillet tightly and arrange them in a
baking dish. These are your fish roses. Combine all the
remaining ingredients in a blender and blend until smooth.
Stirring gently, heat the mixture in a saucepan then pour it over
the fish roses. Bake for 20-25
minutes, garnish and serve
immediately. 
Goes well with pasta, snow
peas and fresh bread. 0 

T
ravelling on the ferry, you notice our Islands
have turned from soft-green to crisp-gold in
the last two weeks. The gold land, green trees,

vivid blue sky and sunlight and shadow provide more
contrast; vari-coloured human habitations stand out
much more. Winter’s softer colour scheme—
evergreen, rain, low cloud, and grey ocean is
forgotten.

Grasses, stiff from dryness, have prickly seed
heads, full of reproductive potential. Willing to travel
great distances for a new beginning, they stick to your
socks and trouser bottoms! Island cars are coated
with layers of dust. If we clean them, we locate
carwashing efforts where we want the grass watered.  

Island gardens are full of lettuce and ripe peas.
Summer’s prima donnas—tomato, basil peppers, and
corn are growing by leaps and bounds. Zucchinis are
full of flowers and the first ones are ready to eat!
Under the orchard canopy tiny plums and apples and
pears litter the ground, the summer fruit drop is
occurring in trees that are promising good crops.
Obviously, there were some spring pollinators
advancing our fruit consumption possibilities, whew!

Feeding The Birds
Two Sundays ago, the eagles’ active chirping and
chittering alerted me to the fact that one of Rick and
Beth’s old Suffolk ewes had died in the pasture. While
I was checking to see who the sheep was and possible
cause of death, 21 vultures were watching four mature
eagles and two immature eagles. This was an choice
event in the bird world!

The carcass was situated just the right viewing
distance from the house and so that the carrion clean-
up crew was completely undisturbed as they carried
out their feeding.  

Regular scrutiny revealed lots of behaviors I didn’t
know. The term ‘pecking order’ has real meaning
within each species and between the species. The
eagles were noisy and commanded the carcass, the
vultures stood around, utterly silent, at a 10-foot
distance never coming near the eagles, mature or
immature. 

Having so many eagles around it was easy to see
that one, a female from my book reading, was bigger
than the others (males). All of the participants waited
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LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF 

CROWN LAND
Take notice that William

Brown and Gloria Perchynski
of Saltspring Island, BC intend
to make application to
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for a 10 year
license for Residential-Private
Moorage situated on Provincial
Crown Land located in the
vicinity of Long Harbour,
Saltspring Island.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is # 1413167. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Section Head, Integrated
Land Management Bureau at #
142-2080 Labieux Road,
Nanaimo, B.C V9T 6J9.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until August 24, 2008.
ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website at
http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/clad/
land_prog_services/programs.
html under Tenure Overview
and Program Information for
more information.

Be advised that any
response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at
Integrated Land Management
Bureau’s regional office.

LONG HARBOUR

DDiivviiddeedd HHiigghhwwaayy IIssllaannddss--ssttyyllee ~~ CChhrriiss SSccootttt
If we can accept that people in cars, on horseback or walking can share the road
within inches of others driving at 50-8okmh, why can we not have pedestrians and
slow (10kmh)  moving wheeled vehicles traveling in opposite directions on the same
piece of smooth pavement?

Consider dividing the existing Ganges area roads into three with a concrete divider
separating the two-way automobile traffic from the 10 km/h users. This is a solution
to pathway problems experienced on Salt Spring and perhaps other islands.  

Think how many tourists would consider leaving their cars behind if the roads
connecting the ferries and Ganges were safely divided into three with a planter-style
concrete barrier protecting their 3-4 meters of pavement.

Local preferences will be able to establish how intersections should be handled,
how many areas should be designated ‘slow movement’ malls. The need for parking
spaces will be reduced as more and more tourists and residents appreciate the
freedom of getting around without fear, for themselves or their children, of the
automobile.

How many more parents will allow their children to bike or skateboard home if
the chances of being hit by a car are reduced by more than 75%? How many
pensioners will use their scooters rather than cars to do their shopping for the same
reasons? 

The cost of doing this is low–repainting white lines and erecting concrete barriers.
The roadways are already there and one of the bike lanes can easily be eliminated.
Any new pavement that has to be installed for these pathways does not have to meet
the strengths to handle heavy truck traffic so will probably cost well under half as
much as conventional highways. 0

SSaattuurrnnaa NNootteess ~~ PPrriisscciillllaa EEwwbbaannkk

SATURNA, please turn to page 14



Page 14, ISLAND TIDES, July 24, 2008

FFoorr SSaallee BByy OOwwnneerr
OOlldd RRoossee NNuurrsseerryy,, HHoorrnnbbyy IIssllaanndd BBCC

• Five acres, home, and nursery business

• Lovingly operated by Tony and Carol 
Quin for more than 20 years

• One of the few mail-order and retail 
‘own-root’ rose businesses in Canada

• Three greenhouses, excellent well, rose 
garden with more than 1,000 roses

•  Approved septic  • Low property taxes

Work at home with your own
home-business in a quiet, friendly

community near beaches and
mountain trails —  $775,000

For more photos and  information:
www.oldrosenursery.com

Phone: 250-335-2603   
Email: oldrose@telus.net

Established 30-year garden with ponds 

A PIRATES TREASURE
$309,000
This is a true treasure. Affordable waterfront
within 100km of Vancouver! For sale is a 1/3
share in 32 acres of waterfront on breathtaking
Lasqueti Island.This share includes a 400 SF
cabin located on a sunny rock outcropping over
looking Scotty Bay and Texada Island. This is a
water access property.

SATU RN A
ISLAND REALTY

Joan Combes, Broker/Owner
100 East Point Road

866.539.2121  fax 250.539.5567  
www.saturnarealty.com

Panoramic views of San Juans
13'x15' cabin with loft & deck
Maximum sunshine $385,000

Saturna Island Realty
10.25” x 2” 

HI RES - CMYK
July 16th, 2008

Stunning sw-facing waterfront
owners dock, well & driveway
adjacent to vineyard $499,950

Go Green

1-866-606-2237

WWW.NICKELBROS.COM

Go Green
A Recycled  House  Saves  Trees

Victoria  Nanaimo  Vancouver  

Seattle   Everett  Port Townsend  San Juan Islands

 MORE THAN 40 HOMES AVAILABLE

TRUST MEETING from page 1
communication corridors on Galiano Island and uncertainties
due to the effects of the Private Managed Forest Lands Act.’ 

The Islands Trust Act requires the Islands Trust Council to
adopt a Policy Statement that applies to every island in the
Islands Trust Area and to ensure that all land use bylaws are
consistent with its policies. The Policy Statement contains
general policies that are designed to preserve and protect the
unique amenities and natural environment of the Islands Trust
Area for the benefit of the residents of the Trust Area and of
British Columbia generally. 

The Trust Council’s special meeting will start on Wednesday,
August 13 at 6pm at the Mary Winspear Centre on Beacon
Avenue in Sidney and recess at approximately 9pm. The
Wednesday evening session will be used to introduce Trust
Council members to the Galiano bylaws. The meeting will
reconvene in the same location at 9am on Thursday, August 14
and will end after a decision has been reached. 

The meetings will be open to the public to observe unless
Trust Council goes in camera under the Community Charter.
Part of the Wednesday evening session is expected to be in
camera to discuss legal matters, while Council’s main period of
discussion and deliberation is expected to take place on
Thursday. 

‘At the local trust committee level, we have worked with our
community for two-and-a half-years to develop bylaws that
address a land use issue unique to Galiano Island,’ said Michael
Sharp, one of two Local Trustees for Galiano Island. ‘The advice

we have received is that our bylaws are both legal and consistent
with the Islands Trust Policy Statement. Bringing our bylaws
before the entire Trust Council is my first opportunity to defend
the work of the Local Trust Committee.’

‘These bylaws represent an effective and more broadly
supported land use solution for our island developed through
more than two years of public input, staff advice and careful
consideration, taking into account the tools provided in the
Islands Trust Act,’ said Roy Smith, the other Local Trustee for
Galiano Island. ‘If approved, I believe they would provide a high
level of preservation and protection and would provide a more
stable legal environment for implementation of our bylaws.
Every decision infers a certain amount of risk. I’m sure in August
the Islands Trust Council will be looking at what is the more
effective and secure approach: the approach of the existing
bylaws or the approach taken in the proposed bylaws.’ 

Prior to its consideration of the Galiano bylaws, the Executive
Committee received over 350 written submissions from
members of the public. ‘We have asked staff to forward the
correspondence we received to the Islands Trust Council so that
all members will have the same information we had to consider,’
said Benson. 

New written submissions will also be accepted if they are
submitted before 4pm on Wednesday, July 30. They can be sent
to the Executive Coordinator at 200–1627 Fort Street, Victoria,
BC V8R 1H8 or by e-mail to: msmith@islandstrust.bc.ca. 0

GOOD LIFE from page 2
for distance of transportation and reduced pesticide content. 

In any case, choices will be made! Will they be made by the
people who live here or by corporate efficiencies blind to the wealth
and characteristics of our region? But long ago I discovered that
just because something is legal, or is standard business practice,
doesn’t necessarily mean that it is right.

Not only must we move to a better life, because pollution and
habitat degradation are not sustainable, we can do so. If we so
chose, you and I are the Salish Sea’s future.

Peter Judd is a member of the Islands Sustainability Initiative
(ISUNI) on Mayne Island which is creating a book from this
Island Tides dialogue. Readers responses, ideas, and critique as
well as footnotes, amendments, errata, pictures, video, web
links and sundries will be made available at on the group’s
website as the project proceeds. 

A first response, from Island Tides editorial last edition,
is seen in the article ‘Divided Highway Islands-style’ by
Chris Scott, on page 13. 0

Vehicle idling bylaw
Members of the CRD Board have approved a Bylaw to reduce
unnecessary vehicle idling within the Capital Region. The Bylaw
will limit idling to a maximum of three consecutive minutes, with
some exceptions.

Municipalities and regions across Canada have enacted anti-
idling Bylaws, including the city of Victoria and Langford. The
request to consider an idling control Bylaw for the Region was
initiated by the CRD’s Roundtable on the Environment and Dr
Richard Stanwick, Chief Medical Health Officer, Vancouver
Island Health Authority (VIHA).

The region-wide bylaw restricting vehicle idling was
recommended by Dr Stanwick as a measure for the protection of
public health and to address health concerns due to visible
sources of pollution. A single CRD-wide bylaw will ensure
consistency across the Capital Region.

‘The passage of this bylaw in the CRD is an important step in
our fight against climate change and pollution in the region,’ said
CRD Board Chair Denise Blackwell. ‘I am very pleased that that
CRD has passed the Idling Control Bylaw. By alleviating
emissions from vehicles we will improve the air we breathe,
lessen pollution in our region and residents will save money on
gas.’

The bylaw will now be forwarded to the Minister of Health for
approval prior to its final adoption, most likely by fall of this year.
The proposed bylaw will be managed collaboratively between the
CRD and VIHA. 

To increase awareness of the purpose behind the Bylaw, the
CRD and VIHA will be exploring public education campaign
options. 0

SSAATTUURRNNAA ffrroomm ppaaggee 1133
hours for the dominant eagle to feed at her leisure. Authority was maintained
by a flare of wings and a small rush at whoever was out of line. Feast
participants rotated from dawn to sunset; small contingents of vultures and
immature eagles eventually having access. Ravens didn’t even approach the
feeding circle until the third day. By the end of the day the bones were drying
in the sun and wind.  

Finally, a mat of blue-green shiny flies covered the remains—eagle wings
to fly wings. There was never any sign of chewed bones-we must be short on
raccoons. Now it lies, bones held in place by dry skin, six feet from where it
originally lay; the grass trodden-down from all the activity, bits of eagle’s
down clinging to grass heads, crumbles of wool spread far and wide. What a
way to go—the ultimate recycling! Now, when I see those resident eagles
flying I’ll know what powers those 6-foot wings! 

The ‘Laird of Saturna’ Turns 90
‘Please come and join Jim on his 90th birthday!’ read the notice on the
bulletin board at the General Store. The Campbell family held the party at
their newly built barn. Lots of Islanders, family, and old friends joined in.
It was great fun for the community to celebrate Jim’s birthday and to
admire and appreciate the new barn. 

Clusters of people who hadn’t seen each other in years were gabbing
away animatedly in the hot sunshine, food in one hand and something to
drink in the other. Jim had three birthday cakes lit up like the legislature
buildings with candles.

Jim has a lovely way of speaking at celebratory occasions—brief, funny
and endearing with a twinkle in his blue eyes. He began by commenting on
the longevity of his parents and an appreciation for the genes he has
inherited and ended by saying how much he enjoys and appreciates his life
on Saturna and in Saturna’s community.  

Arriving in 1945, with degrees in agriculture from UBC, Jim and
Lorraine began to farm on her family’s sheep ranch and ran summer
cabins. Parents to four children, they have touched many lives with their
abundant hospitality, political endeavors and public service.   

Parks Canada Programs
It is fun to see the weekly postings for new Parks Canada natural history
talks and activities. Park interpreter Athena George has done a fabulous
job organizing these weekend opportunities. July has brought us: ‘Flying
Featherless Friends,’ a talk on our little brown bat; ‘Mud Detectives,’ an
exploration of the hidden world beneath the surface of the sand; East Point
‘Beach Day,’ about natural and cultural history; ‘Whales,’ featuring J, K
and L Orca pods; ‘Ferry Line-up Boredom Busters,’ a film and interactive
talk on eel grass meadows conveniently held at the community hall which
is located in the middle of the ferry lineup! What will August offer? 0

RECYCLED EWE

JIM & LORRAINE



BBuulllleettiinn BBooaarrdd
PAYMENT WITH ORDER ONLY - VISA CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED • Phone 250-629-3660, Fax 250-629-3838          Email: islandtides@islandtides.com • Next DEADLINE: July 30, 2008 
BULLETIN BOARD BOXED ADS – 1.5”, 2” & 3”– $20 per inch+gst— multi-issue discounts       BULLETIN BOARD WORD ADS  - $16.80  for 25 words or less, 27¢ per additional word

YOUR BUSINESS WILL BE SEEN ALL ACROSS THE
STRAIT OF GEORGIA, FROM AS LITTLE AS $30    

250-629-3660    islandtides@islandtides.com

D. A. SMITHSON 
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252  or
250-478-6937

SSppeecciiaalliizziinngg iinn…… 
PPVVCC DDeecckk MMeemmbbrraanneess &&
AAlluummiinnuumm RRaaiilliinnggss for

Sundecks, Garage Decks
and Roofdecks.

CCAALLLL DDAAVVEE WWOOOODDEE
CCOONNTTRRAACCTTIINNGG::

225500--553377--22999900 oorr 
11--880000--880044--66228888

SSeerrvviicciinngg tthhee GGuullff IIssllaannddss

AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

RReenntt oorr LLeeaassee
Quality Pre-Owned 

Cars & Minivans

GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

WWee wwiillll ppiicckk yyoouu uupp 
ffrroomm FFeerrrriieess && AAiirrppoorrtt

225500--665555--55003388
11--880000--880099--00778888

MMaaccDDoonnaalldd PPaarrkk RRooaadd,, SSiiddnneeyy

MMoonntthhllyy RReennttaallss 
ffrroomm $$555500

MMeennttiioonn tthhiiss aadd && ggeett
1100%% ooffff ffiirrsstt mmoonntthh’’ss

rreennttaall..

GGSSAA AAuuttoo RReennttaallss 

FFOORR RREENNTT

SSTTAANNDDIINNGG SSEEAAMM
MMEETTAALL RROOOOFFIINNGG

FFOO RR WWAATTEERR
CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIOONN SSYYSSTTEEMMSS

ALSO
TORCH-ON MEMBRANE

SHAKE & SHINGLE

Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

LA
NCE VAESENRROOOOFFIINNGG 

LLttdd..

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

Fax 250-383-2198

HHOOMMEE && PPRROOPPEERRTTYY SSEERRVVIICCEESS
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KLYNE
CONSTRUCTION

Project
Management

• Residential, multi-residential,
& commercial management

• High-end specialist
• Boat access locations 

welcome
• Serving Gulf Islands and 

Vancouver Island

Al Klyne 250-539-9887
alanklyne@telus.net

MMAARRIINNEE

HHEELLPP WWAANNTTEEDD
Bread Baker. Must be pleased to live
on Saturna Island, flexible hours, 16-
40 a week, self-motivated, strong
enough to lift 50 lb on a regular
basis, prefer experience-will train.
250-539-2591

FFOOUUNNDD
Budgie on board - Budgie found on
car deck of BC Ferries’ ship Spirit of
British Columbia. Call 604-328-6717
to identify and claim.

ISLAND 
EXPLORER
PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LTD.

Southern Gulf 
House & Cottage Rentals

Pender Island Long Term: This
property defines ‘Panoramic
Views’. Your own unique and
completely private aerie. West
Coast custom design on 13
acres, 3 bedrooms–$2000.

Licensed Property Management
on the Gulf Islands since 1994.

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

FFOORR SSAALLEE
Duncan Outdoor Swap Meet.
Saturdays & Sundays to
September’ish. Trans Canada Hwy
exposure. Vendors $20 for 2 days,
$15/day. Info: 250-709-1192 or
www.duncanswapmeet.com

Waterworks 
Bulk Water Delivery Ltd
• 3000gals Drinking Water •

Tank Filling, Cleaning,
Sales & Rentals

Pool Filling
CRD Health Approved
250-474-7912

FREE!
Scrap Car,

Truck, Bus &
Equipment 
REMOVAL

No Wheels?
No Problem!
Gulf Islands • Victoria

Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

660044..888855..00664466
aalluummiittuubbss@@tteelluuss..nneett

SSeecchheelltt,, BBCC

CCoommee oonn iinn!!
wwwwww..aalluummiittuubbss..ccoomm

WWoooodd--FFiirreedd
HHoott TTuubbss

Electric Bikes
Trikes & Scooters
Specially selected for

Gulf Islands use.
Fantastic new bike and

electric technology.
Call Louis Vallee 
250-539-5317

FAAC Gate
Control Systems

Custom Built
Aluminum Gates

Tait Technical
Solutions

Authorized Service Technician

250-537-5268
samander@telus.net

WWEELLLLNNEESSSS
SSiiddnneeyy BBooddyyTTaallkk

A balanced body can heal itself

Lorna Chant, CBP
250-686-9654

9764 Fifth Street, Sidney 
(second floor)

www.sidneybodytalk.com
Safe, Non-invasive, Amazing!

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

ISLAND
MARINE

Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile

Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

WATER TAXI
Serving All The

Southern Gulf Islands

Docside Charters
(based out of Swartz Bay)

250-217-4488

- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope

Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing

- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6”Water Collection Gutters

250-652-0599
www.flynn.caSchool District #64

(Gulf Islands)
Invites applications for the
following positions
commencing September 2,
2008:

• #35 – Woodworking, 
SIMS (0.225; Temp.)

• #36 – Gr. 8 teacher, 
SIMS (0.3; Temp.)

• #37 – Teacher Librarian, 
SIMS (0.275; Cont.)

• #38 – K-12 Ecological 
Educator, Saturna/SEEC
(1.0; Cont.)

• #39 – Counsellor
Galiano (0.125; Temp) 

• #40 – Counsellor Pender
0.35; Temp)

Please refer to School
District #64 website at
www.sd64.bc.ca/staff.html
for further information. 

These are job postings for
SD64 GITA members only.

• Residential and 
commercial well drilling

• Well pump and water 
treatment systems

• BC Licenced Driller 
since 1994

• FREE on-site consultation
• Hydro fracturing to 

improve low yield wells

1 866 834 1600  /   250 391 6107
www.alliancedrilling.ca

COMPLETE WATER 
WELL SERVICES

ALLIANCE DRILLING

PARLIAMENT from page 1
Charter reform. It would initially be composed
of national and regional parliamentarians but at
a later stage become a directly elected body.

The appeal was initiated by an international
campaign launched in May 2007. Comments
include:

‘A UN Parliamentary Assembly would make
the UN system more accountable and more
responsive to the collective needs and rights of
the world’s citizens.’
—Roméo Dallaire, Canadian Senator, former Force
Commander of UNAMIR, the United Nations Assistance

Mission for Rwanda

‘The establishment of a UN Parliamentary
Assembly would be an important step to bring
the UN closer to the world’s citizens.’
—Luís Maria de Puig, Spanish Senator, President of the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe

‘Through elected representatives the new
assembly would give ordinary citizens a voice in
international affairs. This would introduce a
new dynamic at the UN, something which
governments also might appreciate.’
—Amadi Bethel, deputy of the People’s Democratic Party,
Nigerian House of Representatives

‘The broad endorsement the appeal got from
elected representatives all over the world is a
major milestone. We will now reinforce our
efforts to achieve support from parliaments.’
—Mrs Anne-Marie Lizin, Belgian Senator, President of

Belgian Senate, 2004-2007

Signing The Appeal
‘Anyone who believes in a more democratic
world can sign the appeal by visiting
www.unpacampaign.org,’ says Fergus Watt,
Executive Director of the World Federalist
Movement-Canada, a member of the UNPA
Campaign steering committee. According to
Watt, ‘a United Nations Parliamentary
Assembly would help foster a sense of global
community and create a powerful constituency
for a United Nations system better equipped to
tackle the many challenges ahead.’ 0

for some fabulous music.
This year’s 26th festival is on the BC Day weekend (see ad, page 16).

Along with the music, and art and crafts on display and for sale, there’s a
children’s area with circus performers and kids’ yoga.

Go to www.filbergfestival.com to find out more about the artisans and
performers lined-up to showcase their talents and for other information
about the festival and the property. 

Looking at Affordable Housing On North
Pender

Every Island is concerned about affordable housing. As property values
have risen, speculative purchases have been made, summer rentals can
earn big bucks, and as the Islands have become gentrified, the pool of
affordable family rentals as well as house purchases has decreased
dramatically.

The Islands way-of-life has been predicated on a mix of incomes and on
young families as well as retirees. This vibrancy gives us a full range of
amenities from playgroups, through great performance groups, to
libraries—a pleasure to behold and exciting to be part of.

How can we protect, and create, our housing bank to continue this way-
of-life. Our Land Use Bylaws are still for the most part modeled on a
pioneering way of life–stake out your piece, clear the bush, build your
dwelling and put a fence around it. But is this (was it ever) the best model
for these tiny Islands? 

Fears of condo sprawl and apartment blocks have made us shy away
from any talk of multiple dwelling units, with good reason. However is there
a middle road of cooperative dwelling, which safeguards Island values but
provides modest housing for those on limited incomes, old and young?

Can we limit sprawl, keeping more forest intact, by having small areas of
denser housing. Can we create from our existing settlements, tiny villages;
simplifying transportation and still create our Islands’ quality of life.

North Pender Island’s affordable Housing committee is currently
conducting a survey as part of its consideration of affordable housing
options. What do Islanders think about legalized suites, duplexes and co-op
housing? The survey will start a change in the way Islanders look at
housing. Have you returned yours yet?

The survey will also determine the current ‘lay of the land’—whether
people rent or own, the cost of their housing, is it affordable? On October 4,
at a gathering at the Pender community hall the public can hear the
findings, making themselves more aware of the situations in which other
community members live. 0

RTI from page 6 KENYA from page 7

flashlights, Cognac, Grand Marnier (for medicinal purposes only)
and our only food—two bags of potato chips, were readied for the
daypacks. Our dark clothing and hiking boots were laid out.
Braving the big five in their own terrain was not a problem at this
point. We could have leapt over tall buildings and the animals too.
Any minute we expected someone from the lodge to come along
and give instructions. No one arrived. 

The night went still and quiet. What was happening? As Tig
had two beds in her room she said, ‘Do you want to move in?’ In
a flash I was in the other bed and burrowed under the covers. We
both lay still hiding beneath our blankets trying to calm our racing
hearts. Rational thought was not easy. Tigger was nattering on
about flashlights and shadow puppets and going down with
clean-shaven legs. Then it was, ‘Breathe deeply there is nothing
we can do. At least we are together.’ Eventually exhausted we
drifted off to sleep. 

Two hours later the firing started again, waking us. ‘I can’t
understand why no one has come around to the guests and
reassured us,’ I said. ‘Don’t they know what is going on? Has
something happened to the lodge staff?’ We slept fitfully while
listening to sporadic gunfire. The dawn finally arrived. The fans
came back on to cool us and the proch lights came on. The gunfire
ceased completely. I crawled back into my own bed for a few
minutes sleep and woke with relief to the resuming sounds of
birds and cicadas. 

As we staggered out for our rooms for the next game drive, I
collided with a very haggard looking manager. ‘What was going
on last night?’ I demanded, mustering as much indignation as my
fuzzy head would allow. ‘I’m terribly sorry,’ he said, ‘It was the
British Army on maneuvers. They hadn’t advised us in advance
and we didn’t want to wake anyone and alarm them! They were
supposed to have been five kilometers away and give us warning.
Again our apologies.’ Our long night of terror was now fading and
we were left with only total exhaustion and an additional apology
from the British Army. So much for a relaxing stay. 

Back out on our game drive. Joffrey, pale and wan from his
sleepless night, warned us as we again plowed through the now
deeper lakes of water, that the animals were dangerous so no
matter what happened; we had to stay in our van until help
arrived. My thought was that the two -legged variety are much
more dangerous and unpredictable. 0



Attractions & Accommodation
Vancouver Island & Around the Georgia Strait (plus the Pacific!)

MAUI 
Vacation Condos

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views

Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

CCAAMMPPGGRROOUUNNDD
In the filtered sunlight of an old
forest. 1o min walk via Mouat Park
trails to Ganges or 3 min drive. 

Visa, Mastercard, AmEx

305 Rainbow Rd
Salt Spring Island
250-537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com

Central Vancouver Island
‘HOLIDAY HOUSE’
B&B Motel • Rooms

Vacation Suites
FREE PICK-UP

20 min from Nanaimo Ferries
10 min from Nanaimo Airport

VICTORIA PICK-UP
Free with 1-week stay
1-888-310-2299

www.ladysmithoceanview.com
www.bbvacation.com
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Water Taxi Eco-Tours Whale Encounters 
Fishing Charters Boating Instruction

poetscruise@shaw.ca
www.poetscove.com

Pender Island
Oceanfront Suite

www.morningmoon.ca250-629-6579

Experience the restorative powers of nature

at Morning Moon Guest Suite

Affordable   •  Self contained

Spa treatments available

Five acres OVERLOOKING SILVA BAY
1 & 2 BEDROOM COTTAGES, fully equipped 
MARINA with fuel dock (VHF66A)
CAMPGROUND with showers & laundry
BOOK & MARINE CHART STORE

PAGE’S RESORT & MARINA

3350 Coast Road, Gabriola Is. 250-247-8931 www.pagesresort.com
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R
ed-fleshed apples are truly the apple of the future. At
Apple Luscious Organic Orchard on Salt Spring Island,
we grow 23 varieties. The novelty of biting into these

apples is amazing—you never have to encourage a child to eat
them—and they taste even better than they look. The first
reaction to biting into the red flesh is always, ‘Wow!’

Not only that, but the red colour is an indication that the fruit
has extra antioxidants, in the form of anthocyanins, that are
great health benefit. I predict that red-fleshed apples will become
the apples of the future,
in the same way that red
grapefruit has displaced
white grapefruit as the
common type. 

The most prolific,
most dynamic, most
creative and least know
apple breeder in North
America was Albert
Etter, a self-taught
genius of horticulture
who lived in Ettersberg,
Northern California
until his death in 1950.
His greatest and most lasting horticultural achievement was with
apples, to which he shifted focus in the late 1920’s. 

Fortunately, Etter was not inclined to put much faith in the
advice of ‘Eastern’ experts growing apples in less favourable
conditions. His intuition paid off. He loved to show how well
most apples grew in the hills of Ettersberg. He was also unique
in that he used unlikely breeding stock, including localized, wild
apple breeds and often included some crabapple breeds.

For his grafting, he was fortunate to obtain scionwood for
Surprise, a bright rosy pink-fleshed heritage apple variety from
the remote wilds of Turkestan, not highly rated in The Fruit and
Fruit Trees of North America (1869). Surprise grew much better
in the California climate, and it became the basis for Albert’s red-
fleshed apple breeding program.

Etter claimed to have created at least 30 red-fleshed apple
varieties, most probably open-pollinated seedlings of Surprise.
Etter was delighted with the great taste and beautifully red-
coloured flesh of his apples and told his neighbours that

someday his red-fleshed varieties would ‘grace the menus of San
Francisco’s most elegant hotel.’ However since the mindset of
the 1940s was not leaning towards change, it became difficult to
introduce new varieties. 

Albert gave scionwood from 40 of his apple varieties to
California Nursery Company (CNC) with the hope of introducing
the best to the public. Unfortunately, only Pink Pearl (a red-
fleshed variety) was really in any way successful, and is still
available to this day, even though Etter did not claim it to be his

best variety. CNC has discontinued or lost the
39 other varieties they recieved. And after
Etter’s death, most of his apples were
neglected and heading for extinction.

Fortunately, Ram Fishman, of Green
Mantle Nursery in Etterberg, California, has
taken on the task of rediscovering as many of
Albert Etter’s apple varieties as possible. He
has catalogued at least 15 red-fleshed
varieties.  

With his family, Ram would track down
any red-fleshed apple trees they could find,
attempting to differentiate, catalogue and
preserve them by propagating. This was no
easy task since the varieties were not only

scattered throughout their local area of Ettersberg, but appear to
have been growing in parts of Oregon, where Etter had
colleagues who probably shared his scionwood. In addition, Ram
had the difficult task of trying to match Etter’s names such as
Hoover Redflesh to the rediscovered red-flesh varieties. Quite a
challenge.  

To Ram Fishman we owe a great deal of thanks. Not only has
he revived these varieties, probably with little financial reward,
but in some cases, he has saved these varieties from extinction.
Rubiyat (a red-fleshed variety), for instance, was a decrepit
fragment of a tree when Ram discovered it and fortunately, his
first attempt at grafting succeeded, for by the following year, the
original tree had been, in Ram’s words, ‘bulldozed over by some
pesky cows.’ 

Salt Spring’s 10th Apple Festival is coming up at the end of
September—an opportunity to celebrate this wonderful food.
Over 350 varieties of organic apples are grown on the Island.
Red-fleshed apples will be this year’s theme. 0
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WINTER RED FLESH (CRABAPPLE) AND HIDDEN ROSE

B:C:Clettes ride and dance
to inspire Islands’ cyclists
A new and different inspiration to get you on you bike is coming
to the Islands, the Wheely Fun Bike Tour. Starting July 24, the
B:C:Clettes dance troupe will put on five shows around southern
Vancouver Island and Salt Spring: at Duncan’s Folk Music
Festival, at Salt Spring’s farmers’ market, at a leadership
convention in Metchosin, and on the street in Ladysmith and
Victoria. 

Cycling 260km in seven days, the B:C:Clettes, fourteen of
Vancouver’s most dedicated female cyclists, are literally taking
their show on the road, including props, costumes, custom-built
boom-box trailer and their camping gear. ‘We are not doing this
because we are getting paid, nor because we like to suffer. We
actually ride our bikes because it’s wheely fun!’ says dancer and
Vancouver-based artist RedSara Ross.

The Clettes perform salsa, hip-hop, modern, and Vegas-style
numbers about issues that come up when you adopt a bike
lifestyle, such as bike theft, helmet safety, aggressive drivers and
looking hot. Most of these sound like urban cycling issues but we
may still be inspired to dance or cycle.

Performances incorporate bike parts, props, theatre, spoken
word, and comedy; but the bulk of the spectacle is hot dance
moves set to funky music, inventive choreography, cute outfits
(all red and black), and a great attitude. ‘It’s true, part of what we
do is look fabulous, healthy and sexy. There is definitely a bit of
rock star to us all. But we do it for a purpose and that is what
makes our shows so engaging,’ says Ross.

The 3-year-old Clettes have performed at over 50 events,
including Portland’s Multnomah County Fair, a celebration with
Gordon Price, a show for Biennale LIVE in Vancouver, halftime
at the Terminal City Roller Girls’ derby, Illuminares, and many
farmer’s markets and bike-culture celebrations. (A memorable
performance was had in Los Angeles, when a police squad
temporarily provided spotlight duty.) The troupe also run
workshops and give advice to new cyclists.

‘We celebrate the power of individuals to make a difference
in this world by working together. We like to think that our
performance troupe will inspire someone else to be a rock star,
or to ride their bike to work, or maybe even save the world!’
exclaims Ross.

The all-female members of the B:C:Clettes range in age from
20 to 45 and come from a variety of backgrounds and
occupations, including architecture, chemical and electrical
engineering, community planning, visual arts, communications
and journalism, bicycle maintenance and repair, education and
outreach, accounting, performance arts, environmental science,
and graphic design.

If you can’t get to one of the shows, get a taste of what bicycle-
inspired dance is about, check out
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aCPhv0uAgkw. More
information is available on bcclettes.ca. 0

DNA analysis is
untangling mystery of
washed ashore feet
Using recent DNA analysis, the BC Coroners Service (BCCS) has
confirmed remains of a right foot found on February 8, 2008, on
Valdes Island and the remains of a left foot found on June 16,
2008, on Westham Island are from the same male. The BCCS
has also determined that the right foot found on Kirkland Island
on May 22, 2008 is from a female. 

DNA profiles are now completed for the matched feet as well
as the right male feet found on Jedediah Island and Gabriola
Island. Work to obtain a complete DNA profile for the foot found
on Kirkland Island continues. The BCCS uses information on
physical characteristics from exams by forensic pathologists and
anthropologists, along with DNA  analysis of the feet in order to
build the most enhanced profile possible for each. 

Found remains profiles are maintained in a provincial
database for future comparisons until identifications are
determined. BCCS and police are in the process of taking this
enhanced information on the matched feet and comparing it
with other BC found remains profiles and any missing persons
profiles to search for similarities or links. This is a collaborative
and time-consuming process. Where a link is established, the
new information will be analysed and evaluated to determine
whether or not the link is viable. 

Investigations by the RCMP, Delta Police Department and
the Coroners Service to determine identities for the remaining
three right feet found between August 2007 and May 2008 in the
waters around Jedediah Island, Gabriola Island and Kirkland
Island are ongoing. It is not known at this time what association,
if any, the DNA-matched feet have to the remaining three right
feet.

In all cases, these remains appear to have naturally separated
(disarticulated) from the body. There is no forensic evidence at
this  time to support anything other than disarticulation as there
are no tool or trauma marks on the remains. Factors that
contribute to disarticulation include water temperature,
decomposition and predation from marine life. Due to a variety
of variables it is very difficult to determine how long remains
may have been in water. 0


