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After months of pregnant silence, Premier
Christy Clark’s government has finally given
birth to a conditional policy to apply to both the
Enbridge Northern Gateway and Kinder
Morgan Trans Mountain expansion pipeline
projects. 

Both pipelines are designed to provide
capacity to ship tar sands dilbit (diluted
bitumen) across BC to load onto tankers at
tidewater. The dilbit will then be transported
to Asia, California, and other locations where
it is expected to fetch higher (‘Brent-based’)
prices than it would if shipped directly to the
United States.

The BC government policy has five main
requirements which must be satisfied before
the provincial government will ‘consider
support’ for either pipeline:

1. Successful completion of the
environmental review process. In the case of
Enbridge, that would mean a recommendation
by the National Energy Board Joint Review
Panel that the project proceed. No application
for environmental review has yet been made
by Kinder Morgan.

2. World-leading marine oil spill response,
prevention and recovery systems for BC’s
coastline and ocean.

3. World-leading practices for land oil spill
prevention, response and recovery systems.

4. Legal requirements regarding Aboriginal
and treaty rights are addressed, and First
Nations are provided with the opportunities,
information and resources necessary to

participate in and benefit from a heavy-oil
project.

5. British Columbia receives a fair share of
the fiscal and economic benefits of a proposed
heavy oil project that reflects the level, degree
and nature of the risk borne by the province,
the environment and taxpayers.

Spills A Certainty
In the face of the total rejection of the Northern
Gateway proposal by Opposition leader Adrian
Dix, these conditions seem to be intended to
appear reasonable, whether the pipelines go
ahead or not. The first condition is inevitable;
and Prime Minister Harper has changed
legislation and indicated clearly that the
pipeline will be  approved by the National
Energy Board, or by the federal cabinet.

The second and third requirements arise
from a provincial government report on
Northern Gateway which recognizes as a
certainty that there will be spills from the
pipeline and from tankers, and that the
arrangements to prevent or respond to spills at
the moment are totally inadequate. The report
suggests that much improved facilities
involving a ‘Unified Command’ structure
(industry, provincial and federal governments)
are essential.

This is backed up by a recent audit report of
the Coast Guard by the federal auditor general,
which said, ‘The Canadian Coast Guard lacks
the training, equipment and management
systems to fulfill its duties to respond to
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On his way to check if the deer left any flowers on his hydrangea, Martin found this gorgeous dragonfly sunning himself.

Nanaimo—VI Conference Centre 
is at these SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes outside or racks inside!

BC government conditions on pipelines 
Patrick Brown

PIPELINES, please turn to page 3

On August 2, the Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure announced that it has selected
Kirk & Co Consulting Ltd to conduct the coastal
ferries community engagement program. 

The Vancouver-based company was one of
nine companies that responded to the RFP
posted on BC Bid in June. 

Kirk & Co Consulting has done similar
consultations with clients that include BC

Children’s Hospital and the City of Vancouver. 
The consultation process, which will include

both online and in-person engagement
activities, will begin later this summer and is
expected to conclude before the end of the year. 

The BC government is again seeking public
input on strategies to support a ‘long-term vision
of connecting coastal communities in an
affordable, efficient and sustainable manner.’ 0

More ‘community engagement’ for ferries

Early start on the provincial election
In July, Murray Coell announced that he will
not seek a fifth term as MLA for Saanich North
and the Islands in the 2013 provincial election.

‘It has been my honour to serve the people
of Saanich North and the Islands for the past 16
years,’ he said. ‘I will be leaving this post with a
deep appreciation of the strength and vibrancy
of the communities that make up this riding,
and the generosity and involvement of its
citizens. Whether it is new recreation facilities,
seniors housing, parks or educational facilities,
I have been privileged to partner with the
communities of the Peninsula and the Southern
Gulf Islands to improve our communities.’

Coell began his public service career in 1984
as a Saanich Councillor, and subsequently
served as Saanich Mayor for six years before
being elected to the BC Legislature in 1996. He
was re-elected in 2001, 2005 and 2009.  During
that time, he served in cabinet for ten years, as
Minister of Advanced Education, Labour,
Community Aboriginal and Women’s Services,
Human Resources and Environment. 

His accomplishments include the

establishment of the Rithets Bog Conservation
Area, and the development of Saanich
Commonwealth Place for the 1994
Commonwealth Games. 

When asked what his plan for the future is,
Coell said that he is looking forward to spending
more time with his wife, Corinne, and their
family and friends. In the short term, he will be
working with Premier Christy Clark and the
BCLiberals to ensure a victory in Saanich North
and the Islands. 

Meanwhile, Salt Spring Islander Gary
Holman is the NDP candidate for Saanich
North and the Islands in next May’s election. 

‘I’d like to congratulate Murray on his many
years of service to his community and the
province,’ said Holman. ‘As Salt Spring’s CRD
Director, I always appreciated Murray's
constructive approach, and his support for a
number of our local projects.

‘I disagree fundamentally with the policy
direction of the Liberal government,’ he
continued, ‘but I commend and admire Murray
for his dedication to public life.’ 0



The Islands Trust Council will hold its next quarterly
business meeting September 11-13, 2012 on Bowen
Island. The public meeting starts at 1pm on Tuesday,

September 11, and is expected to finish by 11am on Sept 13.
Members of the public are invited to participate in a town

hall session, a regular forum to promote dialogue between
islanders and trustees, starting at 1:30pm on Wednesday,
September 12. Persons or organizations wishing to reserve time
to make a formal delegation to the Islands Trust Council at the
beginning of the town hall session must receive an appointment
through the Executive Committee. To do so, send the topic and
the speaker’s name and contact information to the attention of

Marie Smith via email msmith@islandstrust.bc.ca, or fax
250.405.5155, before Wednesday, August 21. 

The meeting agenda will be available on the Islands Trust
website and at the Victoria, Salt Spring Island and Gabriola
Island Trust offices after Friday, August 31.

Trust Council Sessions will include a Joint Session with
Bowen Council, as well as an opportunity to learn about oil spill
response in the Salish Sea with representatives from the
Canadian Coast Guard, Western Canada Marine Response
Corporation, and Island Oil Spill Association from San Juan
County. 

Trust Council will also consider the public input received
regarding its strategic plan and adopt a new strategic plan for
its 2011-14 term,  and conduct initial discussions regarding the
2013/14 budget. 0
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The Islands’ fair season is underway: Coombs Fair on Vancouver Island is August 11-12 (pictured here), and the Galiano Fiesta on
August long weekend kicks it off on the Southern Islands (unless we count the July 1 Saturna Lamb BBQ). Mayne’s Fall Fair is
next, on August 18, and Pender celebrates its 50th Fair the following Saturday. Saanich Fair happens after that, on September 1-3.
Watch for announcements in Island Tides about the many big days that Islanders do so well. 

Apartnership between the Salt Spring Island Abbeyfield
Housing Society and the Island Women Against
Violence Society is making safe and affordable housing

available for women on Salt Spring Island. The two groups have
purchased and will operate an existing home on a three-acre
property, The Cedars, to provide transitional housing and
support for women, and women with children, as well as
permanent housing for senior women.

‘Today is a major step towards the culmination of many
years of hard work,’ said Gary Holman, Abbeyfield Housing
Society board chair. ‘

The two-storey house has a shared kitchen, living and dining
area, and three bedrooms. An addition contains five bedrooms
for a combined total of eight bedrooms on site. The
configuration of the building will accommodate the needs of the
different client groups. A resident manager will be on site and
support services will be available to the women and children on
an outreach basis.

‘Imagine a home; a clean, safe, permanent one, in town and
walking distance to everything they need,’ said Sharon Glover,
Wellness Programs Coordinator on Salt Spring Island. ‘Imagine
the positive side effects for children, mothers and seniors alike,
just from healthy intergenerational connections’.

Proceeds from IWAV’s Transitions Thrift Store contributed
to the purchase. ‘Salt Spring can celebrate this as a community
effort,’ said Kisae Petersen, IWAV board chair. ‘Thank you to all

the donors, shoppers, volunteers and staff at the Transitions
Thrift Store that made this possible’.

The Salt Spring Island Foundation’s recent Community
Needs Survey identified housing as the most critical area of need
on the island. ‘The lack of affordable housing is a significant
concern for many on Salt Spring Island and the Southern Gulf
Islands, but is particularly critical for the more vulnerable
members of our community,’ said IWAV executive director
Dana Peace. ‘This project not only allows us to fill a critical gap
in our continuum of supports and services, it is also a model of
the two societies’ common goal, ‘to develop and provide
affordable, and supported housing options. This is an exciting
opportunity for our community.’

The building will undergo minimal renovation before
housing clients in late summer 2012. Future plans for the facility
include a second-phase renovation and completion of
unfinished space in the addition building to provide three more
bedrooms on the site.

The Abbeyfield Housing Society and IWAV are providing
funding for this project, which includes private donations. Other
funding partners on this project include the Capital Regional
District and the Salt Spring Island Foundation. The Lions Club
of Salt Spring Island will be contributing toward the second
phase renovation project.

For more information, please visit www.iwav.org and
www.abbeyfieldonsaltspring.ca. 0
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• LADDERS & BUMPERS
• CLEATS, DECKING & MORE

New affordable housing for women on Salt Spring 

Trust Council meeting on Bowen Island this fall
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 Does Everyone Mumble? Maybe it’s time to get your hearing checked...
Call 1.800.563.4327 or visit connecthearing.ca to book a  
complimentary hearing screening and FREE hearing aid trial.

For anyone familiar with Stephen
Harper’s role as a provincial rights
advocate, the federal posturing on the

risky Enbridge tanker and pipeline scheme is
more than ironic–it is a 180º about-face.

Back in January 2001, our future Prime
Minister sent a letter to Alberta Premier
Ralph Klein in which he called for Alberta to
exercise its Constitutional provincial powers
to ‘build firewalls around Alberta.’ 

The letter was co-signed by Harper’s
mentor from the University of Alberta, Tom
Flanagan, Ted Morton (at the time described
as Alberta Senator-elect), the head of the
Canadian Taxpayers Federation, and other
Alberta luminaries including Ken
Boessenkool (described in the letter as former
advisor to ‘Stockwell Day, Treasurer of
Alberta’), who is currently none other than
Premier Christy Clark’s Chief of Staff. Stephen
Harper, who claimed top spot in the list of
signatories, was at the time President of the
National Citizens’ Coalition.

The letter set out what the signatories
believed to be Constitutionally allowed steps
that Alberta should take, including:
withdrawal from the Canada Pension Plan,
ending the provincial contract with the RCMP,
a provincial take-over of health care decision-
making, and collecting revenue for the
province from income tax. The aim of this
bullish use of provincial powers was ‘to limit
the extent to which an aggressive and hostile
federal government can encroach on
legitimate provincial jurisdiction.’

What a difference a decade makes. Now,
Stephen Harper is so confident of the right of
the federal government to insist on an over-
land pipeline to a tanker route through the
most treacherous waters on Earth, that he
committed to the Northern Gateway
Project’s approval and completion
before the provincial government
had so much as uttered a word
on the project’s acceptability. 

I leave it to Patrick Brown
to set out the nature of
Christy Clark’s rather belated
demands, but at least she has
asserted that British Columbia
has something to say in the
matter (see article, page 1). 

I will defer discussion of that other
Constitutional objection to the Enbridge
project: the constitutionally protected
inherent rights of First Nations. 

NDP leader Adrian Dix has announced he
has a high-powered legal panel, led by the well
respected lawyer Murray Rankin, reviewing
the province’s legal options. 

The ugly reality is that if Stephen Harper
is prepared to push this through, he can. The
Constitution allows the federal government to
over-ride provincial powers under Clause 10
of Section 92. If the federal government
declares the Enbridge project to be ‘for the
general advantage of Canada,’ provincial
rights are trampled. 

In a recent piece in the Ottawa Citizen,
Stephen Maher recalled the last time a

offshore pollution incidents such as oil spills…
The audit paints an alarming picture of an
agency that would play a key role in Canada’s
response to a major oil spill off the world’s
longest coastline.’

The fourth requirement recognizes that
case law in BC, where there are few treaties,
requires that resource development in the
province must ‘accommodate’ First Nations’
requirements. Supporting provincial
government documentation makes it clear that
this would be the proponent’s (Enbridge’s)
responsibility.

Financial Settlements
BC’s fifth requirement, that the province
should receive a ‘fair share’ of the tax revenue
attributable to the building of the Northern
Gateway pipeline, has received considerable
attention; although, on the face of it, the other
conditions should have equal potential to put
a stop to the project. 

Enbridge has estimated the following
financial benefits over a 30-year period:
• Canada’s increased GDP ......... $270 billion
• BC’s share of increased GDP .... $46 billion
• Total increase in tax revenue .... $81 billion
• Federal government share ........ $36 billion
• Alberta government share ........ $32 billion
• BC government share ............... $6.7 billion
BC’s case is that the province takes most of the
environmental risk and gets little of the benefit.
Alberta’s Premier Redford accuses BC of
applying a ‘toll gate’, and unequivocally rejects
any thought that BC is entitled to a share of the
royalties. 

The provincial report does not attempt to
put a price on the spill risks, and does not
estimate what a ‘fair share’ might be.

All these estimates are based on estimates
of increased revenue to the oil companies of
some $28 billion for the first ten years of
operation; the assumptions of oil prices and
exchange rates used to arrive at these estimates
have been strongly questioned.

Public Opinion
Meetings on four of the Southern Gulf Islands
have confirmed that Island opinion is solidly
opposed to any scheme that involves piping
dilbit across BC and shipping it along the coast
by tanker. The risk of spills, on both land and
sea, is too great; the result of a spill, particularly
of dilbit, would be a catastrophe.

First Nations opinion echoes this same
thought. ‘It is absolutely unacceptable for our
premier to play a game of ‘the Price is Right’
while putting our lands, our waters and our
futures at risk to devastating oil spills,’ said
Terry Teegee, tribal chief of the Carrier Sekani
Tribal Council.

Economist Robyn Allan says: ‘What the
premier seems to be suggesting is the
introduction of some groundbreaking revenue
sharing to ensure that after we are harmed, at
least some of the hurt will be paid for. That’s
like saying you can beat me as long as you
promise to pay the hospital bills.’

Chris Genovali, Executive Director of the
Raincoast Conservation Foundation, and
Misty MacDuffee, a Raincoast conservation
biologist, recently authored a report which
said: ‘The environmental risks introduced by
tankers are first associated with the
transportation of petroleum products such as
bitumen, condensate, light fuel, bunker oil and
crude. 

‘The spill of these substances from
catastrophic or chronic releases threatens the
presence of countless species, food webs and
ecosystems that are relied upon for
subsistence, cultural, social, economic, physical
and spiritual wellbeing by an untold number
of individuals and communities. 

‘In many cases, hydrocarbon impacts to
species and habitats are additive in terms of the
cumulative impacts and stressors that coastal
ecosystems are under.’

In other words, Premier Clark can’t put a
price on the right to transport dilbit across BC
and through coastal waters. 0
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British Columbia ‘firewall’, anyone?
Elizabeth May

premier approached a prime minister with
the idea of requesting provincial objections be
squashed through the invocation of Clause 10
of Section 92. 

In 1966, Newfoundland’s first premier,
Joey Smallwood, had gone to Prime

Minister Lester Pearson to ask for
the federal muscle of Clause 10,
section 92 to force Quebec to
accept transmission lines
across that province to
bring electricity from the
Churchill Falls project in
Labrador to be sold to
Canada and the US. 
Smallwood recalled later

that Pearson had begged him
not to make the request because,

‘if you ask me I’ll have to say yes,
otherwise we would not really be a country.
But I am asking you not to ask me, because
we will not be able to keep the towers up.’
Smallwood did not ask and suffered the
impact of a lop-sided deal to sell power to
Quebec ever since. 

Stephen Harper has already hinted that he
is prepared to use the federal over-ride power.
In a January 2012 interview he said, ‘What I
think I’d make clear is that I believe selling our
energy products to Asia is in the country’s
national interest.’

In addition to the Constitution, the prime
minister has a precedent of expropriation.
Back in 1999, the federal government
expropriated the seabed under the Nanoose
torpedo testing grounds when British
Columbia decided to end the contract
allowing testing. In that case, the
Expropriation Act was used, when 225
square kilometres of BC territory was

expropriated to allow the military tests to
continue. That was a first, but would Stephen
Harper get away with expropriating the whole
territory required to build the Great Pipeline
of China?

Commentators like Stephen Maher will
say that so long as BC objects, no federal
government will force the construction of
pipelines over provincial lands, nor force
ports to accept high risk supertankers for
bitumen and diluent. And it is true, that to
force such a thing would tear at the heart of
Confederation and do real damage to our
sense of ourselves as a nation. But that does
not mean Stephen Harper won’t do it. 

No previous Prime Minister was
sufficiently reckless and ruthless as to shut
down Parliament to avoid a confidence vote
he knew he would lose. The Prime Minister
has promised Beijing this project will proceed.
He has declared that those who oppose the
project are ‘radicals’. 

Has Stephen Harper abandoned the idea
that provinces have rights? Is he prepared to
ride roughshod over the wishes of the vast
majority of British Columbians? Has he
reversed himself or is it merely the case that
provinces only have rights when they seek to
promote fossil fuel expansionism, never to
manage such development?

Perhaps it is time for Mr Harper’s former
colleague, Mr Boessenkool, to brief Premier
Clark on how to build a firewall. And maybe
he could remind the Prime Minister of how he
once urged provinces to resist and object ‘to
an aggressive and hostile federal
government…encroach(ing) on legitimate
provincial jurisdiction.’ 0

‘Stephen
Harper’s…federal

posturing on the risky
Enbridge tanker and
pipeline scheme is

more than ironic – it is
a 180º about-

face.’

<Did you appreciate this article? Send a
voluntary subscription today: 250.629.3660



While it’s hard to compete with all the other
recommendations for summer reading, the Hornby
Local Trust Committee can offer lots of local

content! A revised July 2012 draft of the Hornby Island Official
Community Plan (OCP) is now available for review. Paper
copies are available in the Public Library at New Horizons and
the Free Post at the Co-op.

The July 2012 draft OCP includes revisions to our current
(2002) Official Community Plan as part of a targeted review of
Hornby’s OCP and Land Use Bylaw. The draft changes bring
the Plan up to date and incorporate new policies that emerged
from community input and recommendations by the Advisory
Planning Commission. The targeted issues, identified through
community consultation, are ‘housing’ and ‘economic
opportunities’.

We encourage residents and property owners to familiarize
themselves with the draft OCPand to provide any comments to
Island planner Sonja Zupanec. Online, if you scroll down the
Hornby Island Local Trust Committee’s home page you will see
a newsletter, project charter and other documents that will give
you valuable background information on the review process. If

you have any questions, contact Sonja or either of us.
We are particularly keen to hear community input on three

significant issues addressed in the OCP. The first is housing. The
revised draft has a whole new section on housing which
incorporates existing policies and includes new ones. The key
new policies would enable secondary suites on larger lots (policy
6.3.5.12 ) and the use of Temporary Use Permits to allow non-
permanent detached units to address particular housing needs
(policy 6.3.5.13). The second is potential subdivision of rural
residential lots. 

At its September meeting the Local Trust Committee (LTC)
will consider revising policy 6.3.3.1 to enable consideration of
subdividing any rural residential lot where two dwellings are
currently permitted. The third is potential expansion of
commercial zoning. Last term, an application for rezoning rural
land opposite the Gas Bar for commercial/residential uses did
not proceed as it was not supported by the current OCP. The
revised draft OCP includes new policy 6.5.1.4 which provides
guidance for considering any such future applications.

The LTC is holding a Special Meeting on Sunday, August 12,
at New Horizons at 1:30pm to enable summer residents (as well
as year-round residents) to discuss the revised draft OCP and
any other issues of interest. Other meetings will be held in the
fall. 

Contact details: szupanec@islandstrust.bc.ca, 250-247-2211,
Alex: 335-1129; Tony: 335-1155, or write Islands Trust, 700
North Road, Gabriola Island, V0R1X3.0
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IS YOUR
WELL WATER

SAFE TO DRINK?
Contamination can occur

without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands
Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Victoria 
(250) 412-1110 

Burnaby 
(604) 630-1114 

Courtenay 
(250) 339-6914 

www.watertiger.net 

Your Total 
Water Solution 

Gulf Islands Water Treatment 

Bacteria, Arsenic, Turbidity, Tannins-TOC, Hardness, much more! 
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~ Rainwater Harvesting
~ Water treatment for wells,

surface supplies & seawater
~ Filtration & Disinfection
~ Slow sand filtration
~ Small systems Health

Authority approvals
!"#$"%&'()*#$(

+,(,-.%(
/,010),#2&34%5"1

67"&8.5,#2&9%.4#$&!"#$"%&9)-"%#*:5"&6%*#(;.%-*:.#&3.0,"-1&<89!=&&,(&
0.#$40:#2&*&(4%5"1&.>&010),(-(&?7.&5,(,-&-7"&!"#$"%(@&67"&;%.A"0-&,(&B",#2&A.,#-)1&
>4#$"$&B1&89!C&D4&6.&E4&*#$&-7"&FGH@&67"&%"(4)-(&*%"&,#-"#$"$&-.&7");&).0*)C&
%"2,.#*)&*#$&;%.5,#0,*)&*4-7.%,:"(&,#0%"*("&010),#2&;*%:0,;*:.#&*#$&&(*>"-1&.#&

-7"&!"#$"%(@

'I&EJK&FJ8!LM6M&6NM&3KG+ME&EJK&O'LL&/M&&ML'P'/LM&IJG&9&!G'QM

O7,)"&1.4&*%"&.#&-7"&!"#$"%(&.%&!"#$%&
1.4&7*5"&%"-4%#"$&7.R"&;)"*("&
0.R;)"-"&-7"&.#),#"&(4%5"1&*-S
???@0%$@B0@0*T;"#$"%5,(,-&&

Pender Islands 
Visitors 

Bicycling Survey
The Moving Around Pender Alternative Transportation Society (MAP)  is conducting
a survey of cyclists who visit the Penders. The project is being jointly funded by MAP,
Nu To Yu and the CRD. The results are intended to help local, regional and provincial
authorities increase cycling participation and  safety on the Penders.
IF YOU COMPLETE THE SURVEY YOU WILL BE  ELIGIBLE FOR A PRIZE

 

D.H.Moore / Architect 
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‘Shout Out Against Mining Injustice’
Dear Editor:
On the weekend of June 1, we attended the Council of
Canadians sponsored conference, ‘Shout Out Against Mining
Injustice’ in Vancouver. Other Comox Valley delegates were
there because of the local Raven Mine struggle, and we attended
because of our long association with NGO projects in Latin
America, in particular Guatemala and Nicaragua. 

The civil wars of the 1970s and ’80s brought these people to
their knees, and just when we saw them on the road to recovery,
the mining companies arrived with a vengeance. Over the last
few years, these people have experienced the killing of mining
activists, burning of their villages, civilian murders and rape–
horrendous human rights
abuses. Our trade agreements
have helped the companies to
operate with absolute impunity,
and because the Prime Minister
has tied foreign aid to the
mining corporations being
allowed to operate in these
countries, their projects also
have the blessing of the national
governments.

Over 75% of these mining
companies are Canadian and
most are Vancouver-based. A
recent report shows that
Canadian mining companies
have the worst record for
environmental and human
rights abuses. And now, because
our federal and provincial governments have made resource
extraction the cornerstone of their political agendas, we are
seeing serious injustices unfolding all over Canada as well.

Locally, we have the Raven Coal Mine at Buckley Bay. At Fish
Lake, the Tsilqhot’in Nation is facing the destruction of their
sacred lake. In Northern BC, there’s the Mount Milligan Mine
(Thompson Creek Metals) which will be located on traditional
Nak’azdli land, and in Ontario the KI band is struggling to keep
God’s Lake Resources Gold Mine off their land. On our west
coast, Clayoquot residents continue to face serious mining
threats.

The Fish Lake story continues to get worse. We learned at
the Conference that not only does Vancouver-based Taseko
Mines want to put their copper and gold tailings into Fish Lake,
the band was recently told they would not be allowed to use their
native traditions at any meetings (ie. prayer, drumming). Surely

that request alone is a violation of a Canadian Human Rights
Law and could be challenged in court.

A common theme runs through all of these stories–the loss
of precious water, something that should be looked on
‘universally’ as a basic human right.  

But there is one powerful tool we can use to help the people
who are affected. We can critically research our own
investments and pension funds. We can study our portfolios
and pension funds to see if the mining companies that are
causing international environmental and human rights abuses
are included, and then demand that national and international
financial institutions divest themselves from any involvement
or investing in companies that aren’t operating under the

highest ethical guidelines. By
investing in these companies we
are unknowingly complicit in
the serious injustices that are
causing so many people to
suffer. Last but not least, we
have to do everything we can to
make these corporations
accountable.

The Conference was
dedicated to the memory of
anti-mining activist Bernardo
Vasquez Sanchez and to all
those who have been killed in
the struggle against mining
injustice. Sanchez was
murdered in San Jose del
Progreso, Mexico on March 15,
2012.

If you want more information please phone us
(250.897.1931), or go to the websites for Mining Watch Canada
and the Council of Canadians.

Rosemary and John Baxter, Courtenay

Ed’s Note: Talonbooks’ 320-page Imperial Canada, by Alain
Deneault, hits bookstores next month. It will have answers for
those wondering why Canada is home to over 75% of the
world’s mining companies.

Groundwater and the PMFL Act
Dear Editor:
Reading your article on the proposed logging of protected
reserves [Island Tides, July 12, 2012], I marvelled at the sacrifice
of values expected of the public to compensate for downturns
in the forest industry. Some things will never make sense. We
are told there is a shortage of wood for milling, but trees are still
exported as raw logs.

Photo: Tim Marchant

At the Crofton Mill, the bulk export of raw logs continues. 

LETTERS, please turn to page 8

Summer Reading: the Hornby draft OCP~ Islands Trustees Alex Allan & Tony Law 
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Email win@islandtides.com 
and tell us why you want to play for 

the Island Tides Team at the Tournament. 

Be part of the 

Tournament Team!
Want a chance to win 9 holes of golf, 
dinner, tee gift, practice facility, and 
opportunities to win more prizes?

The malaise in historic Mali 
Special report & photo by Pené Hollingworth

Sudanese (Songhay, Soninké, Dogon) and Voltaic (Sénufo,
Minianka, Bobo, Mossi). This has created a huge humanitarian
crisis, as this is also a drought year in the Sahel region.

There is great concern also for the priceless historical
treasures of the region, too. Some of these are World Heritage
Sites. Already the extremists have destroyed one of the most
significant mosques in Timbuktu. There are fears for many of
the other sites. 

The Mosque at Djenné (pictured above) is probably the best
known. It is constructed of mud and has been visited for years
by tourists. It is an extraordinary site and I was lucky enough to
visit during a local market day. The market is situated, for
convenience, adjacent to the mosque. The people, mostly
Bambara and Dogon, were very colourfully dressed and were
very friendly. Apart from fruit, meat, and vegetables, you could
buy calabashes, African fabrics, carvings, baskets, musical
instruments, handmade tools, shoes and all household
necessities. All items were displayed on rough wooden stands
or on mats on the ground, as they have done for centuries.

The world is discovering Mali, a little known country in
West Africa. Recent news tells us that northern Mali,
particularly the Sahara desert region, has been taken

over by Islamic extremists. This is of great concern to the
western world and has even caused our government to break
off diplomatic ties and impose sanctions on the country. It
particularly distresses me, as I have experienced the warmth of
the people and their interesting culture, and recently had a
humanitarian plea from my local guide to rescue him and his
family from the changed situation in his city.

Mali, whose capital city is Bamako, is completely landlocked,
surrounded by Burkina Faso, Niger, Algeria, Mauritania,
Senegal, Guinea and Ivory Coast. Referred to as a sub-Saharan
country, a large part of Mali is in the Sahel or the Sahara Desert. 

The Sahara is the home of the Tuareg, or ‘Blue Men’ as they
are commonly known. They are the peoples who have travelled
on the salt routes of the Sahara Desert for centuries dressed in
their indigo dyed robes, living with their families as nomads,
dealing in the trade of a most important commodity, salt. The
majority are not people of the modern world. They still live in
open tents, have plural marriages, and travel their trade routes
of over 250 km by camel. The education of most Tuareg children
is from the Koran, around the campfires, as they travel. Many
of the older generation of Tuareg remember the earlier history
of Mali and have learned French, the official language of Mali,
in their youth and pass on their knowledge to the children. This
was certainly the case with the Tuareg family I stayed with, in
the desert in 2009. 

The Tuareg are the tribe that have been infiltrated by Islamic
Extremists and Al Qaeda, after the Tuareg revolt in 1990. Many
of the Tuareg migrated to Libya and Algeria in the early 1970s,
due to drought, and learned military skills in these Arab
countries. Despite a peace accord and a symbolic burning of the
weapons in the ‘Flame of Peace’ in Timbuktu (yes, there really
is a Timbuktu) in 1996, the Tuareg have continued to work
towards having a separate land of their own in northern Mali. 

Recently, Timbuktu, a name that means ‘The Middle of
Nowhere’, has been taken over by the Tuareg and their Islamic
allies. They have declared themselves the State of Azawad and
imposed strict Islamic rules (Shariah) on the local people. This
has created a great concern in the world as Islamic Extremists
now have a strategic position in Africa, with weapons taken
from Libya, after the fall of Muammar el Qaddafi. 

Over 100,000 refugees have fled to Mauritania, and others
to Niger, where huge refugee camps have been set up. These
peoples are mostly from the three sedentary sub-groups of
people: Manding (Bambara, Malinké, Dioula, Kassonké),
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<Did you appreciate this article? Help us afford the news!
Send your voluntary subscription today. 250.629.3660Canada is rapidly becoming defined by its government as

a solely economic entity; a colony of China, or of the
United States, or of a series of multinational

corporations. Canada’s function is to be limited to the supply of
unprocessed commodities and energy to corporations and
nations who will use them to create wealth and advance their
economic objectives.

I cannot accept this definition of Canada. It not only
condemns Canadians to be cogs in the globalized economic
machine, measuring their lives only in dollars; it also gratuitously
insults them as individuals, as communities, and as a nation.

Foundations
Canadians start with a natural environment like no other. Its
range, variety, and richness surround us with an unmatched
human experience.

History has given us the framework of the Canadian
community: the confederation of provinces, the generations of
first nations and immigrants, the rule of law and the Charter,
and the right to health care. 

These are the solid foundations of a Canada in which each
succeeding generation of Canadians makes its choices, for
themselves and on behalf of their children.

Economics and Human Values 
My Canada puts human values first. The key test of any action,
of governments, corporations, or individuals, is whether it has a
beneficial effect on the quality of life for Canadians. Many actions
taken on economic grounds do not meet this test. 

One cannot assume that economic growth, however it might
be measured, necessarily improves the lives of Canadians. As a
corollary, one also cannot assume that economic growth is a vital
prerequisite for such improvement. 

Quality of Life
That said, Canadians have many choices, building on our
foundations of respect for the environment and for the
community. 

In our individual relationships, we can choose love, respect,
and tolerance of differences; we can claim rights and can exercise
responsibilities; we can take pride in our families and our
communities, value each other, and demonstrate personal

nobility of spirit.
Intellectually, we can pursue and honour knowledge,

elegance, and balance; curiosity, science, and wisdom; value the
lessons of the past, seize the opportunities of the present, and
create the expectations of the future.

Culturally, Canadians, drawing on a rich and varied
multicultural background, can be adventurers and innovators,
creative and joyful, courageous and expressive, and above all,
pursue and promote the many ideas of beauty.

Spiritually, we can pursue personal peace, happiness, hope,
and wisdom in every sense; seek justice, equality, and
understanding; be true to our beliefs and ourselves.

These are some of the elements by which we might measure
the quality of life for Canadians. As with the environment, the
opportunity exists to create an unmatched human experience.

Governments
In our communities and governments, we can demonstrate care
and responsibility for the individual, the group, the less fortunate,
and the environment. In our policies and actions, we must set,
as a first objective, the quality of life. Similarly, in our
corporations, we must show concern not only for profit, but also
for individuals, and their advancement and well-being. 

In all these organizations, formal or informal, we must
especially value fundamental democracy, including fairness of
representation, respect for individuals, transparency of process,
truth in communication, honesty of purpose, and adherence to
the letter and the spirit of the law.

A Vision for the World
When Canadians relate to the world, we owe it to our nation, to
all other nations, and to humanity everywhere, to behave
responsibly, to demonstrate leadership, and to set an example
where it is needed. We can support the oppressed and
unfortunate, and protect the environment in every sense. We
can refuse the perversity of hatred and the cruelty of armed
conflict. We can participate sincerely and constructively in the
world community. 

This is a vision far beyond that of an ‘energy superpower’ or
a colonial source of unprocessed raw materials. 

But this can be our Canada. 0

A Canadian vision – Patrick Brown

The desert is also the site for a culture, music and dance
festival, at Essakane, an oasis approximately three hours from
Timbuktu. Under the present circumstances I expect the
‘Festival in the Desert’ will become a victim of the political
situation. 

Mali is known for its colourful culture. Malian singers and
musicians still travel the world presenting their mesmerising
music. Some of the best known of these are Ali Farka Touré,
Habib Koité, and Amadou and Mariam. Recently Sidi Touré
played at the Vancouver Folk Festival. 

The future of Mali as a nation is unknown. Currently, Canada
has stated that we will not send a military mission to Mali. The
United States is still debating their role as of the writing of this
article. 

Canada, as a country that has sent extensive aid to Mali in
the past, has an interest in how the current crisis develops.
Canada sees Mali as an extremely impoverished nation that
needs our help to develop its agricultural resources and to
further the rights of women and children. Currently all help has
been suspended, and all we can do is hope that a beautiful
nation and fascinating people can survive. 0
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BUY | RAISE | MOVE | LEVEL

RAISE Increase Square Footage
MOVE Subdivide Your Lot!
LEVEL Repair Foundation Issues

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-320-2268 

BUY RECYCLED HOMES

Single venue: $33.60 / $39.20 w image 
Multi: $44.80 / $50.40 w image

Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard | 250.629.3660

Thurs, August 2 thru Sat, August 11
The Hornby Festival 2012—line-up includes: 

Los Pinguos, Alex Cuba,
Ruth Moody, Jayme
Stone, Adrian Dolan’s
fiddle dance, Quartango,

Jasper Wood/Arthur Rowe, John Stetch, and The
Emily Carr String Quartet; children’s and free
performances throughout • Info: 250.335.2715,
www.hornbyfestival.bc.ca • HORNBY

Fri-Sun, August 10-12 & Sat, August 18
Live music at Port Browning Marina Pub—the
best music & dancing on Pender! FRI & SAT, AUG
10 &11: The Stowaways (pure entertainment);SUN
AUG 12: The Pesky Alders (bluegrass folk-punk);
SAT AUG 18:Curl/Helen Davies (all-female blues
ensemble) • 4605 Oak Road • No cover, 19+ •
Info: www.portbrowning.com, 250.629.3493 •
PENDER

Friday-Sunday, August 10-12
4th Island Mosaic Festival—presented by
Ptarmigan Music • FRI NITE: Verse and Vision, a
collaboration between writers & visual artists; SAT &
SUN: all-day art show, 1-5pm performances &
interactive workshops by local musicians,
storytellers, dancers & woodworkers; SAT 8PM: Live
music by Big House VooDoo; SUN 7PM:Stowaway
String band, called square dance, no experience
necessary • Free festival, evening performances
$10 • Community Hall • PENDER

Saturday, August 11
Galiano Wine Festival 20th
Anniversary—wines & ciders
from near & far, Riedel souvenir
wine glass, artisan cheeses,
music by Brad Prevedoros,

local artists Penny Prior & Keith Holmes, silent
auction, delicious finger food; Galiano Health Care
fundraiser • Walking distance from ferry terminal •
1-4pm • Tickets $35 @ the door, reserve at
galianowinefestival@gmail.com • Adult-only event •
Info: www.galianowinefestival.com • GALIANO 

Tuesday, August 14
Dr John and the Lower 911 –
5–time Grammy Winner from New
Orleans • Alix Goolden
Performance Hall, 907 Pandora
Street • Doors 6:30pm, show
7:30pm • Tickets: $48.50 +s/c in
advance @ hightideconcerts.net,
Lyle’s Place, Ditch Records,

McPherson Box Office; $55 @ the door • Info:
www.hightideconcerts.net • VICTORIA

Friday-Sunday, August 17-19
Gabriola Theatre Festival—
guaranteed to keep your toes
tapped, your knees slapped, your
heartstrings pulled & your
weekend chock-a-block full •
Folklife Village • Tickets: Adults
$15, Under-14 $10, packages
available @ Artworks, the Festival

Kiosk & online • Info: www.gabriolatheatrefestival.ca
• GABRIOLA

Friday, August 17
‘White Water, Black Gold’ film screening—

award-winning 2011
documentary: a 3–year
investigation into the

disastrous cycle of climate change; the melting
Columbia Icefields’ run-off is used to mine the tar
sands, the very oil that will further increase global
warming • Southend Hall • 7pm • GALIANO

Saturday & Sunday, August 18 & 19
Denman Island Art Studio Tour—29 artists in 24

studios with sculpture,
painting, photography,
ceramics, collage, jewellery,
mixed media & quilts -
something to please every
taste and persuasion •

10am - 4pm • Free tour maps at the Arts Centre,
the General Store & Abraxas Books • DENMAN 

August 23 thru September 2 
Pre-fringe events begin Aug 21
26th Annual Victoria Fringe Theatre Festival—

nine venues packed with over
400 live international comedy,
drama, live art & spoken-word
performances, noon to midnight
• New! Family Fest Fringe
Venue features daily matinees of

shows for children • SAT AUG 25: Fringekids Fest
with free kids shows and activities, 11am-4pm,
Market Square • Info: www.victoriafringe.com,
250.590.6291 • VICTORIA

Saturday, August 25
Ganga Giri—didgeridoo driven worldbeat-

electronica-reggae • Beaver
Point Hall, 1365 Beaver Point
Road • Doors 8pm, show
8:30pm • Tickets: $23 in
advance @ Acoustic Planet &
Salt Spring Books,

www.hightideconcerts.net; $25 @ the door • Info:
www.hightideconcerts.net,  www.gangagiri.com •
SALT SPRING

Saturday, August 25
Moby’s BEER FEST—outdoor festival with unique

beer from west coast
breweries, live music,
cash BBQ, fresh-
shucked oysters &
appies • Moby's Oyster

Bar & Marine Grill, 124 Upper Ganges Road •
Starts 1pm and goes all day • Tickets: $10 @
www.mobys.ca or by phone, 250.537.5559 •
Limited Space, get your Tix Early! • SALT SPRING

Saturday, August 25
Pender Islands Fall Fair 2012—50 Years
Dedicated to Our Community: Parade, Exhibits
(pre-registration until August 18), Entertainment,
Food booths, Games, Beer garden • Community
Hall • Gate open 10am, parade 10:30am, opening
ceremony 11am; BBQ 5pm; Dance with P.I. Jazz
6:30pm • Admission: Suggested donation $5 per
person • Info: www.pifi.ca, Margaret Alpen,
250.629.6608 • PENDER 

Saturday, August 25
Galiano Museum 2012 Art Auction—Works by
Molly Bobak, Ronaldo Norden, Tish Saunders,
Alistair Ross, and many Galiano artists • Lions Hall
• 2:00pm view, 3:00 auction • Info: 250.539.2444,
250.539.9885 • GALIANO

Tuesday, August 28
100.3 The Q FM presents member of the

James Gang and The
Eagles… Joe Walsh &
Band—all ages event, food
vendors, 19+ beer gardens
• Bullen Park (behind Archie
Browning Sports Arena) •

Gates open 5:30pm, show 7pm • Tickets: General
Admission $69.50 + s/c; VIP $95.50 + s/c @
www.hightideconcerts.net, Esquimalt Recreation
Centre, Lyle’s Place, Ditch Records & McPherson
Box Office • Info: 250.386.6121 • VICTORIA

Saturday, September 1
Mae Moore & Lester Quitzau
with Bill Hicks—weather
permitting, show will be outside •
Community Hall • 7:30pm • Tickets:
$20 in advance @ Southridge Farms
Country Store & Talisman Books &
Gallery; $25 @ the door • Info:
www.maemoore.com •PENDER

Saturday, September 1
Winesong: Celebration of Island Music &
Island Wine—music all afternoon, artisan pizzas
made fresh on the barbecue, hot dogs for the kids,
children & pets on leashes allowed, bring a folding
chair or blanket • Morning Bay Winery, 6621
Harbour Hill Drive • Noon-6pm • Admission Free •
Info: 250.629.8351, keith@morningbay.ca •
PENDER

What’s On?

NO PIPELINE

NO TANKERS

islandtides@islandtides.com

R o u n d  t h e  I s l a n d s
C O M P I L E D  &  W r i t t e n  b y  s a r a  m i l e s

Tons of food and fun–it must be summer.
Farmgate Store Rezoned

After a long and thorough process lasting two-
and-a-half years, the rezoning of Mayne
Island’s Farmgate Store on Fernhill Road is
complete. The fresh and natural foods store has
been operating on a Temporary Use Permit for
a year while all the considerations were
examined.

The June 27 Public Hearing for Bylaw 157
had about 20 people in attendance. The Bylaw
was required to rezone the property on which
the store is operating from C3(a) Service
Commercial [automotive] to C1(c) Settlement
Commercial. 

Permitted uses for the C1(c) zone are retail
sales, accessory dwelling, and accessory uses
buildings and structures. The total combined
floor area used for retail sales will be limited to
a maximum of 279 square metres (3,000 sq ft). 

Following the Public Hearing, Trustees
Brian Crumblehulme and Peter Luckham gave
the bylaw second and third reading. (Trustee
Jeanine Dodds had recused herself from the
process  some time ago.) On July 5, the
rezoning was approved by  Trust Council and
the new Bylaw was swiftly adopted at the
Mayne LTCmeeting on July  25.

Store owners Don and Shanti MacDougall
are delighted. ‘The store fits in with everything
everyone is talking about with local food,’ Don
told Island Tides. ‘We’re farmers, we grow
food, and now we have a place where we can
sell it. This is why we did it. We didn’t want to
talk about it anymore, we wanted to do it.’ 

Draft Farm Plan Ready
As Don said, local food is what everyone is
talking about these days. On Denman Island,
the draft Farm Plan is ready for comment. 

Readers who are concerned about land-use
issues and food security will be interested to
know about the work that’s being done on
Denman. The draft plan sets out 14 extensive
recommendations to support farming on the
Island. These include finding ways to make
farm products more accessible, enhancing
marketing for farmers, and encouraging
agritourism. Farmers could find themselves
paying lower ferry fares on overlength farm
vehicles, if a suggested BC Ferries lobbying
initiative succeeds. Ways to increase
educational programming for consumers and
school groups, develop food processing and
storage facilities, and support farmers are also
included in the plan. 

Comments are being accepted until the end
of August. Islands Trust Planner Courtney
Simpson says they expect to produce a
completed Farm Plan by the end of September.
Dig in at denmanfarmplan.wordpress.com.

Wine Good For Health
Yes, there is more about food, this time on
Galiano. The annual Wine Festival is here, and

when you’re not too busy taking in the wine
and food available on the grounds, you will
surely notice the festival’s new look. The cute
otter in the glass that was the logo for sometime
is taking a break, and has made way for local
artist Penny Prior’s new colourful design. The
sea-inspired painted scene will be featured on
promo materials and T-shirts available at this
venerable fundraiser for Galiano health care
(see What’s On, left). 

Health Centre Open
As we all know, health care on the Islands is a
matter of much community concern. So, it was
a grand day when, on Saturday August 5,
Gabriolans celebrated the official opening of
their new Community Health Centre at 695
Church Street. John Campbell graciously
emceed the afternoon event, and the sounds of
Sandy McKim’s bagpipes lent a festive air.
Speeches were made by a long list of local
dignitaries, including Nanaimo-Cowichan MP
Jean Crowder, Nanaimo Cowichan MLADoug
Routley, RDNDirector Howard Houle, Islands
Trustee Sheila Malcolmson, Bob Gallaher,
Director of Operations for BC Ambulance,
VIHABoard Chair Don Hubbard, Dr Francois
Bosman, Dr Tracey Thorne, and GHCF
President Jill Adamson. 

Here’s to your good health, Gabriola! 
The Islands’ Future?

‘The Islands are a separate culture from the
Mainland,’ a reader from Texada recently said
to me. ‘Unless there is communication between
the Islands, people feel isolated from each
other. Island Tides provides that
communication.’ It was great to hear that, but
I’m using Doby’s quote to introduce another
outlet for connecting our little dots in the Salish
Sea: the Island Futures Boat Network from
Gabriola. 

On August 7-9, Island Futures held its
summer inter-Island gathering at Montague
Harbour, Galiano Island, in cooperation with
folk from Galiano, Mayne, Salt Spring and
Pender Islands. Attendees were encouraged to
come by small boat, and there was even a grant
available to help skippers pay their fuel and
moorage costs. 

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss
‘rebuilding the kind of inter-island
communication, cooperation, sharing, trade,
and transportation that previously existed
between the Gulf Islands, potentially to be
facilitated by an organized network of existing
small boats, and in other ways.’

Organizer Victor Anthony says that Island
Futures’ goal could support the Island
communities to become ‘not only more
sustainable, but also more resilient, self-
sufficient, and economically relocalized, with
all the islands invited to cooperate.’ Local food
growing, renewable energy, alternative

RTI, please turn to next page 
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transportation, and community arts and wellbeing were also on
the agenda of topics to be discussed at the family-friendly event.

Watch for Island Futures updates in Island Tides, and for
more info, navigate to www.islandfutures.org.

Studio Tour Returns 
The local economy has a lot to do with many of the above
initiatives, just as many coastal communities host art tours on
a regular basis to attract visitors. On August 11-12, Texada is
hosting its first one in six years. Known as an ‘industrial’ island
due to its history of mining and forestry, Texada’s local economy
has been slow since the shut-down of a major limestone quarry. 

‘We have an industrial past and that is clearly reflected in
what some artists produce,’ says tour director Sandy
McCormick. ‘What is important now is to create a diversified
economy. Our artistic community has something to offer and
we’re trying to do our part.’

The small, but ‘feisty’ group of artists trying to help turn
around the Island’s economy believes that the quality and the
uniqueness of the work being exhibited is worth the effort to get
over to Texada, which is accessed from the Westview Terminal
in Powell River. Unlike some Islands, it’s easy to go to Texada
for the day–the ferries run from 6am-11pm. For overnight, there
are B&Bs, vacation rentals, RV parks, a hotel, motel and
oceanfront campgrounds. No bears, either! 

Ten individual studios and two central locations will be open
10am-4pm on the Saturday and Sunday, with artists on hand
to chat and share their trade secrets. Diverse, one-of-a-kind
works are to be found in many mediums, including painting,
lapidary, beach glass, stonecarving, stained glass, ceramics,
jewellery, woodwork, photography, beadwork, lampshades,
fused glass, felting, quilting and needlework.

Free, self-guided tour maps are at www.tast.ca, and at the
Holtenwood Gallery near the Texada ferry terminal. For
information, contact Sandy McCormick, info@tast.ca,
604.223.0171.

Fringe Bringing More Family Fun
If you’re on the Big Island, the Victoria Fringe Theatre Festival
returns August 23, with 55 productions from around the world
in eight venues! It’s the 26th annual–you know they’re doing
something right. It’s getting even better too, with a new

FamilyFest Fringe Venue dedicated to theatre for young
audiences, with daily matinees and special ticket prices for kids
and groups. This addition builds on the success of FringeKids
Fest, the free children’s day-festival that has proven popular
with young Fringers. 

Shows at the Family Venue include Story Theatre’s The
Great Beanstalk Conspiracy and Aladdin’s Secret Voyage;
Trent Arterberry’s The Secret Life of Walter Manny and
Decades Theatre’s The Night that the Knight Learned Wrong
from Right! Check ‘What’s On?’ and the Fringe’s fun website
for dates and ticket details.

SSI Ganga Giri Tickets
A big thanks to the readers who sent such creative entries for
the Joe Walsh concert ticket giveaway. Our buddy Matt
Laundrie of High Tide Entertainment has more tickets for lucky
readers! This time it’s for the Ganga Giri show on Salt Spring.
Send an email to win@islandtides.com and tell us why you want
to dance to the didjes down at Beaver Point Hall on August 25.
By the way, Matt’s website, www.hightideconcerts.net, has
streaming music. Listening to Dr John’s funky and fun tunes
sure made mewant to go see his show, too…

Foodies Unite 
Also on Salt Spring, Graffiti Theatre’s ‘Midsummer Harvest
Extremely local Dinner Theatre Event’ at Stowell Lake Farm
brought our attention to the Plan To Farm initiative that is
quickly spreading its roots. 

Anne Macey, Chair of the Salt Spring Island Agricultural
Alliance, writes that strong financial support from the
community means the Salt Spring Abattoir is built and
operations will start up this summer. More farmers are raising
livestock and poultry as a result. Planning is also well underway
for a Farm Produce Centre which will provide a place for
storage, processing and distribution of locally grown fruit and
vegetables. A piece of land and a building was donated to the
agricultural community for this purpose and the next tasks are
to finalize the plans and raise funds to equip the building. 

Financial donations to help realize more local food
production on Salt Spring Island are welcome. See
www.plantofarm.org for details. 

That’s it! Why does it always come back to food? Islanders

must just love to eat… 0

million raise; the company also paid a $2.4 million fine for a
pipeline explosion that killed two employees. Despite all this,
Enbridge still recorded a $970 million profit.

The movie showed just how rugged the proposed pipeline
route is, then pointed out how many things we weren’t told. It’s
now clear to me that, no matter how you dilute it to get it to slide
through a pipeline, it’s ‘tar’ sands, not ‘oil’ sands. It takes huge
amounts of Athabasca River water to extract it, and burning it
creates huge carbon emissions. And there’s no such thing as an
oil ‘cleanup’ either–the 1988 Exxon Valdez spill showed only
15% of the oil was recovered, and that the ecosystems still
haven’t come back.

And what insurance does Enbridge have to cover some 70
spills a year? How wide is the pipeline slash? How would you
get the equipment and machinery in to blow a tunnel through
Nimbus Mountain?

The discussion moved on to ‘what can we do?’. Patrick said
he favoured a steady stream of creative public demonstrations
(he calls them ‘stunts’), with the objective of generating
continuing news coverage without anyone getting hurt.
(Remember Briony Penn riding nude on a splendid horse down
Vancouver streets during the Salt Spring logging protests?)

We are in a particularly strong position here in the Gulf
Islands to send a strong message to Harper. It is our land and
our waters that are our home—we pay the price. A spill would
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We have had extremely low tides the last couple of
weeks, a full moon on August 2 (and another on the
31st, a ‘blue moon’), the blackberries are coming on

strong and the sun shines most every day…the middle of
summer! Those low tides mean there is less ocean to frolic in
and acres more intertidal, the birds and beasts seem that much
more concentrated and easy to see. The critical interplay
between salt and fresh water, shifting tides and equitable
temperatures is so exciting. I love living in the Holocene Period,
our geological epoch. We have been in it for about 11,000 years,
I read. I am in no hurry to leave a system of stable sea and land
temperatures, and air composition. To be humourous, my
tomatoes will suffer from any big shifts. To be realistic, my
grandchildren will suffer hugely in the chaotic scramble to
stabilize human society.

Parks Day
Last week, Saturna Island hosted three presentations each with
about 75 people attending. First, Saturna Island Parks and
Recreation Commission and Parks Canada held their annual
Parks Day celebration. Wayne Bourque, superintendent of Gulf
Islands National Park came, Michele Bourassa, chair of Parks
and Rec served up icecream cones, and kites were made and
flown in the lovely breezes of East Point Lighthouse Park. First
Nations guests and staff served barbecued fresh-caught salmon
and showed local ways of capturing and curing the fish. People
had a great time wandering around, looking at the newly
opened Fog Alarm Building with all its exhibits and appreciating
land held forever for the public by all manner of Park systems.

Saturna On The Line
Next, Saturna Cine Club presented On the Line, with Island
Tides’ writer and researcher Patrick Brown leading a discussion
after the film. 

Starting at the tar sands, filmakers Frank Wolf and Todd
McGowan walked, rafted and kayaked 2,400km on the path of
the proposed Enbridge pipeline crossing BC to connect at the
northern coast to supertankers to take tar sands bitumen to
China for refining. They interviewed people along the way, and
showed us the land—the creeks, major rivers, beds of devils
club, mountains, and particularly Nimbus Mountain northeast
of Kitimat where Enbridge and three other co-owners of the
pipeline propose dynamiting a tunnel.

During the discussion it became clear that the project is just
as loopy as you ever thought it might be, but it’s clear why we
are getting an expensive sales pitch for the Northern Gateway
pipeline from Enbridge, despite the company paying over $800
million for the 2010 Kalamazoo River cleanup–‘the costliest
onshore pipeline spill in US history.’ The CEO still got a $2.1
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be our calamity and disaster. Another plus is that, in the
Southern Islands, we have Elizabeth May as our federal
representative, a woman who makes friends and not enemies,
is dazzlingly well-informed with a phenomenal amount of
energy. So, don’t get overwrought and cranky—get cracking!

Cetacean Sighting Network
Finally, Saturna Island Education and Marine Research Project
invited Vancouver Aquarium’s BC Cetacean Sightings Network
Coordinator Caitlin Birdsall to speak. This group promotes our
local wildlife and ecosystems as a responsible way to add ‘spin
off’ to the coffers of the Island. 

Caitlin is a good speaker and obviously loves her work. As a
girl, she was a Saturna Island summer resident—just like J, K
and L Pods’ orca whales! Her parents own land at the Group of
30 and many of her summers were spent a stone’s throw from
the Salish Sea that inspired her work. 

Caitlin’s presentation was full of local reports of the
mammals and marine creatures that live off our shores. She had
footage of a female orca teaching her baby to eat salmon by
holding it in her mouth and waiting for the baby to bite at it. The
vocalizations of transients, southern orcas and northern orcas
came through the speakers and people were delighted to hear
what the different dialects sound like. 

Harbour seals are increasing in our neck of the woods and
we are seeing more transient orcas come in to take advantage
of the swell in population. Caitlin reports that we need a strong
conservation strategy to keep our resident orcas eating enough,
they eat Chinook and not much else. As Caitlin pointed out, we
live in a wondrous place to see so much wildlife, at our doorstep. 

High attendance at her presentation shows that we marvel
at the complex natural world that parallels our human lives. It
seems to be in our hands to keep that life thriving. 0
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What can you say about baling hay? It takes all day, but there’s no other way.  (Don MacDougall, Deaconvale Farm.)
♪♪♪



As the people enter a season of drought in the notoriously
dry Gulf Islands, along with the global uncertainties
surrounding  climate change, I find it difficult to understand
how the Minister of Forests can resist, as he does, putting under
review the Private Managed Forest Land Act (PMFL Act),
which replaced  the Forest Land Reserve Act in 2004. It
threatens the supply of groundwater on which some
communities rely.

Private managed forest land is a tax classification in which
land is controlled and regulated by an appointed PMFLCouncil.
The PMFLActhas paramountcy over other statutes where they

may affect forest practice, including residential development.
Where forest practices may affect communities there is no clear
avenue for public appeal. 

The PMFL Act does not respect the protection of
groundwater recharge areas in order to maintain the supply.
Aquifers have a natural balance of recharge/discharge. If you
draw or pump water out and put nothing back, an aquifer tends
to lose that balance and can run dry, possibly to a point of no-
return. Research establishes that a groundwater aquifer can
take up to 20 years to recover its balance after the overlying land
has been clear cut. Clear cutting is permitted on PMFL-
regulated land, along with blasting, house and road building–
even in protected watersheds. 

Admission to and exit from PMFL is on request of the
landowner. Eligibility will include ownership of at least 25
hectares of contiguously situated land, subdivisions welcome.

Also a forestry plan and some trees. Minister Abbott explained
in writing in 2004, ‘The (PMFL) Act excludes the intrusion of
local government’. Local government can sometimes be
working under the Water Act. What then?

The provincial government has regulated forest practices for
years, but PMFLgoes  further in its lack of planning on the lands
it controls and its impact on neighbouring non-PMFL lands. A
classification within the Act forgives the owner of PMFL
regulated land that abuts a community or suburb the obligation
to replant after harvest. The question begs an answer, but
receives none–if there is no forest left and no forest practices to
protect, nor expectation of a planted forest, does this land
remain in PMFL administration, excluding local government?

On December 2, 2004, the BC Cabinet approved Order in
Council 1200 that amended the PMFL Act to include in the
definition of local government the lands under the mandate of
the Islands Trust Act. Among these 450+ islands and islets it
would be hard to find any forest land that did not abut a
community at some point, but they were admitted to PMFLby
special Order, not oversight. 

The archipelago of islands in the Gulf of Georgia and Howe
Sound had been described 30 years before by an all-party

Page 8, ISLAND TIDES, August 9, 2012

www.islandtides.com

At Trafalgar Homes, we believe the time has come 
for AFFORDABLE home options. 

If the home of your dreams is one that fits comfortably within
your budget, the licensed builder to choose is

TRAFALGAR HOMESTRAFALGAR HOMES

This home is only $110,602 to lock up
with a 2ft foundation on your property!

Visit www.trafalgarhomes.ca/it to receive your promotional offer
1-866-971-0239

NEW!

WORLD LEADING BRANDS

Rainwater Harvesting Systems

barrplast ics.com •  1 -800-665 -4499
Wholesale Distributors to Contractors & DIY’s for over 40 years

We have a surprising number of people making up
the governing bodies of the geo-political areas that
make up Baynes Sound, just off Vancouver Island’s

eastern shores. On the boundaries and river systems of this
incredibly important body of water, we have: a minister in the
federal cabinet in Ottawa, a minister in the provincial cabinet
in Victoria, chief and councillors of the K’ómoks First Nation,
members of the Comox Valley Regional District, mayors and
aldermen from the city of Courtenay, village of Comox and the
town of Cumberland. There are members of several
improvement districts such as Union Bay and Royston. 

The Islands Trust is also involved with Denman Island.
They all have been elected by democratic processes to look
after the interests of the people who live along the shores and
adjacent lands of Baynes Sound.

Baynes Sound provides calm waters covering a vast area of
several aquaculture shellfish crops. Like the Fraser Valley, it is
an increasingly important food producing region for a planet
facing serious food shortages due to climate change and
population increases. 

In the case of Baynes Sound, I respectfully suggest because
of the lack of responsible action by politicians to date, it is being
placed in serious jeopardy by the proposed development of
one or more coal mines on its watershed. 

Coal mines have a history of producing acid mine drainage
and carbon dioxide. A major force driving climate change is
carbon dioxide. An increasing problem with the chemistry of
the ocean is the growing threat of acidification due to increased
carbon dioxide.

In BC, we take carbon dioxide pollution seriously; we place
a special tax on gasoline because burning it in cars produces
carbon dioxide. Premier Christy Clark is currently promoting
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) developments in Kemano and
Kitimat, with the stated purpose of shipping it by tanker to
China to help them reduce the need to burn coal for power, in
turn reducing the production of carbon dioxide. How can we
spend billions of dollars promoting LNG plants on one hand,
and allow a coal mine in the Baynes Sound watershed on the
other? China is the stated market for the metallurgical coal
from the proposed mine.

This year, we have witnessed the following weather events
in the US: in the southeastern states, there were 1,600 record-
breaking heat occurrences, major wind storms, power outages
to millions of people and numerous deaths. In the west, there
have been wildfires destroying hundreds of homes and doing
untold damage. A record-breaking heatwave and high winds
drove the forest fires. According to my sources, these events
are clearly connected to climate change.

My question to politicians of all levels is: ‘Do you believe
climate change is a serious problem?’ If you answer in the
affirmative, how you can contemplate the development of coal
mines on Baynes Sound in light of it being an important food
producing area? 

And in the broader range, ‘what are you, as politicians,
doing to protect us, the people, from the growing chaos of
climate change?’ 0

What’s Baynes Sound got to do with us?
Commentary by Ralph Shaw
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Safe nuclear already exists 
Reina Lebaron

The multiple melt-downs of nuclear reactors at Fukushima,
Japan, last year, and the subsequent release of radioactive
water and dust, provoked many questions about our current

use of nuclear power. The risk of damage to reactors is also a concern,
particularly in the face of increasingly extreme weather events.

Nonetheless, many governments and corporations see nuclear
power as the best hope for replacing dirty coal and gas-burning
electric plants. Nuclear energy is pushed as the ‘low-carbon’ option.
However, carbon footprinting of conventional reactors ignores
construction of plants, mining and transport of uranium, and the
disposal of radioactive waste. 

The waste is a critical issue. Some countries seem content to
dispose of it by converting the ‘depleted’ uranium into ammunition
for securing the last remaining supplies of crude oil. France is actively
recycling and reusing spent nuclear fuel (‘fuel reprocessing’) by
breaking down the waste chemically and recovering fissionable
material for use in new fuels. This still leaves less-radioactive material
to be sealed away; it is not a complete solution to the waste problem
and requires energy inputs of its own. 

The problems and risks certainly seem to outweigh the benefits.
But nuclear proponents should not lose hope! There may be
untapped possibility for using safe nuclear energy. A primary option
is a giant reactor off-planet, safely outside Earth’s atmosphere, where
any accidents will disperse harmlessly into space. A multi-national,
space-based nuclear power plant would, of course, require a viable
transmission system; not to mention global agreement. 

The simplest solution would be a system whereby the energy is
converted to light and beamed toward Earth, where receivers are
angled to capture the maximum amount of energy. Even with a
significant amount of energy deflected by the earth’s magnetosphere
and absorbed by the lower atmosphere, the economy of scale would
allow for a truly gigantic automated nuclear reactor that could meet
our energy needs for generations, without risk of on-earth melt-
downs or toxic waste leaks. Starting to sound familiar?

We might go downward, too. Several miles of rock, soil and water
could provide significant shielding in case of an accident, and waste
materials could be disposed of at similar depths to prevent
contamination. Sound familiar again?

Well, it’s all ready to go–right now. Solar energy and its many off-
shoots come from that huge space-based nuclear fusion power plant:
the Sun. And, 93 million miles away is a safe distance for a reactor.
The Sun is expected to keep up its energy output for about 5 billion
more years. Under our feet, geo-thermal energy is coming from the
Earth’s original creation. Its continuing radioactive decay is deep
underground. Earth isn’t going cold anytime soon, either.

Meanwhile, estimates on when fossil fuel supplies will run out,
given the current rate of consumption, are: oil-40 years; natural gas-
62 years; coal-224 years; uranium (if not reprocessed)-60 years.
Most importantly, we don’t need to wreck Earth’s fragile atmosphere
and wipe out species that took eons to evolve. Up above and down
below are no-brainers.

In our part of the world, many pipeline and mine projects are
looking for government approval and popular support. Renewables
are better options. 0
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Sea lions and cormorants, residents of Norris Rocks, south of Hornby Island.  



standing committee reporting to the Legislature on what has
become nationally known as the Gulf Islands, as ‘fragile coastal
units…important to the nation…affected more dramatically by
public and private activity than other parts of the Province’
(Hansard, September 24, 1973). They were no less fragile in
2004 than they had been in 1973.

One of the islands hardest hit by this inclusion in PMFL
would be Galiano, with nearly half its land base in PMFL
classification. This was land that had been for years in Tree
Farm Licence 19 and was discarded unplanned onto the real
estate market by MacMillan Bloedel with no more notice than
a headline in a local newspaper: ‘Galiano for Sale’. Opposition
from new owners made long-term planning slow.

Under PMFL, Galiano, three miles at its widest, would fall
into a patchwork of administration, half under the elected
Islands Trust and the rest under the appointed PMFL Council
which would control the high watersheds. These, with their soil
content of sandy shale and mud provide better rain storage and
slower release than the lower rock formations. They were
protected by a development permit that PMFLwould over-rule. 

Galiano is a dry spine of rock in the sea, a summit of an
underwater mountain range. It has no natural lakes and, with
one exception, its streams dry in summer. For water the island
relies on groundwater and winter rains stored in tanks and
cisterns. Affordable technology for treated sea water to be
pumped uphill in quantity is not yet feasible.  

Galiano’s population almost trebles in summer, when an
observation well shows a fall in the water table of a foot a year.
People already go deeper in some places to find water. The
Ministry of Environment predicts an increase in the BC
population of 1.4 million in the next 25 years, while the water
resource remains finite. Only 50 minutes from Tsawwassen by
ferry, Galiano can expect more summer visitors and must place
development with caution for the water capacity. 

A study indicates that some aquifers are in trouble and
further development should not be positioned on the same
aquifer. Groundwater is an inexact science because the subject
cannot be openly observed and partly draws from local
experience. 

Under the current Galiano Official Community Plan (OCP),
land under forest designation is permitted a dwelling to each
20 hectares. The PMFLActwould permit a dwelling to each lot,
including subdivisions, plus an uncapped number of dwellings
for forestry staff to be sited anywhere the developer chooses.

Two years ago the Galiano community reviewed its OCP,

which, under the PMFL Act, as a new bylaw, must be in
alignment with the PMFL Act. On behalf of the Minister of
Forests, the Director of Land Tenures refused to have the
proposed bylaw signed by the Ministry until it is in total
alignment with the PMFLAct. The sticking point lies with four
subdivisions in the forest designation created between decisions
of the Supreme and Appelate Courts, in non-compliance with
any bylaw. The largest of these, under the PMFLformula, would
be permitted a minimum of 84 dwellings to serve one forest
plan the public may not see. Mr Trotter explains that the needs
of the forest owners must be met. At last check the owners of
this subdivision were a developer, a road construction company,
and a mortgage company.

Forest Ministry staff came to Galiano to listen to the public
last February but they may not have heard, for nothing has
changed. Perhaps it would not be impertinent to offer these
thoughts:

The policy the Ministry is
requesting the Local Trust
Committee (LTC) to write into
a Trust bylaw is not in
compliance with Trust policy.
LTCs are obligated to write
only bylaws that comply with
the mandate of the Islands
Trust Act. A bylaw written for
any other reason would
arguably be void for illegality.
As an ordinary lay person, I
cannot see how the Ministry
decided that paramountcy
over forest practices can
change this.

The owners of the forest
land do not own the water
moving beneath it to supply
lands beyond. Water is the
property of the Crown,
delegated for stewardship to
the Lieutenant Governor in
Council, or Provincial Cabinet.
That is the same Cabinet that
approved Order in Council
1200 which can cause harm to
the people’s groundwater
supply. To me, still that same

simple lay person, it would seem to put the Cabinet in a position
of breach of trust as long as Order in Council 1200 remains on
the Order books.

The Minister of Forests, Lands and Renewable Resource
Operations is responsible for  the PMFLActand also plays a key
role in Regional Operations under the Water Act. Surely this
balancing act would indicate a need for flexibility where
appropriate. The PMFL Act has no mandate to protect
groundwater. The Islands Trust Act does. Through any
argument comes the voice of the people who have a Charter
right to health and safety, which surely includes an unhindered
water supply. Water is necessary to life.

In the past, where forest land was discarded for greater
immediate gain than replanting, there has been  struggle for the
local authority to do its job. The present brings only confusion.
The future will judge us all. 

Margaret Griffiths, Nanaimo
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Islanders
Ask E ileen…
Practical advice on matters particular to life on an Island

What To Wear 
Dear Eileen:
I know I look funny at the store in my paint clothes; is it okay
to go out like that? Is there a summer dress code?

Plump on Plumper
Dear Plump: 
There is a strict dress code all year round on the Gulf Islands—
none of your clothes should look as if you just bought them.
As a rule of thumb, at least one item that you are wearing
should come from your Island thrift store. This way, all you
have to do is wear it until the original owner reveals
themselves to you and—voilá—you have a size and fashion pal
for hunting and trading. 

Shoes are the exception, but the crisp appeal of new shoes
will only last a few minutes in the winter as you go from your
car to the house or from the house to the compost. In summer
it takes longer to scuff them up, and anyway you should be
wearing Birkenstocks.

The ultimate Island sartorial kudos is to wear your
Birkenstocks with wool hiking socks when there is frost on
the ground (the buckles are very accommodating). But
gumboots at the store or post office are quite correct between
November and late February. Do leave them on the step at

parties (the woolly socks will be quite acceptable, however). 
Incidentally, although not necessary, all sorts of eccentric

dressing up is greatly appreciated at parties and will render
you quite unforgettable. It’s also quite acceptable to go for
walks in gumboots, but you will need a second layer of heavy
woolen socks to ensure a snug fit.

A little paint on your new shirt is perfect. If you do insist
on wearing clothes that no one else has ever worn, golf
clothing is always safe. Are you painting in your golf clothes?

If your Island job dictates that you must wear conventional
clothing (bank, school, health centre, real estate, etc) very
good quality outfits can be purchased and traded at thrift
stores. Expect to clothe yourself for the office for five years for
under $100.

Dress code varies from Island to Island. Acquaint yourself
with the niceties of your particular Island by observation.
Don’t be shy, take an evaluative look at others. 

Some tips for foreign travel… On Galiano, secondhand
cocktail dresses and high-fashion handwoven articles are
perfectly acceptable. On Pender this would be considered
showing off. Salt Spring is the only Island you can safely spend
a fortune on brand-new, casual-seeming clothes and blend
properly, in Ganges—but don’t go to Fulford like that.                                    

Yours, Eileen Tides

LETTERS from previous page

If you have been following the story of the re-introduction
of Red-listed Western Bluebirds to Vancouver Island, you
will be happy to hear that the four blue eggs, laid in June,

hatched on July 26. 
The nestlings were each banded with four bands. Three are

uniquely-coloured plastic bands and one is an aluminum band
provided by the North American Bird Banding Program, jointly
administered by Canadian and US agencies. 

‘The unique combination of colours given to each bird allows
us to monitor and track its movements, survival, and
reproduction output, all of which are important measures we
use to evaluate the success of the re-introduction and the long-
term viability of the re-introduced population’, says Gary Slater,
coordinator of the translocation component of the project.

Once a common species within Garry Oak ecosystems on
Vancouver Island and the southern Gulf Islands, Western
Bluebirds (Sialia mexicana) thrived until the 1950s, when their
numbers began to decline. Since 1995, they have not been
known to nest successfully in this region, and are considered
extirpated (locally extinct). 

Possible reasons for their absence include the reduction of
insect prey due to pesticide use, loss of Garry Oak habitat,
removal of standing dead trees, and competition for nest holes
with exotic species such as Starlings and House Sparrows.
Western Bluebirds are secondary cavity nesters; they cannot
build their own nest cavities, and depend on old woodpecker
cavities, natural holes in trees, or nestboxes.

For more details about the five-year Bring Back the
Bluebirds Project, visit www.goert.ca/bluebird. 0

First baby Bluebirds hatch
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African grassroots leaders visit the Islands – Andrea Palframan

Iam writing this while sitting on the ferry, feeling the
beautiful breeze blow over me. I am on my way, with my
partner Gary McNutt, to pick up our African friends

Mamello, Ben and Christopher from Victoria airport: their final
stop on a journey that is as unlikely, miraculous, and on-the-
edge-of-the-possible as anything in my life these days.

I watch Salt Spring Island recede as the ferry pulls out of
Fulford Harbour. I’m thinking of all the departures I’ve made,
on this same boat, on my way to Africa: seven years of
back-and-forths to work with the Phelisanong
Orphans, Disabled, HIV/AIDS and Vulnerable
Children’s project in Lesotho. I am
appreciating how blessed I am to be able to
stay in the Salt Spring neighbourhood for this
visit, bringing two worlds together. Lesotho
is a world of absurd poverty yet emancipatory
community, while Salt Spring is a world of
wild abundance populated by a band of
heartful seekers. 

Six months ago I was in Africa, living in a Shire-
like village enjoying acceptance as a weird albino cousin
of the local tribe. As Gary and I lay looking at the mountains and
the stars, night after night, we wondered how on earth these two
places we live, Salt Spring and Lesotho, could co-exist on the
same planet. The deprivations of one place manifest as excess
in the other: in one, mothers worry about their children going
hungry; in the other, we pull our hair out trying to get our kids
to eat their salmon. 

Yet both places hum with a loving, familiar vibe that is
unabashedly expressed in day-to-day artful living. In each place
you’d likely find a group of mothers getting together to mix
earthen plaster with their bare feet, or a group of school children
taking turns on a willow-branch swing they’d rigged up. As Gary
and I contemplated how disparate, yet how kindred, each of our
home bases were, we toyed with the idea of bringing some of
our African accomplices to Canada in the middle of the summer.
A funny dream began to grow between us, that today is coming
true.

At this very moment, Mamello, the founder of the
Phelisanong project, Ben, her pastor husband and Christopher,

one of the special-needs residents of the centre, are having their
temporary residence permit interview at Vancouver airport
while I float through the Salish Sea. 

I am nervously remembering how Tinariwen, a well-
travelled band from Mali in West Africa,were turned away
despite being booked as the headliners at the Vancouver Folk
Fest. I am remembering another African friend who came to
visit us, a DJ who, despite holding a UK passport, was

detained for three hours at Vancouver customs for
the suspicion aroused by his mane of dreadlocks.
Then I think—nobody is going to turn away a
preacher, a warrior mother, and a kid in a
wheelchair. Or will they? 

I suppose if the immigration officer was
a card-carrying Harperite, he might be
tempted to challenge their entry, since these
impassioned Africans have come to Canada
to defend their communities against the

catastrophic climate change which is already
lapping their shores. They are coming to try to

inspire us, the biggest polluters on the planet, to have the
mercy and humanity to shift away from our dependence on
fossil fuels. They have come to expose the absurdity of our
efforts as Canadians to conserve energy at home, recycle, and
be ‘green citizens’ while exporting dirty fossil fuels to the rest of
the world. 

All three of our guests attended the COP-17 UN Climate
Change conference in Durban with us this year, and all
witnessed the cowardly presentation of a blatant corporate-
controlled agenda by Canadian delegates. They watched with
their fellow Africans as Environment Minister Peter Kent flung
bitumen and petrodollar fuelled f-yous in the face of developing
countries like Lesotho who already face brutal shortages of rain
and soaring incidences of ‘crazy weather’. Changes to the climate
that, for indigenous Africans living in symbiosis with the land,
spell disaster. 

What the immigration officer will see, though, are three
grassroots people coming as invited by our island to share their
work with orphans, disabled, and HIV/AIDSaffected people. To
make it just a bit more like a dream, the tour has an improbable

sponsor: Chinese Kung Fu
action star Jackie Chan who, in
cahoots with Hong Kong film
stars Daniel Wu and Lisa S,
donated the funds for the plane
tickets. By the time our guests
finish telling their story—
impossible, totally true, and
backed up by paperwork and
the official Jackie Chan logo—
the immigration officer is most
likely to wave them through.
Fingers crossed. 

Mamello, Ben and
Christopher are coming to

empower us to get off our dangerous petro addictions for the
sake of our common future, but they’re also coming to share in
the light and wellness of this place. They are coming to tour
organic farms, discover alternative ways of building, and meet
up with passionately lively people who want to jump in and help
realize some of our common aspirations for a more just and
peaceable world. 

Part of the joy of travel is getting to see a new world. Part of
the joy of hosting visitors from afar is getting to see my own
community with fresh eyes. We do, as coastal people, have a
salmon-like tendency to swim against the current. We know
that resistance is fertile. 

Reading Island Tides, I am moved to tears by the brave
stance of Peter Nix, who along with Will Horter of the Dogwood
Initiative and Mark Jaccard, an internationally recognized
energy economist, peacefully protested the shipping of coal by
rail by literally occupying the train tracks. The group had the
simple rationale that continuing to dig up and set fire to fossil
fuels is madness. 

Then I cry again, reading about Carmanah Valley, which
faced logging back in ’83 and now, thanks to the efforts of the
Western Canada Wilderness Committee, is home to ancient
Sitkas and cedars, abundant forest plants and the creatures that
are sustained by this pristine landscape. Articles about summer
gardening and theatre festivals sit snug beside carefully
researched stories about the proposed Enbridge Northern
Gateway pipeline. A letter writer makes the salient observation
that Western Canada has become a colony of China, selling off
our raw resources in trade for cheap, unfixable trinkets: parallel
with what is happening in Africa! We can joke about the banality
of ‘first world problems’, but here Cascadians and Africans share
exactly the same conundrum, only we (for now) have the
padding to endure a fair bit more ecological calamity than our
African buddies. 

Ultimately, we are all one heartbeat and one breath away
from the brink, and ultimately we are all connected to the
forests, the waters, and the communities of creatures who
sustain us. Somehow this path across the world which Mamello,
Chris and Ben have walked is part of deepening and
strengthening that connection. 

Please join Mamello, Ben, and Christopher on August 11 at
Centennial Park with guests Elizabeth May and Dr Kevin
Patterson for a celebration of the community-to-community
bridge that has built a school, a health clinic, homes for disabled
children and a network of HIV support in the mountains of
southern Africa. 

We’ll cap off the day with a salmon (wild of course) barbecue
and potluck at All Saints by the Sea in Ganges. Tickets are $25
and all proceeds go to the Phelisanong project. For more
information visit www.phelisanong.com or call 250-931-1919.
And: if you see us in the street or on the boat (we’re easy to spot!)
do stop and say hello. 0
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“Few things are better than a lazy Sunday on the couch,
...that’s why we insure our home through Western Financial Group.”
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On July 31, the Legislative Assembly
Management Committee (LAMC)
released the following statement: 

‘The Legislative Assembly Management
Committee is taking immediate action in
response to Auditor General John Doyle’s
recent legislative assembly audit.

‘All actions will follow the principles of
openness, public accountability and
transparency and the committee will
implement all recommendations made by the
Auditor General since 2007. These
recommendations have been referred to the
clerk who will report back to LAMCon progress
of the workplan at the next meeting.

‘Future LAMC meetings will be open and
structured in a manner similar to a select
standing committee. Meetings will be recorded
by Hansard and will only be in camera when
needed. Guidelines concerning in camera
consultations will be determined at the first
open meeting. Meetings will be held quarterly
or at the call of the chair should more
discussions be required.

‘The committee has full confidence that all
MLAs have submitted receipts for their
expenses as required. Annual expenses are
released in the Public Accounts every July.
However, to provide more openness to British
Columbians, beginning in October, quarterly
MLA expenses will be posted online starting

with the expenses for the first two quarters of
this current fiscal year.

‘An Internal Audit and Risk Management
sub-committee, comprised of the Speaker and
the two caucus chairs, has been created to
review all audit reports and will report back to
LAMC.

‘Effective immediately, two people are being
brought in to enhance financial controls at the
legislature and both will work under the
direction of the clerk to assist in restoring
public confidence. Additionally, the position of
an executive financial officer has been created.
The names of the appointees will be made
public in the following days.

‘Since April, Deloitte [company] has been
retained to prepare an internal audit and risk
management program.

‘LAMChas spoken with the Auditor General
to discuss the workplan and has invited him to
appear in person and meet with the committee
to discuss his report and LAMC ’s response.

‘The committee will consult with both the
Auditor General and the Information and
Privacy Commissioner to discuss how best to
report and make public constituency office
expenses.

‘LAMC expects to hold its next meeting, in
the new open format, at the end of August and
will meet with the Auditor General in
September, upon his return.’ 0

Corrective action to be taken after audit

‘both places
hum with a loving,
familiar vibe that is

unabashedly
expressed in day-to-

day artful living’



The Salt Spring Island Community Economic Development
Commission (CEDC) recently announced the hiring of the
Canadian Centre for Community Renewal (CCCR) to facilitate
development of an economic development strategy for the island.

Victoria-based CCCR has been a leading not-for-profit
community economic development organization for more than
30 years. Its focus is community resilience and strengthening
the self-reliance of local and regional economies. CCCRwas one
of 10 Canadian firms responding to the Capital Regional
District’s (CRD’s) April request for proposals for Salt Spring’s
Economic Development Study. 

‘A number of organizations and agencies on the Island have
already contributed to our understanding of Salt Spring’s

economy, and we need to build on that information and create
an action plan that benefits all community members,’ said
Wayne McIntyre, CRD Regional Director and CEDCmember.
‘To be successful, the community economic development
strategy needs Islanders to bring forward their collective
knowledge and ideas.’ 

The two-phase process begins with research and review of
previous studies, data collection and conversations with
stakeholders such as political and community leaders, and
representatives from organizations ranging across sectors
including arts, agriculture and food, construction, real estate,
technology and manufacturing. 

Online participation, feedback and public comments are
encouraged through the project website: saltspringstrategy.ca.
The in-person community engagement element of the strategy

will begin in October with sector workshops. Following a public
event in January 2013, a draft strategy will be completed. 

Phase two will run from March to June 2013 when an
implementation plan, a timeline and an evaluation framework
will be completed. 

‘Through this process, the CEDCwill create and implement a
strategy that takes advantage of Salt Spring’s economic
opportunities while protecting the island’s unique environment
and promoting the social well-being of residents,’ said McIntyre. 

‘This process is designed to involve the community to the
fullest extent possible,’ he added, while urging the public to use
the project’s website where comments and recommendations can
be posted. 0

Strengthening Salt Spring’s economy
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- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope

Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing

- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

250-652-0599
www.flynn.ca

On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications
• Docks • Moorings 

• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker
250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

• WATERWELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING

TO IMPROVEWELL YIELDS

• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE

An Island Family Business for 46
Years!

1-800-746-7444 
250-537-8456

www.drillwell.com          
drill@drillwell.com 

FREE!
Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment  

REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!

Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up

also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria

Sooke • Sidney • Duncan
250-744-6842
250-732-4285

MOORINGS

Chris West 
Dive Services

250-888-7199/250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

Dock Chain Inspection 
& Replacement

INSTALLED, SERVICED,
MAINTAINED

ISLANDS BULLETIN BOARD

VEHICLES

Technical services for

Water Wells
Aquifers

Groundwater

Hy-Geo 
Consulting

(250) 658-1701
information@hy-geo.com

www.hy-geo.com

Dave’s Drilling
& Blasting

Dave 250-537-7481
Callum 250-538-8640

“We don’t stand 
behind our work, 

we stand behind a tree.”

WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road

Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

MARINE SERVICES

COFFEE

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788

Close to 
Sidney &  Victoria, 
Ferries &  Airport

Pick-ups arranged

Short & Long Term

Unlimited mileage 
on the Islands

Seniors’ Specials

GSARENTALS
AUTO

Book with the best!
Mention this ad  for discount

HOME AND PROPERTY SERVICES 

To advertise, call
250-629-3660

BUY | RAISE | MOVE | LEVEL

RAISE Increase Square Footage
MOVE Subdivide Your Lot!
LEVEL Repair Foundation Issues

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-320-2268 

BUY RECYCLED HOMES

FOR LEASE
fernhil l  
c e n t r e

Restaurant 
available for lease at the 

Fernhill Centre, on 
Mayne Island. 
Fully equipped. 

Contact: 604-221-6247

www.islandtides.com

11% Grades at 30km/hr
Custom 

Electrically-Assisted 
Bikes & Trikes 

Unmatched 
Power 

Louis Vallee 
250-539-5317

18,000 copies 
every two weeks
Print media works!
Call 250.629.3660

NEXT DEADLINE Wednesday, August 15  CONTACT Sara or Christa: 250.629.3660, islandtides@islandtides.com
WORD ADS $16+hst (25 words), additional words 25¢ ea  BOXED ADS B&W: $24.50/in+hst  COLOUR: $31.80/in+hst 

DISCOUNTS Prepaid multi-issue series

FOR RENT
Pender: Self-contained above ground
basement suite. Waterfront, central
location. Can be furnished or not.
$500+utilities. Seeking responsible,
mature tenant. N/S, NP. Please call
778.866.1643.

From Reality to Fiction Book Review by Mary Ann Moore 

Iknew Buffy Cram had a sparkling and inventive mind as
soon as I read the first sentence of ‘Mineral by Mineral,’ the
opening story of Radio Belly (Douglas & McIntyre, 2012),

Cram’s first short story collection. 
A fictional publishing company is planning a publicity stunt

called Punctuation Camp!, ‘arranged to promote a new
educational series.’ The staff of the Children’s Division is forced
to dress up like various punctuation marks. Shana, the main
character of the story, dresses up as an exclamation point!

After being demoted at work and dumped by her boyfriend,
Shana develops strange new appetites. She starts eating clay at
a pottery class and soil out of terracotta pots at a dinner party.
Her doctor proclaims her habit ‘mineral deficiency.’

Buffy Cram was raised by ‘hippies’ in Victoria and said in a
newspaper interview that ‘some of her stories arose out of
dreams, while others came out of her family folklore.’ She did
actually know of a family friend who had food cravings for soil
as the result of a brain tumour.

It’s been said that truth is stranger than fiction. Cram takes
that strange truth and pushes it even further into a surreal world
full of the bizarre, magical and sometimes macabre. 

When a character’s actions are particularly surprising, the
reader needs something familiar, as well as
perceptive, to hang on to. That’s why ‘Large
Garbage’ was my favourite. It describes ‘a new
breed of homeless’ who spend time in various
houses while the homeowners are away. The
landscape sounds like Victoria and the actions
give a whole new spin on the Occupy Movement.

The narrator of the story becomes intrigued
with ‘The New Hybrid Class’ who have been
holding salons and seminars because, as he tells
his neighbours, ‘You might reassess, I mean
really reassess, and change your priorities. And
you might start to wonder, ‘Who’s really free, us
or them?’

In ‘Mrs English Teacher,’ the narrator, an
ESL teacher in an unnamed land says, ‘I’m tired
of safe.’ This story would have evolved from Cram’s teaching
and writing experience in various countries including Mexico,
South Korea, South America and various parts of Europe.

A girl who has a septic appendix in ‘Radio Belly’ calls her

‘small, souring appendix’ Napoleon. When she’s 16, a ‘hard,
wallet-sized shape’ pushes up beneath
Napoleon’s scar. While some sort of
transmission is crackling from her ‘radio
belly,’ Cram writes: ‘You aren’t worried.
Stranger things have happened.’

In ‘Floatables: A History,’ Cram took
reality and gave it a metaphoric shove into the
future in the case of a father and daughter
who build an island with plastic bottles and
other debris. 

In ‘Drift’ a woman tries to stay connected
to her fortune-telling mother by phone. The
mother, a dementia sufferer, is making her
way back home to ‘the old country.’

Buffy Cram has been living in Berlin. Until
the end of this year, she’ll be in Victoria giving

readings and writing workshops for high school students. I’m
sure she’ll help many of them take a closer look at their life
stories, and by doing so, nudge them into a new and magical
zone as she has done in her debut collection of stories. 0

LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A 
DISPOSITION OF 
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Robert and
Denise Campbell of Surrey, BC,
intend to make application to
Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), West Coast
Service Centre for a Private
Moorage – Legalization of
Existing Dock situated on
Provincial Crown land located at
Montague Harbour, Galiano
Island.
The Lands File Number that has
been established for this
application is File # 1413781
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Integrated Land Management
Bureau at 142 - 2080 Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or emailed
to: Authorizing Agency.
Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca. Comments
will be received by ILMB until
September 15, 2012. ILMB may
not be able to consider comments
received after this date. Please
visit our website:
www.al.gov.bc.ca/clad/land
_prog_services/programs.html
under the link: Applications &
Reasons for Decision for more
information. 
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at Integrated Land
Management Bureau’s regional
office.  
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Thank you very much
to our readers who sent
voluntary subscriptions!
We wanted to call and
thank you personally,
but thought we better
get on with the news

instead…
If you receive Island
Tides in your mailbox,
or pick it up at a yellow
box or rack located
from Victoria to

Campbell River, please
show your support by
mailing a voluntary
subscription of 
$25 + $3 hst = $28
to Box 55, Pender
Island, BC V0N 2M0
(Or call with VISA/MC:

250.629.3660)

250-629-6944
Driwood Ctr, Pender Island BC

Book Signing: August 11, 1pm

Gallery Show: Aug 15 to Sept 14
Reception: Aug 18, 1pm

TALISMAN

Susan Taylor & Frank Ducote

Peter Clarke

BOOKS &GALLERY

The Water System Experts 
Since 1972

Authorized BC Distributor
www.vanislewater.com

Your Island Dealers
Windsor Plywood Slegg Lumber Streamline Plumbing

Peter Clarke 250.537.5564 Marc Rasmussen 250.537.4978 Jay Bourdin 250.653.2026

Schooner Point Electric
Paul Barber 250.629.3935

Earthsmart Solutions
Kurtis Rentz 250.228.5511

Ultraviolet (UV) water disinfection is a proven, affordable, 
environmentally friendly technology that can help to ensure the 

safety of your water supply.

www.uvdynamics.com
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bookstore

1.877.795.BOOK
ltrent@uniserve.com
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Salt Spring Island
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A quiet paddle near Tent Island. Bring your own kayak, or book a tour with one of our advertisers.  

Green Convention in Sidney this August
Saanich-Gulf Islands Riding

Association is hosting the federal
Green Party Convention at

Sidney’s Mary Winspear Centre on
August 17-19. ‘After an historic election in
2011, Greens have a lot to celebrate at our
2012 Convention. It will be a mixture of
serious political discussions and fun as
we come together as a community of
people working for a smart economy,
strong communities and true
democracy,’ said convention organizer
Marlene Wells.

‘I’m especially pleased to have the
convention in my home riding,
welcoming Greens from all over Canada
to this beautiful part of the country,’ said
Saanich-Gulf Islands MP and Green
Party Leader Elizabeth May. ‘It’s a
wonderful chance to for members to get
together, discuss policy, hear inspiring
speakers, and learn about campaigning,’  

Greens have also shown themselves to
be a force worldwide, with electoral
success particularly in Europe;
international delegates will speak about
how Greens have been effective around
the globe.

In addition, there are a number of
general public events, including talks, a
gala and a barbecue. 

On Friday night, Ronald Wright will
be discussing the film Surviving Progress,
which was inspired by A Short History of
Progress, his book and 2004 Massey
Lecture. 

The Greens, always willing to work
with other parties, have invited Liberal
Stéphane Dion to present his ideas on
election reform, and Independent MP
Bruce Hyer to speak about his experience
in Parliament as an environmentalist. 

Saturday night’s Gumboot Gala will
be flavoured by BC’s music scene, Salt
Spring’s Arthur Black’s sense of humour,
and wild salmon on the barbecue. 

MP May gives the keynote Saturday
evening. ‘It is definitely interesting times
in Canadian politics, and my first year as
a Member of Parliament has been
extremely gratifying. The Green Party is
a significant player on the political
landscape. I feel that I am making a
difference, nationally and here at home,’
she commented.

BC Rep to Green’s
Federal Council Elected
Last month, Gabriola’s John Hague was
elected as representative for BC on the
Green Party of Canada’s Federal Council.
The new Council will be introduced at the
convention. 

Hague comments, ‘For me, the
position will mean visiting all of our
Electoral District Associations in the
Province to determine their specific
needs as we gather our resources and
prepare for the most important Federal
Election in Canada’s recent history.

‘I have served on the British Columbia
Provincial Green Party Council for three
terms, and have run under the Green
Party banner in one Federal and two
Provincial General Elections. The Green
Party’s mission is my passion, along with
community radio and restorative justice.
I will continue to advocate for all these
important initiatives.’

For details of ‘everyone welcome’
convention events, see ad, page 3. For
information on the convention, visit
www.greenparty.ca/convention-2012. 0

10 acres with fruit & nut trees, 
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Comfortable home & studio. 
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