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Happy New Year! See more Lantern Festival pics on page 2. 
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Concerned individuals around the
Salish Sea are building their own
body of data and political force to

challenge the Department of Fisheries and
Oceans’ (DFO) management of the Strait of
Georgia herring fishery. 

There was a strong public response to
Island Tides’ November 17 article on the
massive quota increase of the winter food
and bait herring fishery, which reported that
the impacts of the increase could be
‘catastrophic’ for the just-recovering local
herring populations around the Salish Sea.
In some bays, the fish haven’t been seen
since the reduction fishery days of the
1960s.

Islanders wrote to Minister of Fisheries

and Oceans, Keith Ashfield, asking for a
moratorium on the herring fishery until
stocks recover. He responded, ‘recent
fishing patterns in the food and bait fishery
have focused efforts on the major bodies of
herring as they migrate into the Strait of
Georgia in preparation for spawning. 

‘The fishery is limited from November to
February to support this pattern, and fishery
management practices have endeavoured to
avoid operations in areas that have
supported small early or late spawnings that
could represent unique herring ecotypes.’ 

However, there is very little data to
enable DFO managers to avoid operations
in these areas and there is no mention of this

Islanders respond for herring ~ Briony Penn

HERRING, please turn to page 9

Most of the time, BC Ferries arrive
at their destinations in a graceful
and dignified fashion. About ten

times a year, they don’t.
According to BC Ferries spokesperson

Deborah Marshall, vessels in the fleet arrive
at terminals 500 times a day, so it’s not
surprising that there is the occasional ‘hard
landing’. Hard landings on the biggest
ferries are a matter for considerable
concern. Sometimes they do enough
damage to put the ferry, or the terminal, out
of action for a while. 

On December 20, at about 10:30am,
Coastal Inspiration, one of the newest
‘Super-C’ ferries, crashed into the dock at an
estimated five knots upon its arrival at Duke
Point near Nanaimo. The terminal was
seriously damaged and is now closed for an
indefinite period, and the vessel put out of
action until about January 20. Some 350
passengers and 100 vehicles were aboard.
Thanks to a last-minute warning over the
ship’s PA system, only one crew member
and one passenger were injured, and not
seriously.

Marshall identified the cause of the crash
as an ‘electronic failure’ on the bridge. The
ship could not be slowed as it approached
the berth; further investigation is promised. 

According to reports, this happened at
least once before. The Coastal Renaissance

experienced a similar failure about two
years ago. But on this occasion, the ship was
apparently well back from the berth and the
problem occurred as the skipper tried to
slow the vessel to enter harbour. There was
enough time for the ship’s engineers to put
backup systems into operation.
Super C- and C-Class Ships
The three ‘Super-C’ ferries Coastal
Renaissance, Coastal Inspiration and
Coastal Celebration were designed and
built by the Flensburger Shipyard in
Germany in 2007-2008 to performance
specifications modeled on the ‘C-Class’
double-ended Queens of Coquitlam,
Cowichan, Oak Bay, Surrey and Alberni,
designed and built in BC in 1976-1981. 

The original C-Class vessels have a
capacity of 1500 passengers and 362
vehicles, and a maximum speed of 21 knots.
At each end of the ship they have a single
controllable-pitch propeller, 3.65 metres in
diameter, and a wheelhouse with a full set
of controls at each end. These BC-built C-
Class vessels have two diesel engines driving
each propeller through a gearbox. 
Super-C Design Change

On June 30, 2005, the Queen of Oak Bay
could not be stopped as it entered the
terminal at Horseshoe Bay. It plowed into a

An arrival too sudden: Duke Point crash
Patrick Brown

SUPER-C FERRIES, please turn to page 10

In December, the Citizens for Safe
Technology Society filed a complaint under
Section 47 of the Utilities Commission Act
requesting an injunctive freeze on the
wireless component of the Smart Meter
Program without delay. Until now, the BC
Utilities Commission (BCUC) has had no
say in BC Hydro’s program. And, so, says
the group, there has not been any
consideration of the public interest. 

Citizens for Safe Technology Society
states that, ‘The action taken is about
preserving the regulatory oversight and
democratic process we uphold under the

rule of law in British Columbia. BC Hydro
cannot be allowed to act with impunity,
without regard to the public interest, on a
matter that raises serious concerns with
respect to human health, environmental
integrity, individual privacy and civil
liberties.

‘The Clean Energy Act purports to excuse
BC Hydro from having to obtain a BCUC-
issued Certificate of ‘public convenience and
necessity’ but not with respect to the
wireless and snooping components of the
Smart Meter Program,’ the Society
concludes. 0

Injunction filed against smart meter program
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Elves on Mayne Island set up a reflective display at the Japanese Gardens. To learn more about Japanese heritage
on the Islands, see Heather Martin’s article in the September 22, 2011 edition of Island Tides. 

An ad hoc committee representing a number of
Pender Islands groups received great news just
before Christmas. A joint federal and Nature

Conservancy of Canada ‘matching funds’ grant of $458,000
was approved. When fundraising is complete, the funds will
purchase a 43-acre land parcel that contains a portion of
Shingle Creek watershed, the largest watershed on North
Pender Island.

The committee has been working for two years,
representing Magic Lake Property Owners Society, Magic
Lake Water and Sewer Local Services Committee, Pender
Islands Parks and Recreation Commission, the Capital
Regional District (CRD), North Pender Local Trust
Committee, and Pender Island Conservancy.  

The parcel in question, appraised at $775,000, is 47% of
a larger 92-acre property which is subdividable, and is
owned by the Hunt family. The watershed is the catchment
area for the 800-home Magic Lake Estates’ Buck Lake
Reservoir and contributes to aquifer replenishment for the
wells of properties on South Otter Bay Road and south-
western Browning Harbour. If acquired, the plan is to
covenant the watershed parcel to permanently protect it as
parkland with a walking trail. 

Pender Islands Conservancy (PICA) is heading-up the
fund raising and the large NCC grant is a milestone,
especially as it was achieved in the very last days of that
program. The thorough appplication, including a baseline
ecological inventory study was submitted as recently as
November. The NCC has recognized the parcel’s high
conservation values and the Islands Trust Fund Regional
Conservation Plan states that it contains ecosystems of
highest importance for conservation.

Making the acquisition of the property an imperative is

the fact that, under current land-use zoning, nine houses
and nine cottages are permitted on the total acreage. There
is major concern that the sale of the property for
development could result in logging of the watershed
portion for its timber values. 

Clear-cutting of the steep slopes of Shingle Creek
Watershed could result in siltation of Shingle Creek and
uncontrolled run-off of precipitation as a result of the loss
of tree and brush cover. Both of these factors would have an
adverse effect upon the quality and seasonal duration of
water supply to Buck Lake Reservoir and consequently to
the users of the system.

The NCC grant requires both matching funds and a
$116,000 endowment fund for stewardship over the next
15 years. So fundraising phase two has begun in earnest. A
Royal Bank of Canada Blue Water Fund application is
underway. This fund is specifically earmarked for
watersheds, which is useful as federal and provincial
governments do not provide direct funding for watershed
purchase. 

Contributors to the project already are the CRD for a
grant-in-aid to assist with publicity, education and the
baseline ecological assessment, and the Pender Islands
Parks and Recreation Commission for paying the appraisal
costs. 

PICA is requesting the interest and support of Pender
Islanders to assist with the purchase. Islanders can help by
donating to PICA’s Watershed Acquisition Fund or by
volunteering to help with fundraising. Volunteers are also
needed to help with planning the management of the
watershed project. 

For further information please contact spokesperson
Graham Boffey, 250-629-3099 or pica@gulfislands.com. 0

Magic Lake watershed protection takes a leap forward

A People Cornucopia
Let us give thanks for a bounty of people.
For children who are our second planting, and though they grow like weeds and the wind too soon blows them

away, may they forgive us our cultivation and fondly remember where their roots are.
For generous friends, with hearts and smiles as bright as their blossoms; 
For feisty friends, as tart as apples; 
For continuing friends, who like scallions and cucumbers keep reminding us that we have had them; 
For crotchety friends, sour as rhubarb and as indestructible;
For handsome friends, as gorgeous as eggplants and as elegant as a row of corn; and the others, as plain as potatoes

and so good for you; 
For funny friends, as silly as Brussels sprouts and as amusing as Jerusalem artichokes; 
For serious friends as unpretentious as cabbages, as subtle as summer squash, as persistent as parsley, as delightful

as dill, as endless as zucchini, and who, like parsnips, can be counted on to see you through the winter; 
For old friends, nodding like sunflowers in the evening time, and young friends, coming on as fast as radishes; 
For loving friends, who wind around us like tendrils and hold us, despite our blights, wilts, and witherings; 
And finally, for those friends now gone, like gardens past that have been harvested, but who fed us in their times

that we might have life thereafter. 
For all these we give thanks.               

—Anon. (Island Tides thanks Nettie Adams for sending this along.)

Elizabeth May, Member of Parliament, Saanich–Gulf Islands
9711 Fourth St. Sidney BC V8L 2Y8 Tel: 250-657-2000 | Elizabeth.May@parl.gc.ca

Conscientious, caring, non-partisan constituency office service

Come & meet your Member of Parliament,
Elizabeth May, O.C., M.P.
Pender Island – January 12
Meet Your MP: 10 am to 4 pm, Town Hall: 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Pender Community Hall, 4418 Bedwell Harbour Rd.

Galiano Island – January 14
Meet Your MP: 12 noon to 5 pm, Galiano Grand Central Diner,
2740 Sturdies Bay Rd.
Town Hall: 6 pm to 7:30 pm, Lion’s Hall, 930 Burrill Rd.

Salt Spring Island – January 16
Meet Your MP: 11 am to 6 pm, Salt Spring Community Services, 
268 Fulford–Ganges Rd.
Town Hall: 7 pm to 9 pm, Gulf Islands Secondary School, 112 Rainbow Rd.

Mayne Island – January 21
Meet Your MP: 12 noon to 4 pm, Town Hall: 5:30 pm to 7 pm
Mayne Island Community Centre, 493 Felix Jack Rd.

Saturna Island – January 24
Meet Your MP: 11 am to 3:30 pm, Saturna Café
Town Hall: 7 pm to 9 pm, Saturna Community Hall, 109 East Point Road
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More daily flights home from the Mainland
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We’re all about the Islands
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Downtown Vancouver Harbour & Nanaimo Harbour

• Free Parking at Nanaimo Harbour & Vancouver Airport
• Free Shuttle to Main Terminal at Vancouver Airport
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Examining the cable ferry proposal for Denman Island ~ Doug Christie and Pete Kimmerly

Five BC Ferries representatives addressed a meeting
of about 60 persons on Hornby Island on December
5 regarding the proposal to replace MV Quinitsa on

Route 21—Buckley Bay to Denman West—with a cable ferry
of the same capacity. The project is complicated by the Ferry
Commissioner having requested that BC Ferry Services
(BCFS) consider whether cable ferry technology has a role
to play in small-Island ferries. 

The overall concept is to build Cable Queen for Route 21,
to release the current vessel, MV Quinitsa, for the northen
‘spare’ vessel, thus releasing another vessel to replace MV
Tenaka for the Quadra-Cortes route. The spokesman stated
that no decision has been made yet; the audience was
dubious.

A petition signed by half of the population of the two
islands served by Route 21 has been tabled in the BC
Legislature and apparently ignored. An article in the Globe
& Mailon October 10 seemed to be over-selling the project. 

The two authors, whose credentials are at the end of this
article, joined forces to review the project to see if there are
any fatal flaws to its execution. We think there are some. 

We agree that a cable ferry will use less fuel, but question
whether it will reduce the overall operating cost, or that
capital savings will result. There seems to be a rosy glow over
this project. Alternatives are not explained and optimistic
outcomes are predicted: length of cable no impact, 50-year
wind event less than we have recently experienced, Cable
Queenwill cost half as much as a new Tenaka. 

Retiring the Tenaka
The trigger for the project is the need to replace the MV
Tenaka on the Quadra-to-Cortes route. Its hull design does

not meet current standards; the vessel will not be recertified. 
We are told there are two ‘alternatives’: build a

replacement for the 30-car Tenaka for $35 million; build a
new 50-car Cable Queen complete with landing ramps for
$18 million to replace MV Quinitsa. (The difference in cost
is attributed to simplicity and better technology on Cable
Queen.) 

Plans for the Quinitsa
Cable Queenwould replace Quinitsa in Baynes Sound, but
not because Quinitsa is a problem; she has just been
through a midlife refit, including new engines, and
a virtually-new hull. The Buckley Bay ramp has
just been rebuilt to a new simplified design.

However, if kept as a spare and used on
another route the Quinitsa will become a
problem. Of the seven small-Island vessels
in the Northern Gulf Islands fleet, Quinitsa
has the lowest power per ton and is the
slowest. Baynes Sound is the quietest water in
which any of the vessels operate—Quinitsa and
Baynes Sound are a perfect match. 

The projected plan is to leave the Quinitsa available on
the Baynes Sound run, using the existing loading ramps for
a year, until the bugs are worked out of the new installation.
Thereafter the existing loading ramp at Denman West will
be demolished and not replaced, and the Quinitsabecomes
a spare vessel. 

In case of trouble with Cable Queen, access to Denman
will be via the Quinitsa around Chrome Island to the back
side of Denman, through some truly ugly water. Is the
Quinitsa designed to take that punishment, does it have

enough power, can she safely gybe into the wind to turn
north? Not known, but valid questions. 

Realistic Projected Savings?
This project is said to be justified on labour and fuel savings.
What is not said is that these have to be offset by the
additional expenses for routine and emergency cable
replacement, and the expectation of an Alternate Service
Provider to make a profit.

The potential fuel savings is real; it’s easier to pull a vessel
along a rope than to push it with a propeller. BC Ferry

Services (BCFS) claims a two-thirds reduction.  
The crew can allegedly be reduced from
seven to three, but this could be wishful
thinking. Crew levels, set by Transport
Canada, define the number of passengers
which can be carried, and are modified by
actual performance in timely vessel
evacuation. 
We have prepared a graph of passengers

allowed against crew size for all the BCF fleet,
using BCFS data obtained on the internet. The

computer-generated trendline indicates that with a crew of
three, a vessel would be limited to a passenger load of less
than 75. A more realistic estimate of crew reduction might
be one per shift, at a savings of about $200,ooo per year. If
it is so easy, why have they not done it already? As far as
cancelling union certification, this is not Alabama.

It was stated that it takes only two deckhands to load the
vessel. True, if you want to ignore the mate who is also
involved. A minor detail? Another rosy prediction.

CABLE FERRY, please turn to page 5

‘…with a crew
of three, a vessel

would be limited to a
passenger load of

less than 75.’

After a one-year hiatus, the 12th Magic Lake Lantern
Festival on Pender Island made a big comeback New
Year’s Eve. Three new key organizers—Production
Coordinator Jasmine Dine, Volunteer Coordinator
Tracey Gillespie, and Artistic Director Alaia
Hamer—worked closely together with Three on the
Tree Productions to coordinate ‘NOVO’. 
The event was filled with light and sound,

symbolizing the Phoenix ablaze in the dance of
rebirth. A large crowd of all ages attended, some
carrying their own hand made lanterns. Traffic,
crowd control and safety measures were provided by
volunteers, fire department volunteers, local RCMP
and members of the Coast Guard Auxiliary. 
Planning is already underway for 2012, see:
www.magiclakelanternfestival.com.

Celebrating Transformation, Renewal and Growth in 2012

Photos: Keith Berringer



Low Wages A Problem, Too
Dear Editor:
I’ve read Patrick Brown’s past submissions and, agree or
disagree, usually found them well thought out. This isn’t the
case with respect to your article on the European debt
situation in the Year-End-Edition, in which you compare it
to a Ponzi scheme. A Ponzi scheme by definition requires
someone who is deliberately taking investments, paying
interest on previous investments from the new income, and
skimming off a profit. There’s an element of intention there
that simply doesn’t exist in Europe, but that’s the least of
the problems with any comparison. 

Some European governments got themselves in too deep
betting on the future, hoping that investment in their
country would be returned by future growth in GDP
resulting from the investment.  Some got themselves in too
deep by providing more services to the general public than
the GDP and potential for GDP growth could sustain. In
Greece’s case, there was also a problem with a tacitly
accepted underground economy that avoided taxation,
creating income problems for the government.

The reaction of the public to the now-necessary cutbacks
and changes demonstrates that it was largely the public that
got damaged by the mistakes, and since a big part of those
taking the damage are government workers one can’t really
claim that government skimmed off the top.

There were, to be sure, some excesses where some
officials took bribes to support infrastructure for projects
that, as it turned out, had no future but this still doesn’t
come close to any equation with a Ponzi scheme.

If anything, I’d have expected you to make a deeper
analysis, pointing out that countries where people are paid
ridiculously low wages are getting better and better access
to international markets and that this is having an under-
current effect to the massive problems already facing the
world. There’s a sea-change happening in how goods and
services are supplied and shared; not all of it can be blamed
on globalization. Other countries and companies within
them are simply getting better at marketing internationally.

One can hope that wages in these other countries will
eventually rise to match, but there’s an inevitable pressure
down on wages in first and second world countries that
drags on productivity and causes wages to not keep up with
inflation.

There’s a better story to tell. 
Roy Smith, Galiano Island

We Just Don’t Get It, Do We?
Dear Editor: 
All the news these days concerning the rights of the First
Nations and the Enbridge pipeline diverts us from the major
consequence of the Gateway Project, which is only a matter
of time and money I think. 

We are not listening! Enbridge’s responsibility ends at
Kitimat. Who takes over that responsibility when the huge
tankers loaded with tar sands bitumen are ready to ply the
most circuitous and dangerous waters of the BC coast every
day? China. Now, I don’t know about you, but I have little
faith in Chinese  environmental standards, corporate
responsibility or their promises to follow rules or improve
human rights. Are we prepared to sell our BC coast for a few
jobs? 

An oil spill will happen. If not on those days when the
waves in Hecate strait are 20 metres high, then it will be
when a ship loses power and cannot outrun the dangerous
currents in the narrow passages. Those who think
technology, environmental standards and double hulls will
solve the problems are dreamers. 

Remember the ferry sitting on the bottom of the ocean
in a well-marked passage, or the Exxon Valdez that
destroyed countless ecosystems that have not recovered
after 20 years?

Our coastal communities, our tourism businesses,
fisheries, salmon and precious coastline are not for sale. Say
‘No’ to the Gateway Project.

Susan Paynter, Salt Spring Island

The True Meaning Of ‘Progress’
Dear Editor:
Some years ago, a friend and I were discussing the rash of
clearcuts and developments on the island. She said to me,
‘You can’t stop Progress.’ I am reminded of this discussion
by Richards Heinberg’s new book, The End Of Growth:
Adapting to Our New Economic Reality. At the time her
comment upset me; I never understood how someone
considers this ‘progress’. 

I chimed in with all my arguments about ‘progress’
supposing to mean an improvement. What I see happening
has everything to do with making money (resource
exploitation for short-term gain) and little to do with
making the world a better place. This kind of ‘progress’ has
left us locally with less than 8% of all our own sensitive eco-
systems (we lose over 10% every 10 years) and on the world-
scale destruction of the rain forests, ozone depletion,
over-fishing, disappearing habitats and species, peak oil and
climate change, to name a few.

I have thought of this conversation many times because
it points out to me the thinking we have to change. We have
grown up equating trees coming down, and oil and coal
coming out of the ground with ‘progress’, as if it can go on
forever and unlimited. For a time, it might have been
progress but not anymore.

This has to become an old way of thinking. We need to
have a new way of thinking about the future. It has to
include the things we value more than money, such as clean
air and water, healthy food, being able to play outside in the
sunshine, wilderness and beauty, and healthy communities
for all living things including our children.

Not considering in all our decision making the land and
all the other species that share this land with us, is leading
to a world that I don’t think any of us want to take credit or
responsibility for, or live in. We want to place blame
somewhere else because we feel we are just one person with
little influence. Businesses blame competitive pressures and
shareholders. Nations think of their own security and
wealth. This short-term thinking has brought us to the point
we are at now. It is irresponsible, antiquated, and
dangerous for life as we know it.

Albert Einstein said, ‘We cannot solve problems by using
the same kind of thinking we used when we created them.’
The world has changed. We can no longer do whatever we
want. Science has taught us we are not separate from the
life systems around us, and resources are limited. Our
responsibilities must extend not just to the ‘here and now
and me’ but to all time and all life. This would be true
progress. Maybe we can’t stop progress but we can change
what we mean by it. 

Come to a Transition Salt Spring event on January 26
and listen to Richard Heinberg speaking by live webcast
about Life After Growth (details in ‘What’s On?’, page 6).

Jean Gelwicks, Salt Spring Island
CETA Impacts

The following letter was sent to the premiers of the
provinces of Canada. 
Dear Premier:
I am sure you are aware that the Government of Canada is
trying to make a trade deal with the European Union—the
Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA)—
claiming that it will bring jobs and investment to Canada. 

However, Canadians have no official information about
what it will entail and details are not forthcoming from those
in our government who are trying to make this deal. 

We do have some information from Europe which is not
very encouraging about local procurement at both
provincial and municipal levels. These are to be opened up
to the international companies based in Europe, amongst
which are the French water corporations Veolia, Ondeo and
Saur. They will no doubt get very upset if they cannot control
the water here in Canada.

Without provincial acceptance CETA cannot happen.
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Norris William Amies 1920—2011
On November 29, 2011 Norris William Amies, at the age of 91,
let go his suspenders and shot straight up. Norris was born
October 22, 1920 on Pender Island and grew up with his sister
Addie and three brothers Alex, Jack, and Bob.  

Born the son of Captain Benjamin Amies and his wife Annie,
Norris always loved the sea. In his early years he worked at the
saltery on the island before joining the Royal Canadian Navy in
1938. He served on corvettes in the North Atlantic during WWII.
After the war was over, Norris returned to Pender Island where
he worked on logging. Later he returned to the sea, sailing up
and down the coast while working on the tugs and fish boats.

In 1955 he married the love of his life, Elizabeth (Beth) Clague
and they had three children, Ron, Lorrie, and Kari. In 1960 he
came ashore and took a job with the Department of Highways
on the island until his retirement in 1982. Norris was an active
member of the community with both the Legion and Lions
clubs. Although some would say he was a little rough around the
edges, Norris was generous to a fault and was always there to
lend a hand or (if needed) to give you the shirt off his back.

Norris loved to go fishing and was a successful fisherman, but
hard to fish with, as patience was not his virtue. If there was
nothing biting in the first five to ten minutes, he would be
changing gear or moving to a different location. Norris was also
an avid hunter but his hunting was mostly limited to the front
lawn.

Never one to pass up on a good time, Norris was one of the
founding members of the Pender Island Shed Drinkers
Association where many a tale was told and ditty sung over a nip
or two. Over the years he witnessed firsthand the steady increase
in membership and the changing  of the Association’s name to
the ‘Office’ as it is known today.

On September 30, 2011, his wife of 56 years, Beth Amies
,passed away. Norris Amies is survived by his brother Bob, three
sister in-laws, Edith, Margret, and Nora, son Ron (Karen),
daughters Lorrie (Cecil), Kari (Rick), grandchildren Alexander,
Mackenzie, Ben (Melissa), James, Joe, and Sadie along with the
newest addition, great-grandson Mason, numerous nieces,
nephews and their families.  Norris will be greatly missed by his
family, friends and distilleries.

The Amies family are very grateful to the medical and
homecare staff on Pender Island and wish to thank them for all
their support in enabling Dad to spend his final days at home.

A graveside service will be announced this year. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made to the Pender Island Cemetery
fund. 

Cheers Dad.  Your wooden overcoat is here. —RA

Costly Cables
The largest unknown cost is routine and emergency
cable replacement. There are two factors involved: cable
diameter and cable life. One can hire all the experts one
wants but there is nothing like actual experience. We
wonder how much of that there is in Canada or the US.

The Cable Queen will have three stationary cables,
two outside cables to keep the vessel on its track (sort of
like flexible railway tracks) and a centre drive cable,
which may be a smaller diameter. The steel cables must
be sheathed in plastic to protect them from the corrosive
saltwater. The cables lie on the seafloor to allow marine
traffic to pass overhead. On each pass of the vessel, the
cables are lifted and then returned to the bottom. The
guide cables run through sheaves at the four corners of

the vessel. The drive cable runs around a drum which is
driven by an onboard engine, probably through a
hydraulic system. Controls are speed and brake. There
is no steering.

Here is where we are most at odds with the BCFS
staff. Based on the very limited data we have, including
some crude experiments, we feel it would be appropriate
to estimate on the basis of guide cables of at least 2½"
in diameter and an annual replacement schedule, and
then see if we can work it down. BCFS are estimating a
cable diameter of 1¾" to 2" and a three-year cycle. 

Between tugs, barges and ski-hills, there is a viable
industry in cable manufacture and installation in BC.
The largest cables made in steel are 2½"diameter. The
largest size for which a continuous 2km cable can be

CABLE FERRY from page 3

CABLE FERRY, please turn to page 11

BC, Alberta and Saskatchewan have an extension of
TILMA called the New West Trade Partnership
Agreement that allows companies which believe they
have been deprived of profit by the actions of a
provincial or municipal government to ‘sue’ for
perceived loss of profits before a TILMA-type tribunal,
not a court of law.  

We know that this is proposed as an ‘all provinces
and territories’ deal, and that some of you, or your
previous leaders, have been wise enough to say ‘no thank
you’. 

To put our municipalities in the position where they
have to surrender the control of water, for instance, or
be sued by any one of the above-mentioned companies
for perceived loss of profit is completely unacceptable,
but this will happen if CETA goes ahead. By NAFTA, we
will have to allow the same rights of bidding for those
water rights to US and Mexican companies. There will
be water wars in Canada, resulting in our water no
longer being either a Canadian or Provincial Commons,
but rather a resource to be owned and exploited by
foreign companies.

I am using water as an example, but it will not stop
there as every resource we have in Canada will be treated
the same way, and if we try at a provincial level to protect
our environment with reasonable regulations, we will be
sued for lost profits.  

In 2011, the Union of BC Municipalities passed a
resolution condemning this CETA, asking our BC
government to stand up against it, which they will not

do. The Canadian Union of Municipalities is much
weaker in their condemnation, perhaps because they
have federal funding to protect. 

How do your Provincial Unions of Municipalities feel
about this? I agree that some ‘limited’ foreign
investment in Canada is potentially a good thing as we
seem not to want to invest in Canada ourselves, but
outright ownership of everything by foreign
corporations is not, in my view, in our best interests.

We know Mr Harper wants to go down in history as
the man who destroyed Canada, but the question is do
you want to join him in that endeavour? Or do you want
to be able to tell your grandchildren that you helped save
Canada for them to enjoy and protect?

When Mr Harper and the EU have done their work,
the west coast ocean will be black with bitumen, no
whales or salmon runs (the salmon farms will be
destroyed by the bitumen spills), no birds, bees or other
insects and thus no pollination of fruit trees or local
natural foods, just GM junk; mountains logged bare,
mined and paved with empty houses everywhere and
lakes pumped dry of water to be shipped to California.
Our water tables will all be poisoned by toxic mine
tailings and hydraulic ‘fracking’ for gas, and most likely
from bitumen spills from pipelines. If we try to protect
all this, as mentioned above, we will be sued.

I do not believe that this is the wish or dream of real
Canadians, so I am asking you to say a resounding and
unified ‘NO’ to the CETA.  

Jeremy Arney, Victoria 0

LETTERS from previous page
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Weekends in January
Weekend Family Fun Swims—enjoy Saanich
Commonwealth Place’s wavepool, waterslide, diving
boards, pirate ship, toddler pool, swirlpool, family
changerooms, steam, sauna & Aqua Terra Cafe • Saanich
Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat
Bay Hwy at Royal Oak Exit) • FRI: 7-9pm; SAT: 1-4pm &
6:30-8:30pm; SUN: 1-4pm & 6-8pm • Info: 24-hour Swim
Info-line 250-475-7620 • IN SAANICH

Friday & Saturday, January 13 & 14 
‘Three Worlds’ CD Release concerts—join Prevedoros,

Golden & Joy to celebrate their new
album • FRIDAY, JAN 13: Pender
Islands Community Hall; SATURDAY,
JAN 14: Mayne Island Community
Centre • All shows 7:30pm •
Tickets: $15 @ the door or in

advance at Talisman Books and Southridge Store (Pender);
and at the Trading Post and Tree Frog Gallery (Mayne) •
Info: www.manzanitaproductions.com • ON PENDER &
MAYNE ISLANDS

Saturday, January 14
Pentaedre—Woodwind quintet,
presented by the Saturna Arts and
Concert Society • 4:00pm •
Community Hall • Tickets: $25 at the
door • ON SATURNA ISLAND

Thursday, January 19
Guy Few and Nadina Mackie Jackson—The
Travel Book:  Music from the Baroque era to
the present on trumpet, corno de caccia,
bassoon and piano for Gulf Islands Concerts
(Pender) • School Auditorium • 7:30pm •
Tickets: adults $25, children $5, high school
students $12 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, January 21
‘Midnight in Paris’—Pender Film Group presents Woody
Allen’s 2011 romantic comedy • 7:30pm • Community Hall
• ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, January 21
Brooks Point Update—The Pender Islands Conservation
Association and The Land Conservancy of BC will hold a
public information meeting to update the community on
the campaign to protect Brooks Point from possible
subdivision • Community Room of the South Pender
Firehall • 2pm • All welcome • ON PENDER ISLAND

Thursday, January 26
Life After Growth—Richard Heinberg speaks on his new

book: The End of Growth: Adapting to
our New Economic Reality, presented by
Transition Salt Spring and SSI
Conservancy • 7–9:30pm • Live
webcast at ArtSpring • Tickets: $10
Adults, $5 Students @ ArtSpring • Info:
www.transitionsaltspring.ning.com • ON
SALT SPRING ISLAND

Sunday, January 29
SSI Water Preservation Society—Annual General
Meeting with guest speaker Rick Nordin, PhD,
retired UVic Research Scientist: ‘Are Salt Spring
Lakes in Trouble? Effects of Climate Change,
Development & Introduced Species on BC
Lakes’ • Harbour House Hotel, Crofton Room • 2:30pm
•  All welcome • Info: www.ssiwaterpreservationsociety.ca
• ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Friday, February 3
Marc Atkinson Trio—melodic, sensual and awe-inspiring

music, presented by the Mayne
Island Music Society • 8pm •
Agricultural Hall • Tickets $15 @
Home Hardware, Happy Tides
and at the door • Info:
www.mayneislandmusic.ca •

ON MAYNE ISLAND

Saturdays & Monday, February 4, 6 & 18 
Native bees talks by Gord Hutchings • SAT, FEB 4:
Qualicum Beach Seedy Saturday, Qualicum Beach Civic
Centre;  MON, FEB 6: Gordon Head Garden Club,Gordon
Head United Church, 7:30pm; SAT, FEB 18: Victoria Seedy
Saturday, Victoria Conference Centre, 10am-4pm • Info:
sites.google.com/site/hutchingsbeeservice/announcement
• ON VANCOUVER ISLAND

What’s On?
VANCOUVER ISLAND & THE GULF ISLANDS
$33.60/$39.20 with image • Multi-venue: $44.80/$50.04

www.islandtides.com

In December, the Islands Trust Council elected a new
Executive Committee. Sheila Malcolmson, Gabriola Island
Local Trustee will continue as Trust Council chairperson.
Council members-elect Peter Luckham (Thetis), David
Graham (Denman), and Ken Hancock (North Pender) will
serve as Executive Committee Vice-Chairs.

The Executive Committee representative on the Trust
Fund Board will be Peter Luckham. Trustee Tony Law
(Hornby) and Trustee Susan Morrison (Lasqueti) were
acclaimed to serve on the Trust Fund Board. 

Local Trust Committee Chairs are as follows: Sheila
Malcolmson: Salt Spring and Executive Islands; David
Graham: Gabriola,  Gambier, Hornby, Lasqueti; Ken
Hancock: Galiano, Saturna, South Pender, Thetis; Peter
Luckham: North Pender, Mayne, Denman. Meeting
schedules are at islandstrust.bc.ca. 

Postal Problems on Mayne?
In December, the constituency office of Saanich-Gulf
Islands MP Elizabeth May heard from Mayne Islanders who
were having mail delivery problems. The office lodged a
complaint with Canada Post on their behalf, in hopes that
it would assist with the situation. Canada Post responded
that if there are further problems on Mayne with people
receiving their mail, they should call Canada Post with their
civic address. The number is 1-800-267-1177.

Jobs in Sidney
Ramsay Machine Works in Sidney, BC expects to double
their workforce early this year to build new loading
equipment to handle the growing demand for coal exports
at Neptune Terminals in North Vancouver. Neptune
Terminals has signed a $20 million contract with EMS-
Tech of Belleville, Ontario to build a new stacker-reclaimer
at the Sidney plant. Ramsay Machine Works expects to hire
up to 20 or 25 additional tradespeople for this project.  
Founders of The Haven Recognized 

Jock McKeen and Bennet Wong, founders of The Haven
Institute on Gabriola Island, will receive honorary doctorate
degrees at Vancouver Island University’s convocation
ceremony on February 9 at the Port Theatre in Nanaimo.

‘Jock McKeen and Bennet Wong are very deserving of
this special honor,’ said VIU President Dr Ralph Nilson.
‘Their work as consultants, leaders, educators and authors
has been recognized as an outstanding distinction and
achievement, and a shining example of excellence and
innovation to society in general.’

Since 1983, The Haven Institute has welcomed
thousands of participants on a journey of self-discovery
towards a more fulfilled life. Often called the University of
the Heart, The Haven is a major employer on Gabriola, and
has brought people from all over the world. McKeen and
Wong created the core programs which continue to be
taught.

They developed a rich variety of courses by blending
traditional Chinese medicine with western psychiatry and
humanistic psychology into a unique and in-depth
approach to self-development. They believe in an integrated
approach in body, mind and spirit, emphasizing
responsibility for the self in health, relationships and
lifestyle.

Nanaimo lawyer Gerry Owen, who nominated the two
lifelong friends and business partners for the honorary
degrees, said their work ‘became a harmonious blending of
eastern and western medical approaches. Through their
courses, people have discovered themselves in new ways,
often changing their lives indelibly, and thereby having a
positive effect on those around them. It is these courses that
make the Haven unique, and which continue to attract
participants in large numbers to this day.’

‘We feel deeply honored to be receiving honorary
doctorate degrees from Vancouver Island University,’ said
McKeen. ‘To be recognized for our life work is extremely
gratifying.’

Looking for
Pender Volunteers
The start of a new year is the
perfect time to make a
commitment to be more
involved in your community.
Here are some opportunities
to support health services on
Pender Island:

1) The community support
program is looking for
volunteers to help clean
medical equipment once a
month for the Red Cross
Loan cupboard. 

2) Additional volunteer
drivers for on and off-Island
medical and medical-related trips are also sought. Help
Pender Islanders get to medical appointments and take care
of a few town chores at the same time! Return ferry fare is
covered by the BC Travel Assistance Program and
volunteers are eligible for a tax credit for mileage. 

3) The ‘Take a Break’ program is looking to borrow a Wii
or Kinect game console and a basic multi-sports program
to offer the group an opportunity to re-experience sports;
and would be happy to have the owner present to act as a
host and instructor. 

For more information on all of the above, contact Andrea
Mills at communitysupport@shaw.ca. 
Whoops! ~ Christa Grace-Warrick

The typo gremlins got into a December 15 article about
mason bee husbandry, a version of which was held over
from a year ago. Not only did the little rascals (the gremlins
not the bees) remove the second ‘g’ from Gord Hutchings
name (two times out of three!), they left mine off entirely. 

Gord is a native bee expert, as some of you will know
from his native bee talks (for upcoming ones, see ‘What’s
On?’ at left). He sent in some clarification about bee-condo
cleaning: ‘When agitating the combination of cocoons with
sand, I would caution folks not to shake the container too
vigorously, but to roll it instead.’ 

He corrects those gremlins (and me) in that: ‘the adult
bees emerge, not ‘hatch’. Hatching is from an egg,
something the bee larva performed about 3-5 days after
being laid the previous spring when the mother bee
oviposited them.’

Gord prefers the spelling ‘mould’ not ‘mold’ (the gremlins
decided to mix it up and used both in the article!) Thanks
to Gord for setting things straight.
Dehydrators Now Available on SSI ~

Harry Burton
Funds from the Salt Spring Island Apple Festival have been
used to provide the highest quality food dehydration
equipment for locals wishing to dry food products. Apples
and apple lovers participating in the Apple Festival have
created some permanent results to help us create healthy
food products.

We have purchased ten stainless steel TSM Products
Food Dehydrators, manufactured in Buffalo, NY, with a
value of $725 each. They are about 2 feet x 2 feet x 2 feet and
have 10 stainless steel trays with a total area of 15 square
feet. One cycle of apples takes about 16-20 hours on a low
heat.

You may rent these dehydrators in two ways. Michael at
Gecko Green has five for rent to individuals for $15/week.
Harry Burton at Apple Luscious Organic Orchard has five
for rent to a business wanting to rent five at a time, at $10
each for a total of $50/week. It is hoped to initiate a fruit
leather business, or some sort of dried food business with
these five.  There would be a total of 75 square feet of drying
area in each cycle and a cycle would be less than 24 hours.
In theory, one week of rental could run 7 cycles of 75 square
feet, with a total cost to the business of only $50, plus
electricity.

We planned on having these in place to coincide with this
growing season, but had a few setbacks trying to get
stainless steel, which is the best material to have when
dealing with food products. We sent back some of the best
plastic dehydrators, so are a little late for this season, but we
have the best possible equipment available. 0

Round the Islands
Sara Miles & Co. 5TOPTODO

JANUARY 2012
1. Make realistic
resolutions that make you
feel good!
2. Talk to your doctor and
call 8-1-1 if you plan to
quit smoking.
3. Check your vehicle’s
antifreeze & washer fluid.
4. Watch for snowdrops
popping up…
5. Find a snow shovel?

Island Tides Photos
Send your Burns Night 

photos to news@islandtides.com

New Trust Executives
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Photo: Terrill Welch

January 1, 2012 ~ Just before dawn, Terrill scrambled along the slippery rocks of Reef Bay, Mayne Island, to greet the first sunrise of the new year.

What an incredible string of warm days. Our world
is brilliant green with grass growing anywhere
the winter light can shine and moss plumped up

with as much water as it can hold. I have seen dandelions
budded and ready to flower. Calendulas with their bright
orange daisies are hardly dismayed by our winter—so far. All
of the even mildly prone to dying-in-low-temperature potted
plants are safely stored in the greenhouse since I have had
so much time to walk up and down from the greenhouse
unimpeded by snow or other ghastly weather phenomena. 

The chard is starting to grow on last year’s plants and
most greens out in the garden are at least holding their own.
We can have and share fresh salad greens right now, planted
in April and May 2011 into the year 2012! Every tomato has
been eaten or is still ripening in trays in the house, along with
the red peppers. 

This bounty is so good for us! In the wonderful Christmas
season I seem to have slithered into a habit of consuming
delectable treats—homemade eggnog, fruitcake, sausage
rolls—all locally made and divinely delicious. It takes a lot of
salad to balance this festive fare and some self-will to
downsize and leave those calorific offerings where they lie!

Since Winter Solstice, we are gaining daylight by about a
minute a day—prolonging the afternoons about nine
minutes so far. The dawns seem to take so long to fire up—
kind of like fluorescent light bulbs. 

Annual Bird Count
The Christmas bird count took place December 17, a
Saturday that was balmy compared to last year’s sleet, rain
and black clouds. Warm days make for more leisurely bird
counts and the likelihood that you will walk up over that
ridge and just poke around for a bit more. 

Ilka Olsen and Harvey and Pam Janszen are getting ever
fancier with organizing the count. Ten or so days before, they
organized a slideshow to refresh everyone’s mind on what
birds are likely to be spotted at this time of year (which are
residents, which might be passing through while migrating
to warmer climates) and give some of their behavioural
characteristics. 

On the warm day, four birdfeeder chroniclers and 23
observers were out stomping and peering around. They
counted 67 species, up from 54 last year, for a total 3,500
individuals. On Mayne, 73 species were counted and 74 on
Pender this year. Dark-eyed Juncos, kinglets and chickadees
topped the list for most common species. Thirty-nine eagles
were counted, one sharp shinned hawk, one red tailed hawk,
two Anna’s Hummingbirds and one barred owl. 

After the 4:30pm deadline, the band of counters repaired
to the Saturna Pub to tally the day’s observations, and for
libations and a light dinner. 

The organizing group, with funds and support from
Saturna Parks and Recreation, plans more events next time
to attract more, and even better informed participants to spot
and identify birds for 2012. 

Social Gatherings
Saturna had lots of social gatherings during the recent festive
season—kind of healing and hopeful. The community was
invited to an outdoor Solstice celebration with a big bonfire,
chili, wassail and a marvelous performance of an old mystery
play ‘The Sun in the Greenwood’. The players were
wondrously masked and costumed; bells clanged,
proclamations were spoken and gifts given. 

No Solstice could have been more beautiful with a full
moon, and a clear sky strung with stars. Appreciation and
socializing took place at the warming fire as bowls of chili
were handed out and the individual wassail cups joined the
embers and flames filled with hopes for the new year and all
that was discarded from the old year. 

Christmas Eve service at Saint Christopher’s was full to
standing room during a shared service with Dawn Wood and
Dick Walenta, and a guitarist and organ player to make the
carols even more majestic. Caroling has been revived after
about a ten-year break. Those on the ‘main drag’ of East
Point Road were delighted to be entertained on Christmas
Eve by a band of lustily singing carolers. 

New Year’s was celebrated in style at the Saturna Cafe
with its always sold-out, many-course repast and at the Rec
Centre with dinner, a band and singer and dancing. Most
festivities ended with the Polar Bear Swim on East Point
Road on January 1. About 13 Islanders jumped into the
water, swimming slightly and leaping for the shore—sort of
like cats who have fallen in!

Community Activities
I was thinking, what do many people in Saturna have in
common, besides riding the ferry? We have a choir, an arts
and concerts society, a ‘knit and chatter’ group, and a
number of organized groups of Islanders representing their
various interests and passions. 

It also seems that many Islanders want to move their
bodies and keep strong and flexible. The Saturna
Community Hall and the Rec Centre host these popular
activities: Yoga, Tai Chi, Chi Gong, Pilates, Karate, Stretch
and Strength, and low impact exercise. Then there are line-
dancing and badminton, adding music, fun and competition

Saturna Notes - Priscilla Ewbank
The Three Worlds album is a sophisticated jewel of world
music, recently recorded by three virtuoso musicians:
Galiano jazz and flamenco
guitarist Brad Prevedoros,
Victoria  guitarist Greg Joy (who
also plays flute and hammered
dulcimer on this recording), and
Victoria percussionist and world
traveler Niel Golden, a master of
the tabla (Indian hand drums)
and the rarely heard hang (pronounced hung), a steel disc
played with the hands and fingers.

The trio of musicians will be launching the album
January 13 and 14 with two Island concerts (see What’s
On?, page 6) and more in the near future. 

The CD’s three worlds are, broadly, Celtic, Latin jazz,
and Asian, but the intricate textures created by these three
instrumentalists interweave the musical traditions from
these cultures to create a world all their own. 

Rhythmic, yes, exciting and lively, and drawn from
many sources. Atmospheric, yes, blending percussive and
plucked strings in unique combinations; and exquisitely
melodic in form and thread.

Blended in complex counterpoint, which reflects not
only intricate writing by each of the three, but also joy in
the baroque tradition of contrast and complement, the
result is a series of pieces which give pleasure as either
foreground or background listening.

The impression they leave is one of balance and polish;
of mature and masterful work. 
Three Worlds, PG&J Music, 2011. 0

‘Three Worlds’ debut
Music Review by Patrick Brown

to the heart rates of participants.Considering our tiny year-
round population, Saturna offers a remarkable number of
classes; ten per week! We have four top-notch teachers who
hold weekly classes and three groups who function in a
cooperative manner, meeting several times a week. 

The Rec Centre also has an exercise room open to its
members. We have some diehard cyclists who are out in any
weather and, for the group that lives on the main road
between the ferry terminal and the General Store, walking
is common. 

Good for us hardy Islanders, delighting in sustaining
mobility and physical capabilities. In January there seems
to be a bulge in eager participants as the revelry and
festivities of Solstice and Christmas melt away. 0



agreements to be approved (dubbed ‘weasel words’ by The
Economist, and not unjustly). Instead of ‘legally binding’
agreements under the LCA track, the Durban agreement
sets out that the LCA commitments will be in the form of a
‘protocol, another legal instrument or an agreed outcome
with legal force.’

Some have denounced Durban as a complete failure;
others claim it was an historic breakthrough. In
truth, it was a bit of both. If this set of agreements
were all we ever achieved to reduce emissions,
human civilization would not have much
hope of survival. But if the negotiations had
made no progress at all, our hope of future
progress would be dashed. As Gwynne Dyer
commented in his analysis, Suicide Pact in
Durban (gwynnedyer.com), ‘The outcome at
Durban could have been even worse—a
complete abandonment of the concept of legal
obligations to restrict emissions —but it was very, very bad.’ 

What the EU, low-lying island states, Africa and
environmental groups all wanted was a legally binding
second commitment period under Kyoto. A second
commitment period under Kyoto was also the sine qua non
for China, Brazil and other growing economies to take on
new commitments under the LCA track. EU leadership
gained the lifeline to Kyoto with a second commitment
period, to begin January 1, 2013, avoiding any gap in legally

mandated reductions. 
The weakness is obvious.

The targets for reductions,
on the order of 20-30%
below 1990 levels by 2020,
only apply to the European
Union and a handful of

other countries -- Norway, New Zealand and Australia. 
But what did the EU gain to win that second

commitment period? An LCA track decision for an all-
inclusive set of reductions (having ‘legal force’) negotiated
by 2015, to take effect by 2020. 

And here is where it is clear the negotiations failed. 2015
is too late to act and 2020 is certainly too late to avoid

shooting way past those tipping points in the
atmosphere that preclude civilization from
having a chance. As one scientist put it to the
BBC:

‘The agreement here has not in itself
taken us off the four-degree Celsius path we
are on, but by forcing countries for the first
time to admit that their current policies are
inadequate and must be strengthened by

2015, it has snatched two-degrees Celsius from
the jaws of impossibility.

‘At the same time it has re-established the principle that
climate change should be tackled through international law,
not national voluntarism.’ (Michael Jacobs, visiting
professor at the Grantham Research Institute on Climate
Change and the Environment in London, UK).

Lessons from Durban? Kyoto still matters. For
Canadians to help the global process, we need to reverse the
letter of intent to withdraw from Kyoto, which will not take
effect until December 31, 2012. Somehow, we need to
mobilize a global public to take on the fossil fuel industry. 

There is still hope, but with each year’s delay, we have
less time. The atmosphere is not negotiating with humanity.
And time is not our friend. 0

See ad page 2 for times and dates in January when MP
May will be available to meet with constituents on the
Southern Gulf Islands. 
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  Arrive at a 

  
 

  Our quality accommodation includes 
        Indoor pool, sauna 
        free parking, in-room coffee, 
        a convenient location          
        and a warm welcome. 
        Stay with us.   

    
      from 

 
 

3110 Douglas St, Victoria BC V8Z 3K4 
across from Mayfair Shopping Centre. 

1-800-997-6797 
www.blueridgeinn.ca 

 
* Single occupancy. Subject to availability. Valid to March 31,2012 

Water Storage for Rainwater &
Well Water Systems

BARR Plastics – The Best Prices & Supply for Water Tanks

COMPLETE LINE OF RAINWATER FILTERS, PUMPS & ACCESSORIES

Accredited 
Rainwater Systems 

Professionals!
barrplastics.com
1-800-665-4499

Last hours in Durban.

20
January 24, 1992
Galiano Island

The Minister of Municipal
Affairs approved Local Trust
Committee Bylaws 81-85.
Intended to enable future
land use planning, the
bylaws prohibited

residential use of the Forest
zoned lands comprising
half of Galiano’s land area.

years ago in

Home on Canadian soil for the last few weeks, I have
been happy to enjoy Christmas in Sidney, but
having trouble shaking the residual depression

from Prime Minister Harper’s decision to legally withdraw
from Kyoto. 

Naturally, most Canadian media coverage focussed on
Canada’s role in Durban, not on the results. 

To give you a sense of the nail-biting finish, look at this
photo, taken (not by me) in the wee hours of Sunday,
December 11 as two weeks of negotiations, and three days
of round the clock talks, hung by a thread.

Since 2005, climate talks have been moving along two
tracks—decisions under the 1992 UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change (described as the Long-term
Cooperative Action, or LCA, track) and under the 1997
Kyoto Protocol. The key difference between the two tracks
is that the US is part of the 1992 FCCC, but not Kyoto. All
other countries are within Kyoto, but the support for a
second commitment period has been waning. Sub-issues
abound, from funding adaptation, to monitoring, to how to
account for changes to forest cover. It is ultimately
enormously complicated. But it would be a mistake to think
it is challenging primarily due to its complexity. It is
challenging because the weight of some of the biggest
corporations in the world, Big Oil and Big Coal, have been
blocking progress. 

People talk about ‘the UN’ as though it were a building,
or a bureaucracy. It is both, but it is in its workings, and
failings, a collection of nations, and they are a collection of
people. 

This photo illustrates what the UN looks like. It is not
institutional. It is excruciatingly human. Here you see the
faces of the key movers of progress (or blockers of progress
depending on where you sit) after many sleep-deprived
hours. 

Standing is the President of COP17, the woman who
chaired all proceedings, formal and informal, South African
Minister of International Relations, Maite Nkoana-
Mashabane. To her left sits India’s Minister of Environment
and chief climate negotiator, Jayanthi Natarajan. Across
from her, the blond woman in profile is Denmark’s former
environment minister, the woman who unsuccessfully
battled her own prime minister to try to avoid disaster in
Copenhagen at COP15. (William Marsden’s new book, Fools
Rule: Inside the Failed Politics of Climate Change, Knopf
Canada, has nailed down critical details of how and why
COP15 went so very badly). Connie Hedegaard left Danish
politics soon after the Copenhagen train-wreck to take up
the challenge of negotiating climate on behalf of the EU. 

There in that snapshot is the drama of our future in
negotiation. Three women working in English, not the first
language of any of them, translation headsets abandoned
on the table. In the end, it was the Brazilian minister who
found the language that allowed the whole package of

Durban and the road ahead — Elizabeth May, MP

‘The UN…
is not

institutional. 
It is excruciatingly

human.’



practice being required in their Fishing Plans.
In response, John Matsen, of the Howe Sound Herring

Recovery Project, is coordinating an alliance of people to
monitor spawning sites, put up posters showing what a
spawn looks like, and restore a herring-rich Salish Sea.

The project needs Islanders to send reports of herring or
spawning in local bays. The task requires watching the bays
between January and April for signs of spawn and notifying
John. 

He can send posters for distribution and is looking for
individuals from different islands interested in building an
advocacy/education and restoration group for the long
term. Contact John Matsen at drjonnmatsen@shaw.ca. 

Letters to Minister Ashfield from the public need to
continue questioning how this fishery is going to avoid our
unique herring ecotypes when they don’t know where they
are and they haven’t told the fishermen to avoid them. 0 

Ed’s note: In December, SeaChoice removed Pacific
herring from their database of sustainable fisheries, citing
as the reason for the decision the recent management

changes by DFO to the fishery. Pacific herring is now
‘unranked’ until Seafood Watch completes a revised
assessment methodology to reassess the fishery.  

Prime Minister Harper and Fisheries Minister Ashfield in Ottawa, far away,
We are calling you from the far west, from where we live, in a bay;
Now to you, the herring may be just a very small, wee, fish
But to scoter ducks, and coho, and the spiny rock fish
The little herring are the very main dish! The main dish!

First Nations families love herring eggs, more than turkey
But too many have been caught, now they can’t get any!
Don’t you see, this is not fair! Don’t you see, this is not fair!
Now it is getting too much, for us bay people, to bear!

For the Great Blue Herons, the Orca, and even poor old hake
A four star meal, only, herring does make!

The harlequin ducks, the harbour seals, the big fat Chinook
All say, far too many herring have now been took!

So we want you to now hear—now really loud, really clear—
‘Stop killing our herring! to us they are dear!’
How can Chinook grow up to feed Orca, if herring are not?
So men of Ottawa, we need to talk with you, really a lot!

Come to BC, and please hear our side of this story
We may be small, far-away people but we are not really bore-y!
We are very upset, for we see the herring, in a big, dead, pile!
So come and share our now terrible world, just for a-while!

—David Ellis
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At the January 1 Pender Lions Polar Bear Swim in Browning Harbour, the temperature was five degrees Celsius with a 16mph easterly wind. But that didn’t stop the 22
participating ‘polar bears’ from diving in for a refreshing start to 2012, even if there was a fair bit of screaming.

At Trafalgar Homes, we believe the time has come 
for AFFORDABLE home options. 

If the home of your dreams is one that fits comfortably within
your budget, the licensed builder to choose is

TRAFALGAR HOMESTRAFALGAR HOMES

This home is only $110,602 to lock up
with a 2ft foundation on your property!

Visit www.trafalgarhomes.ca/it to receive your promotional offer
1-866-971-0239

Victoria 
(250) 412-1110 

Burnaby 
(604) 630-1114 

Courtenay 
(250) 339-6914 

www.watertiger.net 

Your Total 
Water Solution 

Gulf Islands Water Treatment 

Bacteria, Arsenic, Turbidity, Tannins-TOC, Hardness, much more! 
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~ Rainwater Harvesting
~ Water treatment for wells,

surface supplies & seawater
~ Filtration & Disinfection
~ Slow sand filtration
~ Small systems Health

Authority approvals

IS YOUR
WELL WATER

SAFE TO DRINK?
Contamination can occur

without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

 FOR SEPTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS

 Time-proven for over 25 years
 No maintenance required
 Lower overall cost
 Fits any lot shape
 Best choice for  
sensitive lakeside properties

 Passive system—no power required

eljen.com

 

   

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 

   

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 

   

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 

   

 

Property owners in BC can expect to receive their 2012
assessment notices this month. Meanwhile properties’
assessed values can be viewed online at
http://evaluebc.bcassessment.ca/Search.aspx.

Assessed property values on the Gulf Islands and
Vancouver Island are generally stable or have moderate
changes. However, the Province has raised the threshold of
the homeowner grant to accommodate rising property
values.  

The homeowner grant provides a reduction in residential
property taxes on principal residences of up to $570 in the
CRD and $770 elsewhere in BC. An additional grant of $275
is available to those who are age 65 or over, permanently
disabled or a veteran of certain wars. The government has
also announced plans to create a further grant of up to $275
for low-income Canadian Forces veterans with more recent

service, in the event they do not already qualify as seniors
or persons with disabilities.

Most home owners in the Capital Regional District will
see property value changes in the -2% to +5% range; in the
Comox Valley, most will see changes of -10% to +10%; in
Campbell River most changes are in the -10% to +5% range;
and in the Cowichan Valley changes are in the -10% to +5%
range. 

Owners of commercial, industrial and multi-family
properties in Greater Victoria will see increases ranging
from +5% to +15%.

Property owners who feel that their property assessment
does not reflect market value as of July 1, 2011 or see
incorrect information on their notice should contact the
assessment office as indicated on their notice as soon as
possible in January. 0

Property assessments in the mail and online

HERRING from page 1

The Song of the Herring – We Fish
(with inspiration from Dr Seuss, Horton & The Whos)



marina, damaging a number of pleasure boats, eventually
going aground on the mud. The cause of the incident was
identified as an ill-fitting pin in the gearbox, so the vessel
could not be put into reverse.

This incident occurred at about the same time as
decisions were being made about the drive train for the new
Super-C ferries. Seeking to avoid future gearbox problems,
BC Ferries Services (BCFS) specified a constant-speed, non-
reversible electric motor drive for the new ships, with
electric power provided by four diesel generators. 

On each Super-C driveshaft, there was to be a single
controllable-pitch propeller, five metres in diameter, with
four blades that could be adjusted to control the speed of
the vessel. The blades could also be set trailing edge first,
parallel to the ship’s direction of travel, to minimize drag
when the shaft was stationary and the vessel was driven
from the opposite end. (See more in the ‘Technicals’ Box.)

Stopping a Super-C
A marine consulting firm, Glosten Associates of Seattle, had
been engaged by BCFS to provide due diligence over the
design and build process. Their December 2007 report
finally became available in response to a Freedom of
Information (FOI) request last year.

From initial sea trials, the ship proved hard to stop. The
report notes: ‘The vessel exhibits…a crash stop head reach…
greatly in excess of the C-Class and somewhat in excess of
the Spirit Class. This performance…is basically the result of
a design trade-off with
speed and power, ie: the
hull and propulsion
system have been
optimized for high speed
with low drag and low
wake, (and low fuel
consumption), resulting in
a directionally stable vessel
which takes longer to stop
than as desired in the SOR
(the Statement of
Operational Requirements
from BCFS). This trade-off
between economics and
maneuvering performance
has been accepted by
BCFS management and
operating personnel.’

In other words, the hull
form is slimmer and more
easily driven than the
original C-Class ferries,
and with its greater weight (nearly double) it is harder to
stop. Time must also be allowed to change the pitch on the
aft propeller in Mode 1, or to deploy the forward propeller if
in Mode 2 (see Box). It is obvious that if the propeller pitch
does not respond to the controls, the ship will not slow at
all. 
Questioning the Constant Speed Drive 
The Glosten report states: ‘There was considerable
discussion…regarding the use of constant-speed propulsion
motors instead of variable-frequency drives. While the
constant speed motors simplify the overall system and
eliminate the high maintenance cycle converters, it results
in the propulsion machinery running at full RPM all the
time. The primary drawback is at the dock; where the
nearly-feathered propeller is rotating at full RPM, any
failure in pitch control could have severe consequences. This
system has been fully reviewed and completely accepted, so
while we do not suggest any physical changes, BCF should
fully understand the pitch control reliability and failure
modes, and consider including this topic in their vessel
training program.’

It was reported that the Flensburger Shipyard and the
American Bureau of Shipping, the responsible classification
society, questioned the use of constant speed motors.
More Constant Speed Motor Problems
Originally, the operating concept saw both propellers, set at
zero or near-zero pitch, running at full speed (Mode 2) while
the ship was berthed, loading and unloading. This gave rise
to many complaints from terminal users and residents of
Departure Bay and Horseshoe Bay about noise (‘just too
loud’) and vibration (‘rattling windows, floors and glasses
in cupboards, beds shaking’) from the Super-C vessels. 

These effects were reported in an April 2008 internal
BCFS report, made available in response to an FOI request.

It noted that vibration on the vessel’s inshore bridge was
‘intolerable’ at zero pitch, and there was ‘significant
vibration’ in passenger waiting areas of the terminal.
Propeller wash caused ‘extreme flow, flotsam, foam, and

sediment transport’; there were
also reports of erosion of the
Tsawwassen berth. (The tips of
the five-metre propellers run
very close to the surface,
particularly when the ship is
unloaded, and they travel at
close to 75mph.)

To address these complaints,
the recommendations of the
report included improving the
tie-up arrangements at the
berths, stopping the propeller at
the inshore end (effectively,
reverting to Mode 1), and
modifying the deflector wall that
protected the marina at
Horseshoe Bay.
Fuel Consumption

Conundrum
It was also becoming evident
that, far from using less fuel than

the C-Class vessels, the new ships were using up to 30%
more on the same routes. It seemed possible that some of
this fuel consumption was associated with running both
propellers when the ships were berthed. 
Factors in Coastal Inspiration Crash

Are there clues here as to the cause of the December Coastal
Inspiration crash? Passengers reported that the forward
propeller did not seem to come into operation until after the
vessel had hit the dock.

No doubt, a complete investigation will yield some
answers, and identify electronic or mechanical components
that may have failed. Reports of a previous and similar
incident, involving the Coastal Renaissance, added to
passenger concerns.

The constant speed drive strategy would seem to make
correct, certain, and timely operation of propeller pitch
controls on both ends of the vessel enormously critical. It
would appear vital for every Super-C vessel to complete its
changeover to Mode 2 well in advance of its approach to the
berth. 

Possibly, skippers minimize the use of Mode 2 because
it is noisy and generates vibration, causes erosion, and uses
more fuel. However, if Mode 2 does not start up when
required, both stopping and steering the vessel may be, to
say the least, very difficult. 0

Until Duke Point re-opens, BC Ferries will operate the
Duke Point-Tsawwassen Route via Departure Bay. The
route will operate on the regular schedule for the Duke
Point-Tsawwassen route, with  sailings running between
Departure Bay and Tsawwassen. 

The Queen of Coquitlam, which has smaller clearance and
carrying capacity, will sail the run while the Coastal
Inspiration is repaired. The anticipated return date of the
Coastal Inspiration is approximately January 20.
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Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• make a good contact for you?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?
VOLUNTARY SUBSCRIPTIONS help
keep all this great news coming!
If you already receive Island Tides in your mailbox, 
pick it up from a yellow box or rack located from

Victoria to Campbell River, or read online, you can show
your support by mailing a voluntary subscription of 

$25 + $3 HST = $28 
or amount of your choice to: 

Box 55, Pender Island, BC  V0N 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You
A heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you who have
sent voluntary subscriptions and extra donations.
Keep those lovely phone calls, cards, letters and
emails coming, too. We paste them all in our

scrapbooks!

UNITING ISLANDS BIG AND SMALL

SUPER-C FERRIES from page 1

Technicals: 2 Super-C Drive Modes
On a Super-C, the skipper chooses one of two drive modes. 

Mode 1 (in transit at speed): use the aft propeller on a
shaft revolving at full speed, controlling speed by angling the
propeller blades (pitch). ‘Feather’ the forward propeller, on
a stationary shaft, to provide minimum resistance.

Mode 2 (approaching the harbour): slow the ship by
reducing the aft propeller pitch. ‘Unfeather’ the forward
propeller and start its motor, making it available to slow and
control the ship. Control the vessel by both propellers
directing their wash over their respective rudders, one
against the other (the Super-Cs do not have bow thrusters).
Both propeller shafts run at full speed.

Danish simulation trials for the ships indicated that
docking was ‘demanding’ in 35-37 knots beam wind, and
‘hardly possible’ in 40 knots beam wind. This apparently met
with BCFS approval; a joint Flensburger/BCFS letter dated
March 29, 2007 said: ‘Besides the approval of the mode shift
procedure and the maneuvering performance, the
implementation of the rudder handle for the forward rudder
and the implementation of the power sharing of forward and
backward drive motor will be discussed further.’

Photo: Henny Schnare

The 2011 Winter Solstice Celebration and Feast on Galiano was a magical evening with record attendance. The evening began when Galiano’s children were welcomed into the Hall, lighting their way
with handmade lanterns through the woods to the 1926 heritage South Hall. The phenomenal potluck feast was a celebration of local harvest, followed by performances by talented local musicians
including Tamara Nile and Brad Prevedoros. A roaring bonfire circled by bench seating for everyone finished off the evening. An army of local volunteers made the celebration possible, especially
chef Alison Colwell and the marvelous crew from the Galiano Community Food Program.

!



ISLAND TIDES, January 12, 2012, Page 11

www.islandtides.com

The Bulletin Board

- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope

Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing

- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

250-652-0599
www.flynn.ca

AUTOMOTIVE

20+ years experience
Metal roofs & torch-on
Excellent references. 

BBB, Licensed, Insured, 
WCB, Visa, M/C.

www.soarecontracting.com

250-474-7325

STANDING SEAM
METAL ROOFING
FOR WATER

COLLECTION SYSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE

Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

ROOFING 
Ltd.

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

Fax 250-383-2198

LANCE VAESEN

On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications
• Docks • Moorings 

• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker
250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road

Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

• WATERWELLS

• HYDROFRACTURING
TO IMPROVEWELL YIELDS

• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE

An Island Family Business for 46
Years!

1-800-746-7444 
250-537-8456

www.drillwell.com          
drill@drillwell.com 

Besley
Design & Build
Renovations & Additions
Foundations & Framing
Siding & Roofing
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Timberworks & Arbors

25 years experience
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rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885  

Advisory services for
Water Wells
Aquifers

Groundwater

Hy-Geo Consulting

250.658.1701
www.hy-geo.com

information@hy-geo.com

FREE!
Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment  

REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!

Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up

also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria

Sooke • Sidney • Duncan
250-744-6842
250-732-4285

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788

Close to 
Sidney &  Victoria, 
Ferries &  Airport

Pick-ups arranged

Short & Long Term

Unlimited mileage 
on the Islands

Seniors’ Specials

GSARENTALS
AUTO

.com

Book with the best!
Mention this ad  for discount

Dave’s Drilling
& Blasting

Dave 250-537-7481
Callum 250-538-8640

“We don’t stand 
behind our work, 

we stand behind a tree.”

RETIREMENT

MOORINGS

Chris West 
Dive Services

250-888-7199/250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

Dock Chain Inspection 
& Replacement

INSTALLED, SERVICED,
MAINTAINED

steve Richards
250-629-6180/250-888-1303

toRCh-on MeMbRanes,
shingles, Metal Roofing,

CustoM flashing

Roofing RepaiRs &
new ConstRuCtion

MARINE

MOVED
HOMES

BE BOLD - GO GREEN
Character, Custom &
Contemporary Buildings

40+ buildings to
choose from

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-606-2237

FOR SENIORS

EXTRAORDINARY
Food
People
Experience

…deciding what comes
next just got easier…

250.537.8340
www.HeritagePlace.info

Heritage Place

Wood Burning 
Cookstoves

Lasqueti Island, BC
250-333-8885

Time
STOVES.ca

Comfort

Come Home to Comfort

Amish Design
Canadian Built

Airtight 
Economical
Sustainable 

Renewable fuel 
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HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

You are one of 43,000 people who will read this page!

FOR RENT
Port Washington/Hope Bay, Pender
Island. Charming, self contained
suite with private entrance. Sunny
and bright loft-like one bedroom and
den in pastoral setting.  N/s  ref.
reqd.  semi-furnished, long or short
term. $595/month Call 250-629-3964

Rent/sell/trade on Mayne Island.
3bed/bath 2-level home on half acre.
2800 sq feet. $850 up/$450 down.
Reduced to $199K. 604-783-9664.

trucked is 2¼" diameter. There must always be a full set
loaded onto trailers ready to go and stored in a heated
warehouse. The value of a single cable is between $150,000
and $250,000 depending on the size. The cost of facilities
to store, handle and retrieve cables may be up to $1 million.

We think that each of the guide cables must be able to
bear the full force of an incoming tide plus a Qualicum wind
(a local phenomenon). The centre drive cable could be a
smaller size. It should never bear the full force because that
will do internal damage to the vessel’s more delicate winch
drive system.

Wear of the cable mainly occurs by abrasion on the
bottom. The area swept by the cable in moving sideways
with the wind and tide increases by the square of the length
of the cable. The statement is made that the increase from
1.3km at Riverhurst in Saskatchewan to 1.9km in Baynes
Sound is trivial. In fact the potential for abrasion is more
than double. And 1.9km is the face to face distance—the
cable length is greater.

Risky Extrapolation
Ferries Critic Gary Coons has described this in the
Legislature as an ‘experiment’, which it is. There are 30 cable
ferries in Canada, only three of which are in the ocean, all
located where rivers discharge into protected harbours in
Nova Scotia. According to a listing on Wikipedia there are
no other saltwater cable runs in North America. The most
valid experience in design and operation seem to be with
four installations in England and Finland. There is nothing
approaching 2km in length. 

The Belleisle Bay crossing in New Brunswick has been
claimed by BCFS (Globe & Mail, October 10) to be the
longest operating saltwater run in the world. It is located
about 40km from the city of Saint John, up the Saint John
River; a possibly brackish river with no commercial traffic,
not an active ocean channel. The span is one kilometre, half
of ours. It carries 12 cars compared to 50. The tidal range is
only a matter of inches. 

Baynes Sound is the natural entrance to Comox Harbour
with commercial traffic. Can we assume traffic will not
increase in future? Baynes Sound has its own peculiar
weather patterns. Can we risk an essential service to a
prototype solution? We would like someone else to install
the first two-kilometre-long, 50-car cable ferry in a marine
environment with 16-foot tides, 80-metre depth and errant
winds. Use of the technology on this site at this time would
be a risky extrapolation of known technology and operating
practice.

Finally, this is the sole access to Denman and Hornby
Islands. There is no alternative road system to bypass it.
This is not true of any of the other systems discussed.
(Comparable systems may exist in the Aland islands
between Sweden and Finland.)

Question for the Future
Twenty years from now, if someone wants to consolidate
the Little River fleet into one entity, like give it back to
Highways where it belongs, would the Cable Queen be
looked on as a low cost asset, or as a liability in deploying
the fleet? This and further data will be at www.hornbyisle.ca
as we accumulate it. 0

Pete Kimmerly recently retired as the Senior Master on the
Hornby ferry run. He also participated in special studies and
tasks. Prior to coming to Hornby Island he spent 18 years in
the Arctic and was Master of the heavy icebreaker Terry Fox
for ten years. 

Doug Christie is a retired process engineer and project
manager. He spent over 50 years in the pulp and paper
industry. Like ferries, pulp and paper is capital intensive—
equipment is expected to last 40 years with no maintenance
breakdowns.

CABLE FERRY from page 5

When seaweed washes up on beaches there is a
misconception that it is a waste product of the
sea and serves a better purpose in your garden. 

Being gardeners, I’m sure you are aware that in nature,
nothing is ‘waste’. Beach seaweed is critical for the
incubation of invertebrate eggs from which resident and
migrating shore-birds feed. It is also home to numerous
invertebrates and terrestrial predatory insects which feed
within the wrack and in turn become prey for the juvenile
migrating salmon.

Even when the seaweed decays it is a critical source of

carbon for sea cucumbers, urchins, crabs and other
detritivores. These tiny particles of carbon created by the
decaying seaweed are essential nutrients for the
microscopic animals (zooplankton) which eat other
plankton. Plankton is the first link in the marine food chain
which is eaten by many organisms including mammals such
as baleen whales.

Seaweed harvesting falls under the jurisdiction of the
Ministry of Agriculture which allows for the harvesting of
‘small amounts of beach-cast seaweed for personal use’. 

I dare say, a  truck-load would not be considered a ‘small
amount.’ Not to mention that driving a vehicle on a beach

can destroy fish habitat and should be avoided at all costs.
If  someone is selling seaweed, then a harvesting license is
required from the Ministry of Agriculture to assure
compliance with the existing regulations. 

Instead of helping yourself to this natural and valuable
carbon source, which has a significant purpose in the grand
scheme of things, perhaps pay a visit to your local farmer
who has an abundance of manure which is created by
unnatural numbers and needs a purpose. 

The health of our oceans are constantly under attack,
please be part of the solution and not part of the problem! 0

Attention Gardeners! Seaweed cycle—not recycle - Edi Johnston
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Toll Free 1.877.826.5461
www.tamlinhomes.com

LANGLEY DISPLAY CENTRE Thinking about building remotely?
We can design and help you build your 
custom ‘Hybrid’ timber frame home. 
Visit Tamlin Homes’ new post & beam
head office for an eye opening tour!

Property owner’s checklist

Follow Us:

Have you received your 2012 property
assessment notice?

If it has not arrived in the mail by
January 20, call toll free 1-800-668-0086.

If so, review it carefully.

Visit www.bcassessment.ca to compare
other property assessments using the free
e-valueBC TM service on our website.

Questions? Call the office listed on
your notice.

Don’t forget...if you disagree with your
assessment, you must file a Notice of
Complaint (appeal) by January 31, 2012.

Well, they may or may not be soul
revealing, but kitchens and
gardens for all their ubiquity are

laden with secrets, mostly imagined. The
‘secrets’ of gardening, cooking, and living
are not found ciphered in the sand, rather
they are more a result of hard work and
time. 

Given, however, that we live in the
information age and not the age of
enlightenment, the closest we can come to
disclosing secrets is separating the useful
information from the trivial. This time of
year lends itself to reading, which might
imply a cozy book or a thin screen, which is
a convoluted way of saying, ‘Where should
you look for useful information?’

The first answer is simple: I scan. I am
always on the lookout for ideas so it
becomes a process: in books or magazines,
movies, traveling around the region, and in
conversations.

Take my learning to grow tomatoes, for
example. Old gardening books were the
beginning. Garden programs on TV were
another source. First-hand mistakes helped
most. Now when I have a technical question
I can ask around, look it up in some
handbook, or go online, usually all three. 

Now I know that tomatoes are tropical
plants and therefore need heat, they are
vigorous growers and therefore need a rich
loam, will produce adventitious roots and
can therefore be planted deep into the
ground to encourage better root growth. I
also learned that smaller tomatoes will ripen
faster than big ones so cherry varieties will
be ready before beefsteaks, and that I will
get a better yield from fruiting trusses
directly on the vine than those grown on
side shoots, therefore I pinch out all the
side-shoots. Then I learned that if I sow a
pinch of seed from a couple of varieties over
the hot water tank in late January, they will
germinate in 72 hours, transferred to a
heated bed in the greenhouse, transplanted
in late February and ripening fruit in June,
3 to 4 weeks ahead of my main crop. 

There are many thousands of books and
millions of internet experts available these
days. I cannot stop to look for the grand
compendium that purports to have all the
answers, so I look for ideas that answer my

questions quickly and simply. I need the
concept for a raised bed, not the plans for a
specific type.

Carolyn Herriot’s A Year On The Garden
Path is a good local book that rolls out tricks
and ideas faster than falling leaves. Once in
a while I will resort to the internet where I
learned with interest that the Bougainvillea
growing in my living room is one of 300
varieties native to Brazil, but it was my
Filipina friend who told me her mother used
to grow these vines in her garden and that
all the children were instructed to pee on
them to provide the nitrogen necessary for
healthy blooms. And since that is also one
of the best ways to treat fruit trees, guests
are invited to… 

Magazines and coffee table books on
gardens in other countries and other times
are immensely fascinating to me because
they provide an insight into other cultures
and other ways of gardening. 

Gardening is a very big business these
days and garden centres are planted with
many siren voices calling to take your
money, their promises a distant cry from the
reality of carving an Edenic clearing in the
forest. With glossy magazines and seed
catalogues, be cautious of universal claims
extrapolated from perfect conditions. 

As with gardening, I dislike cookbooks
that present recipes like a formula. What I
want are the principles: what and why? It is
fashionable these days to raid other cultures
for their cuisine, and given that most of us
do not have access to a brick oven or a
basket of fresh eels, we have to improvise. 

For my money, the best way to do this is
to go back to the source and adapt as need
be. I have a couple of ratty books I picked up
in Nepal years ago, badly written, often
confusing but they bring together such a

kaleidoscope of ingredients I find myself
raiding the pantry for things long forgotten
and substituting every second item to
produce something edible and interesting
even if it does violate every rule on the first
page. Consequently, I make a habit of
poking around for old cookbooks written
and produced on other continents. 

Speaking of old, John Edwards’ The
Roman Cookery of Apicius is a treasury of
one of the finest cuisines that ever graced a
table. There are other translations, but a first
edition Edwards with all the notes is the
most useful. 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New
York has a collection of reprint recipes from
centuries ago that are fun to try. Claudia
Roden is another good provider of ideas.
Speaking of adapting: I didn’t know until
recently that the North American fashion
for ‘healthy’ Mediterranean cuisine is just
another North American fabrication. 

Of the 30 or so countries that may be
qualified as Mediterranean, only three use
olive oil on a regular basis, the rest use
butter or vegetable oil. Another quirky book
I like to browse is Cucina Paradiso by
Clifford Wright. It’s all about Sicily and three
thousand years of culinary ideas. Vancouver
chef Vij has another great book on Indian
cuisine with lots of ideas and adaptations. 

The other way of cooking is to start with
a handful of ingredients then find a recipe
to combine them. Sometimes I wing it and
sometimes I resort to the internet where
even if the information is wrong it can be
fun. ‘Carrot & Date Salad’ for example is
either Indian, Moroccan or Jewish
depending on who you read. Who cares, it’s
a great salad. 

And next time you have vegan guests,
type in ‘lentils and mushrooms.’ 0 

refreshingly simple dishes

January Garden Calendar 
Brian Crumblehulme

Secret gardens of the heart
Where the flowers bloom forever
I see you shining through the night 
In the ice and snow of winter

Secret gardens of the heart
Where dreams live on forever
I see you shining through the night
In the ice and snow of winter

—Judy Collins

For fun try some vegetable  and fish kebabs
served with couscous. 

Cut chunks of potato and yam, swish
them with oil and toss them onto the
barbeque. Meanwhile, some mushrooms,
peppers, cherry tomatoes, zucchini and
sweet onions can be safely skewered and
painted with your favourite macerade

before adding them to the half cooked
roots. Finally, add a couple prawns, scallops
or small chunks of cod for a quick sizzle while
you pour another glass of wine and tell your
partner to sit down. 

Try making an orange teriyaki sauce for
a change, or a not-too-hot satay sauce
with lots of coconut and fresh lime juice. 

A couple of weeks ago a friend sent me this
variation on a classic theme. Black Beans
& Rice is a popular Cuban dish said to bring
good luck when eaten on New Year’s
Day—it’s a bit late but it can’t hurt. 

Fry some onions, peppers, cumin, chili
peppers, garlic, thyme and a few bay

leaves in oil for about 5 minutes. 
Spoon in some cooked leftover rice, a

can of beans, enough water, vinegar, salt
and pepper and cook for another 10
minutes. 

Serve with a beer while reading your
seed catalogues. 

— veg & fish kebabs —

— black beans & beer —

Photo: Susan BanjavichEARLY-BLOOMING ROSES!


