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‘Ten minutes from Ganges and ten centuries back in time’—Arthur Black. On March 20, the Salt Spring
Island Conservancy resolved to provide a second donation of $25,000 to the ‘Creekside’ appeal. It will
only take a few more donors to complete the campaign to preserve the eco-diverse rainforest.

At the end of March, BC Ferries introduced a
new wallet-size ExperienceTM Card which
entitles the user to the discounted prepaid fare
on any minor routes where it is offered (and
even maintains ‘Travel History’ records that
regular commuters can access to claim Income
Tax deductions for transportation costs).

The card is essentially a type of debit card
which travellers can preload with funds and use
to pay fares on any BC Ferries route. It will
replace the use of prepaid paper tickets for
frequent ferry riders. Every time the card is
used, the BC Ferries ‘Purchase’ ticket issued will
show the remaining balance. 

Cards may be obtained at any BC Ferries
ticket booth (in fact are being handed out), or
BC Ferries will mail you one if you telephone
them at 250-386-3431.

The ExperienceTM Card can be presented at
any BC Ferries ticket booth and used to pay the
fare, provided that there are sufficient funds
remaining on the card to cover the entire fare. It
can be replenished at any participating ticket
booth, by telephoning BC Ferries, or, most
conveniently, through Internet access at BC
Ferries’ website. An AutoLoad feature allows
the customer to set a dollar level at which the
card must be replenished, and specify a
replenishment amount and a credit card (Visa,
MasterCard, American Express) number to
which the replenishment may be charged.
Balances are transferable between cards but are
non-refundable.

Each replenishment must be a minimum of
$75 if the card is to be used for vehicle fares, and
$40 if it is to be used for passenger fares only. The
total balance on cards must not exceed $12,500.

The new card will also enable the user to
purchase Assured Loading Tickets (ALTs) as
with the existing CoastTM card. (With ALTs,
travellers pay a premium but are guaranteed
loading on the next main route ferry provided
they arrive 20mins before scheduled departure
time. (You may use any ticket booth and jump
the boarding lines.)

Registering Your Card for
Additional Benefits—Ain’t

Computers Grand?
The new ExperienceTM Card may be registered
through the BC Ferries website, or at
participating ticket offices or by telephone. The
advantages of registering are protection in case
of loss, access to Travel History reports,
transferability of amounts between cards,
availability of assured loading, and the
AutoLoad replenishment facility, to ensure that
the ExperienceTM Card never runs out of funds.
Several cards may be grouped for
replenishment. Without registration, the card is
essentially a gift card, which can be used by
anyone (for example, by grandparents to
encourage their grandchildren to visit them on
the Gulf Islands).

Replacing Prepaid Fare
Tickets

The new cards have been useable from March
19 on Southern Gulf Islands routes, and from
March 26 on Sunshine Coast, mid- and north
Vancouver Island, and Queen Charlotte Island
routes. The familiar books of five or ten prepaid
fare tickets will no longer be sold. This will
come as a relief to frequent travellers, who
regularly had to face an investment of several
hundred dollars to purchase a book of prepaid
tickets; now this form of sticker shock will not
be as severe (but more frequent).

Converting Paper Ticket
Incentive

If you have leftover tickets, they may be used for
passage (with any ferry fare increases added on
at the booth) or turned in for translation to your
ExperienceTM Card. There was a fare increase on
April 1 but from April 1–15, converted tickets will
be valued at the new prepaid fare levels. After
April 15, they will be valued at the March 31
prepaid fare levels. This is clearly an incentive to
turn-in paper tickets during the first two weeks
of April. (See also advertisement, page 7.) ✐

Ancestors laid to
rest at last 
Priscilla Ewbank
Tsawout and Tseycum First Nations held
a reburial ceremony at Bedwell Harbour,
South Pender Island on March 18. Elders,
band members, school children and
teachers arrived from the two Reserves in
Sidney. The purpose of the reburial was to
honour the ancestors and rebury them
and to provide conclusion to an illegal
and emotionally upsetting experience.

Elder Irvine Jimmy conducted the
event; he welcomed over 100 people. In
Sencoten and English he thanked them
for witnessing this historic event. Jimmy
said that traditional beliefs honour the
sacred nature of their ancestors’ graves,
and called for no further dishonouring of
burial sites as happened during the Poets
Cove Resort development.  

In 2003, major bulldozing started for
the re-creation of the long-time Bedwell
Harbour Resort. Human bones appeared
almost immediately at the ancient village
site, protected by the BC Heritage
Conservation Act. However the
excavation of the burial site did not stop
until a stop-work order was enforced. A
court case ensued under the Act.

Recovery of the bones was ordered
and carried out by First Nations and I R
Wilson archaeologists. A team worked for
three years recovering crumbling remains
of bones. 

On a warm, south-facing bluff, with
huge sandstone blocks and arbutus trees,
overlooking the water, a wide path led to
the re-burial site. The blanket-covered
cedar box containing the remains of 45
ancestors was proceeded by a procession
of elders moving with the beat of drums.
The men were invited to begin the filling
in of the grave. Next men and women
who are from families who hold the
traditional right and responsibilities to
bury the dead took over. 

Several elders spoke, Auntie Ruby
Peters, an elder of the Cowichan First
Nation, said prayers to settle the

‘Let’s rock the boat,’
says protest organizer 
Following the March 8, Gabriola-based ferry fare-
hike demonstration in Nanaimo, a ship-board
demonstration took place on March 27. Seventy
protesters embarked on the noon ferry bound for
Denman Island from Buckley Bay on Vancouver
Island. The Denman and Hornby ‘footsies’ were
protesting disproportionate ferry fare increases on
minor routes connecting Gulf Island communities to
the Mainland or Vancouver Island. 

Organizer Michelle Easterly, who runs an
accommodation for visitors to Hornby Island, said
protesters want, ‘to get back our ‘Coastal Highway
22’.’ Hornby residents are particularly hard-hit as
they must take two ferry rides home; first from
Buckley Bay to Denman, drive across the Island and
then take a second sailing to Hornby.

Marine Highways
‘Fares are just skyrocketing. The minor routes are
feeling a huge crunch,’ says NDP Opposition Critic for

New Prepaid Ferry Cards ~ Patrick Brown

Explaining the experience 

PROTEST please turn to page 5 REBURIAL, please turn to page 7

GRAVESIDE ON SOUTH PENDER
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3
TH

0328
0927
1438
2051

10.2
6.6
8.5
4.3

3.1
2.0
2.6
1.3

4
FR

0346
0951
1551
2133

10.2
5.2
8.9
4.9

3.1
1.6
2.7
1.5

5
SA

0403
1020
1657
2214

10.2
3.9
9.5
5.6

3.1
1.2
2.9
1.7 

6
SU

0421
1056
1802
2256

10.5
2.6
9.8
6.9

3.2
0.8
3.0
2.1

7
MO

0441
1136
1907
2342

10.8
1.6
10.2
7.9

3.3
0.5

3.1ß
2.4

8
TU

0505
1219
2015

10.8
1.0
10.5

3.3
0.3
3.2

9
WE

0036
0532
1307
2126

8.5
10.8
0.7
10.8

2.6
3.3
0.2
3.3

10
TH

0143
0604
1359
2338

9.2
10.5
0.7
10.8

2.8
3.2
0.2
3.3

11
FR

0317
0639
1456
2344

9.5
9.8
1.3
10.8

2.9
3.0
0.4
3.3

12
SA

0531
0720
1559

9.2
9.2
2.0

2.8
2.8
0.6

13
SU

0041
0715
0838
1706

10.8
8.5
8.5
2.6

3.3
2.6
2.6
0.8

14
MO

0129
0802
1050
1814

10.8
7.5
7.9
3.3

3.3
2.3
2.4
1.0

15
TU

0208
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16
WE
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5.9
8.2
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3.2
1.8
2.5
1.5

17
TH
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0934
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4.9
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3.1
1.5
2.6
1.7
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CRABB DIESEL LIMITED
Industrial & Marine • Parts & Service

Engines • Transmissions • Generators • Compressors

Authorized Dealer

Need a generator for home, boat or
industry?  Call today, we have them!

Wally Crabb
250-655-6677 • Cell: 250-727-1026
crabbdiesel@shaw.ca
10425 Wilson Road (Sidney)Peter Christenson  •  250-629-8386

www.shorelinedesign.ca
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Wild Weather

This morning, March 28, I was going to work in the garden—just
a bit here and there, little of this, little of that, pat the flowers, nip
some weeds, ponder and appreciate. Instead, delighted, I
watched big fat snowflakes twirl and plop into mush on the
unfrozen ground. Spring flakes on daffodils; picking up the
scarlet color on the hummingbirds’ favoured flowering red
currant bush; making the grass look ever so much more green. 

Easter Sunday night we had an hour-long blast of south-west
wind that kept the electricity bouncing on-and-off and branches
whipping and flying everywhere. A medium sized arbutus
cracked at the base with the unusual wind direction, landed on
the road and quickly into the woodshed. 

Yesterday, in the late afternoon the sun came to a dark end,
the sky went black in the west and a couple of rolls of thunder
preceded a hail storm. I find all of this radical weather shifting
fun and interesting. It will be short -lived, and really I know we
are  on the way to spring.

Easter Fun 
Spring Break, especially the Easter weekend was exciting, the
ferries were plugged, the store was bustling, there were lots of
our summer families visiting their cottages, and kids and
grandkids visiting grandma and grandpa. 

Easter on Saturna had two wonderful events for kids—the
Easter Bake Sale Cake Walk and Winter Cove’s 19th Easter Egg
Hunt, originated by Sam and Marge Nelson and supported by
the Winter Cove gang. It has now been moved to the park. Both
of these events were jam packed with babies, toddlers and kids. 

Saturna Island gives much to its children and their children.
There is so much to see and to engage with outside. You can so
easily walk to fun destinations: a cup of tea with a neighbour, a
romp with the dogs, to the café with your Granny ‘J’, or to
Russell’s reef with Granny Annie—where your mother and her
sisters played by the hour among the tide pools and rocks.

This year in the light rain we had about 50 people (from
George at 9 months to the older siblings) twho  came along to
help eat the bounty provided by the Saturna Easter Bunny. Fair
shares are maintained by the Easter Bunny’s massive largess
(the small field is covered with foil-wrapped eggs) and the
deployment of various surges of children, starting from the age
that can just about walk and carry an Easter basket up to bigger
racing kids. John McBride and Val Embrey, who have inherited
the mantle of March Hare and his Consort, make sure there is
coffee and donated baked goodies for the adults.

One of the beauties of Saturna is that we can revisit our
childselves. It is a gift to watch my daughters make sure we go to
Campbell’s to see the lambs and pop in on Jim and Lorraine; that
one returns to East Point to sit by the seaside; that a beloved first

pony which is as old as a daughter, gets brushed and loved up. 
Easter Weekend came to the perfect end for me watching

Miranda Middleditch pulling her little red wagon full of Breezy
Bay daffodils up the ferry hill selling bunches to the long line up
of waiting passengers. What a picture postcard! What great
Island entrepreneurship—local child, local product!

Concert
Saturna Arts and Concert Society presented the six person
group, La Candela-Musica Cubana. The audience and the band
had a fabulous evening together. Many Saturna Islanders have
visited Cuba and were glad of an opportunity to hear Cuban
music. Cuba is serious about its music and provides school
tuition and extra-curricular classes for students with aptitude.
The courses are rigorous and teach Cuban music as well as world
music. All over the country Cubans play music—many different
styles and different dances. They have a high regard for
musicians and people are not afraid to participate as dancers or
as musicians. La Candela played examples of various musical
periods and developing styles and showed traditional
arrangements of rhythms and instruments. 

Canadian Mark Beaty (baby bass player) fell in love with
Cuban music and went to Cuba to study and live. At the National
Arts Institute he met the band’s pianist, Cary Garcia, who
specializes in an older, softer sounding style of Cuban music.
David Lopez provided marvellous vocals, Paul Bray on the
congas and Miguel Benevides on the timbales rounded out the
sensuous presentation. But it was Malcome Aiken’s compelling
trumpet that stood out for me.

It was a great night—the hall was full, a group of happy Island
salsa dancers danced in the back and everyone’s feet and hands
were full of rhythm. Cuba Si! 

Political Speeches
In March Briony Penn, Liberal candidate for Saanich–Gulf Islands
riding came to Saturna Island. On a lovely sunny day she met and
answered questions from lots of Islanders at Recycling, Saturna
Cafe and the porch of the General Store. At the potluck dinner,
Briony expanded on her positions and policies and answered
many more questions. I noted that by evening she was a little low
key. Next morning I went around to the Saturna Lodge where she
stayed overnight; it turned out that Briony was in the first stages of
the flu that has hit many Islanders this Winter! 

We marvelled at how people like Barack Obama and Hillary
Clinton stand the pace of nonstop politicking for months—never
daring to put a foot wrong. I wonder if Obama and Clinton have a
look-a-like that can stand in for them! I know when I had the fever
part of the flu I couldn’t have strung more than a paragraph
together! Briony said she enjoyed her time on Saturna—thinking
through questions and hearing what’s on the mind of Islanders. ✐

B
efore BC Environment Minister Barry Penner effectively
pulled the plug on a private company plan to build a
series of hydro-power installations along creeks that feed

into the Upper Pitt River and a transmission line through a
provincial park, the BC Recreation Council had labelled the river
(40 kilometres from Vancouver) BC’s most endangered river.
The March 26 cancellation of the powerline followed a meeting
in Mission, packed with 1,000 people opposed to the run-of-
river power project.

‘The clustering of power projects along the Upper Pitt has
raised serious concerns about the potential for adverse impacts
to the river and its fish stocks,’ said Mark Angelo, Rivers Chair
for the Outdoor Recreation Council and an Order of Canada and
Order of BC recipient. ‘The potential negative impacts of this
project on the Upper Pitt have also raised broader concerns that
existing government review processes are not adequately
distinguishing between those projects that may be appropriate
and those that are clearly not,’ he claims. ‘The Upper Pitt is a
jewel amongst BC’s many spectacular waterways and, given its
great ecological values, the river and its major tributaries should
be protected from such a development,’ added Angelo, who also
heads BCIT’s Fish and Wildlife Program.

Following the Minister’s transmission line cancellation, the
Outdoor Recreation Council’s list may need revision, only days
after it was published on March 24. The two rivers tied for
second place, the Flathead and Fraser, may move up the list. 

The Flathead River, which topped last year’s list, flows
through southeastern BC into Montana. The Flathead is widely
considered one of North America’s wildest and most beautiful
waterways. The river supports important trans-boundary fish
populations while also sustaining perhaps the highest density of
inland grizzly bears anywhere in North America, along with
many other wildlife species. 

Yet, while the US section is protected, the BC stretch faces a
number of threats, the most prominent being the proposed Cline
open pit coal mine. Given the size and location of the mine in the
river’s headwaters, water quality would be impacted and
recreational, wildlife and wilderness values would be greatly
compromised. For these reasons, the public’s response during
the review process has been overwhelmingly against the mine.
Other threats to the river include coalbed methane development,

roads and pipelines. ‘No other region along the Canada/US
border sustains such a diversity of wildlife and ecosystems,’
notes Angelo, ‘and while mining is a major industry in our
province, many British Columbians also believe that there are
places with exceptional values that are just not appropriate to
mine—and the Flathead River is one of them.”

The Fraser River for the 15th time in 16 years makes the top
five endangered rivers in BC. ‘Of particular concern this year are
the development pressures facing the ‘Heart of the Fraser’
between Hope and Mission, one of the most productive sections
of river anywhere in the world,’ added Angelo.

Taking the third spot this year is the Taku River, a renowned
wilderness river that faces the imminent prospect of a
controversial mining development. In the number four spot is
the Peace River, marking its first appearance on the list in many
years as a result of renewed interest in the ‘Site C’ dam proposal. 

In the fifth position is a unique listing that actually combines
the headwaters of Skeena, Stikine and Nass, three of Canada’s
most important salmon rivers. Widely known to first nations as
the ‘sacred headwaters,’ this area is the site of a major proposal
by Royal Dutch Shell to extract coalbed methane gas, a highly
invasive process that many believe would compromise the
biological richness of the great rivers that flow from this area. 

‘The problems outlined in this year’s list are extensive and
diverse, ranging from controversial dam proposals and low
summer flows to the need for improved riparian protection and
better collaborative planning,’ explains Angelo. ‘These issues
highlight the fact that you cannot separate the health of our fish
stocks from the health of our rivers; they are completely inter-
dependent. Yet, while the waterways on this year’s list face many
habitat-related problems, things can still be turned around if
there is a strong enough will to do so.’ 

Each year, the Outdoor Recreation Council solicits
nominations for BC’s Most Endangered Rivers from its member
groups, which total 120,000 members, as well as from the
general public and resource managers from across the province.
Submissions are reviewed by a panel of some of BC’s best-known
river conservationists. 

For more information on the threats to—and possible
solutions for—BC’s rivers, please go to www.orcbc.ca. ✐

One river: less endangered now?

www.islandmarine.ca


O
n March 19, in an out-of-court settlement, Percy
Schmeiser settled his lawsuit with Monsanto. Monsanto
has agreed to pay the clean-up costs of the Roundup

Ready canola that contaminated Schmeiser’s fields. The amount
that Schmeiser asked for was the $600 it had cost for him to
remove the contaminating plants. Important factors of the
agreement are that there is no gag-order on the settlement and it
does not prevent Monsanto from being sued again if further
contamination occurred. 

Schmeiser believes this is a precedent setting agreement. It
ensures that farmers will be entitled to reimbursement when
their fields become contaminated with unwanted Roundup
Ready canola or any other unwanted GMO plants. 

The settlement turns around the notion of benefit to farmers
from Monsanto genes, establishing that Monsanto-owned genes
can be regarded as contamination where they are not wanted. ‘If
I would go to St Louis and contaminate their plots—destroy what
they have worked on for 40 years—I think I would be put in jail
and the key thrown away,’ Schmeiser has said.

Famous Supreme Court Case
It was in 1998 that Percy Schmeiser and his wife received a letter
from the US agri-business Monsanto claiming that when
planting their 1997 crop they had used Monsanto seeds without
a license. However, the Schmeisers had never bought Monsanto
seed nor intended to have it on their land. It turned out that some
Monsanto ‘Round-up Ready’ genetically modified canola seeds
had blown over from the Schmeisers’ neighbour or from passing
trucks. Thus, genes that Monsanto claimed to own under
Canadian patent law had ended up in the Schmeisers’ fields. 

Monsanto threatened to sue the Schmeisers for ‘infringement
of patent,’ seeking damages totalling $400,000 (CAD), including
about $250,000 in legal fees, $105,000 in estimated profits from
the Schmeisers’ 1998 crop, $13,500 ($15 an acre) for technology
usage fees and $25,000 in punitive damages. 

At the same time, Monsanto offered to withdraw the legal
challenge if the Schmeisers signed a contract to buy their seeds
from Monsanto in the future and to pay the technology use fee.

The Schmeisers contested the case up to the Canadian
Supreme Court, whose May 2004 ruling supported Monsanto in
their claim to own the gene. However, the court concluded that
the Schmeisers did not have to pay anything to Monsanto
because they had not in any way benefited from having the seeds
on their property. 

However, the Schmeisers had lost their breeding research, built
up over decades, and the varieties adapted to their local
environment from painstaking years of cross-pollination—because

they now contained the Monsanto genetically modified genes. 

Schmeiser versus Monsanto
Since the Supreme Court case, the Schmeisers shifted their
agricultural business from canola to wheat, mustard, peas and
oats in order to avoid future problems. In 2005, they found
genetically modified Monsanto canola plants on their land again.
Monsanto agreed to remove plants if the Schmeisers signed a
document with a non-disclosure statement and an assurance
that they would never take Monsanto to court. 

The Schmeisers would not sign this statement and again
demanded Monsanto take the plants off their land. When

Monsanto did not react, they paid workers to remove the plants
and sent Monsanto the bill of $600. When Monsanto did not
pay, the Schmeisers sued them in a Saskatchewan provincial
court. In May 2007, a mediation attempt failed and the trial date
is was set for January 23 this year. This led to the March 19 out
of-court settlement. 

Last December 7, Percy and Louise Schmeiser received
Sweden’s prestigious Right Livelihood Foundation Award,  know
as an ‘Alternative Nobel’, for standing up to Monsanto. (See also,
front page Island Tides December 13, 2007, in our archives at
www.islandtides.com). ✐
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VANCOUVER  
INT’L AIRPORT

NANAIMO
(Departure Bay)

We’re all about the Islands

Our Islands. Our World.
S E A P L A N E SS E A P L A N E S

For scheduled flight info call 

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at 
seairseaplanes.com

• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at 

Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

BRENTWOOD 544-4041 CEDAR 722-7073 CHEMAINUS 246-3273 DOUGLAS & BROUGHTON 385-4728 DUNCAN 746-4171

LADYSMITH 245-0456 LAKE COWICHAN 749-6631 MAYFAIR MALL 385-4476 MILL BAY 743-5534 SALT SPRING 537-5587

SHAWNIGAN 743-5395 WEST SHORE 474-7262 WOODGROVE CENTRE 390-7070 www.ISCU.com

*Each ‘Separate Deposit’ as defined by Regulations is guaranteed up to $100,000 by the Credit Union Insurance Corporation.
Interest rates subject to change without notice. †All term deposits shown here are RRSP-eligible.

Put your mind
- and your money -

at ease.

Don’t choose investments that will keep you awake nights. Instead, invest in these 
and other great term deposits† from Island Savings and enjoy choice, flexibility and,
most of all, security*.

With Island Savings, you can also take comfort in dealing with people who know you.
People who greet you by name and show you just how much they appreciate your 
business. Call or visit us today and see for yourself why we say, it’s good to be here.

 3.25%
1YEAR

CASHABLE AFTER 90 DAYS
TERM DEPOSIT*

 3.50%
1YEAR

CONVERTIBLE ANYTIME
 TERM DEPOSIT*

 4.00%
3YEAR

CONVERTIBLE ANYTIME
 TERM DEPOSIT*

Sandy Noble
Mortgage Consultant

Thinking about buying… Find out what you can qualify for!

Phone: 604.825.0081 • Email: noble.s@shaw.ca
www.migroup.ca/sandynoble

An intelligent way to get a mortgage.
Lower than posted bank rates
Gulf Island Financing 
Self-employed
(may not have to prove income to qualify)

First-time buyers
Debt consolidation
No fee for consultant services

Percy Schmeiser turns the tables on Monsanto
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OOppppoorrttuunniittyy
The historic Port Washington General
Store has a new owner and will live again.

You could be part of its reincarnation.

Tell us about yourself and your business
plan.

Reply to: Port Washington General Store, c/o
1201 Bridges Road, Pender Island, BC, V0N2M1

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!
Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

THE ART & CRAFT OF SHELTER
AUTHENTIC PRE-CRAFTED HOME PACKAGES...
OF THE UTMOST QUALITY.

1 800 655 5574
WWW.PRECRAFTEDHOMES.COM

In recent weeks, the government has given the appearance of
having settled the issue of how long Canadian troops will remain
in Afghanistan. First, the Manley Report recommended Canada
continue its involvement in Afghanistan basically because of the
mess that it anticipated would probably occur if we left. Second,
the resolution passed in the House of Commons committed
2,500 troops to remaining in Kandahar until 2011 as long as
some other NATO nation committed an additional 1,000 troops
(plus sundry equipment, helicopters, etc) to the area.

This resolution was passed by the Conservative minority with
the acquiescence of the Liberal opposition, whose objections to
the extension of the fighting appear to have been overridden by
their reluctance to face a general election.

As the US Marines are wont to pronounce, ‘No Guts, No
Glory.’ And there is neither guts nor glory here, for either the
Conservatives or the Liberals. 

Mr Harper’s government, as they did before, has forced the
issue, despite the misgivings of a majority of Canadians. 

The ‘additional 1,000’ will probably be, coincidentally, US
Marines, but their deployment may be disguised by shuffling an
equivalent number of troops from, say, France. Their
participation under an apparent NATO command structure is
unlikely to alter their objectives and tactics from their continuing

‘War on Terror’ (known in Afghanistan as ‘Operation Enduring
Freedom’); so Canadian forces would continue to find it difficult
to adopt a different approach or change from war to
reconstruction.

And from the US point of view, they get a commitment of
2,500 Canadians for their investment of 1,000 Marines. A pretty
good deal. In population terms, a ratio of 25:1. 

In fact, co-operation with US forces may be more important
to the government than any hint of an original ‘made-in-Canada’
vision. The recommendations of the Manley report for much
better leadership, communication, and accountability have been
tacked on to the parliamentary resolution almost as an
afterthought.

And on top of all this, it turns out that the final version of the
resolution did not commit the Canadian forces to leave
Afghanistan, only Kandahar.

One has the impression that the Conservatives do not have
the guts to make any kind of policy decision about Afghanistan,
even with the help of John Manley’s report. The Liberals do not
have the guts to stand up for their convictions; neither party has
the guts to trust Canadians.  

Time to vote for ‘None of the above.’ Now that will take guts. ✐

Animal Cruelty Bill
The following letter was sent to the Honourable Gary Lunn MP,
Saanich-Gulf Islands, and forwarded to Island Tides for
publication.
Dear Sir:
I am asking you to vote against Bill S-203 when it comes up for
third reading next month.  This bill will do nothing to deal with
animal cruelty in Canada—and it does not reflect the views of
Canadian citizens on animal cruelty.

I have been following the issue of the Criminal Code as it
relates to animal cruelty since the Justice Department issued a
discussion paper titled ‘Crimes Against Animals’ in the fall of
1998.  The Cruelty to Animals section of the code was written
over 100 years ago, with only very minor modifications in the
1950s. Unfortunately, under the law animals are considered
property, no different than a chair or a lawn mower and offences
against them are treated as property offences. 

Bill S-203 will do nothing to deal with the problems and
loopholes inherent in the Criminal Code, which make it
impossible for animal protection agencies to deal effectively with
heinous animal abuse. 

I look forward to your earliest possible reply.
Debra Probert, Mayne Island

Insult To BC Voters
Dear Editor:
Take a trip to the Legislature, sit in the gallery on a typical
insanity session and see what I mean. Every question by the
opposition received no answer by the Liberals. 

At a session I attended the Premier, Education and  Forestry
Minister were absent. The MLA from Port Coquitlam repeatedly
asked for clarification on conflicting statements from
Transportation Minister Kevin Falcon on the number of people
requiring Translink services in Port Coquitlam. It seems that
because Riverview is planning to expand with the new buildings
to house mentally challenged homeless people, Translink added
these people into their new LRT expansion estimate but the
Ministry did not include these people into their estimate. Kevin
Falcon refused to indicate which figure was correct and instead
attacked the opposition for what their party did before current
NDP members were elected. Subsequent questions from the
opposition were all answered the same way.

I have never heard such an insult to the intelligence of the
voters of BC. Even a grade five class in the gallery couldn’t take it
anymore and walked out. If this is our finest hour … we are all
doomed. 

Jim Wight, Victoria

Private Police With Public Money?
Dear Editor:  
Saints preserve us!  What in the world is Mayor Sullivan and
council thinking? Supporting a private police force with public
money? Supporting a private police force with any kind of
money? Okay, so maybe I can remember things most others
can’t (how many other 80-year-olds are out there?) but private
security forces too often turn into private quasi armies. But even
disregarding history, all we have to do is look south of the border
into Mexico, South America, Italy, over into East Asia. The drug

cartels all have private security forces and right now these drug
lords are running entire localities with their private security
forces.

Anytime a province, state, or country, has to rely on private
policing it signifies moral bankruptcy in leadership.  It means the
powers that be cannot, or will not, fix the problems plaguing the
area. And our biggest plague at the moment is a premier who has
gone mad with privatization and union busting and is driving our
province, with the help of a wimpy Vancouver mayor and
council, into financial and environmental bankruptcy. Who will
Genesis Security answer to? Only to Gordon Campbell and
Mayor Sullivan and council. And they are the ones who hired
them. Did we ask them to do this?  Did you?  In my opinion, this
is a very bad thing.

Betty Krawczyk, Vancouver

Marine Highways
Dear Editor:
Let the Queen of the North rest in peace. Acknowledge and
ponder human frailty yours, mine and ours. Ask that public
money be used to subsidize our marine highway. Don’t confuse
the issues. Forgive and carry on the fare protest.

Janet LeBlancq, Hornby Island

Respect Needed
Dear Editor: 
In ‘An open letter to the community of Galiano Island’ Trustee
Roy Smith pontificates and demands more respect at public
meetings and claims people are not coming to meetings any
more because of bad behaviour.

I no longer attend all public meetings due to a lack of respect
shown for our time and tax dollars by our local trustees.  Time is
the most valuable thing we have, how dare they waste it?  Since
the current trustees were elected two-and-a-half years ago I
estimate I have spent over 300 hours in public meetings.  It has
become clear to me that when the process is not indicating
support for their bylaws Trustees Sharp and Smith simply stop
the process. 

That would be acceptable if they got on with other business.
Instead, they have initiated a new set of bylaws which are even
worse than the last.  If their tactic is to burn us all out so the only
people that turn up when it counts have a monetary gain at stake,
perhaps it is working.

It would be very sad for Galiano if the hearing on April 26 for
new bylaws regarding development  of half our island is not
adequately addressed. So many have written respectful,
thoughtful letters in the past which one trustee blatantly said he
had no intention of reading while one sentence form letters,
showing no understanding of the bylaws, were given merit.

In closing I respectfully ask the current Galiano Island Local
Trust Committee to respect the intent of our current Official
Community Plan until funds are made available for a full review.
Thousands of hours of volunteer community time were spent on
it. There are many other important issues which need their
attention.

Cheryl Bastedo, Galiano Island

LETTERS, please turn to page 7
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IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

‘What’s On?’ Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands        
SINGLE EVENT • $31.50 • With image $36.75 (max 50 words)
MULTI-VENUE • $42 • With image $47.25 (max 70 words)

TThhuurrss,,  AApprriill  33  &&  1100,,  SSaatt,,  AApprriill  1199  
Pender Film Group Screenings—Thurs April 3: Kite
Runner (2007)—after years in California, Amir returns to his
homeland in Afghanistan to help his old friend Hassan; Thurs
April 10: Sharkwater (2006)—reveals the reality of sharks as
pillars in the evolution of the seas; SAT APRIL 19: Earth Day Film
Garbage Warrior(2007)—architect Michael Reynolds follows his
dream to introduce radically sustainable housing • 7:30pm  •
Community Hall • Admission by donation • Info:
www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

FFrriiddaayy  AApprriill  44  ttiillll  SSuunnddaayy,,  AApprriill  2200
Salt Spring Painters’ Guild Spring Show
& Sale—come join us and be inspired; opening
reception Friday April 4, 5pm–7pm (draw to
win a painting by Don Hodgins, signature
member of the Federation of Canadian Artists) •
ArtSpring, 100 Jackson Avenue, Ganges • Daily
10am–4pm • Info: www.sspaintersguild.com •
ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

FFrrii,,  SSaatt,,  SSuunn,,  AApprriill  1111--1133
Land Trust Alliance of BC, 2008 Seminar Series—
speakers include Sara J Wilson, Jeanette Armstrong and Timothy
Kettle; seminars include invasive species, fundraising, covenant
monitoring and enforcement; tour of pine beetle management • 
Manning Park • Info and registration: 250-538-0112,
Christine@landtrustalliance.bc.ca, www.landtrustalliance.bc.ca •
ON THE MAINLAND

FFrriiddaayy  &&  SSaattuurrddaayy,,  AApprriill  1188  &&  1199
Clayworks Pottery Show and Sale—
come and view new work by 15 of the Gulf
Islands/Victoria area’s finest potters and
clay artists: pieces range from functional
kitchenware, to sculpture, to framed wall
reliefs • Mary Winspear Centre • FRI: 5-
9pm, SAT: 10am–5pm • Admission free •
Info: sldolph@telus.net • IN SIDNEY

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  AApprriill  1199
Victoria Chamber Orchestra—a rare
opportunity to hear a large orchestral
performance: Ireland’s Downland Suite,
Bach’s Double Concerto for Two Violins with
Hollas Longton and Evan Hesketh on violins,
and Haydn’s Symphony #45 (the Farewell
Symphony); presented by Saturna Arts &
Concert Society • Saturna Recreation Centre
• 5pm • Tickets: $20 at the door • Info: Karen
250-539-2866 • ON SATURNA ISLAND

SSuunnddaayy,,  AApprriill  2200
An Afternoon with the Victoria Chamber Orchestra—an
ensemble known for fine musicianship and developing local
talent; soloist is an award-winning young string performer •
South Galiano Hall • 2pm • Tickets: Adults $25, 15-years-and-
under free @ Galiano Island Books or at the door • ON GALIANO
ISLAND

SSaattuurrddaayy  &&  SSuunnddaayy,,  AApprriill  2266  &&  2277
Oceanside Garden Show—learn, shop & grow with us! Two
fabulous days all about gardening; visit indoor & outdoor booths
featuring seeds to trees, flowers & food, garden experts,
landscapers, furniture, art and more; daily workshops • Coombs
Fairgrounds, Ford Road • 9am–3pm • Info or to book exhibit:
www.oceansidegardenshow.com, Debbie Schug 250-954-7434 •
IN COOMBS

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  MMaayy  33
8th Annual Galiano Island Fun Triathlon—kayak 3km,
cycle 13km, run 5km; post-event barbeque, great prizes, lots of
fun, fundraising event for Galiano Fitness Centre and KidSport  •
Montague Harbour Provincial Marine Park • 1pm • Entry:
individuals: $45/adult, $40/youth (age 16-19), $36/child (under
16; team (relay) $40/adult, $30/youth, $26/child • Info:
http://activegaliano.org, jemcity@shaw.ca • ON GALIANO
ISLAND

Sean W. Copeland 
Financial Planner

Custom Portfolio Designs
RRIF, Pension & RRSP

scopeland@shaw.ca
www.swcopeland.com

604-889-5982

A Better Way to Build

• Complete panellized home package.

• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.

• Build yourself - or contractor can construct. 

• Comprehensive building guide included.

• Goes up quickly (to lock-up stage in 3 - 4 days).

• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.

• Package price guaranteed up front.

AAuussttiinn--RRaayy  22,,000000  ssqq..  FFtt

YYoouurr  IIssllaanndd  RReepprreesseennttaattiivvee

RRuussss  AAnnddeerrssoonn

RR..  AAnnddeerrssoonn  TTeecchhnniiccaall  SSeerrvviicceess

DDuunnccaann,,  BBCC

PPhhoonnee::  ((225500))  772200--66000000

FFaaxx::  ((225500))  772200--22227700

ee--mmaaiill::  rruussssaannddeerrssoonn@@sshhaaww..ccaa

VViieeww  oovveerr  110000  ppllaannss  aatt::

wwwwww..nneellssoonn--hhoommeess..ccoomm

Ferries and Ports, Gary Coons. ‘It’s a marine highway,’ Coons
insists. ‘They have to treat it the same way as other
transportation links.’

Islanders say they want their
marine highway back. ‘This would see operating costs once again
shared among all British Columbians, just as the costs of
improvements on other provincial highways are shared. After
all, we Islanders subsidize snowplowing, bridges and other
highway services in the Interior,’ Easterly points out. 

Until 1971, Albert J Savoie and his brother operated a
privately-run service to Hornby Island, at which time Ministry of
Highways took over many northern island ferry services as part
of the highway system, which it ran until handing over to BC
Ferries in 1985. (More information on the fascinating history of

ferry service in BC can be found in Frank Clapp’s book Ministry
of Transportation and Highways: Inland and Coastal Ferries.) 

Past Neglect Equals High Cost Now
Hornby Islands Trustee, Tony Law points out, ‘One reason for
high ferry costs now is that the province did not adequately
support the system and present users are having to pay for past
neglect when the government failed to maintain or replace aging
vessels and terminals.’ 

After serving on the Ferry Advisory Committee for the past
five years, Law decries what he terms a ‘political football game …
which just detracts from the main message of funding ferries as
part of provincial transportation infrastructure, whoever
manages them.’

Easterly also faults, ‘the bizarre belief that ever-increasing
ferry fees will generate higher income’  despite a 1997 BC Ferries
study which found that, on routes serving coastal and island
communities, each 10% rise in fares decreases the number of
users by another 3%.

‘In this downward spiral, the fare hikes also saw BC Ferries
lose almost $8 million in the last quarter—nearly five-times
more than during the same period the previous year,’ Easterly
concludes. See also related story on page 6.

PROTEST from page 1

Photos: Joanne Ovitsland

Photo: Patrick Brown

AWESOME CLIMATE CHANGE—An iceberg with a flat top: a piece of the ruptured Larsen ice shelf floating in the South Atlantic

Ocean. This piece was about half a mile long and about 100 feet high—and, remember, 9/10 of an iceberg is below the water.

Dieuwertje (Dita) von Aesch
DESIGNER/BUILDER

250-889-2308
dieufran@telus.net

www.VictoriaWoodStudio.com

Victoria Wood Studio
F I N E G A T E S & P A S S A G E W A Y S

Acupuncture now covered
under BC Med
On April 1, BC became the first Canadian province to offer
acupuncture treatments as a supplementary benefit for Medical
Services Plan (MSP) premium assistance recipients. 

‘Acupuncture is recognized worldwide as a safe and effective
way to treat or manage a variety of health conditions,’ said
Health Minister George Abbott. ‘We are pleased that the
inclusion of acupuncture as a supplementary MSP benefit will
ensure that more British Columbians have the ability to explore
treatment options that they might otherwise be unable to
access.’

Premium assistance benefits are available to eligible BC
residents with a combined family income of $28,000 or less.
MSP reimburses premium assistance recipients $23 for each
supplementary benefit visit, to a combined maximum of 10 visits
in each calendar year. Patients are covered for acupuncture
treatments for a diagnosed condition through visits with
practitioners registered by the College of Traditional Chinese
Medicine Practitioners and Acupuncturists of British Columbia
(CTCMA).

‘Acupuncture has been used as an effective therapy for
thousands of years and its inclusion as a supplementary MSP
benefit is great news for the health of British Columbians,’ said
Dr Harvey Hu, president of the BC Qualified Acupuncturists and
Traditional Chinese Medicine Practitioners Association.

Acupuncture treatments typically involve inserting thin
sterilized needles under a patient’s skin to stimulate
acupuncture points. The use of acupuncture has shown
promising results for the treatment of nausea and vomiting
related to chemotherapy, nausea during pregnancy, migraine
headaches, chronic lower back pain and pain from osteoarthritis
of the knee or hip. 

The acupuncture profession is regulated under the Health
Professions Act of BC and there are approximately 1,200
registered acupuncture practitioners in BC.

MSP continues to provides funding support to premium
assistance patients for selected services of physiotherapists,
naturopaths, chiropractors, massage therapists and non-
surgical podiatrists. ✐

www.mblabs.com


...because we live here.

Western
Financial
Group

PENDER ISLAND AGENCIES

629-3336 

No Worries
When you’re insured with Western Financial Group, you’ll receive a 
competitive rate, the best coverage and a fair claim—guaranteed. 
Not to mention, peace of mind. 

                                                 Insurance | Investments | Agency Banking
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• harvesting 

systems

• design

• installation

• service

BOB BURGESS 
tel. 250-246-2155

bob@rainwaterconnection.com

www.rainwaterconnection.com
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T
his past weekend saw me in the garden cleaning up. The
sun was shining, the grass was finally growing and the
birds were doing what birds do. There was the usual haul

of dead leaves to compost. Then as I raked, I made an
archaeological discovery. 

As I prepared the ground in readiness for planting, I
unearthed a granola bar still in its original wrapping. It was quite
venerable, the date of manufacture indicated the year 2000.
Since I don’t buy candy bars, I assume it must have been lost by
visitors or children playing. That chocolate-covered granola bar
had lain hidden in the ground all these years sustaining winters
and summers, frost, rain, sun, compression from being walked
on, and attack by a few legions of bugs and bacteria. That’s pretty
impressive so I set it aside until some time after lunch when the
intrepid granola bar was ceremoniously removed from its
wrapping.

It was still in excellent condition, the chocolate coating was
perfectly intact and the crisp chewy interior was still that. A small
amount of sugar had seen fit to migrate to the surface and
presented a white blemish but otherwise the chocolate bar was
set to go. After such an odyssey I did not have the heart to
actually eat it, besides, I had just finished lunch. 

The adventures of that chocolate-covered granola bar beg a
question: if I had not been the one to disinter it from its not so
mouldy grave, who would, and when? The survival of that bar
owes its life to a cleverly created recipe designed for ‘shelf life’
and to an indestructible package. I happen to like my food fresh
and if I really want a granola bar I will make my own without
resorting to the purchase of a chemical cornucopia of
preservatives. 

Second, I will make every effort to ensure that the legacy I
leave to my grandchildren will be ideas, not garbage that they
will have to deal with. The creation of that pseudo-food is a
marvel of chemical engineering to provide stability to such
transitory things as fragrance, looks, taste, and a thing called
‘tongue appeal’. Then there is the packaging, one of the highest
job creation projects ever conceived. The raw materials required
to wrap, label and box that granola bar required the labour of oil-
patch workers, miners of heavy metals, chemical refiners,
engineers and designers, a transportation system, and a
distribution system of retailers. 

With ceremony appropriate to an alien potentate, I restored
the venerable bar to the earth and its eternal vestments to the re-
cycling depot.  ✐

‘Spiderman was in the neighborhood, and
heard there was a crime being committed,’
announced the caped warrior, who had ridden
his electric recumbent bike to the March 27
Buckley Bay rally from his home on Hornby
Island. ‘And it sounds like highway robbery!’ he
shouted to cheers and applause from 68
islanders and a Courtenay business owner, who
turned-out on just five day’s notice to protest
the latest fare hikes.

‘We want our ‘marine highway’ back,’
Spiderman continued, referring to when the
route was operated by the Ministry of
Highways between 1971 and 1985. In the 1970s,
a book of 10 passenger tickets cost two dollars. 

Hornby ferry fares have doubled since
2003, when Island routes were privatized
under new rules stipulating that ‘users pay’ for
services never intended to make a profit. ‘You
can’t privatize a lifeboat!’ Spiderman added,
pointing to the departing ferry. ‘That’s our
lifeline, our lifeblood. This is an essential
service and they’re turning it into an
amusement ride to some ghost town.’

‘It’s getting virtually impossible to live here,’
resident Jon LeBaron told assembled  media.
As attendance at Hornby elementary plummets
toward school closure and the Island co-op
store reports a $60,000 loss due to last year’s

drop in tourism, local artisans and their families
are being force to relocate off Hornby and
grandparents complain they cannot afford to see
their grandchildren.

Recent fare hikes have seen BC Ferries lose
almost $8 million in the last quarter—nearly
five-times more than during the same period
the previous year. Coastal fares went up again
on April Fool’s Day, and are expected to double
by 2012, with additional fuel surcharges
already being added on top.

Chanting the international distress call,
‘Mayday, Mayday, Mayday,’ protest organizer
Michelle Easterly is calling for a coordinated
mass protest onboard all Islands ferries closest
to the noon sailing on Thursday May 1.

Borrowing its title from BC Ferries’ recent
introduction of plastic fare cards (designed to
eliminate the prepaid paper tickets that
Islanders have long swapped among visiting
family and friends, and used cooperatively for
errands in town) the new, higher profile
campaign is being called: ‘Experience The
Inconvenience—Get Soaked On BC Ferries.’

‘This is just the start,’ Easterly vows,
predicting the appearance of the ‘Fair Fare
Ferry Fare Fairy,’ waving her wand of
compassionate enlightenment on many routes
soon. ✐

News From The North ~ Will Thomas

Highway robbery

GULF ISLANDS WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS

Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Whole-house Treatment

• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters

• Media Filters

• Ultraviolet Systems

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic
320 Mary Street, Victoria                 (250) 412-1110

www.watertiger.net
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Mopeds & Pre-paid Tickets On Minor Routes
The following letter was sent to David Hahn, CEO BC Ferry Services Inc and
forwarded to Island Tides for publication.

Dear Mr Hahn:
I have yet to receive a satisfactory explanation as to why your corporation charges
the user of a moped 71% of fare of a car and driver (for reference, please see
Gabriola prepaid tickets prices). 

Your planned requirement of a surcharge for the users  of prepaid tickets
purchased prior to March 31 is a substantial change; and a breach of the previous
contract of carriage.  

As BC Ferries is a government monopoly charged with public transportation to
the Gulf Islands, you have a duty of care to the public, and these tickets were
purchased by the public in good faith and with the honest belief that this is the
price of carriage.  Springing this new policy on us will cause a huge backlash with
a public already very unhappy with the disdainful way you treat our marine
highway.

Doris Gallas, Gabriola Island ✐

LETTERS from page 4
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D. A. SMITHSON 
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252  or
250-478-6937
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SSeerrvviicciinngg  tthhee  GGuullff  IIssllaannddss

FREE
SCRAP CAR
REMOVAL
Gulf Islands

Victoria • Sooke
Sidney • Duncan 

1-250-744-6842

AAUUTTOOMMOOTTIIVVEE

MMOOVVEEDD
HHOOMMEESS

40+ buildings 
available

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-606-2237

RReenntt  oorr  LLeeaassee
Quality Pre-Owned 

Cars & Minivans

GSAAUTORENTALS.COM
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11--880000--880099--00778888
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ffrroomm  $$555500
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ALSO
TORCH-ON MEMBRANE

SHAKE & SHINGLE

Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years
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LLttdd..

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

Fax 250-383-2198

• Residential and 
commercial well drilling

• Well pump and water 
treatment systems

• BC Licenced Driller 
since 1994

• FREE on-site consultation
• Hydro fracturing to 

improve low yield wells

1 866 834 1600  /   250 391 6107
www.alliancedrilling.ca

COMPLETE WATER 
WELL SERVICES

ALLIANCE DRILLING

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

TRANSMISSION SERVICE

✔Road test by qualified  
technician

✔Cleanand inspect 
transmission pan 

✔40-point driveline 
safety check

only
$39.95

* 
for cars

(call for pricing
on trucks and
motor homes)

SIDNEY 
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES

• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP & 
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

* Parts, ECO fees and
taxes extra

• Torch-On Roofing
• Standing Seam & Low-slope
Metal Roofing 

• Custom Flashing 
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters  

1-877-652-0599
Member:  Better Business Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca 
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GGAALLLLEERRIIEESS

MAUI 
Vacation Condos

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views

Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com
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GGAALLLLEERRYY

5305 East Road
Denman Island
www.stofergallery.com
stofer@telus.net

250-335-3246
Visa/MC

GGEETTAAWWAAYYSS

WET BASEMENT?
UGLY CRAWLSPACE?
Smelly? Mouldy? Cold
Floors? No Insulation?
We have solutions
that are permanent

and guaranteed! 
Call Today 

1-877-379-2768

www.islandbasementsystems.ca

MMEEEETTIINNGGSS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of School
Trustees will be held at GISS on
Wednesday, April 9 commencing at
1pm. To view the agenda for this
meeting, please refer to
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html.
Public Welcome!  

KLYNE
CONSTRUCTION

CONSULTING
Protecting Your

Investment
• Pre-construction planning, 

budgets, contracts, site 
reviews, project management

• HPO owner-builder 
consulting 

• Hourly or package pricing
• High-end specialist
• Boat access locations 

welcome
• Serving Gulf Islands and 

Vancouver Island

Al Klyne 250-539-9887

alanklyne@telus.net

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

ISLAND
MARINE

Docks & Floats • Counter
Balance Systems • Pile

Driving • Custom Aluminum
Ramps and Walkways

MMAARRIINNEE

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: ross@islandmarine.ca

www.islandmarine.ca

HHEELLPP WWAANNTTEEDD
Bread Baker. Must be pleased to live
on Saturna Island, flexible hours, 16-
40 a week, self-motivated, strong
enough to lift 50 lb on a regular
basis, prefer experience-will train.
250-539-2591

WATER TAXI
Serving All The

Southern 
Gulf Islands

Docside Charters
250-217-4488

PPRROOPPAANNEE

VViissiitt  UUss AAtt
WWWWWW..PPRROOPPAANNEEWWEESSTT..CCAA

11--888888--775544--55005544

FFRROOMM TTHHEE TTAANNKK
TTOO TTHHEE

AAPPPPLLIIAANNCCEE
&& EEVVEERRYY--
TTHHIINNGG IINN
BBEETTWWEEEENN

Renovation    
Sale!

ISLAND 
EXPLORER
PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LTD.

Southern Gulf 
House & Cottage Rentals

PENDER LONG TERM: Beautiful
executive island home sits on a
large lot with ocean views,
cathedral ceilings, wide 2-sided
deck, two fireplaces plus wood
stove, two bedrooms plus den/
office, two bathrooms, upper
level has very large master
bedroom with private deck,
jacuzzi tub and ensuite, washer/
dryer and all appliances, finished
basement level, June 1st–$1500.

Licensed Property Management
on the Gulf Islands since 1994.

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

FFOORR SSAALLEE
OdorBeGone septic vent air cleaner.
Removes sewer gas coming from
vent stack. Filter lasts 4-5 years,
Canadian company. $79 includes
taxes. www.odorbegone.ca 250-373-
2272.
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REBURIAL from page 1
ancestors in their new gravesite, honour them and
speak to all that they had gone through in the
desecration of their final resting place. She asked that
the sadness and the heavy feelings be lifted. 

Peters has visited regularly during the recover of
bones, encouraging workers during the long and
painstaking process of sorting through tons of dirt, and
ceremonially cleansing remains before they returned to
their homes and families after such an emotionally
arduous task.  

The ceremony finished with 10 children performing
the Fern Dance led by Elder Fred Charlie whose family
owns the dance. The children danced, stamping their
feet to make their deer hoof anklets rattle loudly, and
swishing of their sword fern bundles. 

Lunch was served to all the participants in the Poets
Cove Seaglass Ballroom. Many speakers thanked their
community for coming together and knowing how to

accomplish this task. The Pelky family were noted as
the direct descendants of the ancestors buried at Poets
Cove. Peter Parmar, business manager of Poets Cove
Resort, gave a gracious apology to the First Nations
people present. Thanks were given to the Elders, family
members, the recovery workers and I R Wilson. The
children were urged to remember, to listen well to
recognize how vital they are to the community and to
learn and maintain their cultural heritage. After the
meal, ceremonial blankets were presented.

Chief Vern Jacks, of Tseycum, requested that a
plaque to honor the village and burial site site be placed
in the actual area.

Special thanks were given to Tsawout Band member,
Gwen Underwood, who held the vision for the positive
conclusion of this painful situation for Tsawout and
Tseycum communities and the Pender community. ✐



$49.00 $52.00

Serving the Gulf Islands & Greater Victoria
For over 25 Years

Sales / Installations

Ark Solar Products Ltd.
#6 – 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

Phone: (250) 386-7643

FUEL-EFFICIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE WOOD HEATING

(METHAMPHETAM INE)

(COCAIN E)

(MAR IJUANA)
(ECSTASY)

(HALLUC INOGEN IC
MUSHROOMS)

(HALLUC INOGEN IC
MUSHROOMS W ITH ECSTASY)

YOUR KIDS ARE
STARTING TO LEARN
A NEW LANGUAGE.

For a free booklet with tips on how to talk with

your kids about the dangers of drugs call

1 800 O-Canada or visit

drugprevention.gc.ca
for more information.

The drug world is targeting
your child.
In our communities, cheap and addictive drugs are being
peddled to our kids. Drugs with names that disguise the
damage they can do – everything from poor performance
at school to memory loss, paranoia and addiction.

What can parents do?
Plenty! Because, believe it or not, most young teens
consider their parents to be credible sources of
information about illegal drugs.
Learn the drug language, before your kids do.

Government
of Canada

Gouvernement
du Canada
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Representatives of ferry users on BC Ferries’
minor routes have voiced strong objections to the
fact that prepaid fares, used by frequent
travellers, have recently shown much higher
percentage increases than the percentage
increases applied to regular cash fares.

Historically, most ‘minor’ routes, which serve
the smaller Islands, have sold books of five or ten
vehicle or passenger tickets at a significant
discount to the regular fare price, provided of
course that the purchaser pays for the tickets in
advance. (This system, in modified form,
continues with the new BC Ferries’ ExperienceTM

Card; see page 1.) These prepaid fares are used by
Gulf Islands and Sunshine Coast residents,
particularly those who use the ferries to
commute to work. The percentage discount from
the ‘cash’ fares has historically differed from
route to route, but for each route has remained
relatively constant from year to year as fares
inexorably rose. However, recent fare increases
have seen significantly higher percentage
increases to prepaid fares than to cash fares, and
thus the effective discount percentage for
prepaid has been reduced.

Discussions between the Chairs of Ferry
Committees, BC Ferries, and the Ferry
Commissioner, over the past few months, have
identified two major parts of the calculation used
to apply fare increases that have led to this
apparent anomaly.

Fuel Surcharge
Each time there is an increase in the fuel
surcharge, it is applied as an equal dollar
amount to the cash fare and the equivalent
prepaid fare. Since the prepaid fare is less than
the cash fare, the percentage increase to the
prepaid fare is higher. The Ferry Committee
Chairs have asked that the surcharge be allocated
so that the resulting percentage increase to each

fare is the same, thus maintaining a constant
percentage differential.

Adjusting Average Fares
The second cause of inequality in fare increases is
more complicated (take a deep breath):
1. Some minor routes are experiencing a year-
over-year decline in ridership. This decline
appears to be more significant among cash fare
travellers than among prepaid fare travellers,
who presumably have less choice as to whether
and how often they use the ferries. (A related
conclusion might be that as fares keep rising,
traffic goes down; economists know this as ‘price
elasticity of demand’.)
2. The fare cap set by the BC Ferry Commission
for each route is a cap on the average fare paid
by each vehicle and passenger carried, including
both cash and prepaid (discounted) fares. If
there is a reduction in the number of cash fares
sold but no reduction in the number of prepaid
fares sold, the average overall fare will be less.
3. If the Commission authorizes a fare increase
of, for instance, 4% in the average fare, BC
Ferries cannot easily apply an increase of more
than 4% to the (advertised) cash fare. Therefore
(as ticket sales drop), in order to bring the
average fare up to the allowed cap, an increase
greater than 4% is applied to the (unadvertised)
prepaid fare. In other words, the prepaid
farepayers are being asked to make up the
deficiency resulting from a reduction in the
number of cash fare travellers as prices rise.
4. Ferry Committee Chairs ask that the
percentage increase be applied equally to cash
and prepaid fares, so that the percentage
discount of prepaid fares is not affected.

The combination of the two effects has
recently led to disproportionate increases
between the cash and prepaid fares. Changes in
the procedure are now under consideration. ✐

Your Ferry Advisories Working For You

Stop erosion of ‘prepaid’ discounts, say ferry chairs

Some Island potholes are on the way out. Despite the snow, some happy Penderites pose with MLA

Murray Coell on March 28, at the announcement of a major road paving project on the Island.


