
is available at these SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Campbell River—Island Highway near Larwood Rd

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd, CO-OP

Nanaimo—Across from the Hospital 

Sidney—Beacon Avenue 

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Every Second
Thursday

& Online ‘24/7’ at
islandtides.comUniting The Salish Sea ~ From Coast to Coast to CoastUniting The Salish Sea ~ From Coast to Coast to Coast

Canadian Publications Mail Product

Sales Agreement Nº 40020421

Gulf IslandsGulf Islands

Volume 23 Number 7                                 April 21-May 4, 2011                              $2 at Selected Retailers

Photo: Jacquie MacDonald

Happy Easter & Earth Day! Many activities are planned in coastal communities, check the store’s bulletin board and your email, or ask your friends. Put your

woolies on and spend a different kind of Good Friday! Pictured here is last year’s Pender Islands’ Beach clean-up.

Advance Polls are open Noon-8pm on Good Friday April 22, Saturday April 23, and Easter
Monday April 25.  Go to: www.elections.ca for more info. General Voting May 2.

The 17-river Bute Inlet generation project
proposed by Plutonic Power Corp remains
on hold. Without firm assurance of a
generous BC Hydro contract to purchase
the power to be produced from Bute,
Plutonic’s share prices dropped
precipitously. 

In March, through a share exchange,
Plutonic merged with Magma Energy
Corp to form Alterra Power Corp. Magma
will provide Plutonic with some $10
million from a convertible debenture to
pay off a major loan from GE Energy
Financial Service Holding Co. GE has left
the project.

As to the Bute Inlet project’s
environmental review, the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Agency has
announced that, should the project be
revived, it will still be subject to a full scale
Review Panel.

Meanwhile, Plutonic’s Toba Montrose
project achieved substantial completion in

November, 2010, and is now generating
electricity. However, the company’s
assessment of the Upper Toba project is
being ‘updated’, since transmission line
capacity constraints resulted in a
reduction of plans from three generating
sites to two.

Plutonic is also producing power from
its Dokie wind project in northeast BC, but
is ‘reviewing plans’ for an expansion of the
project.

In regard to the merger, Magma CEO
Ross Beaty becomes Alterra’s CEO, and
Plutonic’s CEO, Donald McInnes, will
become Executive Vice-Chairman. On
news of the merger, Magma shares fell
8%, and Plutonic’s shares rose 5%. 

Magma has concentrated on
geothermal power in the US, Iceland, and
Latin America, and the merger offers the
new company diversification across a
range of non-fossil fuel generation
facilities. 0

Bute run-of-river project on-hold
In conjunction with the Salt Spring Forum,
and Salt Spring’s Driftwood newspaper,
student leaders organized Salt Spring’s all-
candidates’ debate. Moderated by Island
cheesemaker David Wood, the debate was
hosted at Gulf Islands Secondary School on
April 21. 

Classes were rescheduled so that all
students could attend. In the lead-up to the
debate the student government  organized a
number of seminars on all the political
parties and their positions.

Student government representative
Maddee Nash says it’s time for the voices of
future voters to be heard. ‘We know that
students do care about the election, and as
the next generation of voters want to be
involved in the process. During our mock
election in 2009, we learned that students
are not necessarily voting along the same
lines as the national trend and that was
surprising. We also want to see all the parties

given an opportunity to be heard including
Elizabeth May, who has been denied a
chance to debate other party leaders
nationally.’

Salt Spring Forum’s John Michael McColl
said, ‘Hosting the all candidates’ debate at
GISS during school hours is a great chance
to include young people in politics and get
them thinking about what kind of policies
they support. Considering that over 40% of
Canadians in their twenties have never
voted, our politics could use some new
energy and ideas, so it will be great to have
so many students there.’

On May 2, the school will conduct its own
mock-vote to see what kind of parliament the
students would elect. 

The Salt Spring Forum is a community-
based organization with a global focus. Their
mission is to contribute to the life of the
community by promoting education,
literature, and the discussion of new ideas. 0

Gulf Islands’ high school hosts All-Candidates



It was about fifty years ago this month that volunteers from
North and South Pender finished slashing the right of way for
the power lines which were coming to the Penders.  Until that
time residents had relied mostly on their own generators to
power their residences. Many people still used lamps and
lanterns in the evenings.

Each island was to provide a volunteer crew to slash and
burn the right of ways. I was nineteen at the time and employed
by Bedwell Enterprises. To the best of my recollection John
Freeman, Len Henshaw, ‘Mac’ McKinnon, Jack Orton, Herb
Spalding and I comprised the crew from South Pender.  The
others were all a generation or two older than me but we all got
along well together.

It was cold and wet work from January through to about
April. A roaring fire with a ‘billy’ steaming nearby made it
bearable. Not having any money to spare my work clothes
consisted of a nylon jacket, flannel shirt, jeans, and a pair of
gumboots. Nobody had heard of safety goggles or ear plugs and
not much attention was paid to hard hats or steel toed boots. I

remember sitting by the fire one day admiring a nice notch in
the toe of my gum boot—I hadn’t felt a thing as the chain saw
ate its way in.  Thank God it stopped short of my toes.  

Lasting impressions included watching Len walking up the
trunks of a couple of trees which had landed on the edge of a
small bluff. As I was watching, he vanished feet first through
the trees. Being young I didn’t think of the dangers of going
down with a double-bitted axe in your hand or landing on the
wet rocks below—I thought it was a great trick!

Fortunately, although he was shaken he wasn’t injured.
Another time we found an old wooden case of dynamite.  There
several very greasy looking sticks still in the bottom.  We were
concerned that it could be very unstable and expolosive. One
of the older men said, ‘Throw it on the fire.’ About then I started
backing up because I could see nothing good coming of this
course of action. The case and contents burned with a bright
sparkling effect.  

Probably one of the most impressive sights I will ever see
occurred when we were up on a hill looking south-east over
Camp Bay. It was one of first beautiful days of spring and the
sun on patches of the strait was truly impressive.    

We worked our way off South Pender on to North Pender
and met their crew somewhere up by the Magic Lake road
intersection where we spent a couple of days working together.
The only members of that crew that I remember are Norris
Amies, Wally Bradley and Johnny Scoones.   

It was an interesting, if wet, way to spend the winter on
the Island. When I hear of the frequent and lengthy power
outages on the Penders in the winter I can’t help but think the
some of the old-timers might have regretted giving up their
generators. 0
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In March, BCHydro sought BC Utilities Commission
approval for an annual 9.73% electricity rate increase
effective April 1, 2011, 2012, 2013, and 2014. Add to that
projected 7% increases for 2015 and 2016, and the price of
electricity would rise over 50% in the next five years.

The reason for the increases, said BCHydro, is the
pressing need to upgrade its older generation and
transmission facilities, to meet increased power needs
within the province.

The implementation of the planned 9.73% increase was
delayed as the Minister of Energy, Rich Coleman, had
indicated that he would review BCHydro’s finances.
Bchydro, for its part, reduced its rate increase request on
April 8 to 8.23%.

The latest request to BCUC for approval of large annual
increases in power rates showed the financial consequences
of the poorly planned development of BCHydro. 

A Flurry of Conflicting Changes
Many of the following measures arose from provisions of
the Campbell-era Clean Energy Act. The former BC Liberal
premier wished to use BCHydro as an economic
development tool but failed to consider the effect of rates
charged to British Columbians.

Over several years, BCHydro signed contracts for the
supply of power from pivate power producers (IPP). IPPs
have been constructing run-of-river and wind power
projects throughout the province. These contracts have
committed BCHydro to the future purchase of $50 billion
of power: power to be purchased at prices much higher than
current selling prices, either in BC or on the export market.

BCHydro has also announced the construction of the
Northwest Power Line, to provide power to mining and
industrial projects in northwest BC.

Another BCHydro announcement says that some two-
thirds of estimated future demand will be satisfied through
conservation.

BCHydro also originated a system of ‘Regulatory
Accounts’, enabling it to defer various costs to future years
on the expectation that they would be covered by future
revenues.

BCHydro’s Long Term Sourcing Strategy, also submitted
to BCUC in March, appears to foretell the recontracting of
corporate functions, currently outsourced to Accenture, to
a number of smaller contractors. The Accenture contract
was expected to reduce BCHydro’s costs, but may not have
accomplished this.

Asking Questions
Questions naturally followed. First it was the Auditor-
General, questioning the validity of the Regulatory
Accounts, currently estimated to total $879 million. Russ
Jones, Assistant to Auditor-General John Doyle, asks
BCHydro whether the anticipated four-to-six year payout
time for these future liabilities is realistic. The purpose of
these accounts is to spread out the cost of one-time
expenditures without causing a spike in electricity prices.
However, these accounts are not shown on the current
budget.

Rates Have Attracted Political
Attention

On April 7, Minister Coleman appointed a three-man panel
to carry out a comprehensive review of BCHydro and make
recommendations to reduce the impact of rate increases.
The panel includes Deputy Minister to the premier, John
Dyble; Deputy Minister of Finance, Peter Milburn, and
Associate Deputy Minister for the environmental
assessment office, Cheryl Wenezenki-Yolland (formerly the
provincial comptroller-general). The panel is to report back
to the Premier and the Energy Minister by the end of June.

Following the review, BCUC will continue with the
normal rate increase examination, which will include open
public hearings. Should be an interesting year for
BCHydro. 0

BCHydro rate increase up in air~ Patrick Brown

Electric Anniversary - Rob Irving
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SSHHOOWWRROOOOMM LLOOCCAATTIIOONN:: #6 - 1950 Government Street, Victoria

Photos: Derek Holzapfel, www.nature diver.com

Eagle chicks are hatching, pictured on South Pender. South Delta 2 chicks have

also hatched. To see this in realtime: www.hancockwildlife.org.

Nanaimo–Alberni
Barbara Biley  (Marxist-Leninist Party of Canada)
Myron Jespersen  (Green Party of Canada)
James Lunney INCUMBENT (Conservative Party of Canada)
Zeni Maartman  (New Democratic Party)
Renee Miller  (Liberal Party of Canada)

Nanaimo–Cowichan (includes Central Islands)
Anne-Marie Benoit  (Green Party of Canada)
Jean Crowder INCUMBENT (New Democratic Party)
Jack East  (Marxist-Leninist Party of Canada)
John Koury  (Conservative Party of Canada)
Brian Fillmore  (Liberal Party of Canada)

Vancouver Island North (includes Northern Islands)
John Duncan INCUMBENT (Conservative Party of Canada)
Michael Holland  (Liberal Party of Canada)
Ronna-Rae Leonard  (New Democratic Party)
Sue Moen  (Green Party of Canada)

Saanich–Gulf Islands (includes Southern Islands)
Renée Hetherington  (Liberal Party of Canada)
Edith Loring-Kuhanga  (New Democratic Party)
Gary Lunn INCUMBENT (Conservative Party of Canada)
Elizabeth May  (Green Party of Canada)

Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca
Incumbent Keith Martin LIB will not run for re-election
Troy Desouza  (Conservative Party of Canada)
Randall Garrison  (New Democratic Party)
Louis James Lesosky (Independent)
Christopher Robert Porter  (Canadian Action Party)
Shaunna Salsman  (Green Party of Canada)
Lilian Szpak  (Liberal Party of Canada) 0

COASTAL FEDERAL ELECTION CANDIDATES

Parliament is not the government, writes
Gordon Gibson Jr, commenting on my article
in the April 7, Island Tides. In constitutional
terms, the government is the Queen in
Parliament. He explains that it is her advisors,
speaking to the Queen through the First
Minister, that actually govern.

He says that as long as it has a majority of
MPs, the dominant party in Parliament has
no responsibility to consider any other
position than its own, provided it does not
offend the Constitution. Of course, if it does
not have a majority, it will need the support of
other parties to pass its legislation.

The remedy of the people, he continues,
has to await the next election. 

He adds that even in a minority
Parliament, exactly who is Prime Minister is
very important.  That is because he or she

appoints so many important people—all
ministers, senators, deputy ministers, senior
judges, ambassadors, heads of the RCMP,
CBC, crown corporations, etc.  Further he or
she controls all expenditures—only the
government can introduce ‘money bills’.  And
if a minority Parliament chooses to reject any
of a PM’s important measures, the result is
usually an election, so the opposition, at least
for a time, grumbles and folds.

In other words, the current election may
still produce a minority, but if it results in a
change in the governing party that would be a
big change for Canada.

Gordon Gibson, Jr was leader of the
provincial Liberal Party from 1975 to 1979,
and in 2001 recommended the format of the
Citizens Assembly on Electoral Reform. 0

More Thoughts On Government
Patrick Brown
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Sinking of The SS Iroquois
Remembered

Dear Editor:
I wanted to honour and remember the 21 souls who were lost when
the SS Iroquois went down on her way back to Pender Island from
Sidney on April 11, 1911—100 years ago.  Two of those people were
my great-grandmother Fanny Lawson and her son, my great-uncle

Evan.  
Cheryl Hooson. Pemberton

Galiano Library Referendum
Dear Editor:

The upcoming Galiano library referendum offers islanders a

chance to create a wonderful new amenity in a community that

has relatively few of them. Because of that scarcity some people

have characterized a vote to fund the library as a vote against other

competing priorities. The library’s opponents, for example, have

implied a ‘yes’ vote in the library referendum would jeopardize

affordable housing initiatives or reduce the chances of building a

new North Galiano fire hall.  This is a classic ‘apples and oranges’

comparison. 

I am both a long-time advocate for affordable housing and the

founding president of the North Galiano Fire Protection Society.

Whether all Galianoites realize it or not, a portion of their property

taxes already supports affordable housing through the CRD’s

Affordable Housing Trust Fund. Any other funds needed for

affordable housing would not be raised through a property tax levy.

So opponents have also thrown a red herring into their fruit salad.

As for a new north end fire hall, it’s simply not a choice. The

land lease for the current hall will not be renewed, and failure to

build a new one will leave residents there without the ability to

obtain fire insurance. 

A vote in support of the new library, however, is a choice—not

between opposing needs but for our community and its future. The

library will be a significant resource whose value extends well

beyond Galiano’s many avid readers. To those opponents who

claim to be protecting the rights of property owners I’d like to say

I think the facility the library board has planned will actually

enhance property values. But much more importantly, it will

enrich the lives of everyone who does and will live here. I urge

Galiano to vote ‘Yes’ on April 23. 
Dana Weber, Galiano Island

Library Alternatives Already Explored 
Dear Editor:
A  flyer on Galiano Island has suggested that unnamed
‘alternatives’ are available for a new library in our community. In
fact, the Galiano Library Society has pursued every possible
alternative to replace our cramped 400 square foot facility.

We explored larger rental space—little available, too small, too
expensive. We investigated shipping containers and refurbished
houses—costly renovations needed, unsuitable for programs,
expensive land purchase required. We considered volunteer labour
and materials—building code restrictions, legal liability, land
purchase required.

We finally concluded that the only realistic way to meet the
community’s long-term needs for a decent library was to construct
a purpose-built building on land we didn’t have to buy. To
incorporate community preferences, we held workshops,
conducted surveys, made presentations, issued newsletters, wrote
articles and reached out to every household on the island.  

Our original plan was for a 2100 square foot building at an
estimated cost of $550,000. In 2006, we applied for an
Infrastructure grant to supplement the $150,000 we’d raised. After
14 months of waiting, we found out we did not receive the grant.
By this time, the economy had changed, the original location was
no longer suitable and construction costs had risen through the
roof.  

In 2009, we approached the Gulf Islands School District about
a partnership with them and the CRD. The School District agreed
to provide the land for $1 per year. We simplified the original
building plans and began working with the CRD on funding
alternatives. Meanwhile, estimated construction costs had risen to
$800,000, not including site development, CRD fees and
contingencies.

So now we are on the cusp of a library referendum that would

Help us get back to our bigger paper fast—lots more vital news, fabulous pictures. Send
or phone in your contribution—and remind your friends and neighbours, please. 

Join Hands With Us Around The Salish Sea! 

Thanks to all who have shown us your heart-warming support. We love you, every one! 
Please support our advertisers, too.

W
e received a number of excellent letters in support
of the Galiano Community Use Building (Library)
referendum to be held on Easter Saturday, April

23. Space does not permit us to print all of them. 
Meanwhile, it’s a very sad case that some residents and

property owners on the Islands seem less and less willing to
pay even a modest share for community infrastructure. Is this
a feature of the increasing number of off-Island investors in
property who do not reside on Islands?

Firehalls, libraries, community gathering spaces are vital
to preserving our way of life, which everyone professes to
hold dear. However, not all are willing to contribute. 

If we do not seize these opportunities for buildings now
the likelihood is that we will never be able to have them. 

The article about the bringing of electricity to the Penders
(on page 2) is an example of the spirit of contributing that
created our culture—let’s keep it going! 

Life has changed; nowadays, many of us cannot do what
those people did; the least we can do is dig into our pockets
each year. Surely good planning can manage that? A few less
trips to town. Instead, attend more community events for
your entertainment—get to know your neighbours. You may
be surprised how much you enjoy their company. 

And please, support our dedicated volunteers in their
work or, through discouragement, we won’t have them doing

the myriad of jobs that create our culture, either.
In 1991, Pender Island, with forethought and

determination, built their new library on community
property— they have never looked back! The library is a core
of the comunity, involving all manner of people interacting
as workers and participants, creating a gracious place of
smiles for the busy and the lonely alike.

Because they read about it in Island Tides, library-minded
folks on Mayne, where I was living at the time, approached
me about getting in touch with the Pender movers and
shakers about how to do it for Mayne. And it happened:  and
Mayne now has its library building! Burgeoning Salt Spring
is currently in the process of building a new library. Gabriola
will get its health centre (but Mayne will not get its firehall).

None of these buildings happened without the usual
squabbles and hard thinking—the back-to-the-drawing
board and the nipping-and-tucking of the program. Galiano
volunteers have done their homework. Now is the
opportunity. 

Time and again, I hear regrets that inspired initiatives
were not taken or were shortchanged. Buildings will not get
cheaper and so much initiative, people-energy and brave-
heartedness will have been lost. 

It’s now or never Galiano—just do it!

LETTERS, continued on next page 



cost the average Galiano household $92 per year, less than the cost
of a return trip with a car to Tsawwassen. We are still waiting to
hear about a BC government grant that would further reduce this
cost by 40% to $55.20/year. 

If Galiano voters defeat this referendum to explore
‘alternatives’, it will be many years before we get a proper library,
a cornerstone of every civilized community. And by then, the cost
of materials, labour and land will have multiplied exponentially.

Vote ‘YES’ for a new Galiano Library on April 23!
Pearl Roberts, Chair, Galiano Library Society

Election Volunteering
Dear Editor:
One day last week I was in Sidney with some time to spare before
catching the ferry home, so I dropped into the Green Party office
to see if there was any way I could help with the campaign. I was
welcomed, invited to fill out a volunteer form, and immediately
given a small clerical task that gave me a sense of accomplishment
and left me free to continue in good time for the ferry. I was
impressed with the cheerfulness and sense of order and efficiency
in the office.  I  had been expecting a kind of frenzied disarray, but
it appeared to me to be a smooth operation where everyone knows
their role and does it with good humour.  

They invited me to return whenever it is convenient. I
recommend stopping in as a good way to spend any extra time
that you may have on hand in Sidney. Of course,  volunteers for
regular shifts and particular events are also welcome, but this
approach appealed to my desire to ‘make use’ of’ time that might
otherwise be spent in a coffee shop or ferry line-up. They do have
coffee in the Green Party office, too.

Judith Rees-Thomas, Saturna Island

Endorsement From Mayne Island 
Dear Editor:
We are a group of concerned Mayne Island residents who are
urging voters in Saanich-Gulf Islands to vote for Elizabeth May of
the Green Party on May 2.

This election comes at a critical moment for Canada, and
particularly for us here in the Gulf Islands. Having as our
candidate a leader of a federal political party is a tremendous
opportunity.  

We believe that we cannot continue with the government we
currently have. Over the past few years the current  administration
has been dishonest, cynical and manipulative. So much so  that,
for the first time in Canadian history,  the House of Commons has
found the government to be in contempt of Parliament.  How sad
that Canadian democracy has degenerated to this!

Elizabeth May is arguably the most effective and well-informed
political leader in the country. She is articulate, smart, passionate
about the world and about the lives of ordinary Canadians like us,
and she will bring integrity and honesty to Parliament if she is

elected.  
Importantly, the polls show that Elizabeth has a very real

chance of winning in Saanich-Gulf Islands. Make no mistake, this
is a two-way race between Elizabeth and Gary Lunn of the
Conservative party, and we hope that those who normally vote
NDP or Liberal will think strategically about this choice before they
vote. A non-Green vote is effectively a vote for Gary Lunn.

By electing Elizabeth in Saanich-Gulf Islands we will not only
be achieving a great win for this riding, but a win for more than
one million Canadians who clearly want a strong, independent
perspective in Parliament.  She will inject her eminently sensible
views into the political debate and will hold the other parties
accountable. This will mean a huge change to the way government
operates—not only for us in the Gulf Islands, but for all of Canada

as well.
Libbie Bake, Leanna Boyer, David Burrowes, 

Stephen Cropper, Brian & Mary Crumblehulme, Jessica
Easton, Tina Farmilo, Deb & Garth Foote, Chris Fretwell,

Edward Gale, Kim Harris, Richard Iredale, Peter Judd,  Harold
Kasinsky, Irma Klassen, Meadow Dove Lang, Shanti & Don
MacDougal, Mike Nadeau, Helen & John O'Brian, Tania &

Tony Pearse, Lance Shook, Toby Snelgrove, Vicki Turay, Jan
Unander, Louis Vallee, Judi Walker, Kathie Warning, Cilla &

Dennis Watts, Lael Whitehead, and Annette Witteman. 

Is The Harper Conservative Party
Really Following Conservative Ideas?

Dear Editor:
A person who is conservative is not necessarily against

change, but is cautious, not prone to taking risks and is
certainly against wasteful spending. They base their decisions
on experience rather than idealistic thinking. Traditionally
they have been Canadian nationalists and wary of American
domination.

With this in mind, I have listed 6 prominent policies of the
Harper government, with the question—are these policies
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Friday to Monday, April 22 to 25

Easter Weekend Fun Swims—wavepool, waterslide, diving
boards, toddler pool, swirlpool, steam, sauna, and length
swimming • FRI: 10am-12pm & 1-4pm; SAT: 1-4pm & 6:30-
8:30pm; SuN: 10am-12pm & 1-4pm; MoN: 10am-12pm, 1-4pm
& 6:30-8:30pm • Saanich Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake
Drive (right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • 24–hour Swim
Info-line: 250-475-7620 or www.saanich.ca • IN SAANICH

Sunday, April 24
12th Annual South Pender Easter Art Walk—9 studios
showing works on canvas, paper, glass, jewellery and wood;
look for the yellow balloons; enter at each studio for a chance
to win an Easter basket of gifts from participating artists • 12-
5pm • Info: Wendy Munroe 250-629-3559 • ON PENDER
ISLAND

Sunday, April 24 
Mayne Green Parade—come
show your support for Elizabeth
May and the Green Party of Canada; wear something green;
bring a sign or banner; have fun •  12:30pm • meet at the
Agricultural Hall (430 Fernhill Road) and parade through town
to Miner's Bay Park • ON MAYNE ISLAND

Fri, April 29 & Sun, May 1
Pender Film Group Screenings—FRI, APRIL 29: The
Fighter (2010)—boxer ‘Irish’ Micky Ward and his brother ;
Mark Wahlberg, Christian Bale and Amy Adams; SuN, MAy 1:
Ponyo (2008)—animated adventure of a 5-year-old boy and a
goldfish princess; family matinee, 1pm • Community Hall •
7:30pm unless otherwise noted • Admission by donation • Info:
www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

Fri, Sat, and Sun, May 6, 7 & 8
Live, Love & Sing—Pender Islands Choral Society performs
a spring concert with varied musical styles to express the love
of life • Community Hall • FRI & SAT: 7.30pm SuN: 2pm •
Tickets: Talisman Books & Gallery and Southridge Country
Farm Store • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday and Sunday, May 7 & 8
Victoria Conservatory of Music’s Mother’s Day
Garden Tour—annual self-guided tour of 10 private gardens;
presented by Newport Realty and Newport Property
Management • 10am-4pm • Tickets: two day pass $30, Thrifty
Foods (Victoria), VCM, Dig This, Gardenworks and other
locations • Info: 250-386-5311, toll free 1-866-386-5311
www.victoriagardentour.com • IN VICTORIA

Saturday and Sunday, May 7 & 8
The 19th Denman Island Home & Garden Tour—
unique homes and lovely gardens • 9:30am-5pm • Tickets: $15
• Info: www.denmanconservancy.org 250-335-1551 • ON
DENMAN ISLAND

Fri, May 20 thru Sun, May 22
Noel Coward's Private Lives—Solstice Theatre
presents this classic play as a Comedy-in-the-
Round • Community Hall • FRI & SAT: 7.30pm •
Tickets: $15 Adults, $10 Students (13 to 18 years),
at Talisman Books & Gallery and Southridge Farms
Country Store • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, May 21
5th Annual May Day Celebration—Mayne Island

Conservancy presents:
Morris Dancers, procession
to Miners Bay Park with
drummers & singers,
Maypole, labyrinth for the
May Queen's crowning,
dancing & games, delicious
refreshments; everyone

welcome: elves, fairies and others • Admission: Free • Starts at
Farmers' Market • 1pm  • Info: Helen O'Brian 250-539-5619
www.conservancyonmayne.com/mayday.htm• ON MAYNE
ISLAND  

Salish Sea-wide Visibility For Your Event
islandtides@islandtides.com • 250-629-3660

Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
SINGLE EVENT: $33.60, With image $39.20 (maximum 45 words) • 

MULTI-VENUE: $44.80, With image $50.04 (maximum.70 words) • Credit card payment with order
‘What’s On?’

 

 

 

 

RRaaiinnwwaatteerr HHaarrvveessttiinngg SSyysstteemmss 
AABBOOVVEE && BBEELLOOWWGGRROOUUNNDD AAPPPPLLIICCAATTIIOONNSS 

NEW! 

Wholesale Distributors to Contractors & DIY’s for over 40 years
DEALER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE 

 

FEATURING  
world leading 

brands 

Independent 

Dental Hygiene 

in a relaxed setting

Registered Dental Hygienists 

offering: 

• scaling  • root planing 

• polishing  • whitening 

• other services

Celebrating 8 years of service in beautiful Sidney By-the-Sea

250-655-4884

Authorized by the Official Agent for Elizabeth May

ELIZABETH

MAY
www.elizabethmay.ca
Your Candidate
Saltspring Green Office Now Open
Mon-Sat 9-5, 130 McPhillips,  
across from the library, phone (250) 931-0323
Volunteer, pick up a lawn sign - Help MAKE HISTORY!

      

Vote
ELIZABETH

MAY
Send a Fresh Voice to 

Ottawa

www.elizabethmay.ca 250-931-0323
Authorized by the Official Agent for Elizabeth May

R E S O R T  &  S P A

2 5 0 - 6 2 9 - 2 1 0 0

Treat Yourself...
...Easter Sunday Brunch $22.95

 April 24th from 9 am - 1 pm in Aurora

...another scrumptious buffet brunch
created by our culinary team...

fresh salads, charcuterie and cheese platter, 
maple glazed salmon, Mexican quiche, bacon,

sausage and much more
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For an excellent account of the Leadership Debate go to
The CBC Radio Archives for ‘The Current’ on

Wednesday, April 13. Anna Marie Tremonti interviews,
among others, Elizabeth May.



Build your Dream • Build it Green
Prefab custom home packages • Qualified builders available • Visit one of our island show homes • Off grid options

866-352-5503 www.mandalahomes.com info@mandalahomes.com 

A Truly Island Home

Join us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/MandalaHomes

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484

Fax 250-652-4486

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

GULF ISLANDSWATERTREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water

•Whole-house Treatment
• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

250-412-1110 • 604- 630-1114 • 524 William Street, Victoria
250-339-6914 Comox Valley

www.watertiger.net

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria /

Hardness / Arsenic

 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED
AMENDMENTS TO THE 

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND 
SAFETY REGULATION

AND

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 225 
AND 226 OF THE WORKERS 

COMPENSATION ACT OF 
BRITISH COLUMBIA

WORKSAFEBC – WORKERS’ COMPENSATION BOARD OF B.C.
HEREBY GIVES NOTICE OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE OCCUPATIONAL

HEALTH AND SAFETY REGULATION (BC Reg. 296/97, as amended)

The proposed amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation (“OHSR”) pertain to the 
following items. There is an additional proposal for Part 16, Mobile Equipment.

•  Part 4, General Conditions – relating to a third option to protect workers assigned to work alone in a late 
night retail premises. This third option is proposed because some employers have found it 
impracticable to install barriers to separate workers from the public or alternatively employ two workers 
on shift during late night hours;

•  Part 6, Substance Specific Requirements; and consequential amendments to Part 20, Construction, 
Excavation and Demolition – relating to updating asbestos requirements;

•  Part 6, Substance Specific Requirements – relating to updating the reference to the Pesticide Control 
Act;

•  Part 9, Confined Spaces – relating to clarifying that atmospheric testing must be conducted by a 
qualified person;

•  Part 12, Tools, Machinery and Equipment – relating to safer driven-feed mobile chipper requirements; 
•  Part 14, Cranes and Hoists – relating to updating the reference to the Elevating Devices Safety Act;
•  Part 15, Rigging – relating to clarifying the correct number of wire rope clips to be used in wire rope splices;
•  Part 16, Mobile Equipment – relating to the requirement for trailer units with a dump box to have a 

permanently affixed mechanical device capable of supporting the empty box in the raised position; 
• Part 16, Mobile Equipment – relating to permitting a worker riding on a rear-mounted work platform to 

retrieve traffic cones when the vehicle is backing up;
•  Part 20, Construction, Excavation and Demolition – relating to new requirements that concrete pumps 

and placing booms meet the requirements of CSA Standard Z151-09;
•  Part 23, Oil and Gas – relating to updating the reference to the Power Engineers and Boiler and 

Pressure Vessel Safety Act;
•  Part 28, Agriculture – relating to the requirement for rollover protective structures on agricultural tractors;
• Removal from the OHSR of the requirements for “prior approval” or “prior permission” before proceeding 

with certain types of work or using certain work arrangements. The sections identified for change by 
identifying specific requirements or referencing standards are as follows: Part 5, Chemical Agents and 
Biological Agents, relating to extended work periods; Part 14, Cranes and Hoists, relating to chimney 
hoists; Part 19, Electrical Safety, relating to high voltage; Part 21, Blasting Operations, relating to mobile 
drill rigs;

• Removal from the OHSR of the requirements for “acceptable to the Board” before proceeding with 
certain types of work or using certain work arrangements. The sections identified are in Part 6, 
Substance Specific Requirements, and relate to: the removal of asbestos debris and acceptance from 
the Board; posting warning signs and acceptance from the Board; and monitors and alarms for 
equipment and machinery and acceptance from the Board.

PUBLIC HEARINGS
You are invited to provide feedback on the proposed regulatory amendments. Your views may be 
presented orally at the public hearings and/or submitted in writing. Please register if you wish to 
make an oral presentation at the public hearings by telephoning 604-232-7744 or toll free in BC 
1-866-614-7744 prior to the hearing. 
Information on the proposed amendments and the public hearings, including details of registration/
participation procedures, are on WorkSafeBC’s website at www.worksafebc.com.

PUBLIC HEARING DETAILS

Date Location
May 3, 2011  Coast Inn of the North

770 Brunswick Street, Prince George, BC
May 10, 2011  Prestige Rocky Mountain Resort & Convention Centre

209 Van Horne Street South, Cranbrook, BC
May 12, 2011  Executive Airport Plaza Hotel & Conference Centre

7311 Westminster Highway, Richmond, BC
May 31, 2011  Best Western Kelowna Hotel & Suites

2402 Highway 97 N, Kelowna, BC
June 2, 2011  Coast Victoria Harbourside Hotel & Marina

146 Kingston Street, Victoria, BC
Session Times:  3:00 pm to 5:00 pm  7:00 pm to 9:00 pm

 WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS
The deadline for receipt of written submissions is 4:30 p.m. on Friday, June 3, 2011. Written 
submissions can be made online or via e-mail, fax, mail, or delivered at the public hearings 
during the session times.
Online: via the WorkSafeBC website at www.worksafebc.com
E-mail: regquery@worksafebc.com
Fax: 604-279-7599; or toll-free in BC: 1-877-279-7599
Mail:  Policy and Research Division

WorkSafeBC – Workers’ Compensation Board of B.C.
P.O. Box 5350, Station Terminal
Vancouver, BC V6B 5L5

At Trafalgar Homes, we believe the time has come 
for AFFORDABLE home options. 

If the home of your dreams is one that fits comfortably within
your budget, the licensed builder to choose is

TRAFALGAR HOMESTRAFALGAR HOMES

This home is only $110,602 to lock up

with a 2ft foundation on your property!

Visit www.trafalgarhomes.ca/it to receive your promotional offer
1-866-971-0239
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really ones that conservative people approve of?
1. Harper would not shut down the Chalk River nuclear

when strongly advised to do so by Linda Keen, the president
of the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission. She was then
fired by Gary Lunn. (Knowing what happened in Japan, is
this risk-taking consistent with conservative cautiousness?)

2. Harper has spent $18 billion providing military support
for the corrupt Afghan government - and has achieved

nothing. (Both unwise and wasteful - not conservative traits.
Serving American foreign policy rather than Canadian?)

3. Harper has committed $15 to $30 billion for fighter
planes. (A giant expense - not needed. Serving American
foreign policy? Are there no better ways to use this money?)

4. Harper is committed to putting more people in jail for
longer terms, which will also require a massive jail-building

John Orton, a Victoria retired accountant, has filed a claim
in BC Supreme Court for damages following an April, 2010
change in BC Ferries Services policies which made expired
Assured Loading Tickets (ALTs) worthless. He claims
breach of contract.

An ALT is good for priority car and driver passage on the
main ferry routes between Vancouver Island and the
Mainland, provided it is presented at least 20 minutes
before departure time. While ALTs were originally issued
in the form of a book of tickets, they are now recorded on a
BC Ferries ‘Coast card’. They expire after 24 months from
date of purchase.

Prior to 2010, the value of old expired ALTs could be
credited against the purchase of a new set of ALTs at any
time. Following the policy change, the cash value of expired

ALTs could only be credited up to six months following
expiry; and the value of ALTs that expired before January
1, 2010 could only be credited up until June 30, 2010.

Orton purchased his ALTs  in May 2007 at a price of ten
for $819, or $81.90 per ticket. (The current price of ALTs is
ten for $1,250.) Orton’s ALTs expired on May 31, 2009. In
March, 2011, BCFS advised Orton that his right to apply the
value of his remaining four unused ALTs ($327.60) to the
purchase of new ALTs had lapsed on June 30, 2010.

BC Ferries had cancelled almost 16,000 unredeemed
ALTs, writing off $1.2 million.

Orton’s damage claim could become a class action suit,
said Jim Poyner, Orton’s lawyer. ‘I can’t remember a class
action in the past where so many people have contacted us
in so short a time.’ 0

LETTERS from page 5

BCFS sued over expired assured loading tickets

LETTERS, please turn to next page



program - all costing $5 billion or so - but with no costing
being done. And this is in a period of decreasing crime.
(Doesn’t sound like a conservative business plan to me,
especially when experts say that jails do not decrease crime).

5. Harper is subsidizing the oil industry to the tune of $14
billion over 10 years. (True conservatives are in favour of free
enterprise, competing on an even playing field, with no
government crutches bolstering non-competitive enterprises.
They certainly would not approve bolstering profitable
corporations that pay their CEOs exorbitant bonuses.)

6. Putting Canada to shame, Harper has twice won the
‘Colossal Fossil’ award for his obstructive attitude at Climate
Change conferences. A great number of people now recognize
that fossil fuel production has already caused extreme
weather (hurricanes, drought and floods) and will be even
more detrimental as the greenhouse gases increase. You
would think that conservative people, being more cautious,
would be even more concerned about the future for their
children and grandchildren than others.

The big question: Is the Harper Party really a conservative
party or has Harper high-jacked the party for some extremist
agenda. It’s almost a Dr. Strangelove situation. Surely normal
conservative people don’t accept the policies listed above.

Doug Carrick, Hornby Island

Park use Permit Issued
Dear Editor:
Despite significant public opposition, BC Parks has issued a Park
Use Permit to allow Clayoquot Wilderness Resort, a high end
resort to run exclusive horse tours in the remote Bedwell Valley of
Strathcona Park. 

This is a decision that is not in the public interest and
demonstrates that the current Liberal government has once again
put commercial interests ahead of those of the people. The decision
represents the further privatization of the oldest provincial park
in British Columbia— in its centennial year. 

The issue is complex and involves a park system that is being
starved from the top and being forced to resort to private solutions
to maintain public trails and facilities. Friends of Stathcona Park
have proposed a volunteer solution to trail maintenance at no cost
to BC Parks. For more details contact Bob St John with Friends of

Strathcona Park at 250-890-0780.
Dave Ingram, Courtenay 

Raven Mine Meeting
Dear Editor:
Recently I attended a ‘Coal Watch’ meeting in Courtenay and
learned of the effects of allowing Raven Coal’s mine to become a
reality. 

It will bring some 300 new jobs to the area and in the process
of washing the coal with water from local streams running through
the company’s property they will poison the waters of Baynes
Sound, kill the shellfish industry and in the process destroy over
700 existing jobs.  

I ask where is the sanity when one branch of the government
creates Clam Shell University in Deep Bay and another branch
creates the go-ahead for a mine which extends from Fanny to Mud
Bay, will last 17 years and destroy all the work of the university?

One of the important points brought out at the meeting was
that the price of the low-quality coal that is extracted from
Vancouver Island went from $50 a ton to $150+ a ton. So there is
money to be made from these coal deposits. Start buying stock
now. Or start investing in the future of your grandchildren—they
might want to breathe clean air. 

If this application of Raven Coal’s goes through, in its footsteps
is another one closer to Cumberland  and it is not a mile deep. No
it is an open pit mine. The infrastructure established at the Raven
mine will be used to process the product and get it to Asia. I wonder
how many truck loads a day will travel through Cathedral Grove
to and from the Deep Sea dock at Port Alberni?

We learned at the meeting that the local coal is considered low
quality because it has a high sulfur content—it literally stinks—and
the worst part is that when sulfur is removed from the earth there
is a reaction and acid is produced by mother nature. That acid will
eventually be washed into Baynes Sound,  affecting the PH of the
waters and creating havoc among the bivalves and all marine life.

So we can support extracting the coal and allow it to go to Asia
so we can have more Costco and Walmart containers come back
to us. But there is a cost, and that cost will be the loss of jobs, and
the loss of eating local oysters and clams as well as total disruption
to the coastal waters of Baynes Sound.

Of course, if VI Health Authority is on the ball they will get
another hospital in the works real soon, say right in Fanny or
Union Bay, one that specializes in pulmonary and respiratory
disorders.

Len Walker, Bowser

Democracy Trashing
Dear Editor:
Is trashing democracy ok? Mr. Harper has abused every watchdog,
every potential oversight, every attempt (from others) at making
government transparent. He has refused to report to Parliament
and grossly mistates activities and budgets when he does. He has
prorogued parliament to avoid accountability. Those are facts.
Doesn't a vote for more of the same validate the effective end of
our parliamentary system?

Eugene Parks, Victoria 0
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- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope

Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing

- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

250-652-0599
www.flynn.ca

WELL-BEINGAUTOMOTIVE

Rent
Quality�Pre-Owned�
Cars�&�Minivans

www.gsaautorentals.com

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788

terry@gsaautorentals.com

Book�with�the�best!
Pick-Up��from�

Swartz�Bay�FerryTerminal�&�

Victoria�Airport

Monthly�from�$625

Weekly�from�$205
Mention�this�ad��for�discount

GSA�Auto�Rentals� FREE!
Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment  

REMOVAL

No Wheels?
No Problem!

Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up

also available

Gulf Islands • Victoria

Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

D. A. SMITHSON & SONS

Well Drillers
250-539-5252
250-478-6937
dasons@telus.net
www.smithsondrilling.com

20+ years experience
Metal roofs & torch-on

Excellent references. 
BBB, Licensed, Insured, 

WCB, Visa, M/C.
www.soarecontracting.com

250-474-7325

New Construction  

Renovations 

Pumps, Filters, 

UV Lights

Rainwater Collection
Docks & Marina

250-537-4850

MILLE
R

PLUMBING SERVICES

FOUNDATIONS OF 

HERBAL MEDICINE

learn to take care of your
health with herbs

with Chanchal Cabrera 

MSc, FNIMH 

Workshops, Classes, 
Wellness Consultations 

www.chanchalcabrera.com

250 336 8767 

Advertise!
250-629-3660

Standing Seam
metal Roofing
foR WateR

ColleCtion SyStemS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE

SHAKE & SHINGLE

Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

ROOFING 
Ltd.

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

Fax 250-383-2198

LANCE VAESEN

MARINE

On Time & On Budget

• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings 

• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

250-537-9710
www.islandmarine.ca

WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road

Salt Spring Island

30 years experience

dock building & repair

pile driving & drilling

aluminum gangways & ramps

wood piers & wood floats

crane barge service & towing

mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

MOORINGS
•INSTALLED •SERVICED

•MAINTAINED

Chris West 

Dive Services

250-888-7199
250-538-1667

cdwest@telus.net

Dave’s Drilling

& Blasting

Dave 250-537-7481

Callum 250-538-8640

“We don’t stand 
behind our work, 

we stand behind a tree.”

Farm and garden services. Quality
fences, decks, and garden
structures, ecological restoration,
invasive species management.
Design service available. Serving gulf
islands. 250-818-5565 Online
portfolio: skvakic.blogspot.com

GETAWAYS
Quadra Island. 2 Getaway Cabins.-
Private, peaceful, panoramic. Studio
and one-bedroom, all amenities and
soaker tubs-www.lunavista.ca

CALL FOR ENTRY

• WAter Wells

• HYdroFrActurIng

to Improve Well YIelds

• drIllIng For geosource

An Island Family Business for 46
Years!

1-800-746-7444 

250-537-8456

www.drillwell.com          
drill@drillwell.com 

Peter Christenson  •  250-629-8386

www.shorelinedesign.ca

SHORELINE
DESIGN

• Fully insured

• Excellent

references

• Spe• Specializing in water

accaccess over steep 

& rugged 

terrain
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FOR RENT
Saturna Island. Two bedroom, like
new, house for longterm rental.
Fireplace, deck, washer/dryer, fridge,
stove, dishwasher. No smoking.
$850/mo+ utilities. 250-539-2975

New Artisans Welcome 
Registration Deadline: May 9. 

For registration packages or info,
please see www.ssartscouncil.com
or contact Helen @ 250-537-0899 or

info@ssartscouncil.com.

ArtCraft

2011 
June 17-Sept 18 
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Milled LOG Home Packages 

Toll Free 1.877.826.5461 
www.tamlinhomes.com 

Our precision profiled 6x8 “D” logs are precut, prenotched, 
and predrilled for simple and fast assembly. 
 
A complete weather tight log home package that is delivered 
right to your site. 
 

Call us now and ask for our Gulf Island SPECIALS! 

Opportunity for Public Comment on
BC Ferry Commission’s

Preliminary Price Cap Decision

The British Columbia Ferry Commission, the independent regulator of BC Ferries Services Inc.
(BCFS), is seeking public comment on its preliminary decision on price caps for the company’s next
performance term that begins April 1, 2012. Price caps, which are determined and enforced by
the Commission, set the maximum permitted level of average ferry fares.

The Commission’s preliminary decision, which includes a target for future productivity gains and
reflects reductions in BCFS’ annual operating costs, is as follows:

 a 4.15% increase in average ferry fares on April 1 of each year from 2012 to 2015 on the
major routes from the lower mainland to Vancouver Island and to the Sunshine Coast;

 an 8.23% increase per year in average ferry fares on all other routes.

The Commission’s preliminary decision may be amended depending on further submissions by
BCFS and possible changes to the Coastal Ferry Services Contract (CFSC) between BCFS and the
Provincial Government. The Commission will make its final ruling by September 30, 2011 after
consideration of such further submissions by BCFS, any substantive changes to the CSFC and
public feedback.

The public is invited to comment on the Commission’s preliminary price cap decision, as well as on
the information provided to the Commission by BCFS including their annual and quarterly reports
and/or any other information on the Commission’s website that relates to the commissioner’s
powers and duties to establish price caps for the next performance term. The public is also invited
to comment on the levels of ferry service under the existing CFSC or on possible service level
changes identified by BCFS as opportunities to enhance efficiency. For further information, visit
www.bcferrycommission.com.

Comments can be e mailed to info@bcferrycommission.com or mailed to BC Ferry Commission,
RPO Hillside, Box 35119, Victoria BC, V8T 5G2. Deadline for comments or submissions is
June 30, 2011.
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C
olour, sound, movement—spring is so
energizing—the livelier the landscape
the more I love it! Spring migrants are

zooming into their summer homes. Turkey
vultures have joined the eagles and ravens at
the Dead Animal Café. Violet-green swallows
and rufous hummingbirds have arrived to
feast on bugs and spiders and flowering
currant bushes. 

Some of our year-round creatures make
themselves apparent in spring when they are
attracting mates and raising young.
Inconspicuous for the rest of the year, it
almost seems as if they have also arrived
from somewhere else. This week, a pileated
woodpecker has claimed a particularly
resonant tree and has been co-opting the
airwaves with a staccato drumroll created by
banging his beak into the trunk, and by loud
territorial calls. The blue grouse, hugely
diminished in population, can be found at
just a few predictable spots on the Island
standing beside the roads looking like

bewildered chickens. 

Pied Pear Concert
Last week, Pied Pear came to Saturna Island
to give us a concert, organized by the Arts
and Concerts Society. 

Rick Scott and Joe Mock, together with
singer Shari Ulrich, formed Pied Pumpkin in
the late ’60s and ’70s.  They played at the first
Vancouver Folk Festival—where I initially
saw them—and at many other folk festivals.  

What to expect from a group that was
popular 30 years ago and so much part of
that era? The concert was more of a
vaudeville presentation than strictly a
concert. Pied Pear was divine and you didn’t
need to know what they represent in the
recent history of British Columbia to enjoy
them! 

All of our lives have moved on—spinning
ever richer with family and
accomplishments, insights. On the
community hall stage, Pied Pear showed us
that we have become funnier, more to the
bone, more capable of love and connection. 

Rick Scott played dulcimer and Joe Mock
played acoustic guitar and keyboard. They
told us, and we could see, that they are long
time friends and hold their relationship dear.
Rick Scott has gone on in his life into
children’s entertainment (Children’s Festival
in Vancouver) and acting.  His body is liquid
and always ‘talking’. The impish, straight
man, Joe Mock is ever more accomplished
on the guitar. The bell-clear hall was the
perfect venue for the almost acoustic concert
and the ‘conversation’ that went on with the
audience.

Making History
I am finding this federal election
transfixing. In our riding, we have
Elizabeth May running!  You have to be
dead to not see the implications of this for
our Canadian civil society. That we would
have one voice in our parliament to
represent our riding and its social and
economic complexities. Our representative
would  speak for all of Canada and our
planet on environmental issues.  Wow!  A
well-spoken, respectful, informed, smart,
fast-on-her-feet, funny woman.

BETTy CARPENTIER
Betty Elizabeth Carpentier died on March 27.
Betty was the matriarch of the Carpentier
Clan—six kids, sixteen grandchildren, and
some great-grandchildren. Her life was
celebrated by community members who
came together to share stories and to pay
tribute to a giving, feisty, strong willed and
dramatic woman. 

Betty was a family woman full of hugs,
hollers, advice, enthusiasm and laughter. At
the slide show it was easy to see that her arms
and heart were full of love for babies and
children—’she held you until the tears
stopped.’  

Betty was born in Duncan, the baby of a
family of  ten.  She grew up on Galiano with
her brothers and sisters, moved to Duncan,
married Geno in 1952 and settled on Saturna
to raise their own family of six and several
others who needed parenting and love. Lyall
Harbour was a happening place for
youngsters of all ages.  ‘She was a collector of
children’s love—she was always on your side
cheering you on to do better to be better.’  She
organized important things for the kids to
do—pick berries, make biscuits, stuff the
turkey, ‘get this out to the garden for
grandpa.’  

The washing machine was always going,
the garden was important, families got
together to cook and eat and play cards in the
long summer evenings.  Betty worked as a
homecare worker and was the Avon Lady, so
there was lots of lipstick. Betty had lots of
opinions and she wasn’t afraid to to voice
them—everyone had to learn to deal with the
opinions along with the love.

Condolences to the Carpentier family
who have lost Grandma Betty, Grandpa
Geno, sons David and Casey and grandson
Tyler in the last two years. 

And thanks to the community. It takes a
community to raise a grounded and loving
child. It takes a community to love and
support our older members as they get frail
and in need of regular care. 0

Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

PIED PEAR PERFORM ON SATURNA
Photo: Nettie Adams

The BC Ferry Commissioner has granted
preliminary approval for ferry fare increases
for the third Performance Term of the contract
between the provincial government and BC
Ferries Services Inc. The annual increases, set
to take effect on April 1, 2012, 2013, 2014, and
2015, would be up to 4.15% for major routes,
and 8.23% for minor and northern routes.
Over the next four years, this would amount
to an increase of 18% on major routes and 37%
on minor routes. The only good news was that
these increases were substantially less than the
50% increases that BCFS president, David
Hahn, had forecast earlier this year.

However, the province’s new Minister of
Transportation, Blair Lekstrom, said he felt
the increases were still too high and the
government would be looking at how to

reduce them.

No Increase In Subsidy
The fare increases assume no increase in the
province’s subsidy for the minor routes, which
has remained fixed since 2003, when BC
Ferries was ‘privatized’ into a government-
owned corporation. The intent of the
government at that time was to require that all
future cost increases be covered by fare
increases. The result has been that fares have
risen steadily at several times the annual cost
of living, and ridership has suffered.

The approved increases follow this trend.
The Ferry Commissioner’s primary mandate
is to ensure the financial solvency of BCFS,
given the amount of the subsidy and the
owner’s return on equity, both of which are set
by the province, and the traffic estimates
provided by BCFS. This year, estimates foresee
no increase in traffic. Traffic is described as

‘flat’ for the next four years. 

Possible Changes In Service
New this year is a requirement to consider the
needs of ferry users. The Commissioner states
that he has met this requirement by setting a
constant (and therefore predictable) annual
growth percentage in fares from year to year,

and providing ferry users with a particular
opportunity to comment on BCFS proposed
cost reductions, and on ten possible changes
in service levels.

These changes include: 
• Elimination of Route 12 – Mill Bay to
Brentwood Bay;
• Alternatives for Route 40 – Discovery
Coast;
• Alternative Service Delivery for
Shearwater and Ocean Falls;
• Extension of Northern Service to
Tsawwassen;
• Change in Terminal Location for Route 19
(from Gabriola to Nanaimo Harbour to
Gabriola to Duke Point);
• Elimination or Restructuring of Route 9 -
Tsawwassen to Southern Gulf Islands;
• Inclusion of Route 3 in the Major Route
Group;
• Off-peak Saturday Service for Route
30–Duke Point to Tsawwassen;
• Alternatives to the Charter Agreement for
the Nicola; and
• All Routes – Increased Flexibility (?)

These impact of these changes have not
been anticipated in the Commissioner’s
setting of preliminary price caps.

Alternative Service
Providers

Built in to the Coastal Ferry Act is the
requirement that BCFS continue to seek
organizations which might be able to provide
part of the ferry service under contract. So far,
the only such service is the passenger ferry
between Langdale, Gambier Island, and Keats
Island.

The Commissioner has identified three
services which might be candidates for
subcontract: mid-coast service in the winter,
Powell River–Comox and Powell
River–Texada, and a Buckley Bay–Denman
Island cable ferry.

The final price cap decisions are to be
published by September 30, 2011. 0

Ferry fares at sea~ Patrick Brown 


