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Galiano beaver comes up for a snack. Islands residents are also starting to surface to see if spring is in the offing.

VANCOUVER  
INT’L AIRPORT

We’re all about the Islands

Our Islands. Our World.
S E A P L A N E SS E A P L A N E S

For scheduled flight info call 

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at 
seairseaplanes.com

• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at 

Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

Island Tides first edition
of the year was published
one week earlier to allow
for election coverage. Our

next publication date is
Feb 9, deadline Feb 1.

New Port Browning
coast guard station
Sheila Flynn
It is with considerable pleasure that  (CCGA-P)
Canadian Coast Guard Pacific Region’s Auxiliary Unit
20/Salish Sea announces the arrival of our new float
and station, moored beside our emergency response
vessel, the Nu-to-Yu II, at Port Browning.   This station
means that we will be warm and dry as we get ready to
respond to a marine emergency. It gives us a space to

store our gear, a place to complete our paperwork, and
somewhere to get warm after having been out on the
water in the cold and the rain. 

Once again, our sincerest thanks to all those in the
community (Pender Island Community Services,
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 239, and the Pender
Island Lions Club) who have financially supported this
venture; we couldn’t have done it without this support.
Many thanks also to Lou Henshaw at Port Browning,
and Brian Elliott and John Maleta at Sound Passages,
for giving us space to moor our boat and station.

We will be having an Open House and Dedication
Ceremony on January 28, at 11am, at Port Browning
Marina. The community is welcome to come and
explore the station, have a look at the boat, and
discover just what it is that we do!  For more
information, call 250-629-6252 or contact
sheilaflynn@cablelan.net. 0

Salt Spring town hall meeting seeks
power line alternatives
A lively ‘town hall’ meeting on Salt Spring
Island on Saturday, January 7, saw opponents
of the construction of a new high voltage power
line across the Island out in force. The meeting,
held by the BC Utilities Commission (BCUC), is
preliminary to upcoming public hearings on
two alternative approaches to supplying
additional power to Vancouver Island from the
Mainland. Another similar meeting was held in
Tsawwassen on January 14.

The Ganges meeting, held in the ArtSpring
meeting and exhibit area, started promptly at
11am with the Raging Grannies and the
Powerline Song. The place was ‘full to
overflowing’ in the words of one participant.
There were some 25 speakers, and the meeting
was over by 4:35.

Three BCUC commissioners were there:
Chairman Robert Hobbs, Commissioners
Nadine Nicholls and Lisa O'Hara, along with
some BCUC staff and officials  from BC
Transmission Corporation and Sea Breeze
Converter Corp. They listened, took few notes,
and asked no questions.

Alternative Proposals
The BC Transmission Corporation (originally
part of BC Hydro) has proposed the replacement
of the existing DC power lines on the existing
right of way with high-voltage AC power lines
(this is known as the VITR project). The right of
way runs across Galiano, Parker, and Salt Spring
Islands; fifty-year-old submarine cables cross the
Strait of Georgia and Trincomali Channel, and
high-level cables cross Montague Harbour and
Sansum Narrows. 

But as an alternative, Sea Breeze Power
Corporation, a public company, has proposed
that Vancouver Island’s anticipated power
needs be supplied by underwater and
underground ‘HVDC Light’ power cables (this
is termed the VIC project) directly to the
Victoria area; or from the Olympic Peninsula in

the State of Washington to Victoria (across the
Strait of Juan de Fuca); or both.

The BC Utilities Commission, which must
grant a ‘Certificate of Public Convenience and
Necessity’ (CPCN) before either new crossing of
Georgia Strait may be built, has decided to
combine the hearings and public consultation
process for both. 

Seabreeze’s proposal for the Juan de Fuca
Cable project will also require a CPCN from the
National Energy Board, since it crosses the
international boundary.

Opposition to Salt Spring
Power Lines

The existing power lines occupy a right of way
through a number of rural valleys, across the
north side of Ganges Village, close to the
hospital, seniors’ housing, and many houses, and
across Mount Erskine over parkland. To quote
the IRAHVOL (Island Residents Against High
Voltage Overhead Lines) presentation, ‘a more
picturesque route could not have been chosen’. 

At the January 7 meeting, IRAHVOL
represented the leading edge of the opposition
to building new power lines on the existing
right of way. Their objective was to persuade
BCUC to approve a completely subsea route
which would avoid the Islands altogether, and
use ‘HVDC Light’ technology. The existing
transmission towers, they proposed, could be
taken down and the right of way easements
cancelled. Their chairperson, Enid Turner,
received a noisy standing ovation at the
conclusion of her presentation.

When the original overhead power line was
built, some fifty years ago, the Gulf Islands were
largely unpopulated, and Salt Spring had only a
tenth of its present population. Now, the Gulf
Islands are one of Canada’s  most important
recreational and residential areas, and the

Queen of
Nanaimo
returns after
four month refit
The venerable Queen of Nanaimo
returned to service on Saturday,
January 14 after an extensive $14
million refit. 

The vessel, which services Route#9
(Tsawwassen–Gulf Islands), has
received a significant overhaul during
her four-month absence. The refit
included installing four marine
evacuation slides and rafts; surveying
and painting the hull; replacing
structural steel; renewing the deck
plating; updating structural fire
protection; renewing and upgrading
boilers; installing a new  oily-water
separator; and rebuilding the main
propeller shafts and controllable pitch
propellers. The prime contractor for
the refit was Deas Pacific Marine Inc,
BC Ferries’ wholly-owned subsidiary
located in Richmond, BC.  

Improvements to customer
amenities include new flooring,
lighting and furniture, upgraded
washrooms, a redesigned cafeteria with
the addition of Bread Garden
sandwiches, a new 540 square foot
Passages gift shop and a children’s play
area. 

Travellers will notice that there are
no newspaper boxes in the new
configuration. However Island Tides is
still on-board. Through a contract with
Certified Folder Inc, you will find your
copy in the brochure and magazine
racks. These 1,000 plus copies are now
quite a bit more expensive to provide so
please recycle where possible,
especially if you are already getting one
mailed too you. The temptation to get
an early peek at the news is strong, we
know, but we need enough for all the
weekenders and visitors, too. 

Island Tides would like to hear from
you on the Queen of Nanaimo’s new
arrangement for your newspaper as
well as your reaction to the old girl’s
make-over! 0
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Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

DERRICK POWER
SERVICES

250-740-5075
• Home Renovations & Improvements
• Hardwood/Laminated Flooring
• Doors & Windows
• Decks (inc. vinyl decking) & Fences
• Interior/Exterior Painting
• Pressure Washing/Gutter Cleaning

Quality Work & Friendly Service 
Now Serving the Gulf Islands

Going Somewhere?
whittome’s travel

60 Station Street, Duncan

1-800-434-05661-800-434-0566
travel.whittome@shawcable.comtravel.whittome@shawcable.com

BC-based Raincoast Conservation Foundation, with the support
of five coastal First Nations, has bought one of the largest trophy
hunting licenses in North America in an unprecedented move to
make conservation the primary objective in managing wildlife–
not sport or profit. 

No public funds were used for the purchase of the $1.35
million commercial license, which covers an area of more than
20,000 square kilometres of wildlife rich habitat, including
grizzly bear, black bear and the rare white Spirit or Kermode
bear, along with wolf, cougar and wolverine populations.

‘Buying the commercial trophy hunting rights is a major first
step towards shutting down the carnivore trophy hunt on the
coast of BC,’ said Ian McAllister, conservation director for
Raincoast. ‘The next move is in the hands of the province.’

The license purchase follows years of controversy over the
trophy hunting of large carnivores in the Great Bear Rainforest,
including First Nations’ opposition to the sport hunt, decisive
action by the European Union to ban the importation of grizzly
bear parts from BC and threats of international boycotts from

the tourism industry.
‘We view this unprecedented initiative as part of a larger

effort to create a conservation-based economy on the central
coast,’ said Wuikinuxv Nation chief Alex Chartrand. ‘Our value
system does not support killing animals for trophies and our
communities are working hard to develop a sustainable wildlife
viewing industry.’ 

The wildlife-viewing sector in the Great Bear Rainforest is
growing exponentially and represents increasing employment
opportunities for coastal communities. 

‘Promoting sustainable businesses like wildlife viewing
makes economic sense—the tourism industry applauds the
work of Raincoast and the coastal First Nations,’ said Eric
Boyum, of BC Commercial Bear Viewing Association. The
license will be operated by Raincoast Outfitters Ltd, while Land
Use Plans are negotiated with the provincial government.
Individual donors from nine countries contributed to the license
purchase; the vast majority came from Canadian sources. 0

Raincoast takes control of coastal trophy hunt in Great
Bear Rainforest 

Still Square Dancing ~ Patrick Brown

T
his election campaign is so long I get a second kick at the
cat. Or whatever animal it is—something from the
Burgess Shales, that fossilized treasure trove of

improbable creatures that all look as though they were designed
by a committee, and a dysfunctional one at that.

My first kick was, of course, wrong.
I thought that we might see a contest of ideas. It didn’t

happen. What we got was a hodge-podge of ‘promises’ targeted
at particular segments of voters and aimed at a quick, simple
cure of whatever seemed to be the problem of the hour. 

What we didn’t get, from either the Liberals, Conservatives or
the NDP, was any vision of a future Canada.  I suppose we did
get such a vision from the Bloc Quebeçois, but it was a vision
only of Quebec, and not a very clear one at that.  In fact the Bloc’s
tunnel vision hardly includes Canada.

Maybe visions are too scary for politicians, who thrive on
what they are pleased to call ‘pragmatic’ politics (whatever
appears to work right now). Maybe visions are too scary for
voters.

Not for this one. I was looking for Canada, not a squabbling
collection of fragmented regions. I was looking for a nation that
would make a difference in a needy world, not one whose foreign
policy displayed no convictions, no objectives, no principles
other than self-interest and the desire to stay out of trouble with
our declining neighbour. 

I was looking for an intelligent democracy that represented
Canadians, rather than a president who would tell us how to
think (or ignore us altogether). I hoped that public financing of
political parties would encourage independent thought, not a
continuation of pandering to interest groups. I was looking for
leadership, and what I got was low-grade TV acting.

As far as the campaigns were concerned, I would have liked

competency, at least. What I got was exemplified by the young
man who telephoned me from a call centre in Halifax asking for
my support for a candidate I’d never heard of running in a riding
he could not identify, and who could not give me a single reason
why I should vote for the party he thought he represented. There
may be something charming about true amateurism, but not
when the future of the country is at stake.

As far as the media were concerned, I hoped for intelligence
and analysis. There was some, but the majority of coverage
belonged on the sports pages, and the trend at the moment is not
encouraging. 

As a member of the media, I plead guilty to the cynicism
expressed in the political square dance I described in the last
issue. But I still think it’s a good metaphor. Stephen says he’ll
dance with Jack, but Jack says he won’t dance with Stephen.
Jack has a spat with Paul, because he might steal his votes, like
last time. Gilles dances by himself; Stephen would like a partner
but won’t commit. The Green Party gets to watch.

I suggested that with the Bloc poised to take 20% of the seats
in Parliament, a minority government is inevitable. I take that
back; nothing is inevitable, just likely. 

Similarly, yet another Quebec referendum is not inevitable,
just likely. But Quebec cannot negotiate separation from Canada
and still hold 25% of the seats in Canada’s parliament. So it won’t
quite separate. 

And maybe the Conservatives could not govern without the
support of the Bloc. So they might want to keep Quebec in
Canada, but at the same time keep the Bloc happy. Clearly a
recipe for farce and misrule.

One last thought—if we are going to have minority
governments anyway, why don’t we have Proportional
Representation? 0

BC TRANSMISSION from page 1
centre of our newest National Park. 

Speakers at the meeting made the point that constructing a
new overhead power line across the Islands was no longer
acceptable, particularly bearing in mind that it would be there
for another fifty years. Specific clauses in the Salt Spring Official
Community Plan oppose any expansion of the power line.

BCTC’s VITR project, they charged, was conceived ten years
ago, when ‘HVDC Light’ technology was not yet available. This
new technology, which permits high capacity power lines to be
laid on the sea bottom and buried in narrow trenches on land,
drastically reduces the ‘ecological footprint’ of power
transmission, and makes wide clear cut powerline slashes
unnecessary. Speaker after speaker at the Ganges meeting
accused BCTC of being unwilling to consider this alternative. In
fact, BCTC had stated that a significant advantage of building a
new power line with more and taller towers was the ability to use
the existing right-of-way.

Electromagnetic Radiation (EMF) and
Other Concerns

Overhead power lines produce electromagnetic radiation, which
increases with the strength of the current transmitted and with
proximity to the line. There is evidence to suggest that this may
contribute to an increased incidence of cancers among people
who live close by, and this is the major concern of power line
opponents. The IRAHVOL paper pointed out that a recent
proposal to place a cellphone antenna on top of the Ganges Fire
Hall had been defeated because of concerns about EMF.

On the other hand, DC lines buried in pairs result in forces
that cancel each other out, minimizing this hazard.

Other concerns voiced at the meeting focussed on reduced
property values; in fact, some property owners claimed that
since BCTC makes money from the power transmission, they
should pay rent for their easement.

Are They Listening?
Since the commissioners initiated no discussion, some
participants got the idea that BCUC had already made up its
mind. This impression of bias was similar to what had happened
at the GSX hearings some months earlier. One speaker accused
BCUC of conducting a ‘pretend’ public consultation.

BCUC’s mandate is to consider the economics and technical
feasibility of proposals. The environmental and socio-economic
impacts of proposals are considered by the provincial Ministry
of the Environment in their review process. Therefore some of
the arguments advanced by the speakers at the Salt Spring
meeting may not have concerned the BCUC Commissioners.  

It is expected that while the BCUC will carry out a
comparison of the Seabreeze and BCTC proposals, the
environmental review process will only consider the ‘winner’ of
the BCUC review. Therefore, there will be no comparison of the
environmental and socio-economic impacts of the two
proposals.

This flaw in the review process was apparent in the
consideration and hearings of the Duke Point gas fired
generation proposal, and also the National Energy Board
hearings on the GSX gas pipeline.

Comparative Economics
However, there is still lots for BCUC to chew on. Seabreeze’s
proposal, which not only suggests an alternative for power
transmission from the Mainland to Vancouver Island but also a

Salt Spring Island: #1103-115 Fulford-Ganges Road
Doug Guedes • 1-250-537-5527

Sidney: A2 - 9769 Fifth Street
Jason McCutcheon • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)

Brentwood Bay:  7178 W. Saanich Rd
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)

Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd.
Saanichton: #2-7855 East Saanich Road 
Dan Olive  • 1-800-663-0807 

www.seafirstinsurance.com

Call Us Toll Free for Quotes on:
• Homeowners • Farm
• Commercial • Bed & Breakfasts

autoplan
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• harvesting systems
• design
• installation
• service

BOB BURGESS 
tel. 250-246-2155

bburgess@pacificcoast.net
www.rainwaterconnection.com

We supply:
• steel cisterns –   

polypropylene-lined, 
5,000 – 30,000 gal.

• roof washers, debris
pails, high capacity 
filters

"See Li for all your Gulf Islands Real Estate!"

Maple Bay:  Wonderful easy access
oceanfront, approx 500 ft of frontage, dock
& foreshore lease, log cottage, 10 acres,
S/SW/W exposures, orchard, pasture.
$1,850,000

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, charming
country home, forest with trails, easy care
garden, steps to terrific beach. Great
retirement choice! $525,000

Salt Spring Island: Panoramic oceanviews,
4 bed / 5 bath home, living room, family,
den, all day sun, B&B potential, close to
town. Don’t overlook this! $835,000

Galiano Island: Spectacular oceanviews,
54.36 acres, custom home, guest cottage,
pond, walk to marine park. $925,000

"See Li for Successful Solutions!"

Li Read
Re/Max Salt Spring

Each office independently 
owned and operated.

Salt Spring Island : Restored / renovated
approx. 1908 character house, 5 bed / 3
bath, 9ft ceilings, Fir floors, guest / inlaw

accommodation, patio, orchard.
Charm! $639,000

Toll-free: 1-800-731-7131 
Fax: 250-537-4287

Email: islands@liread.com
Website: www.liread.com

Salt Spring Island: Oceanview, 2 bed / 2
bath house, hardwood floors, super
kitchen, sep guest 2 bed cottage,
workshop / barn, tack room bldg, riding
ring, 5.53 acres, pasture. Ready for horses!
$899,000

NORTH PENDER ISLAND
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE

NORTH PENDER ISLAND OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN (OCP) REVIEW

NOTICE OF COMMUNITY INFORMATION MEETINGS 

The North Pender Island Local Trust Committee is holding two Community Information Meetings
to encourage public comments on the draft revisions to North Pender Island’s Official Community
Plan (OCP). The purpose of the meetings is to provide a forum for  anyone wishing to ask questions
or make comments or suggestions on the draft revisions to the OCP.  The local trustees and Islands
Trust staff will be at the meetings to facilitate discussion and to provide background on the OCP
revisions.    

Key background documents, including copies of the draft revisions and maps, can be viewed on-
line at the Islands Trust website (www.islandstrust.bc.ca).  Follow the links to Island Governments
/ North Pender / Current Topics.  Copies of the draft revisions to the OCP can also be obtained from
the CRD office at the Driftwood Centre or at the Islands Trust office in Victoria.

www.islandstrust.bc.ca
information@islandstrust.bc.ca

DATE TIME
SATURDAY, JANUARY 28TH, 2006 11:00 AM
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11TH, 2006 11:00 AM

LOCATION: St. Peter’s Anglican Church Hall, Pender Island

Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

T
he year 2006 is here, we are already
halfway through a decade since the
millennium! In contrast to Christmas,

which is such a getting together time (sharing of
food and gifts, songs and ceremonies—an
abundance of love) New Year’s day is solitary.
Taking the time for reflection and evaluation
comes easily. I like to go through my house, my
possessions, and my desires and see where the
energy of a new year and new ways of thinking
go together. I like making room for movement
and change.

Warm, rainy days are great for indoor work,
and inspiring because the garden is waking up
and growing. Clean windows are a joy, and with
all the Christmas decorations away the
sprouting green outside moves the focus from
cozy inside to thoughts of spring. We have a
small bird chorus that starts about 8am when
the ‘dawn’ has enough heft to start lighting the
day.

And the rain! Everyone has had to get out a
range of raingear: for going to town, outside
work and for visiting! The chickens have given
up staying in the coop to wait  it out. It has
rained long enough and hard enough that every
house and shed have been thoroughly  leak and
drainage tested. 

This is a perfect time to visit all of your
favorite waterfalls. The view of the stream, from
the waterfall trail that goes into Lyall Harbour
valley is gorgeous. Bursting with white froth and
jumping the banks—the roar is huge before the
stream shoots off the waterfall lip and smashes
onto the rocks far below. Narvaez Bay also has a
fine waterfall draining from Monarch Head into
the little bay.

Saturna School News
Saturna Island School is the 2005 winner of the
silver edition of the Big Heart Award as part of
the May 2005 Jump Rope for Heart Event. This
honour is based on the amount of money raised
per child. Our School raised $149.50 per
student ($1,196), which was also the second-
best total in our half of the province! A very
commendable effort, thanks to the community
for their generous donations and to our hard
working PAC parents and school kids. Saturna’s
next Jump Rope for Heart event will be held on
May 25. 

On December 1, the kids, their parents, the
teachers, and two of our high school students,
who are using the Saturna Student Learning
Center for their high school program, went to
the  Vancouver Aquarium for an overnight with
the Beluga whales, and then to a hands-on,
informative session with Environment Canada. 

The Saturna School Christmas Concert was
well executed, attended and much appreciated
by the community. 

Start saving your pennies for the school kids!
In February, the kids will have a penny drive to
raise funds for leukemia research. They will do
many math projects with the donated pennies
before they send them in. Yesterday, they set up
the big school aquarium, in anticipation of the
salmon eggs that will be arriving this week. 

With the Winter Olympics as a theme, the
students have each chosen to research one
participating country then follow its progress in
the Games. It is wonderful to have our new
principal, Steve Dunsmuir and Lura, and their
children Ben, Emily and Natalie in the school
community and participating in the larger
Saturna community.

New CRD Director Visits
On Saturday, January 7, Susan DeGryp, our
Capital Regional District director (who lives on
Pender Island) , came to Saturna to meet
Islanders and hear their concerns. Ms DeGryp
was acclaimed to the position in last
November’s election. Saturna Community Club
chairperson, Jacques Campbell lead the

afternoon meeting held at the Rec Centre. Ms
DeGryp briefly noted what CRD programs have
an impact on Saturna, and concluded with local
issues discussions on the building inspection
process, recycling, the possibility of privatizing
the Saturna Water System, the status of East
Point Park and its use by the community, and
the Parks and Recreation Commission in
general.

Island Events
The Recreation Centre held a very successful
New Year’s Eve fundraiser dinner-dance. About
$1,500 was raised through the hard working
efforts of various Islanders, especially Beth
Jones, Maryrose Smith, and Amber Jensen.

Sports Nights  have been organized at the
Recreation Centre. You will need to buy a
membership and pay a $2 drop-in fee. For all
sports, appropriate footwear is required to
maintain the gym floor in good condition. The
evening sports line-up (7-10pm) is;
Tuesday–badminton, Thursday–table tennis,
and Friday– basketball. Bring your badminton
racquets and ping-pong paddles. Volleyball will
soon be offered.

On January 28, the Saturna Lions will host
the Robbie Burns Dinner at the Rec Centre. This
evening features the traditional dinner and the
piping in of the Haggis by the Pender Island
Pipers. There will be traditional toasts and
readings. A silent auction will be held with
bidding for donated services and or time and
expertise. Call Leslie Mayher or Al and Kathy
Stonehouse if you wish to perform or donate.

All-Candidates Meeting
On Thursday, January 12, the Community Club
held a meeting at the Community Hall for the
candidates of our Saanich–Gulf Islands
constituency. Starting with a potluck dinner at
5:30pm, the presentations and questions began
at 7pm. 

Jennifer Burgis (NDP), Andrew Lewis
(Green), Gary Lunn, (Conservative), and Sheila
Orr (Liberal) addressed the meeting and took
questions from the floor. Community Club
director, Dan Thachuk, organized and chaired
the meeting, keeping the questions and answers
reasonably concise and the meeting on track
with humour and direction. He thanked the
candidates for their quick response and
willingness to make the long trip for 215 voters.
Apparently it is the food that keeps the
candidates coming—according to the
candidates we are the only All-Candidates
meeting that provides a leisurely supper, and a
good one at that, before the actual meeting takes
place! 

Jacques Campbell reminded the candidates
that from time to time Saturna Islanders call on
our representatives for help with Island matters
and it is a benefit to know them and for them to
know us. (Jennifer Burgess commented that
some of her most challenging questions come
from Saturna.)

Dan Thachuk gave a brief biography of each
of the candidates allowing him to conclude at
the end that we have candidates with a
‘remarkable breadth of knowledge and passion’
hoping to serve us. 

In the two hours many questions were
covered. Elizabeth McColl asked, ‘If you were
the Prime Minister tomorrow which issue
would you address first?’ Sheila Orr (Liberal),
children’s rights; Andrew Lewis (Green Party),
extending Charter Rights and Freedoms to
include clean air and water; Jennifer Burgis
(NDP), publicly funded health care; Gary Lunn
(Conservative) seeing that health care waits are
shortened. 

Ilio Bertolami asked what did the oath of
allegiance that Members of Parliament take

SATURNA, please turn to page 11

Reserves of green energy
British Columbia has huge reserves of green
power that could stimulate enormous
economic development and employment
opportunity, with as many as 400,000 new
jobs over 25 years, and establish BC as a leader
in renewable energy, according to a report
released in November by the BC Sustainable
Energy Association (BCSEA).

Tallying the province’s green energy potential
from wind, solar, tidal, geothermal and other
technologies, combined with energy-savings
from efficiency measures, would produce 84,000
gigawatt hours (GWh) a year. This is 50% more
than BC Hydro’s current total generation and
enough power for 8.4 million homes.

‘BC can be a global leader in green energy
technologies if it chooses to,’ said Guy Dauncey,
BCSEA president and author of the report,
Sustainable Energy Solutions for BC, prepared
as a submission to the BC Alternative Energy
and Power Technology Task Force. The Task
Force is expected to release its findings soon.
BC Hydro is also due to release its 2005
Integrated Electricity Plan that will outline how
BC Hydro expected to meet anticipated
customer electrical demand in 20 years but this
has been delayed by the government.

The BCSEA report identifies tidal energy as
BC’s largest long-term source of potential
power: 13,000 GWh/year. A further 12,500
GWh/year could be freed up by 2025 by saving
electricity currently used wastefully. BC also
has the potential for 11,000 GWh a year of wind
energy. Full- and part-time jobs created over
the 25-year period total 413,000 jobs, including
installation of solar PV roof systems and

retrofitting homes and businesses to double
their energy efficiency. The report draws on BC
Hydro energy resource data and a variety of
employment studies to arrive at these
conclusions.

‘BC’s impressive solar energy potential is very
similar to that of Germany, a world-leader in
solar installations thanks to progressive
government energy policies,’ said Kevin Pegg, of
Energy Alternatives Ltd, a Victoria solar, wind
and microhydro company. ‘Washington State
recently announced incentives to grow their
renewables industry: If they can do it, so can we.’

‘The challenge is not technical,’ said Guy
Dauncey. ‘It lies with the decision to prioritize
sustainable energy over other sources, such as
coal, coal-bed methane, natural gas, or large-
scale hydro.’ BC Hydro is currently following a
voluntary commitment that 50% of its energy
will come from ‘clean’ resources, which
includes cogeneration from natural gas. BC
Hydro’s 2005 Integrated Electricity Plan may
conclude that BC’s future power should come
from green resources such as those described in
the BCSEA report, or from coal-fired power,
the Site-C dam, natural gas, or a combination of
these sources.

‘Deploying these resources will require a
transition over several years along with some
transition costs,’ said Dale Littlejohn, a
Vancouver sustainable energy consultant and
BCSEA director, ‘but we can do this profitably
while improving jobs, health and the economy.
As a bonus, we can make BC fossil-fuel free by
2025 and set an example for the rest of the
world.’ 0
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Editorial

A
t this point in the never-ending countdown to Canada’s
latest federal election, the odds are in favour of a minority
government. Just whether it would be a Liberal or a

Conservative minority is uncertain.There seems to be little real
difference between their platforms. Both have ‘targeted’ planks
at ethnic groups, parents, students, the ‘middle class’, city
dwellers, business, people concerned about gun violence, and so
on. Both have promised to clean up government corruption. 

Neither of the two leading parties concentrate on Canada as
a nation, but only on the self-interest of specific groups of
voters—in most cases the same groups. The Liberals would
reduce your income tax and try to organize your childcare (in
close co-operation with ten provincial and three territorial
governments); the Conservatives would reduce the GST and pay
grandma’s bus fare to come over and look after the kids. 

Neither party has revealed a vision for Canada’s future,
possibly because they don’t have one, or maybe because if you
understood it, you wouldn’t like it. But with the acquiescence of
the media, both have run campaigns that attempt to make their
guy look as ‘Prime Ministerial’ (read presidential) as possible. 

But ‘looking presidential’ is no substitute for leadership and
vision. So the question becomes: ‘Who do you trust?’ At this
point, the answer for many Canadians is: neither of them. 

So what can the poor benighted voter do? 
Most voters would like to support the local candidate or

national party with a plan that is best for Canada. Not a chance.
And since it is not very likely that either of the two leading parties
would likely have a working majority in the next Parliament,
there’s no guarantee that they would be able to deliver on any of
their promises anyway.

Voting Against
Many Canadian voters, reluctant to vote for one of the two leading
parties, have learned how to vote against a party. This is called
strategic voting; you vote for someone you dislike in order to
prevent the election of someone you like even less. The Liberals
traded on this in the 2004 election to encourage voters to support
them in order to ensure that the Conservatives would not become
government. With the waning intelligence of superannuated
generals fighting the last war, both the Liberals and the media have
defined strategic voting the same way this time.

But it’s not the same this time. After all, the same argument

is being made by the Conservatives: vote for us and throw the
rascals out. In fact, much of the Conservative campaign (and
virtually all of the Bloc Quebeçois campaign in Quebec) consists
of just this.

It is, regrettably, but a short step from this to disliking all the
parties and not bothering to vote at all. And last time a lot of
people didn’t.

Voting For
In this election, however, we’re fairly sure of a minority
government; we just don’t know which one. The strategic vote,
then, has to be for one of the other parties. The Bloc’s not
represented in BC; that leaves the NDP and the Greens—
whichever candidate appears to have the best chance of being
elected.

Looking at the results of the last election, the combined NDP
and Green vote would have been enough to defeat the winners in
Vancouver Island North, Victoria, Nanaimo-Alberni, Esquimalt-
Juan de Fuca, and Saanich-Gulf Islands. In Nanaimo-Cowichan,
where the NDP won in 2004, the combined NDP and Green vote
was over 50%.  

But there’s only one riding on Vancouver Island where the
Greens came close to the NDP vote: Saanich-Gulf Islands, where
Andrew Lewis of the Green Party received nearly 17% of the vote,
and the NDP candidate received 21.5%. Combined, that would
have been enough votes to defeat the front-runner, Conservative
Gary Lunn. This riding has, in fact, the strongest Green Party
vote in the country.

The opportunity for Lewis—and it’s admittedly a long shot—
is to become Canada’s first Green MP. As part of the swing vote
in Parliament, he would have considerable influence. (And if you
think that’s a crazy idea—just remember the late Chuck
Cadman.) 

The injection of sensible Green Party policies on
sustainability, human rights, environmental responsibility, and
democratic reform would be valuable whichever party forms the
government. But for this to happen, it would take a combination
of those voting for the Green Party and those voting against both
the Liberals and the Conservatives. This is an interesting
combination of hope and disgust—which is surely an accurate
description of the mood of the voter right now. 0

A Strategic Choice for the Islands

Great Canadian—Strong Country
Dear Editor:
On Sunday, January 8, in Victoria, my husband and I met with
with Lt General Romeo Dallaire (retired), now Senator Dallaire.
My husband, a retired military chaplain, and the General had a
short but engaging conversation on past experiences. Later that
day we heard him speak about his vision for Canada and some
of what he had learned from his time in Rwanda.

He sees Canada as a nation with a strong central government
on the way to becoming a leader amongst the middle powers of
the world. Our military’s main strength being that of
peacekeeping, steering the way to bringing stability and just
societies to countries suffering from civil wars, famine, health
crises and environmental calamities etc, while at the same time
having the mandate to protect the innocents along the way from
evil predators. His words; ‘Great Britain, France and the US are
unable to do this at this time in history as they carry the baggage
of imperialism, both recent and past.’

After hearing this great Canadian hero speak, I believe that
Canada has a great future in working to navigate the world
toward a safer and just society away from the madness that
exists around us today. He reminded us that while our trade and
economy depend on being friends with the United States,
helping when we can, our first and most important role for
Canadians, is to be true to our own future and way of life while
working harder to be a culturally independent nation. We
must steer our own path now, rather than seek any further
integration with the United States.

As I see it, their survival, along with ours, depends on it.          
Gloria Cope, Nanaimo 

Avian Flu
Dear Editor:
Just a few words enlarging on Ethan Smith’s letter of Dec 15
regarding Avian Flu. Tamiflu is effective against all subtypes of
influenza A and B, including those now affecting Gulf Islanders.
It is considered to be 60-70% effective.

It is not curative and must be started within 48 hours of the
onset of  symptoms to reduce the duration and intensity of the

disease It is not a shot but a pill or a liquid taken by mouth twice
a day. It can be used preventatively in an outbreak.

Tamiflu’s most common side effect is nausea, vomiting,
diarrhea, and headache (the one time I have prescribed it this
season, it was stopped because of side effects).

Avian flu is passed from bird to human and not human to
human.  The concern is that the genetics of Avian Flu are similar
to the subtypes that caused the pandemics of 1918, 1957, and
1968.  H5N5 happens to be more resistant and deadly than other
subtypes. Thus there has been an alert that we are at risk of
another pandemic if the current virus mutates to allow human
to human transmission. No one can know whether this alert will
become a reality.

One final word (or two). Influenza is not a mild disease or
cold. Just ask anyone who had the diagnosis confirmed by their
doctor. People are miserable with high fevers, chills, dry cough,
headache, prostration, with muscle soreness and achiness. In
1918 there were an estimated 500,000 deaths due to flu. It is a
nasty disease, especially for the young and elderly. 

Peak occurrence is now (December to March). Prevention in
the form of immunization is the best and cheapest treatment (and
it is not 100%) taking two weeks for your body to fully respond.

A great source of unbiased information is the Centers for
Disease Control (http://www.cdc.gov/). I hope this was useful.

Mike Hudson MD, Pender Island

Continuing Tsunami Aid
Can You Help?

Dear Editor:
It's over a year now that funds have been desperately needed in
Sri Lanka. The news that there might be a possibility of School
District #69 locals helping to build shelters, so some of the
tsunami victims can move out of tents after enduring a year of
living on the hot sand, is fantastic.

Tsunami Haven Pre-School Displaced Persons Camp
Projects in Kalmunai, Sri Lanka, the group I worked with right
after the disaster, has committed to building 9 more schools. We
finished our first school in the late spring, after I had returned to
Canada to write of my experiences in Tsunami Journey: 70
Days in Sri Lanka, A Story of Rebuilding. Our local work crew
completed the 1,000 sq ft school which cost $6,000. Fifty
preschool kids now attend every school day. In the afternoons it
is used as a women’s center, and as a family gathering place in
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Saturday, January 21
David Essig Concert—master slide
guitarist David Essig in concert, presented
by Red Cedar Songwriter Camp •
Community Hall • 7:30pm • Tickets: $15
advanced, $18 at door; available at Talisman, Southridge and
That L’il Coffee Place• Info: www.redcedarsongwritercamp.ca
(see Bios) • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, January 21
Huge Clothing Sale by Tree Frog Organics (from Mayne
Island)—check out the beautiful lines of men’s and women’s
fashions made from: hemp, organic cotton, silk, tercel, soy,
merino wool, alpaca and linen, 20-50% off winter inventory •
Community Hall • 10am–6pm • Info: 250-539-3551 • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, Jan 21 & Sunday, Jan 29
Public Meetings with Your CRD Director—come meet the
new CRD Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area Director, Susan
DeGryp; future meetings are planned on Pender and Piers •
MAYNE: Jan 21, 1pm, Agricultural Hall; GALIANO: Jan 29, 1pm,
Lions Hall on Burrill Road • ON MAYNE & GALIANO ISLANDS

RECEIVED 
YOUR 
NOTICE?

Assessment Notices were 
mailed to all owners of 
property in British Columbia 
on December 31, 2005.

If you own a property, and 
do not receive your notice 
by January 17, please 
contact your local BC 
Assessment office to ensure 
that we have your current 
mailing address.

Consult your phone book, 
or our website for your local 
office information.

www.bcassessment.ca

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT 
Only $26.75  

With photo, $32.10

the evenings & weekends.
Sales from Tsunami Journey: 70 Days in Sri Lanka have

brought in $7,000. A single contributor just sent a check for
$5,000 (we will name this school after his mother, at his
request.) Another donor has pledged $5,000 into our bank
account by February, and a group in Alberta, Kindness In Action,
just sent $2,700 in medical supplies on the bus! The Mount
Arrowsmith dental assistants donated $600! Maureen Hanright
and a group of friends are knitting 50 teddy bears for us to give
to the children. It’s amazing how I tossed a snowball down the
hill and it has really gotten big!

So, I am returning to Sri Lanka on January 17 with enough
funds to build 3 more schools! Cathay Pacific has waived the 400
pound overweight baggage charge for all the stuff we have
collected, and two dentists have given up three weeks of private
practice to come with us and work on the children who are still
living in the displaced persons camps.

The two dentists are great people: Dr Alice from Montreal has
worked with Doctors without Borders in Afghanistan and
Nigeria, so I’m going to learn lots from her! A local fellow who
just got involved used to live in Toronto and is retired from big
business. He has phoned the execs at Staples, Grand and Toy,
and Home Office. He is working on getting cases of pencils,
erasers, and pens for the kids!

Our website: www.tsunamihaven.org/ has photos, further
information and a blog where we will keep those with computer
access informed. We extend a warm heartfelt thank you to all
who have participated and wish every one a prosperous year
ahead.

A local firm, Gary Carniato Designs, has a fantastic idea
regarding the building of permanent homes for victims using
materials available cheaply in Sri Lanka, India, Pakistan, and
Indonesia. Four men can build a 1,000 sq ft house shell in one
day ! All it takes is sand, water, cement, plastic, chicken wire, and
some tools that pack into a hockey bag! This ‘instant housing’
concept could also be adapted to small schools and businesses.
Someone needs to explore, develop and get to work on this idea.
Who knows, someday it might be needed here on Vancouver
Island if there is another tsunami like the one that hit Port
Alberni back in 1964.

Len Walker, Qualicum Beach

Have the Liberals Devalued Pensions?
Dear Editor:
In September 2005 the federal Liberals suggested that they
might impose taxes on income trusts. This substantially
depressed the value of income trusts, losing billions for
investors. On November 23, 2005 (days before the election call)
Finance Minister Ralph Goodale announced Ottawa would not
impose taxes on income trusts. Just prior to this announcement,
there were huge purchases of these discounted income trusts
made by certain Toronto Bay Street firms. Toronto forensic
accountant Al Rosen has said that there is a 90 percent
probability of insider trading. If he is right, some Bay Street firms
were given advance notice that there would be no new taxes on
income trusts, which is an unfair (and illegal) advantage. Martha
Stewart went to jail for the same offence. The RCMP have
enough evidence to have just launched a criminal investigation
into whether advance notice of Ottawa’s plans for income trusts
were leaked from the federal Liberal government.

If you hold income trusts or mutual funds (many contain
income trusts), you have good reason to be upset. If you are
pensioner, be it private or public (including the Canada Pension
Plan), or hope to collect a pension in the future, you should also
be upset. These plans hold billions in income trusts. If Bay Street
firms received insider information from the federal Liberals,
they have profited at your expense.

Helen Maycock , Victoria

Salmon Closures
Dear Editor:
My late wife Edna loved to fish for salmon in the 1970s when
Saturna was one of the best spots in the world!

She refused to keep a very small ling or salmon even if legal
and kept us within the daily limit.

If she were here she would accept no blame or guilt for the

long-term mismanagement of this resource, having never voted
for the Liberal and Conservative governments responsible.

Cliff Pennock, Pender Island

Call For A Department of Peace
Dear Editor:
As Canada is pressed to forge ever closer ties with US defense
policy and the ‘war on terror,’ it is time to create a Department of
Peace, committed to peacebuilding, conflict prevention and
disarmament, central to our political tradition. As an
internationally-committed nation, Canada must provide the
global leadership needed to successfully navigate the 21st
century with policies based on the security of all peoples.

The Human Security Report (September, 2005) states that
substantial gains have been made in the human security field,
especially by UN peace operations. The RAND Corporation
found that the UN has been successful in its nation-building
missions two-thirds of the time. Civil society organizations have
been crucial to this achievement and to the world-wide spread of
what the report calls the norm of  ‘war-aversion.’  These gains
have occurred despite inadequate resources, ad hoc planning
and lack of support from the countries most able to help.

It is precisely in this arena that a Department of Peace would
function, in close collaboration with Foreign Affairs, National
defense and civil society. Although many federal departments
have peace-related mandates, a Department of Peace would
have the authority and resources to coordinate effective policy
direction.

A Department of Peace is supported by Canadians across the
country. We look forward to a response to this proposal from all
of our national political leaders.

The Honourable Lloyd Axworthy, 
former Minister of Foreign Affairs Canada

Senator Douglas Roche, (retired) 
former Canadian Ambassador for Disarmament and 

Chair, UN Disarmament Committee

Straight Talk on C2 Zoning & the
Strata Act

Dear Editor:
If you want to see a good example of a misleading article then
look at the December issue of the Island Tides for a letter titled
‘C2 Zoning and the Strata Act’. The article states that ‘the Mayne
Inn voluntarily downsized to 18 cottages’ that sound like the
trustees at the time Jeanine Dodds and Rosemary Bennett did a
good job compared to the original 41 units allowed. The actual
numbers however are 18 cottages added to the existing 8 units
plus 1 for the owner/manager for a total of 27 units. The
downsizing fails to mention that the square footage covered by
the project is the same as the original 41 unit proposal and that a
variation on both side lot lines had to be granted to fit the units
unto the lot. The larger units will accommodate more people so
the downsizing to reduce impact is of dubious value.

The article goes on to say that ‘inappropriate densities were
assigned to the C2 (tourist accommodation zones) in the ’80s
and early ’90s’. This is an attempt to blame past trustees for the
problem. The present trustees could have corrected the situation
when they were elected and before any applications by the
Mayne Inn were made. They could have delayed the application
till the scheduled OCP review was done and dealt with all the C2
zoning at the same time. 

Live Your Dream

NEW PLAN BOOK NOW AVAILABLE
– Over 100 full colour designs –

THE LINWOOD
ADVANTAGE

CUSTOM DESIGN
HIGH QUALITY CONSTRUCTION

MATERIALS
FULL WARRANTY PROGRAM

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING EXPERTISE

CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT

1.888.546.9663
www.linwoodhomes.com
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Questions remain from
Galiano Trust election
campaign
Louise Decario was an Island Trustee for Galiano, first elected in
2002. She ran for re-election last November, but she and her
running mate, Sheila Anderson, were defeated by some 40
votes. It was a hard-fought campaign. 

Fair enough. But on November 17, two days before election
day, she received an email which upset her. It said ‘I heard just
now that you are resigning from the campaign….’

It was signed by fellow Galiano Islander Carol Robson.
Louise called Ms Robson, a good friend, to ask where she had
heard this. Ms Robson said that she had not sent the email, did
not have a computer, and had no access to the Internet.

Clearly, the email was a forgery. Both Ms Decario and Ms
Robson contacted the RCMP. It turned out that Sheila Anderson
had also received a forged email.

Section 153(b) of the Local Government Act, which governs
Islands Trust elections, specifically says that a person must not:
‘before or after an election, purport to withdraw a candidate
from an election without authority to do so or cause to be
published a false statement that a candidate has withdrawn’.

The penalties for this are a fine of up to $5,000;
imprisonment up to one year; a prohibition of up to 6 years from
holding an elected local government office, or from voting in
local government elections. Obviously, a serious offence. In
addition, of course, impersonation is a form of fraud.

Stay tuned. 0

BC Ferry Commissioner Martin Crilly has made a preliminary
decision in response to BC Ferry Services Inc’s November 28,
2005 application for an increase in the ferry fuel surcharge. The
Commission has also clearly signaled to BC Ferries, and to the
provincial government, that they must be prepared to absorb a
larger proportion of these cost increases in the future.

BC Ferries had asked for an increase of 2.5% on major routes
to Vancouver Island and 6% on all other routes. The
Commissioner’s preliminary decision would grant an increase of
1.5% on major routes and 3% on other routes.

Public comment closed on January 8, and it is expected that
if the preliminary decision is confirmed, the new surcharge will
go into effect on February 1st.

The Islands Trust, in a letter to the Commissioner, suggested
that the service fee paid by the provincial government to BC
Ferries should be increased to absorb part of this cost increase. 

BC Ferries expects that a further surcharge, of 1% and 3%,
will be necessary by midsummer. However, the Commission has
imposed conditions on this next increase. If fuel costs are as
presently forecast, the increase will be granted; if fuel costs go
down by 6%, it will not be granted.

The Commission has also required that BC Ferries must plan
and implement a fuel-saving strategy. The targets are set at a 1%
decrease in fuel used next year, and a 2% decrease the following
year. The cost of fuel consumed beyond these targets must be
absorbed by the company. The Commissioner expects to see a
new fuel conservation plan from BC Ferries by June 1, 2006.  0

Commissioner signals
impatience with ferry fuel
surcharges
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A Better Way to Build
Save time, money and headaches.

• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order 

date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct. 
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly (to lock-up stage in 3 - 4 days).
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.

Alpine Model - $59,500 Laurier Model - $72,600

Your Island Representative
Russ Anderson
R. Anderson Technical Services
Port Alberni, BC
Phone:  (250) 720-6000
Fax:      (250) 720-2270
e-mail:  russanderson@shaw.ca

View over 100 plans at:
www.nelson-homes.com

Caring where your money is invested 
can go hand in hand with good returns.

(250) 405-2468
Learn more at: www.pinchgroup.ca (877) 405-2400

Invest Ethically
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Like many Islands’ organizations, Pender Islands’ PIRAH Association, which
manages four community buildings and recreational programming, is at work.
Without the many volunteer groups like this the Islands would not run!

A Take on Jake: his new
children’s CD~ Serena Van Bakel

J
ake, an award-winning,
Pender Island-based
children’s songwriter

and performer, has just
released his second CD,
Happy All of the Time. It is a
collection of 16 original new
songs and features a dizzying
array of musical styles and
rhythms: jazz, rockabilly,
reggae, ’50s do-wop,
flamenco, bluegrass,
country, waltz, and even
several ballads.

Listeners will journey on
a magical banana boat ride
to an undersea residents’
meeting, on a rockin’ jungle
walk, and to a swishy-fishy
penguin soiree, high atop an
Antarctic ice floe. Listeners
will also find themselves in
all sorts of hilarious
imaginary situations with
unforgettable characters.

In one song, the hula
dancing ‘Underpants in
Hawaii’, Jake has left his
favourite red-heart
festooned underpants in
Hawaii: ‘I had ‘em when I
danced the hula, in a big
grass skirt, I remember justa-keepin’ em on
when I took off my shirt...’. 

‘Balloons’, one of Jake’s trademark ballads,
was written for Jake’s children after their
grandfather died. It gently addresses the
challenge and sadness of change, and of finding
the strength and hope that lie just around the
corner. Jake explains that balloons, like people,
can suddenly drift out of reach, leaving behind
sad and empty feelings.

My favourite piece on the CD is the closing
song, ‘Into the Sun’, which was written for
Jake’s daughter. ‘No matter how much love is
in your heart, there’s room for so much more’.
My only complaint? At two minutes long, I find
the song is over too quickly. I am just getting
into the captivating melody, when I get
whooshed into the next CD in my player. 

Happy All of the Time features several
Pender Island children singing back-up vocals
and many other musicians. World banjo
champion Chris Krienke, playing four different
instruments, joins Jake for the upbeat ‘I Woke

Up This Morning.’ Jake
layers his songs with
many instrumental
tracks, including
drums, bass, sax,
trumpet, mandolin,
cello, violin and ukulele.
He does not use drum
machines or sequencers
in recording his CDs.

Jake’s début album,
Take a Little Ride with
Me, was released in
2003. That CD won a
2004 Parent’s Choice
Gold Award. Parents’
Choice Gold Awards are
given to those audio
recordings that are
judged as the highest
quality and most
appealing in their
genre. Criteria for
judgements include the
highest production
standards, universal
human values and a
unique, individual
quality that pushes the
product a notch above
others. The judging
committee said that

‘Jake sings a fine and dandy song… with a
generous dash of humour and an even larger
measure of heart.’

On the topic of children’s music Jake
explains ‘these days, in the world of music,
childhood is short. Children are pulledmore
and more quickly from the innocent rhythms of
toddlerhood to the encroaching grasp of pop
music with its adult, often inappropriate
themes.’

Jake endeavours to make a safe musical
refuge to fill this gap. His musically diverse and
humorous songs are meant to give children an
extra year or two to enjoy music that was made
purely for them. Both of his CDs are geared to
children aged 2 to 9, and can be enjoyed by
older folks too.

Originally from Southern Ontario, Jake
Differ and his wife, Valerie Lapp, and their two
children are now settled on Pender Island. In
Ontario, Jake has entertained thousands of
children with his lively solo performances at
festivals, libraries, schools and private events.

Last summer Jake played for
over 35,000 people during the
‘Day Out With Thomas’ event in
St Thomas, Ontario. Now Jake
and Valerie are busy expanding
his westcoast audiences.

Happy All of the Time will
make a great addition to any
children’s music collection. As
the mother of a 4-year-old, I
know it will be getting alot of
play in our home and car (and
just as much at my request as at
my son’s).

Happy All of Time can be
purchased online at
www.musicbyjake.com. Gulf
Islanders can also purchase the
CD directly from Jake
(info@musicbyjake.com). 0

Tax exemption program now accepting
applications
The Islands Trust is accepting new applications
for the Natural Area Protection Tax Exemption
Program until March 13, 2006 for the 2007 tax
year. Landowners in the Galiano, Gambier,
Mayne, North and South Pender, Saturna and
Salt Spring Island local trust areas are eligible
for the program.

‘As property assessment notices arrive in
the mail, it is a good time for Gulf Islanders
with important natural or cultural features on
their property to consider if this program is
right for them. By voluntarily protecting special
features of their land through this program,
landowners can receive an on-going 65%
property tax exemption on the protected
portion of their land,’ says Kim Benson, Islands
Trust chair.

The Natural Area Protection Tax Exemption
Program is a voluntary program that creates

incentives for people who care about their
property to permanently protect all or a portion
of it with a covenant. This program ensures that
the covenanted portion of land will remain in
its natural state regardless of who owns it in the
future.

The Islands Trust Fund Board holds the
covenants registered through the program, at
times in partnership with local conservancies.
They monitor them annually to confirm that
the natural features the covenants protect
remain undisturbed. If there is a contravention
of the covenant the natural area tax exemption
certificate can be cancelled but the covenant
will always remain in place.

The program works well for people who
own culturally or environmentally significant
land, and who want to protect and preserve the

TAX EXEMPTION, please turn to facing page

E
very time I drive around Gabriola I
thank residents who have left a fringe of
trees and ocean spray or other shrubs

along the roadside and kept some timber
around their homes. I also admire the
occasional sweep of open farmland. But I have
a sense of shame when I see new clearings with
the ground scraped bare. As development
continues the trees and greenery will retreat. If
we don’t work collectively to preserve and
protect what has been given into our care, the
land, wild birds, animals, insects, and people,
will be the losers. 

Before moving to Gabriola, I lived for 25
years on a corner lot in Vancouver, and, of
course, it had a lawn which I mowed regularly,
along with the city’s grass outside the
sidewalks. When we bought a lot covered by a
second-growth forest and began to build, we
vowed never to bother with lawn or flowers. It
was not that we disliked gardens or plants, we
disliked the order and regimen of gardens
associated with sidewalks and city life. 

So we have become caretakers, or gardeners,
of what already existed on our rural residential
lot. We do have a small fenced area for a few
fruit trees, but otherwise we have discovered the
delights of becoming gardeners of second-
growth forest! It’s a way to work with, rather
than against, nature—a way to keep the Island
as it is and not make it over into a little corner of
Oak Bay. It doesn’t require amendment of our
OCP, or additional regulations; by consciously
adopting a different view of what a garden is we
can achieve a good deal. 

Now I don’t want to stop people from
planting flowers. The annual garden tour and
its variety of displays are great. But at the same
time, wouldn’t it be a sad day if cultivated
flower gardens were all that Gabriola had to
show visitors?

The term ‘second-growth garden’ will sound
to many readers like a contradiction. Second-
growth is what grows up after logging, or a
forest fire, and is less valued than ‘old growth.’

But both are part of nature’s cycle.  We have
learned to see our small acreage, formerly part
of the McDonald property and logged
repeatedly for the last 70 or 80 years, not as
something left over, but truly as a garden. We
see it through our windows and walk its simple
trails every day of the year, and every day we
see something new, surprising, and beautiful. It
grows all year round and doesn’t rest. In these
dark, winter days we find the brightest greens
of mosses, dense and thriving on hidden logs.
Sword ferns form a green sea, and mushrooms,
many coloured, and sometimes of unbelievable
form, send us repeatedly to the bookshelf.

During still, hot days of summer green
canopies of broad leafed maple, and cascara,
with their ever-present bees, are havens from
the sun. On our lot we tally 13 different species
of trees, each one with much to offer, be it
blossom, branch, or smell. In season we gather
berries for jam or fresh desserts from
salmonberry, red-huckleberry, saskatoon,
trailing blackberry, black-capped raspberry,
Oregon grape, and salal. And we harvest wood
from our garden to heat our home: sometimes
fir felled by root rot, or aged and dying alder or
bitter cherry. And we thin our garden too,
removing deformed and too closely-growing
trees, to become firewood or to be poles, peeled
for fencing and framing. Our garden blesses us
with its abundance!

It does take work to harvest what we use
from our garden, and we use different
gardening tools than we did in Vancouver. But
indigenous forest plants are adjusted to this
place—they withstand occasional summer
drought, they have evolved along with their
insects to work out comfortable relationships.
We do not need to pump our well dry on even
the hottest summer day, and we put no
chemicals or pesticides into the ground or
atmosphere. 

Occasionally we move a seedling tree, and

Second-Growth Gardens ~ Mike Kew 

SECOND GROWTH, please turn to page 10
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NE W WOOD?
KEEP I T LOOKING NEW!

WEATHERED WOOD?
BRING I T BACK T O LIFE!

JJ EWELTREEEWELTREE RR ESTORATIONESTORATION
YOUR NATURAL WOOD SPECIALIST

HIGH PERFORMANCE, ENVIRONMENTALLY
FRIENDLY FINISHES FOR ALL YOUR WOOD;
SIDING, SHAKES, LOGS & BEAMWORK, DECKS,
FENCES, WINDOWS, DOORS, ETC…

KEEP YOUR INVESTMENT BEAUTIFUL
BOOK NOW FOR SPRING, CALL SID JOHNSON

250-210-1178

Please send your 2006
Voluntary Subscription 

Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?
• make you a good contact?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?

If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our 70 free

boxes across the Gulf of Georgia, Victoria  or
Nanaimo, you can show your support and

appreciation by sending a  voluntary subscription of 
($20 + $1.40gst = $21.40) to: 

Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0

Thank You!
A heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you

who have sent in subscriptions. And keep
those lovely letters coming. We paste

them all in our scrapbooks! 

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

ROOTS AND ALL (see tap roots in the foreground). Keith
Pincott demonstrates how to use a ‘Broom puller’, which
the Pincotts have recently donated to the Pender Islands’
Conservancy. Keith has been working at the Penders
Recycling Depot, clearing this invasive species at a great
rate. The device, made by The Weed Wrench Company in
Oregon, can be borrowed from the conservancy for a
donation. More info see www.canonbal.org/weed.html.

G
aining Ground is no light read. This
intense, practical and technical
manual guides Canadian farmers on

how to transition their farms into organic
production and is for serious growers only!
According to Steven Snider of the Going
Organic Network, this book is intended to
help readers ‘Learn from our experience, not
your mistakes!’

From information on the whats, whys and
challenges of organic farming to managing the
transition of farm business, this book leads
conventional farmers through all the things
they need to get their heads around. It even covers internet
marketing! How things have changed on the farm….

Divided into four parts, the book begins with a section called
‘Getting Started’. It explains why organic growing works and
how many farmers have shifted to organic because it makes their
farm more economically viable. An interesting thing I learned in
this section is that organic farming improves the soil to the point
that it is much easier to pull bigger equipment through the fields.

After this, the book moves into ‘Part Two: Managing the
Transition in the Fields’, which covers the importance of
managing soil fertility and nutrients with green manure and
cover crops. It also explains crop rotation and its role in
suppressing weeds while providing rotation examples from a
variety of Canadian farms. The information on managing weeds,
pests and disease is also quite thorough. Most of the information
to this point focuses on crops, but this section does include
information on transitioning livestock.

‘Part Three: Organic Certification and Protecting Organic

Integrity’ supplies the steps to getting organic
certification. It also covers methods for record
keeping, which is mandatory to keeping
organic status. Protecting the integrity of
organic status is also stressed, with some farms
needing to put ‘No Spraying’ signs up along
roadsides, etc.

The last part, ‘Managing the Transition of
the Farm Business’, speaks about the
importance of good planning and marketing,
including internet marketing, farmgate sales
and farm-produced, value-added products
like flavoured tofu. It cautions that workload

may increase and that farmers need to plan for this. 
As an added bonus, the appendix details recommended seed

varieties for organic production.
Throughout the four sections are a number of inspiring

profiles of Canadian farmers and their approaches to different
issues. This book  seems to be written for farms with a minimum
of 100 acres, however the information on pests, cover cropping,
etc. would still be very helpful for hobby or small-scale farmers.
Given the horrible plight of many conventional farms in Canada
today, this manual is also a voice of hope for Canadian farmers.
It carefully reveals that going organic may be one way to save the
family farm. And as a firm believer in organic foods and local
food security, I hope this book is successful in helping farmers
make the transition. 

‘Gaining Ground: Making a Successful Transition to Organic
Farming’ was compiled and written by the Canadian Organic
Growers (COG) in 2005. The book is available from COG at
www.cog.ca or by calling 613-216-0741. 0

Book Review ~ Gillian Allan

Gaining Ground: Making a Successful Transition to
Organic Farming

• I love the islands
because of the fresh air
and all the good people,
and especially the mild
climate that allows me to
grow certain species of
Palm Trees! 

—B.J., Salt Spring 
• I love that people know
you when you go to town,
that you are accepted no
matter how weird, that
there are no street lights,
but there is starlight. I
love that you can hardly
find a place to park when
the sunset is beautiful
and a multitude of people
have stopped to take a
picture. It’s beautiful
beyond words and it's
home.

—L.R., Salt Spring
• I love the islands
because the wild is right
outside my door. I love
hearing eagles, ravens,
loons, owls. I find peace
by just walking into the
forest or by the water. I
love my neighbours and
know they’d be here to help in a second if we ever needed
them. I feel enormously blessed to live here.

–A.S., Galiano Island

I Love Nights on
Mayne Island

The light of day is fading 
The birds have gone to sleep, 
Each one returned to safety 
To its familiar tree. 

They twitter in their feathers 
And listen to the sounds, 
That float across the ocean
From distances beyond. 

The restless sea is peaceful 
And in the ancient sky, 
The patient stars shine brightly 
A comfort in the dark. 

The islands somber forest 
Stands guard and welcomes all,
That seek its sanctuary 
Until the early dawn. 

At last the moon is rising 
Climbing out of the mist, 
Touching the snowcapped 

mountains 
That rise from the Western sea. 

Moonbeans play on the water 
Glimmer on sand and sea 
Such beauty for all to behold yet 
Do you make time to see…

K. K., Mayne Island

TAX EXEMPTION from previous page

natural beauty of the islands. It gives people the opportunity to
leave a significant legacy for the future, while lessening their
financial burden.

Applications and a comprehensive information package are
available through the Islands Trust website
www.islandstrust.bc.ca, click through to NAPTEP, a FAQ sheet
on cost benefits is included,  or call 250-405-5186. 0

$1,511,771 for water
projects on Islands
More than $1.5 million in provincial government funding will be
allocated to Salt Spring Island and Mayne Island to move forward
with four significant water distribution and treatment projects.
The funding for these projects comes from the Ministry of
Community Service’s BC community water improvement
program.

The largest project, with a provincial contribution of more
than $950,000, is a water treatment plant upgrade on Salt
Spring Island. The treatment plant servicing the Highland
Water area of Salt Spring Island will be upgraded and will also
provide service to the Fernwood area. A $316,667 contribution
will assist water treatment and distribution upgrades for the
Cedar Lane area, including the replacement of three well pumps
and construction of a 20,000 gallon steel reservoir to provide
potable drinking water and eliminate a long-standing boil water
advisory. A third project on Salt Spring Island will help to fund
the drilling and developing of a new well for a 16-lot subdivision,
including the installation of 550m of water main.

Mayne Island will receive more than $169,000 to install an
arsenic removal system to provide potable water and to  install
59 water meters.  0

LETTERS from page 5
The article states that this is being done under the Strata Act

and to stop this trend we need to review our OCP/LUB bylaws
now. The real problem is one of fractional ownership. The Trust
is powerless on the issue of ownership so the article presumes
that the solution is to limit the densities. This may have some
value but does not address the real problem. The problem is that
our tourist zoned properties are being converted to attract
investors into financing fractional owned units used as vacation
homes. The key to drawing investors and marketability of these
fractional ownership units is the ratio of occupation between
fractional owners and tourists in other words the appeal of these
units will be the length that the fractional owners/investors can
occupy these tourist units. If the community does not

LETTERS, please turn to page 9

                                   



Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone: (250) 386-7643

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

SATURNA ISLAND
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE

ADVISORY PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS
The Saturna Island Local Trust Committee is requesting expressions of interest for up to seven (7)
positions on the Advisory Planning Commission. As required by the Local Government Act,
appointees must be electors of the Saturna Island Local Trust Area and two-thirds (2/3) of the APC
must be residents of the Saturna Island Local Trust Area.
Please note that persons who responded to the earlier notice need not apply again as their applications
remain under active consideration.
Please send your expression of interest, listing your related experience for the positions, by Friday,
February 3, 2006 to:

Saturna Island Local Trust Committee  
c/o Kathy Jones   
Islands Trust,  
Suite 200 - 1627 Fort Street  
Victoria, B.C.  V8R 1H8  
Fax:  (250) 405-5155 or  Email: kjones@islandstrust.bc.ca  

Visit our web site at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca Email:information@islandstrust.bc.ca

SOUTH PENDER ISLAND
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE

ADVISORY PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS
The South Pender Island Local Trust Committee is requesting expressions of interest for up to five
(5) positions on the Advisory Planning Commission.  As required by the Local Government Act,
appointees must be electors of the South Pender Island Local Trust Area and two-thirds (2/3) of
the APC must be residents of the South Pender Island Local Trust Area.

Please send your expression of interest, listing your related experience for the positions, by Friday,
February 3, 2006 to:

South Pender Island Local Trust Committee  
c/o Kathy Jones   
Islands Trust,  
Suite 200 - 1627 Fort Street  
Victoria, B.C.  V8R 1H8  
Fax:  (250) 405-5155 or  Email: kjones@islandstrust.bc.ca   

Visit our web site at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca Email:information@islandstrust.bc.ca
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T
he Canadian Conference of Ministers of
the Environment, which includes
Environment Ministers from the

federal, provincial, and territorial
governments, is in the process of adopting a
joint Statement of Commitment on
environmental assessment and regulation. 

The object appears to be to ensure that the
federal government no longer has any
responsibility for the environment.

In order to prepare them for the December
12 teleconference on the proposed agreement,
each minister took a month-long
correspondence course in Jargon. (Canada’s
third language, Jargon is generated by a secret
laboratory near Ottawa that clones and shuffles
the English language, reaching standards of
obfuscation never previously contemplated.)

The following are questions taken from the
final examination (in order to ensure relevance,
the quotations are from the actual Statement of
Commitment and accompanying documents).
Each phrase has three possible translations;
ministers must get 7 out of 10 correct. Correct
answers will be published after the agreement
has been ratified by at least fourteen
governments.
1: ‘…effective interjurisdictional co-operation

…leads to certainty and predictability of
environmental regulation…’
(a) If we all work together, we’ll be able to
figure out what we’re doing;
(b) if we all work together, other people will
be able to figure out what we’re doing;
(c) if we all work together, nobody will be able
to figure out what we’re doing.

2: ‘…all Canadians have the right to participate
in environmental decision making.’
(a) There will be a full public process, and
hearings across the country;
(b) a parliamentary committee will hold a
two-day hearing with invited experts;
(c) decisions will be made by the Prime
Minister’s Office, to which any Canadian can
email their input.

3: ‘…in defining shared outcomes by
consensus, governments will recognize the
contributions of all parties, draw on their
creativity to define appropriate outcomes…’
(a) We’ll listen to anyone, and then ignore
them;
(b) if anyone has a good idea, we’ll take credit
for it, and then foul up the implementation;
(c) we’ll go right ahead and do whatever we
decided to do in the first place.

4:‘…governments will use place-based
approaches that recognize variation in
ecosystems, jurisdictions and regions.’
(a) we’ll make decisions consistently on a
case-by-case basis;

(b) we’ll be flexible and recognize special
circumstances, particularly in Quebec, the
Maritimes, and Ontario;
(c) where we stand depends on where we sit.

5: Government decisions will be informed by
science and risk-based approaches...
(a) The scientists can inform us all they like,
but we won’t understand them;
(b) we’ll assess the risks, and then take them;
(c) don’t bother us with risks; we wouldn’t
understand them anyway.

6: ‘…a systems approach for environmental
management…’
(a) There’s lots of Atlantic cod left; we just
don’t know where they are;
(b) the seals ate all the cod, so we’ll send
people out to count the seals;
(c) the seals may have eaten the cod, so we’ll
send people out to kill the seals and then we’ll
count the cod, if we can find them.

7: ‘…streamlined, single-window/single-
process regulatory approaches…’
(a) One heck of a long line-up;
(b) a single process that doesn’t regulate
anything;
(c) decisions will no longer be made by the
Prime Minister’s Office, to which any
Canadian can email their input.

8: ‘Today’s fast-paced, increasingly complex
and competitive world requires a new
environmental management approach that
reflects the integration of economic, health,
and environmental policy perspectives
across the public policy spectrum.’
(a) Our environmental policy had better be
competitive with the Chinese;
(b) it’s too damn complicated, so let’s see
what big business wants;
(c) by the time we’ve integrated our
perspectives across the public policy
spectrum, nobody will understand what
we’re doing anyway, or why.

9: ‘…while joint outcomes should be
consistent across all jurisdictions, roles and
responsibilities can be considered on an
issue-by-issue, region-by-region basis,
recognizing the need for variability…’
(a) If we all make different decisions, we can
always say that the results were consistent
anyway;
(b) we’ll leave it to the provinces; the feds are
outa here;
(c) there’s no way this agreement is going to
make any difference to the way you guys are
going to act anyway.

10:‘…implementation…can occur on a
continuum of interactions. …Each
jurisdiction would make its own decision as

Dealing with Government XXVIII:~ Patrick Brown

Lost in the Forest of Jargon 

JARGON, please turn to page 10
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‘T
hose Payne children must be the worst in all of BC,’
declared an exasperated Miss Pridham to no one in
particular on the ferry. She missed the knowing looks

passed between a few old-timers. Desperately needing
something to calm her abraded nerves, let alone sore muscles,
she was en route to anywhere other than Saturna Island where
she had just terminated service as governess to Audrey,
Reginald, Dora and Margaret Payne. Every governess was fair
game—Dora would later tell how Miss Pridham fell victim to ‘Get
the Housekeep.’ 

Their need for a governess was tragic. During childbirth, their
mother, Ruth Katinka Maude Payne, died of a hemorrhage
leaving her husband Harold with four young children to raise in
a new world. It was therefore understandable, as one relative
recalls with the trace of a smile, that ‘the children had access to
the land and beach, and ran, perhaps, a little wild.’

Bedridden with the Spanish flu, Harold decided the children
needed a summer governess to catch up their lessons. Would
they submit to this? As Dora reminisced, ‘This idea went over
like a lead balloon.’ 

The children held the notion that during the summer months
when lazy days could be spent outdoors—climbing, swimming
and beachcombing—no one would want to teach. To their
disappointment a governess was found. 

During dinner conversation, Miss Pridham regaled them
with stories of her fondness for horseback riding. ‘Out of the blue
there was a ray of hope!’ Dora recalled. They looked at each other
with knowing eyes. ‘Get the Housekeep’ was in motion again. 

Some time back they had rescued an old army horse who was
so bad tempered no one could ride him. Miss Pridham was told
they had a horse on the farm, but unfortunately they had no gear.
‘No problem,’ Miss Pridham replied excitedly, ‘I have often
ridden bareback.’ With the aid of treats, ‘Meatface’ was caught.
Miss Pridham climbed the fence in order to mount the huge,
raw-boned animal. It only took seconds, Miss Pridham hit the
dirt. This convinced her that Saturna Island was no place for
civilized people.

Early Paynes Go Wild
Many siblings borne from the union of Salusbury Gillies Payne
and Catherine Chadwick left England and ventured to the rural
West Coast of Canada. 

The eldest, Charles Robert Salusbury, was convinced to
become a partner in land holdings on Saturna Island. He
became the first Payne to put down roots as he felt ‘the call of the
wild’ to claim, clear, settle and begin a new life.

Back in England, while Charles was on Saturna, things were
stirring with another brother, Gerald. It was discovered Gerry
had poor eyesight and the London specialists’ prognosis was to
take Gerry out of school and encourage him to lead an outdoor
life! In two years he would quite likely regain full sight! Gerry
was sixteen. He too would feel ‘the call of the wild.’ 

Then brother Harold’s desire to serve his country and
become an officer was shattered when color blindness was
discovered. Another son was bound to ‘the call of the wild.’

More Payne brothers and sisters would answer this call—
setting down roots, building homesteads, and finally enjoying
the fruits of their labour with family and friends. The headstone
of Harold Payne’s grave simply says ‘Safe Home in Port.’ 

These early pioneering roots became the Payne legacy for
many generations, each answering its own ‘call of the wild.’

Dora & Libraries
Dora Maude Payne had an audacious resolve that led her to
accomplish many unique feats in her lifetime. Dora set out to get
what she wanted—female or not—she was far beyond the times.
Reading acquired her a wealth of knowledge and formed a large
part of her vocation. Dora was accepted into the Student
Apprenticeship Class with the Victoria Public Library at the age
of eighteen. During 1930-1937, she became a temporary
substitute librarian and in 1937 was appointed to the clerical
staff.

In nine short years, Dora would leave this security and open
a book and gift shop in Duncan which she ran until 1954. The
shop would afford both the tourist and resident not just books

and gifts, but stories related by Dora.
At the age of 43, Dora brought her love of books to residents

in outlying areas, via her bookmobile. Dora’s commitment went
even as far as mechanical repairs to her ‘machine,’ after earning
her diploma in automobile mechanics in 1942—this was only
twenty years after women were given the right to vote.
Seventeen years later, Dora retired from the bookmobile. She
was 60 years old.

Dora’s Retirement 
Prior to her retirement, Dora had purchased land in rural Sooke.
The home she would build was drawn on quadrille paper, all
neatly arranged in a binder. 

On one page she detailed the roof to the last rafter, ridge
board and shake. The ceiling joists and number of studs are
measured to the last foot and quantity. The interior and exterior
are drawn with great care to detail and accuracy.

While the construction of her house was completed, Dora
built a cabin with hand-hewed logs. As a kid on Saturna, she built
a four-storied treehouse with her brother from beachcombed
material; this made building her loghouse a modest endeavor. 

Family members sent children who needed ‘straightening
out’ to Dora, where they would find, like their forefathers, ‘the
call of the wild.’ Days would be spent being loved and frolicking
around the forest with the little stream under the wee bridge. In
this atmosphere, delinquency quietly faded away. 

As Dora aged she moved her vast knowledge of mechanics,
gardening, and building to Saanichton to be closer to family.
Projects included a sunroom to winter her prized orchids in full
bloom and revamped garden beds. 

Spring would show itself with the hundreds of bulbs—
snowdrops, cyclamen and crocus in abundance, followed by
daffodils and tulips. It was a time to spend on the lawn, the
turning of earth for vegetables and her herbaceous perennial
garden. 

The summer months were spent on the pruning back of
flowering shrubs such as rhododendrons, lilac trees and roses.

Just when you wouldn’t expect it, the large maple tree which
provided shade for the house and beds would become hues of
gold, yellow and red. Fall would arrive in all its glory.

As winter emerged, it was time to pay attention to the worm
farm. The largest worms added to the compost boxes and the
smaller ones returned to their ‘home’ to grow.

I met Dora when a temporary job landed by my gardening
company turned into a full time job at Dora’s Saanichton house,
lasting ten years prior to her death. Every Tuesday at 10:30am, I
would be found having coffee in Dora’s sunroom, the gardening
finished for the day. It was during these times I grew to love Dora
and her entertaining stories of family history and life. One spring
day with the aroma of freshly cut, dew-covered grass, the smell
of recently added composted beds, the tips of plants warming to
the sunshine, the whiz of hummingbirds all around, the birds
chirping, the dog barking, the cat lounging; a visiting service
man said he felt an ecosystem radiating from Dora’s garden.
With her warmth of human kindness, she will live with me until
it is my turn to change the seasons. 0
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differentiate between fractional owners and tourists but
considers fractional owners a new form of tourism then setting a
reasonable density is all that is required. 

In our case however this new form of ownership is occurring
in our Tourist Accommodation Zone which has the net effect on
reducing our tourist accommodation and the issue needs to be
addressed. This has been tried on Mayne with an inadequate
bylaw attempting to regulate the ratio of owner to tourist
occupation. The bylaw was defeated and instead a covenant will
be entered into with the Mayne Inn. This key document however
is not a public document as was the bylaw so there will not be a
chance for public comment. The local trust committee will be
accused of back door deals, non transparency and lack of
representing the public interest. 

Whistler, which is under a Charter and has the ability to
regulate ownership, takes great care to define multiple owners.
In doing so it includes relatives, or in the case of corporate
ownership, business partners, in the maximum allowable days
for the owner. Limited owner use allows for a greater percentage
of tourism use in a commercial accommodation zone. Tourist
zones should be kept for tourists and fractional ownership
should be well regulated. Investors who want vacation homes
may be better accommodated in condos. This problem should be
addressed by the whole Trust Council as it will affect all of our
communities. Council should seek the same powers as Whistler
or find other solutions to the problem. 

Louis Vallée, Mayne Island

Spare us the $100M BC-STV, Please Do....
Dear Editor:
Premier Campbell is giving us another referendum on Electoral
Reform to be done in 2008. Well, not really a new referendum,
merely a chance to regurgitate in 2008 the 2005 one. At issue
will be again the BC-STV, offered as it was in 2005 in take it or
stay without reform fashion, garnished with the 60% rule which
empowers a minority of naysayers to subjugate a majority as was
done in 2005.

Elections BC want ‘over $60 Million’ to do it. Add the cost of
propaganda, for and against, much of it to be likely provided
from the public purse, and other assorted expenditures, and the
cost of the 2008 referendum may reach $100 million.

What if the 2008 referendum returns the same 57% like the
2005 did? What if it returns 59.9%? After all, the same voters, by
and large, will be voting on the same proposition! What a mess
this would be, what with the politicians having insisted on the
sanctity of the uncalled for 60% rule!

I have another idea: Spend a few dollars to take the question
to the courts. Ask the courts the simple question of whether the
60% requirement was constitutional, whether a 50%
requirement would have been unconstitutional, whether there is
justification, in the matter at hand, for a 43% minority to prevail
upon the 57% majority.

You may spare us the referendum—you may spare us, Mr.
Premier, a cool $100 million!

Tom Varzeliotis, Salt Spring Island 0

Dora Payne from Saturna ~ Lisa Train

1-800-663-4425 local 3030

LETTERS from page 7
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The Vancouver Island Health Authority Board of Directors is
holding its regular General Board meeting:

Wednesday, Jan. 25, 2006 at 1:30 pm
Cowichan Centre

2687 James Street, Duncan, BC

In addition to conducting its regular business, there will also
be a limited amount of time set aside for scheduled

presentations from the public and to respond to questions
submitted in advance of the meeting.

Presentation Guidelines:

A written request is required to make a presentation to the
Board. Requests should include the general nature and
viewpoint of the presentation and groups/organizations must

identify one individual as the spokesperson. Presentations
will be limited to a maximum of 10 minutes.

Questions for the Board:

Questions must also be submitted in advance of the meeting
to allow a considered response.

Note: Should the number of applications exceed the time
available at the meeting it may not be possible to schedule

all presentations. You will be contacted to confirm whether
or not you have been selected to make a presentation.

Presentations will not be accepted without prior arrangement

and questions from the floor will not be addressed.

Written questions or requests for presentations to the VIHA
Board must be submitted before 4:00 pm on Tuesday,

Jan. 10, 2006 by fax to (250) 370-8750 or by email to
janet.shute@viha.ca or by mail to:
Vancouver Island Health Authority, Executive Office, 1952

Bay Street, Victoria, BC V8R 1J8

Regrettably, due to the holiday printing schedule for this
publication, VIHA was unable to publish this ad in time for

the above-noted deadline. Those interested in submitting
questions or requests for presentations must contact Janet
Shute by Thursday, January 19

th
for consideration at our

upcoming Board Meeting.

General Board
Meeting Notice

Wednesday
Jan. 25, 2006

BC TRANSMISSION from page 2

possible underwater line to the Olympic
Peninsula, in fact raises questions (again) about
BC Hydro’s entire power supply strategy for
Vancouver Island. Seabreeze claims that, in
BCTC’s costing of the proposed high-voltage
powerline across the Gulf Islands, BCTC has not
considered either maintenance and operating
costs over the life of the new line, but also has
not considered the costs of upgrades needed to
lines on Vancouver Island because the new
power arrives on the Island well to the north of
Victoria, where it is most needed.

If these costs are considered, says
Seabreeze, the VITR proposal is more
expensive than the VIC proposal, which feeds
the new power directly to the Victoria area.
BCTC, meanwhile, claims a substantial cost
advantage for its proposal, by using the existing

right of way.
The actual
costs should
come out in
the BCUC
hearings.

Comment
Once again, flaws in both planning and
regulatory review are resulting from BC
Hydro’s planning and presentation of projects
one at a time, without an overall strategic
context.

The Ganges ‘town hall’ meeting made clear
the value of public input into the consideration
of these new energy projects. 

While many of the presentations focused on
the impact of high-voltage power lines on the
Island, the public has useful and constructive
thought to contribute on the wider questions of
economics and engineering strategy. This was
illustrated at the GSX hearings and the Duke
Point hearings, and will be illustrated again at
the upcoming hearings on these Vancouver
Island power supply alternatives. 

BCUC has taken a useful step in this case by
establishing a comparative process, but serious
restructuring of both the proposal and regulatory
processes is still needed to achieve decisions that
best serve not only the companies but also the
people of the province. 0

Board Vacancy

The Vancouver Island Health Authority (VIHA) is one of
six health authorities in British Columbia. VIHA provides
a full range of heath care services to people living on
Vancouver Island, the Gulf and Discovery Islands and to
the residents of the mainland, living adjacent to the Mt.
Waddington and Campbell River areas.

The mandate of the Vancouver Island Health Authority is
to establish and maintain greater sustainability for our
health care system while being responsive to patient
needs and accountable to the public.

VIHA is governed by a nine member, government
appointed, Board of Directors. The Board’s role is
fiduciary and includes a wide range of responsibilities
associated with a governing body, including strategic
planning, risk management, organizational and
management capacity, internal control, ethics and
values, and communication with government and
stakeholders.

The appointment terms for Directors of the Vancouver
Island Health Authority Board are staggered to allow for
continuity. Effective March 21, 2006 there will be one
vacancy on the Board.

For more information please refer to the Notice of
Position posted on the Board Resourcing and
Development Office website at www.fin.gov.bc.ca/abc.

If you have specific questions please contact Janet
Shute, Board Liaison at (250) 370-8693 or by email at
janet.shute@viha.ca

If you are interested in serving as a Director on the
Vancouver Island Health Authority Board you are
encouraged to submit an Expression of Interest to the
Board Resourcing and Development Office by going
online at www.fin.gov.bc.ca/abc and linking to the page
“How to Apply”.

The deadline for applications is January 30, 2006.

SECOND GROWTH from page 6

are learning how to propagate other plants, all
of which live happily with deer and other
sometimes pests, and so we participate in a
kind of interspecies tolerance, trying to be
aware of our intrusiveness.  

How can you get started on a second-
growth garden? Just like growing roses, you
begin by learning as much as possible about the
plants. 

Learn to identify and know the indigenous
plants of your island. This is not something you
can do without effort and you don’t absorb
knowledge by simply living here. I am
continually surprised to meet long-time Island
residents who cannot identify our most
common trees, let alone varieties of
inconspicuous lilies. But many long-time
residents do know a great deal and can be
helpful teachers. 

One excellent place to start learning is the
tastefully identified native plant garden at the
Gabriola Museum, and books also help (see
appended list). One of the best to begin with,
and a good addition to your bookshelf, is Plants
of Coastal British Columbia, by Pojar and
MacKinnon, which includes notes by
ethnobotanist Nancy Turner about aboriginal
people’s use and knowledge of plants. 

Perhaps the greatest reward from our
s e c o n d -
g r o w t h
garden has
simply been
discovering
what it
contains and
w a t c h i n g
d i f f e r e n t
p l a n t s

through their annual cycles, learning to
understand what conditions they like, and what
they produce. 

One can soon distinguish indigenous plants
from harmful intruders and most of our
neighbours work at removing broom and tansy
ragwort which thrive along the roadways and
on the margins of clearings. Once you manage
to eradicate the broom from your lot frontage
the indigenous plants will thrive and your lot’s
appearance improve (see photo-story about a
great broom puller, page 7). 

It is easy to have a second-growth garden on
a five-acre lot, although the range of natural
cover will be limited and determined by lot
location, soil, and topography, since there are
different micro-environments on the Island.
But can you have a second-growth garden on a
small lot?  Yes you can, if you keep as much of
the existing cover of soil, shrubs, and trees as
possible, keep concrete and asphalt to a
minimum, and refrain from unnecessary
clearing. Leaves and small windfall disintegrate
and feed the soil, stumps and fallen logs
become planters full of life and growth. If you
have room to add some ornamentals, choose
first from the rich array of disease and drought
resistant indigenous trees and shrubs.

Wherever we reside we can all enrich our
own understanding of indigenous flora and
preserve and protect those things that make the
Salish Sea area such a good place to live.

Mike Kew is  a member of the Waging
Wordsmith Collective on Gabriola Island.
Helpful reading: Shrubs, and Flowers to know
in British Columbia by C.P. Lyons; Plants of
Coastal British Columbia by J. Pojar and A.
MacKinnon; and Gardening With Native

Plants of the Pacific
Northwest by A.R.
Kruckeberg. 0

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF 

CROWN LAND
Take notice that John

William Knox of Delta, BC
intends to make application to
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands, Coast
Region office for an amendment
to a Private Moorage Licence of
Occupation in connection with
Provincial Crown land located
seaward of Lot 1 Section 12,
Pender Island, Cowichan
District Plan 45474, the land
being the unsurveyed Crown
land or foreshore covered by
water that is part of the bed of
Port Browning Harbour, South
Pender Island.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is 1412623. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Senior Land Officer at
501-345 Wallace Street,
Nanaimo, BC, V9R 5B6.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until February 4, 2006.
ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit the
ILMB website at
www.lwbc.bc.ca under Current
Land Applications for more
information.

Be advised that any
responses to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at the
regional office of the Integrated
Land Management Bureau.

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF 

CROWN LAND
Take notice that Kenneth

and Mariann Weins of Surrey,
BC intend to make application
to Integrated Land
Management Bureau (ILMB),
Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Coast Region office for a
Private Moorage Licence of
Occupation situated on
Provincial Crown land located
at 220 Spinnaker Drive,
Mayne Island.

The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is 1412737. Written
comments concerning this
application should be directed
to the Senior Land Officer at
501-345 Wallace Street,
Nanaimo, BC, V9R 5B6.
Comments will be received by
ILMB until March 12, 2006.
ILMB may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. Please visit our
website at www.lwbc.bc.ca
under Current Land
Applications for more
information.

Be advised that any
responses to this advertisement
will be considered part of the
public record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at the
regional office of the Integrated
Land Management Bureau.

JARGON from page 8
to where along the continuum they choose to
position and interact…’
(a) I don’t know where I am on the
continuum, and if I knew I wouldn’t tell you;
(b) where the heck are you on this continuum
thing?;
(c) where we stand (on the continuum)
depends on where we sit (on the continuum).

11:‘’Smart’, outcome-based regulatory approach’
(a) It would be smart if we didn’t do
anything, but waited to see what happens;
(b) if it doesn’t look good, we’ll regulate it
later;

(c) call it smart, because it may be dumb.

12: ‘…a level playing field regionally and
nationally…’
(a) after they’ve stripped off the soil, and dug
out the tar sands, and put the sand back,
there will be room for six hundred soccer
fields at the bottom of the hole;
(b) the prairies are fairly level already, but
British Columbia will be difficult;
(c) what the heck are we going to do with the
Great Lakes?

SCORING: All answers are correct, at least to
some degree for some people. 0

After more than three years of community
consultations and research, the Hul’qumi’num
Treaty Group (HTG) has released an historic
Land Use Plan for its territory on southeast
Vancouver Island and the Southern Gulf Islands.

‘The Land Use Plan represents our First
Nations’ strategic vision for the future use of
lands in our territory’ states, Robert Morales,
chief negotiator of the Hul’qumi’num Treaty
Group.

‘This plan will also lay the foundation for
discussions with local and senior governments,
business and our non-aboriginal neighbours for
the future use and management of our lands and
resources.’

According to Morales, the plan calls for the
creation of  ‘natural and cultural areas’ to protect
the land and marine ecosystems needed to
support the cultural and economic activities of
the Hul’qui’num people. Sustainable forestry
and fishing practices, for example, will be
developed in consultation with HTG’s non-
aboriginal neighbours.

Hul’qumi’num traditional territory
encompasses about 335,000 hectares of land
and an additional 2,300 hectares of near-shore
and offshore areas around Vancouver Island
and the Gulf Islands. Currently 8,800 hectares
or 2.6 per cent of the land base is protected as
provincial or federal park, but nowhere outside
certain areas on Indian Reserves are actively
managed as Hul’qumi’num Natural and
Cultural Areas.

The plan provides management direction
for key resource sectors including cultural
heritage, plants, forests, wildlife and
biodiversity, hunting and trapping, beaches,
freshwater, tourism, minerals and energy, and
wilderness access. In all sectors, HTG calls for
the conservation of cultural and natural
resources, and HTG priority access to resources
for cultural and sustenance use.

Representing six local First Nations, HTG is
negotiating a comprehensive agreement-in-
principle through the BC Treaty Process. 0

First Nations land use plan released
Four Gulf Islands schools to get web
conferencing 
Four Gulf Island Schools will receive web conferencing tools, announced Murray Coell, MLA for
Saanich North and the Islands  on  December 2, Computer Literacy Day.

‘Students on the Islands will now have better access to courses that may have not been available
to them in the past,’ said Coell.  

Mayne Elementary-Junior Secondary, Galiano Community School, Pender Islands
Elementary-Secondary and Gulf Islands Secondary will receive the technology and training to use
web conferencing to deliver real-time, interactive courses through BCEd online, an e-learning
consortium that includes public school districts and independent schools. 0

MAYNE ISLAND

                                                                      



T
he following chronology of eagle
activities was compiled from 13 years
of observing approximately 15

different breeding territories on Hornby
Island. Dates will be earlier in southern
Vancouver Island and the Fraser Valley and
later in northern Vancouver Island and up the
coast.

• Return from Migration: October 2, give
or take 3 days.

• Major Nest Building Time: From
October 20 to November 15.  Bringing
branches to nest, large ones around the
outside and fine twigs on the inside.

• Winter Survival Time: November 15 to
January 31. With shorter and colder days,
nest-building stops. Much of their time is
spent getting food, mostly fish but also
winter-weakened birds and ducks.          

• Mating: Think of St Valentine’s Day,
February 14 (a suitable time for mating) but
include the two weeks before and after this date—in other words,
the whole month of February. Eagles are also seen mating in the
first half of March, just a week or two before laying eggs, but at no
other time in the year.

• Final Nest Preparation: A second flurry of nest-preparation
takes place from mid-February to mid-March—adding more

branches, followed by soft materials like
dry grass and moss.

• Egg Laying: March 25, plus or minus
one week. A second egg 2 or 3 days later.

• Brooding: The male and female take
turns sitting on the eggs for approximately
35 days—from March 25 to May 1, plus or
minus one week. One could consider the
month of April as the ‘brooding’ month.

• Chicks Hatch: May 1, plus or minus
one week.

• Chick Development: Peeps can be
heard by June 1o, sitting on edge of nest
by June 20, flapping wings by June 25,
flapping and jumping by July 1.

• First Flight: July 25, plus or minus
one week (85 days after hatching).

• Migration Off Island: from mid-
August to September. This migration
includes adults, new eaglets and other
non-breeding eagles. All eagles go.     

• Adult Eagles Return to Island: October 2, plus or minus one
week

• Immatures Straggle Back To Island: One or two arrive in
November, a few in December and increasing numbers in the
next few months. 0

Eagle Almanac ~ Doug Carrick ISLAND TIDES, Jan 19, 2006, Page 11

Accommodation
Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands

3110 DOUGLAS ST. VICTORIA, BC  V8Z 3K4   
across from Mayfair Shopping Centre,

1-800-997-6797
www.blueridgeinn.ca

* Single occupancy. Subject to availability. Valid to March 31, 2003

$39*
from

better deal!
visitors a

Our quality accommodation includes:
indoor pool, sauna, 
free parking, in-room coffee, 
a convenient location 
and a warm welcome. 
Stay with us.

We offer 

* Single occupancy. Subject to availability. Valid to March 31, 2006.

SSttiillll OOppeenn??
LLeett VViissiittoorrss KKnnooww
225500--662299--33666600

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria

Close to UVic, hospital & the
ocean. Organic breakfasts,

private bathrooms. $40-$60
250-598-7015

www.cougarscrag.com    1-888-808-2724
pet-friendly

Escape to Metchosin

SATURNA from page 3
mean to each candidate. Judith Rees-Thomas asked for
candidates to comment on their views of funding the CBC.
Bakshish Gil asked Gary Lunn about his change from the Reform
Party to the Conservative Party and how does he account for his
ideological shift to his constituents. Len Horne asked what each
party intended to do to ensure that corruption of the level the
Liberal Party is currently dealing with will not reoccur. Jacques
Campbell asked, ‘How do you see National Parks becoming part
of communities? 

Pat Carney said that she has been campaigning with the
Conservative candidate in Vancouver in her old riding. She
reported that when they approach many young voters, to her
great dismay, she hears, ‘Sorry, I don’t vote’. Her question was
‘Why is that—and what can be done about it?’. Everyone agreed
that this was a problem and had various solutions along the lines
of listen more and make issues more pertinent to the 18 to 24-
year-old age group and all agreed that electoral reform that
allowed for more diversity of voices would be very helpful.
Jennifer Burgis volunteered that former Reform Party leader
Preston Manning had suggested solving this problem by holding
a national referendum on bringing back armed forces
conscription! 

John Wiznuk expressed his disappointment that a private
members bill to provide tax breaks for volunteer fire fighters was
killed after passing 2nd reading. He asked each candidate if they
would support the bill. 

I commented that only 15 months has elapsed since the last
federal election. My question was, ‘What is your view and your
party’s view on electoral reform or are we going to see you
candidates back on Saturna Island in another 15 months?’

An interesting comment from the Globe and Mail: of all the

AUTOMOTIVE HOME /PROPERTY

HEALTH

MAUI 
Vacation Condos

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views

Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

D. A. SMITHSON 
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252  or
250-478-6937

Bulletin Board
(PAID BY DEADLINE ONLY - VISA ACCEPTED) • Phone 250-629-3660, Fax 250-629-3838          

Email: islandtides@islandtides.com • Next DEADLINE: Feb 1 , 2006 
BULLETIN BOARD BOXED ADS – 1.5’, 2’ & 3’– $20 per inch+gst— multi-issue discounts       
BULLETIN BOARD WORD ADS  - $17.12  for 25 words or less, 27¢ per additional word

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

TRANSMISSION SERVICE
4Road test by qualified  

technician
4Cleanand inspect 

transmission pan 
440-point driveline 

safety check

only
$39.95

* 
for cars

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)

SIDNEY 
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES

• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP & 
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing 

• Custom Flashing 
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters  

1-877-652-0599
Member:  Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca 

FORMERLY ARMOUR ROOFING

GETAWAYS
Pender Island Vacation Rental:
Waterfront 3 bedroom home with
beautiful south west views. Off
season $700 week, in season
$1,500 week. Email:
whodges@westernrealtyadvisors.com
or call (208) 338-5156.
B&B, opposite Victoria airport,
short bus ride to ferry, own room
and bath, quiet, n/s. Great for
overnighters. 250-656-0537ISLAND EXPLORER

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230
Southern Gulf 

House & Cottage Rentals

LIST YOUR PROPERTY WITH US!
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT •  RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

TTrreevvoorr EErriikkssoonn,, RR..AAcc
RReeggiisstteerreedd AAccuuppuunnccttuurriisstt
For an appointment call the
Pender Island Health Centre:

662299--33332222

Traditional Chinese Medicine
Acupuncture

Used by people for
over 3000 years and

recognized by the
World Health

Organization as a safe,
effective, drug-free

therapy for many
common health problems.

MARINE

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

ISLAND
MARINE

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

Rent/Lease/Buy
Quality Used Cars & Trucks

SIDNEYCARS.COM

We will pick you up 
from Ferries and Airport

655-5038
1-800-809-0788

Monthly 
Rentals 

from $525.
Mention this ad and

get an additional
10% off.

GSA Auto 
Rentals & Sales

FOR RENT
Shared housing available Galiano
Island lovely home, lovely owner,
long term interest?   250-539-3345
House in Victoria for rent, one
month only (February). 2-BR+ suite
on main floor. Spacious, bright,
quiet. Central, near pool. $1200.
250-658-0899.

SSppeecciiaalliizziinngg iinn…… 
PPVVCC DDeecckk MMeemmbbrraanneess
&& AAlluummiinnuumm RRaaiilliinnggss
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
CCAALLLL DDAAVVEE WWOOOODDEE

CCOONNTTRRAACCTTIINNGG::
225500--553377--55111111 oorr 

11--880000--880044--66228888
SSeerrvviicciinngg tthhee GGuullff IIssllaannddss

FOR SALE
Prevost Island Farm is now milling
high-quality fir and cedar lumber.
Deliveries arranged to Southern
Gulf Islands. Please call the farm at
250-213-1594 or Mark McKay at
250-818-4356.
Glass display shelving, suitable for
store or gallery. 5ft. x 1ft. 3 pieces.
$50. 250-629-3660
Parts car. 1981 Volvo 245DL. Well-
maintained, running, bodywork
poor. Best offer 250-629-3660

MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at the
Galiano Community School on
Wednesday, February 8
commencing at 1pm. Public
Welcome! 

JOB POSTINGS
Environmental Educator: The
Galiano Conservancy Association
is inviting expressions of interest
for an Environmental Educator to
replace staff going on maternity
leave. Background and/or
experience in Biology, Ecology and
Education preferred. Please send
resumes by January 27 to: Galiano
Conservancy Association, RR.#1
Galiano Island, BC V0N 1P0;
galiano_conservancy@gulfislands
.com; fax/phone 250-539-2424

The final touch to the first draft of North Pender’s OCP Revision
was put in place at a Local Trust Committee meeting on
Thursday, January 12. 
The topic of the meeting was short term vacation rentals
(STVR), which are prohibited under the current OCP. This was
the last of several meetings on the issue. The use of homes as
vacation rentals, often by off-island owners, has become a
contentious issue throughout the Gulf Islands. 

In giving direction to planner Robert Kojima in drafting this
section of the OCP, the LTC voted to maintain the prohibition on
less than 30-day rentals of property in residential and rural
residential zones.

The Draft OCP is now scheduled for two airings; public
information meetings will be held at 11am on both Saturday,
January  28 and Saturday, February 11, at St Peters Parish Hall
(see advertisement page 3). 0

North Pender OCP draft
completed

ridings in Canada, Saanich–Gulf Islands has the 4th highest
number of people over age 65–20.16%. 

The two ‘motherhood issues’ that each candidate pledged
themselves and their party to wholeheartedly were electoral
reform and adequately financing the CBC—we shall see! Jennifer
Burgis made an interesting comment while seated with her fellow
candidates ‘Vote from your heart—we do!’ 

Pacific Baroque Orchestra
The first Saturna Arts and Concerts Society concert of 2006 was
the Pacific Baroque Orchestra with ‘Boccherini and Beyond.’ The
concert was surprising in many ways. The violinists and viola
players played on the hall floor in front of the cello and the
violone (six-stringed bass instrument) players on the stage.
Having these performers at the same level and very close to the
audience took advantage of the baroque instruments’ natural
qualities and our community hall’s acoustics. 

Baroque music is from the late 17th century and featured
harpsichord, viola de Gambia and violone. Baroque violins,
smaller with different structure to modern violins, had cat gut
strings instead of metal, and a convex, shorter bow producing a

sound that is brighter and sweeter but with less power to carry.
Baroque violins are at their best advantage in intimate settings—
a perfect fit for our hall’s size and excellent acoustics.

The Pacific Baroque Orchestra, which was formed 15 years
ago, gives about 15 concerts a year and is much in demand to
perform  music with other orchestras. Each musician also plays
in other quartets, symphonies and orchestras. Orchestra leader
Marc Destrubé, a founding member of ‘Tafelmusik Orchestra’,
sets an upbeat, happy tone that deeply attracts the performers
and creates a family-like atmosphere.

At the concert a modern work, Golden by Jocelyn Morlock,
was showcased. In this, the orchestra continues the baroque
music-lovers ‘modern’ tendency to appreciate pieces composed
in their own time. 

Guest soloist Phoebe MacRae, with her dazzling soprano
voice, joined the orchestra after the intermission. In the encore
piece, her voice cast an extraordinarily powerful spell.  

Thanks to the many people of the concert society who hosted
the performers, and handled the organizational details. The next
Saturna Arts and Concert Society concert to look forward to is
‘Trio Accord’ on March 25. 0
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Soar with the eagles in your own island aerie.
From gorgeous 300 degree views to dreamy
ponds, from ancient cedar to misty orchards, this
home is a tranquil retreat. Located on Pender
Island this three bedroom three bathroom home
is exquisitely handcrafted in Yellow Cedar and
exudes West Coast charm & warmth. The home is
a sanctuary situated on 7.39 acres of parkland
privacy featuring an orchard, ponds, walking
paths & several outbuildings including workshop.
There is ample room for the self sufficiency of a
small hobby farm. Become the laird of your own
castle in the sky. MLS 206064 

A Castle in the Sky

$989,000

Paradise on Pender. From its deep water all
season protected dock and 700ft of oceanfront to
its walk-in beaches, romantic bluffs and southerly
views this property is everything you could want
in an island retreat. The private 3.8 acre property
features a tasteful three bedroom updated
cottage, boathouse, detached garage, workshop,
orchard and spacious lawns. Spend hours
watching the abundant wildlife or catching Spring
Salmon right off the dock! With customs a 10
minute sail away this property would make a
great base for cruising. MLS 203103 

700’of Oceanfront 

$1,990,000

Member of the Chartered Institute of Marketing
Multiple Gold Award Winner

Free Online Home Evaluations

(250) 384-8124 www.ianheath.net ianheath@shaw.ca

Specializing in Distinctive Homes

W
e sailed overnight with not much wind and in a lot of
heavy commercial traffic from Alitrea in Spain to
Ibeza, the first island in the Ballearics. It was nerve

wracking, if not really problematic. Our departure sighting was
Roldan, a mountain where a hero of the same name, in an
obvious fit of pique, tore a huge chunk from the summit ridge
and hurled it at his daughter’s suitor. Our landfall on Ibeza was
a spectacular rocky island named Isolte Verde.

In the calm of the quiet time just after the dawn it has the
lurking menace of a half-submerged beast, broad-headed, with a
monstrous rhinoceros horn. It is easy to understand how it came

to be believed that this landscape was made by the old Gods. It
is simply too fantastical to have been done any other way. There
are legends in every rock, and every turning has a story, and all
the stories are true. 

To prove the point, by the end of the day, we had ourselves
fallen into the clutches of one of the better known legendary
enchantresses, and we learned the true meaning of the ‘Golden
Fleece.’

Running along the coast, by mid-morning we discovered, or
did it discover us, a little beach alongside the port from whence
comes the marvelous Mediterranean sea salt. At that hour it was
deserted, and looked pretty harmless, with no one there but an
old man with a metal detector, looking for coins. There was no
way to know it was a trap waiting to spring.

By noon the shoreline was still deserted, apart from three or
four restaurants and bars that appeared magically from behind
their shutters—and a thousand or so people. They are lazily
grilling themselves in the sun while underneath the olive trees,
and with the wood thereof, others are gently grilling lunch.
Nobody seems to own much in the way of clothing, but they do
seem to have quite a lot of enormous motor yachts. Just different
spending priorities I guess. 

As soon as the hook goes down, a charming young man
appears in a zodiac dinghy offering to take us into the beach. Or,
should we prefer, he will bring the drinks and comestibles out to
us. This young man can get into a rubber boat, while it bumps
about in a little beach wave, with a tray of drinks balanced in best
waiter style on one hand. Then, without putting the tray down,
he pulls the string on the outboard and runs out through dozens
of naked bathers, all without spilling a drop. With the benefit of

hindsight, I realize now that I
had just met a mythic figure
from Homeric legend. This was
Circe herself, disguised as a
multilingual beach boy, and we
are about to have her spell put
on us, and get turned into
Gaderian swine, along with the
rest of the unfortunates lining
the foreshore.

Since getting our dinghy off
the deck and into the water is
difficult, even with two people,
we allowed ourselves to be
carried in, as befits Canadian
Royalty—there is an oxymoron
if ever I  heard one. Beach
chairs are instantly made
available, with freshly
laundered mattresses, slip-
covers, and even an umbrella.
This takes mere seconds, and all you have to do is nod. 

Spanish is so easy! Next is to ask for, in pidgin Spanish, a
Tinto Verrano, and a gin and tonic. ‘Poof,’ and the best G&T ever
materializes almost instantly. There is enough Gordon’s in it to
stop a Cretan ox, and it is really cold, and the Tinto Verrano is
lovely and light, and nutritious, with naranjas and so forth. It can
easily be drunk by the bucketful. The temperature in the shade
of the umbrella is hovering around 34º, and the water is crystal
clear, and there are beautiful, almost naked women everywhere.
It seems like a reasonable place and way to get slowly plastered,
eating a litre and a half of wonderfully garlicky mussels in the
meantime, so we do. Circe has us firmly in her spell, and she does
not show her fangs until the bill arrives.

Apparently, the beach is free, but the beach chair is not a
courtesy, it is rented, as is the slip cover, and the mattress, and
the umbrella. The food and drink is actually only a bit more
costly than at a very high end Vancouver restaurant, which of
course does not have a beach (and is still in the last throes of the
ice age). Compared to the rental on the deck chairs, and the
associated accessories, it seems a bargain. No wonder no one can
afford clothing.

It took us, in fact, two days to break the spell. The lives of the
Gaderian swine were actually not really that awful, just
unsustainable. On the third day we rose early in the morning,
before the enchantresses appeared with their umbrellas and
deck chairs and garlic crushers and pots of olive oil, and fled,
with the budget in tatters.

Very little seems to have changed in the Mediterranean in
three thousand years. I think charts and cruising guides and
nautical almanacs are a waste of time here in this legend-filled
ditch. The best navigational information remains that written by
Homer a few thousand years ago. The only reason that Odysseus
escaped as intact as he did was that he took his own dinghy to the

beach. The other lesson is that nodding when you do not
understand the language is very expensive.

The next stop was Palma, where the marina manager has
only one eye! I am not making it up! He seemed to be a nice guy,
and I had to ask. He blamed a diving accident, and admittedly
the remaining eye is not centered in his forehead. But we are
wiser now, and we know better than to take anything for
granted, don’t we? 0

Prisoners of Circe: 2 Days on the Beach at Ibeza ~ John  Carlton

Servant of Circe delivers refreshments

Land of legends

Slow Islands beginnings
Kathy Dunster’s ‘The Origins of the Slow Islands Movement’ as
well as 15 other papers on subjects of interest to island dwellers
in British Columbia are now available in book form. The
proceedings of Denman Island’s August 2004 ‘Conference on
the Islands’, have been bound together with some fresh,
challenging, and provocative papers.

The book contains interdisciplinary explorations by 16
authors, including: Briony Penn—exploding some ecological
principles; David Hicks—challenging the scotch broom myth;
Jennifer Balke—looking at the landscape through the eyes of a
newt;  Dorrie Woodward—delivering a message from a moth;
Kal Holsti—reflecting on aspects of warfare amongst coastal
aboriginal peoples; Hamish Kimmins—elaborating on
ecological theatre on Denman Island; Kathy Dunster—
proposing a ‘slow islands’ a movement (which has since inspired
many new ideas within the Salish Sea islands). Also included are
the original papers of Louise Bell, Graham Brazier, Gerald
Hodge, John Millen, Ron Sakolsky and Trudy Mitic. 

Copies cost $25 plus $3 mailing, e-mail otis@island.net; and
are available at Abraxas Books, Denman Island; Pages Books,
Gabriola Island; and Volume I in Duncan. 

‘Proceedings of the Islands of British Columbia Conference:
Denman  2004’, Graham Brazier and Nick Doe, ‘Arts Denman’
PO Box 23, Denman Is, BC V0R 1T0 (ISBN 0-9738949-0-3). 0

                 


