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A fish boat in Nanaimo Harbour.

is available at these SER I OUS COFFE E locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Campbell River—Island Highway @ Village Willow Point

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

Sidney—Beacon Avenue 

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Nanaimo—V I Conference Centre good reading, great coffee — it’s time to get SERIOUS!
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The first person from each of our eleven islands to tell us that they have received this copy of Island Tides
in their mailbox will win a $10 BC Ferries gift certificate (good towards fare, food or gifts on board). 

Email islandtides@islandtides.com or phone 250-629-3660 as soon a you get your newspaper.

How well is Canada Post doing?  has a new distribution pattern.

COAL MINE, please turn to page 11

CRTC opens
door for
Gabriola Radio
The Canadian Radio and Television
Commission has turned down
Rogers’ application to install an
additional transmitter on Salt
Spring Island to extend the reach of
its 100,000 watt Victoria-based
CIOC-FM station, Ocean Lite Rock. 

The Commission recognized the
potential of the addtional
transmitter to overlap the potential
service area of an FM station
proposed by Gabriola Radio Society
(GRS), and refused a license to
Rogers for that reason.

Rogers’ transmitter would have
broadcast on 98.5FM, and would
have interfered with Gabriola’s
proposed CKGI, which would
broacast with 60 watts on 98.7FM. 

Said the CRTC of its March 25
decision: ‘The Commission has
noted the concerns raised by
Gabriola Radio Society (GRS) as
well as other opposing interveners
that approval of this application
could effectively block GRS’s plans
to establish a new community radio
station on Gabriola Island. The
Commission would render its
decision on any such application by
GRS based on its merits as well as
technical acceptability by the
Department.’

This decision clearly leaves the
door open for Gabriola Radio to
reapply for its broadcasting license.

Public concern grows
about Raven Coal mine
Compliance Energy’s Raven Coal mine is

attracting a great deal of public interest by

residents of the Courtenay—Fanny Bay area. But

the company has not yet completed its feasibility

study, and is several months away from making

its application for environmental review. 

However, the world market spot price for

metallurgical coal has risen from $150 to over

$200/ton during the past year, which provides

plenty of incentive to prove technical feasibility

and pursue environmental approvals.

The underground mine is proposed for a site

to the west of the Inland Island Highway, about

six kilometers west of the Buckley Bay ferry

terminal, between the watersheds of Cowie Creek

and the Tsable River. It is expected to yield some

2.2 million tons of raw coal annually for 20 years.

After screening and washing, an estimated two-

thirds of this is to be shipped to steelmakers in

China or Korea. The current plan is that this coal

will be trucked to Port Alberni to be loaded onto

ships.

Rezoning for a extensive scallop farm,
proposed by the Cape Mudge band of the
We-Wai-Kai First Nation for waters
immediately south of Rebecca Spit Marine
Park, was turned down on third reading by
the Strathcona Regional District Board at
a meeting on March 24. Following the
defeat of the rezoning, the board voted to
work with the band to find an alternative
site.

The decision followed a lively public
hearing on Quadra Island March 17, at
which many aspects of the project were
aired.

The rezoning would have permitted
operation of a farm comprising some thirty
200m longlines, suspending scallops in
netcages some 13m below the surface and
at least 3m off the bottom. It would have
covered some 85.5  hectares (over 210
acres) well out into Sutil Channel, in front
of Indian Reservation #9 but also
overlapping residential development to the
south, and Rebecca Spit park to the north.

The proposal, seen as a major economic
opportunity by the Cape Mudge band,

represents an expansion of a small scallop
test farm (five 100m longlines) at this
location since June 2008. That operation
was permitted under a Temporary
Industrial Use Permit from the Regional
District. This permit expires in June 2010,
and the failure of the rezoning bylaw
means that this operation will have to be
closed down this summer.

Ocean Smart Ltd
The scallop farm proposal was made by the
We-Wai-Kai Seafood Corporation, which
has an undefined joint venture
arrangement with Ocean Smart Inc. Ocean
Smart is a Gaithersburg, Maryland
corporation raising Pacific scallops, a
hybrid of the Japanese scallop and the local
weathervane scallop. The company was
formerly Edgewater Foods International
Inc, and carries an accumulated loss of
some $25 million. It is owned by a number
of venture capitalists together with its CEO,
Robert Saunders of Qualicum Beach,
formerly CEO of Island Scallops Ltd, now

RADIO, please turn to page 7

Quadra Island scallop farm rezoning defeated

SCALLOPS, please turn to page 12



BC’s Local Government Act was amended in 2008 by Bill
27, the Local Government (Green Communities) Statutes
Amendment Act, to require that all local governments
amend their Official Community Plans by May 31 this year
to set targets, policies, and procedures to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions in their communities. To assist
in this work, ‘Community Energy and Emissions
Inventory’ figures were published, estimating emissions
and energy use for ‘on road transportation, buildings, solid
waste disposal and land use change’ for most British
Columbia communities. 

Unfortunately, no inventories were estimated for the
Gulf Islands. But the Act applies to Island communities,
both within and beyond the Islands Trust area. 

So Islands Trustees and planners have been working
hard to incorporate the new requirements in OCPs. Each
Local Trust Committee has been considering changes in
policies on land use, transportation, and solid waste
disposal.

The strategy for accomplishing greenhouse gas (GHG)
reductions has been suggested by the Province as
‘complete and compact communities.’ These are intended
to fight urban sprawl through planning and concentration
of both residential development and commercial activity. 

The objective is to encourage smaller residential units,
and to concentrate development to reduce GHG’s from
road travel. The Province has gone so far as to suggest that
development cost charges should be reduced for ‘compact’
development, and waived altogether for housing units

under 29 square metres in floor area (312 square feet).

This may be a sound enough idea for urban areas. But

the Islands aren’t like that. Many of the people who live

on the Islands aren’t urban people, otherwise they

wouldn’t be there. And off-Island property owners come

to the Islands to escape exactly the kind of concentrated

urban development envisioned by the Provincial

guidelines.

The Provincial guidelines start from the basic

assumption that land is for developing (a predictable

consequence of having a premier whose only experience

outside of politics is as a land developer). But this is not

necessarily so on the Islands. 

Islands are essentially rural and spread out; some are

quite agricultural. Development is pretty slow, and most

Islanders like it that way.

Urban solutions just plain don’t fit. Particularly urban

solutions imposed from above. Islanders value the

autonomy that goes with government by their Local Trust

Committees.

Nevertheless, Islanders recognize that transportation

on the Islands, small though some may be, does generate

GHG’s, and they understand the link between GHGs and

climate change. 

If Islands cannot reduce emissions through

concentrating development, how about working on

transportation? But few of the Islands can support any

form of public transit. Narrow roads, in poor condition

with (often) steep hills make cycling hazardous and limit

cycling to young legs. 

However, distances on the Islands are within the range

of electric vehicles and scooters. ‘Short-cut’ rights of way

for walking, bicycles, and scooters are possible. Initiatives

like Pender’s ‘Car Stop’ program, to encourage ride-

sharing, are simple and friendly. Scattered neighbourhood

stores can shorten necessary trips. Events at the

Community Hall (many Islands have only one) can be

served by a pick-up and drop-off service, using cars or the

school bus (if there is one); a similar informal system

might meet ferry arrivals.

All these initiatives are simple, voluntary, and fit the

Island culture. And they don’t involve changing density

objectives or land use. They reinforce a green, neighbourly

Island life.

And they don’t use climate change as an excuse for the

invasion of urban style development. 0
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AT FULFORD HARBOUR
MARCH/APRIL

Day        Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m. Day        Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m.

30
TU

0430
1101
1755
2259

10.8
3.0
9.8
6.2

3.3
0.9
3.0
1.9

31
WE

0456
1142
1858
2348

10.8
2.3

10.2
7.2

3.3
0.7
3.1
2.2

1
TH

0523
1224
2002

10.5
1.6

10.2

3.2
0.5
3.1

2
FR

0043
0551
1308
2107

7.9
10.5
1.6

10.5

2.4
3.2
0.5
3.2

3
SA

0146
0621
1354
2213 

8.5
10.2
2.0

10.5

2.6
3.1
0.6
3.2

4
SU

0304
0650
1442
2320

8.9
9.5
2.3

10.5

2.7
2.9
0.7
3.2

5
MO

0451
0718
1534

8.9
9.2
2.6

2.7
2.8
0.8

6
TU

0020
0659
0802
1631

10.5
8.5
8.5
3.3

3.2
2.6
2.6
1.0

7
TU

0112
0807
0914
1733

10.5
7.9
7.9
3.9

3.2
2.4
2.4
1.2

8
WE

0152
0831
1125
1835

10.2
7.5
7.5
4.3

3.1
2.3
2.3
1.3

9
FR

0223
0853
1316
1931

10.2
6.9
7.9
4.6

3.1
2.1
2.4
1.4

10
SA

0248
0914
1437
2020

9.8
5.9
8.2
5.2

3.0
1.8
2.5
1.6

11
SU

0308
0935
1541
2104

9.8
5.2
8.5
5.6

3.0
1.6
2.6
1.7

12
MO

0327
0957
1635
2145

9.8
4.6
8.9
6.2

3.0
1.4
2.7
1.9

13
TU

0344
1021
1724
2224

9.5
3.6
9.5
6.9

2.9
1.1
2.9
2.1

14
WE

0401
1047
1812
2302

9.8
3.0
9.8
7.5

3.0
0.9
3.0
2.3

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations

Ross Walker 
250-537-9710

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca 
www.islandmarine.ca

On Time & On Budget

Tide Table Courtesy of

AT POINT ATKINSON
MARCH/APRIL

Day        Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m. Day        Time        Ht./ft. Ht./m.

30
TU

0502
1142
1807
2345

15.1
3.6

14.1
7.5

4.6
1.1
4.3
2.3

31
WE

0533
1223
1905

15.1
3.0

14.4

4.6
0.9
4.4

1
TH

0032
0605
1304
2003

8.5
14.8
2.3

14.4

2.6
4.5
0.7
4.4

2
FR

0121
0637
1347
2104

9.5
14.4
2.3

14.4

2.9
4.4
0.7
4.4

3
SA

0216
0711
1431
2206

10.5
13.8
3.0

14.1

3.2
4.2
0.9
4.3

4
SU

0322
0745
1518
2310

11.2
12.8
3.6

14.1

3.4
3.9
1.1
4.3

5
MO

0446
0822
1610

11.2
12.1
4.3

3.4
3.7
1.3

6
TU

0013
0625
0914
1708

14.1
11.2
11.5
4.9

4.3
3.4
3.5
1.5

7
WE

0111
0747
1048
1813

13.8
10.5
10.8
5.6

4.2
3.2
3.3
1.7

8
TH

0158
0835
1244
1918

13.8
9.5

10.5
6.2

4.2
2.9
3.2
1.9

9
FR

0236
0908
1410
2017

13.8
8.9

10.8
6.6

4.2
2.7
3.3
2.0

10
SA

0307
0937
1513
2107

13.8
7.9

11.5
6.9

4.2
2.4
3.5
2.1

11
SU

0333
1004
1604
2150

13.8
6.9

12.1
7.5

4.2
2.1
3.7
2.3

12
MO

0356
1031
1650
2228

13.5
5.9

12.8
7.9

4.1
1.8
3.9
2.4

13
TU

0417
1059
1733
2305

13.5
4.9

13.5
8.5

4.1
1.5
4.1
2.6

14
WE

0439
1129
1816
2341

13.8
3.9

13.8
9.2

4.2
1.2
4.2
2.8

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

Peter Christenson  •  250-629-8386

www.shorelinedesign.ca

SHORELINE
DESIGN

• Fully insured

• Excellent

references

• Spe• Specializing in water

accaccess over steep 

& rugged 

terrain

YOUR BUSINESS HERE!
Inquire: 250-629-3660 or

islandtides@islandtides.com

Independent Dental Hygiene in a relaxed setting
Registered Dental Hygienists offering:

• scaling • root planing • polishing 

• whitening • gum disease therapy

Celebrating 7 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

250-655-4884

A Different Approach To GHG Emissions On
The Islands~ Patrick Brown

A
s we reach or pass ‘peak oil,’ inevitably gasoline will
become more expensive and more difficult to
obtain. When it comes to personal transport we

will have to change the ways we travel and soon. The
question is, are there practical means of alternative
transportation other than the 25mpg sedan or pickup?

Well, you could try
walking: using deer trails,
paths, and the oncoming
traffic side of the road. Water
is an alternative; it can still be
used, it’s inexpensive but is
usually slow and has limited
accessibility. Horses and
donkeys? Well, they need a
different kind of maintenance,
food and skill—and you have
to like shoveling shit. Public
transit is good where the
population is sufficient. Gas
scooters still use gas and are
big polluters. Alternative fuel
vehicles using: vegetable oil,
biodiesel, ethanol, and hydrogen each have their own
special problems.

So what is left? Let’s think electric.
Electricity is readily available in our homes. Hydro

dams are already in existence and not heavily used
overnight when most electric vehicle charging would take
place. The British Columbia Environmental Network has
endorsed electric cars because their studies have shown
that there is enough green electrical energy in BC that
everyone could be driving an electric car. 

Electric bikes and scooters, although limited in power
by law, can be useful especially if set up so that they can
be assisted by the rider (electric-assist). Hybrid vehicles
combining gas and electricity are a good intermediate
technology to a pure electric vehicle. Gas to electric car
conversions are possible and the best can achieve speeds

to 110km/h and a range of 80-
90km. 

Pure electric cars, though, are
really the goal. The problem with
energy storage (batteries) is that
they limit electric vehicles to
short range and Neighborhood
Electric Vehicles (NEV).
However, eighty to ninety percent
of our trips are within a 30km
range and the money saved by
using a NEV can be used to rent
that truck, motor home, or sports
vehicle for those longer trips. 

The new generation of pure
electric vehicles are promising a
range of 130km and freeway

speeds. And the new technologies coming down the tube
greatly improve energy storage, for example patents filed
by MIT are promising short recharge times and greater
power density. 

Mitsubishi has been showing off its electric car last
summer at various car shows and will lend cars for further
testing in Canada. There are a few smaller companies, such
as Tesla, manufacturing electric cars, and Nissan has been
showing off its prototype Leaf. The greatest commitment,

The Good Life ~ Louis Vallée

Electric Vehicles 

Louis Vallée driving an electric car in the 2003

Pender Island Fall Fair Parade.

GO ELECTRIC, please turn to page 7



Juno
Nomination

For The Kerplunks’   
Gabriola Islands’ multi award-winning
Kerplunks’ second CD, ‘Walk On’ has been
nominated in the category of Children’s
Album of the Year for the 2010 Juno
Awards. 

Gabriola’s Dinah D, Tina Jones, Aaron
Cadwaladr and Phil Wipper play catchy
tunes guaranteed to get kids engaged,
singing along and joining in on the actions. 

Through their energetic music, The
Kerplunks are committed to educating kids
through musical creativity and inspiring
them to pursue a career in music. The band
has been busy playing some of Canada’s
finest music festivals, children’s festivals
and schools. Recently Kerplunks played at

Robson Square on
the final day of The
Olympic Games. 

With two recordings
under their belts, The Kerplunks are poised
to become Canada’s hippest and most
popular children’s musicians!

The four are currently in the recording
studio working on album three, titled
‘Number 3’. Co-producer Rick Salt
comments that it will be the Kerplunks’ ‘Sgt
Peppers’. They have a brand-new website:
www.thekerplunks.com.

The Juno Awards take place in St John’s
Newfoundland this year and will be
broadcast Sunday, April 18. Keep your
fingers crossed.

Pender School Garden 
~ Sue Bailey

Here’s a great picture (right) taken on
March 24 of the Farmer’s Institute’s School
Garden Seed Project. Every student
planted nasturtiums, pole beans, bush
beans, and zucchini, and received two

tomato plants and a potato to start a
garden at home— a whole bunch of fun in
the sun and a great start for the Fall Fair!

Reels on Wheels
~ Christa Grace-Warrick

In late April, Galiano’s Gulf Islands Film
and Television School (GIFTS) will set out
on its annual Reels on Wheels Tour. This
year during the outreach program,
members of the GIFTS team will visit
schools in Washington State and Alberta,
as well as returning to schools in British
Columbia. 

At the seminars, working professionals
discuss Canada’s independent and
industry filmmaking scene, post-secondary
education options and invaluable tips on
how to get your ‘foot in the door.’ Students
will also view award-winning short films
made by teens at GIFTS campus on
Galiano. You can view GIFTS films
(including a couple of mine) at
www.giftsfilms.com. For more
information: gifts@giftsfilms.com.

Lost on Pender ~ Lisa Baile
On March 21, a beautiful big topaz-blue
urn (planter) disappeared from the fringes
of our property on 3209 Armadale Road,
Pender Island (the log house, opposite
Tracy Road). It was there one moment,
gone the next. 

It’s a mystery because it is large (36”
high x 25” wide),  and heavy (80 lb) and not

something you could tuck in your handbag
but, rather, would have to heave into a
truck. I know because I was relocating it
and, a small person (5’ 2” and 112 lb), I was
unable to move it any further and was
waiting for some help to relocate it to its
new ‘home’. It was relocated alright! 

Besides being beautiful this urn has
sentimental values and I’d love to have it
back and plant the tree that awaits it (in
memory of my mother). A reward is
offered for its return (just put it back where
it was), or for a sighting.   Please phone me
250-629 6919.

‘Year of the Clinic’ Gets
Another Boost

Jean Wyenberg was a winner in the
March-long Capital One (Mastercard) and
CanadaHelps online charity fraud
awareness quiz. Gabriola Island resident,
Wyenberg turned around and donated her
$1,000 prize money to a charity she can
trust, Gabriola Health Care Foundation.
‘There are many dedicated people on
Gabriola Island who are working hard to
raise money for a local health clinic,’ says
Jean, ‘We are an island of approximately
4,000, with a mix of working people,
families and retirees who would like to live
in this vibrant community for as long as
possible. The Gabriola Health Care
Foundation is doing very important work

ISLAND TIDES, Apr 1, 2010, Page 3

• Serving the Gulf Islands and  
Greater Victoria for over 25 years

• Fuel-efficient, cost-effective wood heating

• Solar domestic hot water heaters

• Sales and Installations

Unit 6 - 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

call: 250-386-7643
        

Solar Heating

      
     

   

    

  

       

        

      
     

   

    

  

       

        

      
     

   

    

  

       

        

      
     

   

    

  

       

        

      
     

   

    

  

       

        

Solar Heating

VANCOUVER  
INT’L AIRPORT

NANAIMO
(Departure Bay)

More daily flights home from the Mainland

Our Islands. Our World.
S E A P L A N E SS E A P L A N E S

For scheduled flight info call 

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at 
seairseaplanes.com

• Eight scheduled flights daily
• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada
• Departure from Seair Terminal at 

Vancouver Int’l Airport
• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal
• Frequent flyer discounts
• Charter flights available to other destinations

RTI, please turn to page 6

As The Tide Turns... Edina Johnston
Will Sandy blame Lance for not finding the perfect spot to raise their offspring? Will
any of their young survive? Will their relationship be strained yet again next spawning
season or will Sandy dump Lance and choose a Gasterosteiformes as her new mate?
These and other questions will be answered…as the tide turns.

It has only recently been realized that our beaches are extremely significant to the
health of the marine environment. Marine shore spawners such as the sand lance and
other species of forage fish are the cornerstone of survival of larger species such as
salmon, rockfish and killer whales. 

The areas needed for many of these forage fish species to spawn are the upper
portion of the shoreline where we walk, just below the high tide mark. Unfortunately,
this area is also used for vehicle access by the shellfish industry, seaweed gathering,
firewood collecting and, increasingly, the placing of rip-rap, concrete blocks, and other
materials used to prevent property erosion. What’s not realized, is these ‘sea walls’
cause wave action erosion and do significant damage to the beach. Google ‘Puget
Sound Shorelines’ to find alternatives to bulkhead building and do what you can to
put an end to vehicle access. Sandy and Lance’s happiness is in our hands! 0

Round The Islands

Photo: Sue Bailey

Fall Fair exhibits—and good eating—in the making. Pender children start their school garden.

KERPLUNKS
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Dear Editor:

I recently recieved one of your papers with this picture

(below left) on the cover. I’m afraid this is the photo of

two mountains not one—neither of which is Mount

Washington. I have worked on the Gabriola ferry for ten

years, and look at that inspiring sight constantly. The

cover photo is a fine picture of Mount Arrowsmith (left)

and Mount Cokely (centre) in all their snowy glory. 

I have also climbed both of these mountains. Alas, I

was unaware that they were two mountains till I climbed

Mount Cokely last spring. After climbing for an hour we

came around a corner and literally stood there

transfixed, for there across a thousand foot deep chasm,

so close it looked like you could touch it, was Mount

Arrowsmith still covered with snow. Steve, the man in

my photo on the right, his son Justin, and I finally made

it to the top of Mount Arrowsmith in October, two weeks

after my 60th birthday.

Nels Neilson, Gabriola Island

Ed’s Note: a number of people spotted the embarassing

error in geography in our March 18 edition. Thanks for

giving us a an opportunity to set it straight with such a

good tale. And apologies to photographer Susan

Banjavich for putting up with our error.

PARK, please turn to page 15

Readers’ Letters

For Island Tides a dream is coming true; a dream we have
been bootstrapping toward for many years. In future,
Island Tides will have always have 16 pages, every one in
glorious colour—on every page photos of our beautiful
homeplace, reflecting back to us our culture. 

A change in press has given us this opportunity and we
have seized it gleefully. This week’s paper is just a shade
of things to come. No more terrible space squeeze. No
more the heartache of having to leave out articles we knew
should be printed.

We hope you like the beginnings of our new look and
lots of pages, let us know or, even better, send us a
voluntary subscription. Not to mention—send us your
photos and your news.

Since starting out in 1989, we have used five different
presses. In the early years we had 4,ooo copies printed and
circulated through Canada Post on the Southern Islands.
As demand morphed us to a regional newspaper, we
switched presses to make our increasingly complex
distribution pattern possible. This latest switch has given
our advertisers the quality of colour to make their

advertisements outstanding and the colour and space our
readers can enjoy.

By the way, our newest yellow box has just been
installed at Deep Cove Market on West Saanich Road in
North Saanich, thank you owners Rosemary and Joanne. 

Thank you too to Barrie, Roberta, Keri (and the new
baby Adam Barrie), Bill, Paul, John, Lila and everyone at
our former press for all their help in the last few years. We
love and appreciate you for all the above-the-call-of-duty
things you have done for us. May you too be blessed with
at UV-set press in the near future.

Thank you to Roger, Phyllis, Heather, Todd, Richard
and Sarah for helping us make the change so smoothly. 

Still a bit brain-numb by all the technical and logistical
challenges in pulling off the move, we are just beginning
to grasp the new opportunities we now have to serve our
amazing coastal community. It is exhilarating, rather like
being born again. 0

PS: This is the first time we have ever published on
April 1—beware!

New recreational park on 
Salt Spring~ Jane Horsburgh
Salt Spring’s Parks & Recreation Comission (PARC) has

negotiated a conditional agreement to purchase 50 acres

of land off Furness Road at the north end of Fulford Valley

for sports fields, parkland and trails, that will serve

islanders for the next quarter century. This relatively flat

piece of land will provide a splendid range of recreational

opportunities for all Salt Springers.

The sale is subject to several conditions, not least of

which is approval from the Islands Trust and the

Agricultural Land Reserve. However, preliminary

discussions between PARC Manager Kees Ruurs and

Islands Trust and ALR officials have taken place.

The really good news is that this 50 acre sports field will

be paid for from PARC’s land acquisition fund and reserve

Good Life Writer Gets Accolade
Dear Editor:

Brian Crumblehulme writes well and offers useful

information. I wish he would expand in some further detail

on his deer-proofing.

I like the look of his recipe for ‘sand daps (actually the

common name for Citharichthys is sand dabs) but I avoid

them as they are fished by bottom trawls which tear up the

ocean floor and everything living there. I love fish but

prefer not to eat anything that is not caught by net or line.

Thanks for publishing and providing insight into island

living.
Bill Bush, Sidney

Same Pricing For All
Dear Editor:

I am a mother of a young family, which recently took a trip

to Salt Spring Island. We drove and shopped around

Ganges. While there, I made a purchase at a local book

store for a friend. I was attracted to a discount offer ‘Save

an additional 20%’. Only after my purchase did I realize

that this discount was only applicable if I lived on SSI. 

For the rest of our trip, I noticed that other stores had

similar system ‘show your residency card’ signs. Does this

mean that tourists on SSI should be discriminated against?

For an island heavily dependent on the tourism industry

this seems like a foolhardy move.

I am disappointed because I thought that people on Salt

Spring Island welcomed visitors with open arms, but I was

wrong.  I have enjoyed visiting the Island in the past, but I

seriously question whether I will go back because in a few

years, my child will ask me, ‘Why does where we live

matter? Why don’t we get a special discount when we buy

things back at home?’ 

Next trip, I will be taking my hard earned dollar and

spending in a different bookstore. I hope that Islanders

will re-evaluate their ‘special discounts for residents only’

policy before more tourists visit this summer and are

disgusted with their cold reception by local businesses.

Diane Luong, Victoria

Proposed Raven Coal Mine Project on
Vancouver Island at Buckley Bay

The following letter was sent to The Honourable Barry
Penner, Minister of Environment.

Dear Minister Penner:

The Denman Island Marine Stewardship Committee is
extremely concerned about the negative environmental
impact of the proposed coal mine in the Cowie Creek
Valley. Not only will the Tsable, Cowie and Tumblewater
fish bearing creeks be impacted, but Baynes Sound as well.
Contamination of ground water, acid mine drainage and
coal dust will directly affect water quality of Baynes Sound,
the marine environment, shellfish industry and any
recreational endeavours.

Residents of Denman Island which is situated directly
across Baynes Sound from this huge area are justifiably
concerned about their health as well. There is no doubt
that coal dust will travel across our island and settle on our
ponds, lakes, fields, gardens and houses. Ingestion and
inspiration of this dust is a given with possible negative
consequences making Denman Island a less desirable
place to live.

In an age of ‘going green’ this proposed coal mine is a
step backward, and to open the door would set a
dangerous precedent, so please, for the sake of the
environment say ‘No’ to the Raven Underground Coal
Project.

Patricia J McLaughlin, Chair
Denman Island Marine Stewardship Committee

Retiring Provincial Debt
Dear Editor:
Many have commented on the province’s recent budget
and the fact that our province’s debt keeps growing. Debt
is not something that I want to leave for my grandchildren,
and I’m sure many others feel the same way.

British Columbia has survived the global recession
better than most places, but it’s time we had a plan to
reduce the province’s debt so we don’t pass this burden

LETTERS, continued on the next page 



onto our grandchildren. Alberta got rid of its debt, why
can’t British Columbia? Alberta doesn’t even have sales tax.

British Columbia has many more resources than
Alberta has. We must use these resources like previous
generations have done and leave a solid financial base for
those who follow us. Debt is a cost and a burden we don’t
need, and doing away with British Columbia’s debt needs
to be the number one goal in this province.

Erwin Gerick, Nanaimo

Structural Deficits
Dear Editor:
Island Tides is a great read! Great editorial in March 18
edition. ‘How To Balance A Budget’ was also an eye-
catcher. Made me think of Britains’ Clement Atlee in 1945
taxing the rich, especially by inheritance taxes. Britain
went from 1% of the people owning 100% of the land to a
time when tenants could buy land.

There were no street people in the UK, the US or
Canada until 1982 when Reagan/Thatcher reduced taxes
(only of the wealthy) and stopped programs that cared for
the needy and disabled, thus producing street people. To
balance budgets means going back to earlier tax structures.

Ron MacIsaac, Salt Spring Island

Plumper Sound Safety
The following letter was sent to Sheila Malcolmson, Chair
Islands Trust Council.
Dear Ms Malcolmson:
I am writing in response to your correspondence of
January 5, 2010, regarding freighter safety in Plumper
Sound, British Columbia. Please accept my apologies for
the delay in responding. 

Transport Canada is committed to ensuring safe and
secure, efficient and environmentally responsible marine
transportation. Various domestic and international
conventions, regulations, standards, procedures and
inspection regimes have been established to protect life,
property and the marine environment. It is standard
practice worldwide to designate anchorages outside of
ports. Under common international law, vessels have the
right to navigate and to anchor, and these rights cannot be
infringed upon, except in a limited number of specific
circumstances. The Vessel Operation Restriction
Regulations have been put in place on some Canadian
waterways; however, restricting well-used marine traffic
areas, including Plumper Sound, would not be practical,
as such action would significantly impede navigation.

Safety mechanisms have been put in place to
protect Canada’s coastlines and surrounding waters
from accidental or deliberate pollution. The
Canada-United States Cooperative Vessel Traffic
System receives 96-hour advance notice from
foreign vessels entering Canadian or US waters.
Pilots are commissioned to accompany those
vessels in transit. In addition, Canadian Coast
Guard Marine Communications and Traffic
Services monitors vessel movements by radar, automated
identifcation system and radio surveillance.

Transport Canada investigated the grounding of the
Hebei Lion that occurred on November 18, 2009. It was
determined that there was no damage or pollution
resulting from this incident, and the department is
satisfied that corrective action taken by the vessel’s master
and agents was appropriate and in accordance with
approved safety procedures. However, because of this and
other similar incidents where vessels in Plumper Sound
have dragged anchor, Transport Canada has informed
industry that the department intends to issue a strong
advisory regarding the anchoring of vessels in the
designated anchorages within Plumper Sound during
winter months (October 31-April 1). It is important to note
that this would not prevent vessels from using the
anchorage during this period for unusual or extenuating
circumstances for short periods when strong wind
warnings are not forecasted. 

Individuals or groups who are interested in requesting
changes to the regulatory framework of marine matters can
bring forth their proposals and concerns to the Canadian
Marine Advisory Council, Transport Canada’s national
consultative body for marine matters. National and regional
meetings are normally held twice a year in the spring and
fall. Members include representatives of individuals and
parties that have a recognized interest in boating and
shipping pertaining to safety, recreational matters,
navigation, marine pollution and response and marine
security. Participants must speak on behalf of their
constituencies. Statements made by members during the
sessions are public and are recorded along with the
members’ names and associations in the minutes, which are
distributed to participants and available upon request. For
further information, I would invite you to contact the
department’s Regional Marine Safety Office at 604-666-
5300.

John Baird, Minister of Transport, MP, PC
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Payment with order only. VISA credit card accepted
‘What’s On?’
Fridays, April 2 & 9
Pender Film Group Screenings—FRI, APR 2: Up in the Air
(2009)—with a job that has him traveling around the country firing
people, Ryan Bingham (George Clooney) leads an empty life out of
a suitcase, until his company grounds him; FRI, APR 9: An
Education (2009)—a coming-of-age story about a teenage girl in
1960s suburban London, and how her life changes with the arrival
of a playboy nearly twice her age • 7:30pm unless otherwise noted
• Admission by donation • Info: www.penderislands.org • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Friday to Monday, April 2 to 5
Easter Weekend Daily Fun Swims—enjoy the wavepool,
waterslide, diving boards, toddler pool, swirlpool, steam, sauna,
and length swimming • FRI: 10am-12pm & 1-4pm; SAT: 1-4pm &
6:30-8:30pm; SuN: 10am-12pm & 1-4pm; MON: 10am-12pm, 1-
4pm & 6:30-8:30pm • Saanich Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk
Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • 24–hour
Swim Info-line: 250-475-7620 or visit www.saanich.ca • IN
SAANICH

Saturday, April 3
Gabriola Gets Geared up—join the Gabriola Health Care
Foundation in getting geared up for a sporty spring at this sale of
new and used sports equipment and outdoor recreational items;
silent auction of new items, gift certificates and a healthy breakfast
for sale • 9am-noon  • Agi Hall • Info: Bob 250-247-7886,
locumbob@hotmail.com • ON GABRIOLA ISLAND

Sunday April 4
Salt Spring Chamber Players—Mayne Island Music Society

presents a concert including works by
composers Orlando Lassus, J.S. Bach,
Felix Mendelssohn, Alexandre
Tansman, Aaron Copland and an
improvisation by Matt Stubbs • Doors
2pm, concert 2:30pm • Ag Hall •
Tickets: $15 advance at Happy Tides
(new location)  $18 at the door • ON

MAYNE ISLAND

Sunday, April 4
10th Annual South Pender Easter Art Walk—see what South
Pender artists have created over the winter months; eleven studios
showing works on canvas, paper, fabric, glass,  jewellery and wood;
walk, bike or drive; look for the yellow balloons; pick up your
passport at any studio and enter our draw for an Easter basket of
gifts from participating South Pender artists • 12-5pm • Info:
Wendy Munroe 250-629-3559 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Thursday, April 8 
World famous artist and natural history buff Robert
Bateman: Thinking Like an Artist and a Naturalist—spring
fundraising event for the SSI Conservancy, live auction includes
original Bateman prints • ArtSpring •  Doors open for silent auction
at 6:30pm. multi-media presentation 7:30pm • Tickets: $25 at
ArtSpring • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Wednesday, April 14  
Book Launch: Keeper of the Grail—much
anticipated Book 3 of the Ancient Bloodlines Trilogy
by Barry Mathias; refreshments • Talisman Books &
Gallery • 7pm • Information: 250-629-9965 • ON
PENDER ISLAND 

Saturday, April 17
Departure—jazz quartet featuring
saxgirl Monik Nordine, bassist Phill
Albert, pianist Brent Jarvis and
drummer Buff Allen; presented by
Saturna Concert Series • Community
Hall • Doors 7pm, concert 7:30pm •
Tickets: $25 available at the door • ON
SATURNA ISLAND

Sunday, April 25
Gwynne Dyer: Climate Wars—one of Canada’s most
outstanding journalists, broadcasters, producers, authors and
filmmakers speaks on Climate Wars, also the title of his latest book;
a Salt Spring Island Conservancy fundraising event • 7:30pm •
ArtSpring, 100 Jackson Ave  • Tickets: $25, 250-537-2102 • Info:
Jean Gelwicks 250-537-4859 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Thu thru Sun, April 29 to May 2
Victoria Harbour Floating Boat Show—over 200 new and
pre-owned power and sail boats on display, ranging from dinghys
to 70 ft yachts; loads of marine accessories and services • Victoria’s
Inner Harbour and Ship Point • Admission: $10, Seniors/ Students
$8 • Info: www.floatingboatshows.com • IN VICTORIA

Fri thru Mon, September 3–6
Denbaya West African Music and Dance
Workshop—4-day intensive retreat includes hands-
on instruction by world-renowed master dancers,
drummers and balafonists • Camp Pringle,
Shawnigan Lake • Cost includes workshops, meals
and accommodation • Info: 250-743-5846,
www.moondancearts.ca • AT SHAWNIGAN LAKE 

4090 Bayridge Ave	West Vancouver  BC V7V 3K1  
t 01 604 921 8646	 f 01 604 921 0755   
bsa@blueskyarchitecture.com   
www.blueskyarchitecture.com  
     

HELLIWELL + SMITH
BLUE SKY ARCHITECTURE

"From the first Blue Sky 
Architecture have been 
regionalists in the best 
sense of the term. They 
have been deeply involved 
with the ecology and 
topography of southern 
British Columbia and its 
wonderful interweave of sea, 
forest, and rock ."
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Coal Mine Will Relieve Pressure On
Comox Valley

Dear Editor:
I think that a coal mine in the Comox Valley is a great idea.
People move to British Columbia and especially to the
westcoast for a healthier life style. Clean air, low levels of
heavy metals and other contaminants makes it a healthy
choice. Currently this can be seen especially in
communities around the Comox valley, pressures of
migration to Courtney and Comox have already caused
rapid over development of condos and golf courses. This
creates as an unlevel playing field for the development of
all the other communities in Canada. 

The location of Compliance Energy Corporation’s
Raven Mine, on the tributaries of Cowie Creek, Tsable
River, and Wilfred Creek, is ideal. The coal and tailings are
washed and stockpiled there, allowing contaminants to
flow through to Baynes Sound. The coal seams are also
pumped dry and this water adds to the contaminant level.
The ocean currents carry these leachings north past
Denman Island, Union Bay, Royston, Courtenay, Comox
and beyond. Google Earth has a lovely photo of Cowie
Creek and its sediment distribution in Baynes Sound that
illustrates this. People do not swim enough in Baynes sound
to really make this a severe health issue but it is a small
deterrent in the decision-making process on where to live.

This is why degradation to the aquifers and the water
table is so important. It has the opportunity to affect areas
all over Vancouver Island. Contaminants increase and
water levels are greatly altered when you mine through
and drain areas of an aquifer. An unreliable ground water
table and a questionable aquifer source could be cause
enough to stifle the desire to live here. 

The aquifer under and in Compliance’s coal site has not
been mapped. The advantage of this is the mystery factor.
Water could be contaminated or disappear from any
where on Vancouver Island. Telegraph Cove, Gold River,
Port Alberni? Not knowing if there will be a good aquifer
will deter the well-informed from moving here.

Noise and air quality will also be a factor but that is so
obvious it doesn’t even need to be mentioned. 

The downside is that there
are aspects of the coal mine
that will inspire people to
move to the Comox Valley.
Employment is a big draw.
The coal mine claims they
will hire up to 200 people
directly and there will be
employment opportunities
for another 250 indirect jobs. 

This indirect employment
figure in my opinion is severely underestimated. The
adverse health effects of a dirty environment will open
positions for heathcare workers everywhere. In the
communities downstream of Fort McMurray,  such as Fort
Chipewyan, the incidence of cancer, birth defects and
auto-immune diseases are higher than anywhere else in
Canada. I will not say that this mine will effect our
environment to the same degree but the degraded
environment and its employment opportunities in health
care will last for generations beyond the 20-year life of the
mine.

Fortunately, this increase of employment opportunity
may be balanced with the job losses in the shell fish
industry. Shore-workers, sorters, shippers, wholesalers,
and restaurants/oyster bars will have a decline in
employment to at least slightly offset the increase in
healthcare jobs.

In the balance, this mine will do the job of preventing
the Comox Valley from becoming a desirable place to live
and work. 

Michael Rapati, Denman Island 0

BANJAVICH



and through their efforts, residents will soon be able to
receive emergency or immediate medical attention when
they need it.’

The Society has named 2010 the ‘Year of the Clinic,’
and, with the community, its putting almost superhuman
effort into raising $1million by the end of the year to build
a permanent health clinic on the island.

‘The Gabriola Health Care Foundation is delighted to
receive Jean’s generous donation of $1,000,’ says
chairperson Brenda Fowler, Thanks to our supporters like
Jean, we are one step closer to achieving that goal.’

Gabriola’s fundraisers can take heart from the following

Islands’ success story.

Pender Hall Has Tenth Birthday 
Pender Islands’ Community Hall was officially opened at
Easter in 2000. Built entirely by local effort and money
(the hall was being built during an unexpected drought in
any infrastructure grants), it truly lived up to its slogan,
‘Building Comunity Together’. 

The first steering comittee for the sorely-needed hall
was formed by Island Trustee Bob Allison in 1995. Early
on, Valdy played a benefit concert to hundreds under
tarps, in the rain, among the concrete foundations.

The concrete floor pour involved almost every able-

bodied person on the Island and certainly all the
whelbarrows. 

The exposed roof rafters in the upper performance
space were fashioned from timbers salvaged from the
upgrade of the one-lane bridge which connects North and
South Pender. The upper-level flooring was salvaged from
a shipyard  building in North Vancouver and recently got
its final finish.

Many of the massive posts inside the building were
donated by individual property owners. Three posts,
which form the portico, were carved in a huge cooperative

RTI from page 3
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3110 DOUGLAS ST. VICTORIA, BC  V8Z 3K4   
across from Mayfair Shopping Centre,

1-800-997-6797
www.blueridgeinn.ca

* Single occupancy. Subject to availability. Valid to March 31, 2003

$39*
from

better deal!
visitors a

Our quality accommodation includes:
indoor pool, sauna, 
free parking, in-room coffee, 
a convenient location 
and a warm welcome. 
Stay with us.

We offer 

* Single occupancy. Subject to availability. Valid to April 30, 2010.
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JAKOBSEN
A S S O C I A T E S

Custom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,

and Vacation Homes 

 

www.jakobsenassociates.comK eit h  Ja ko b se n

 6 0 4 . 2 6 1 . 5 6 1 9 jakobsenk@netrover.com

GULF ISLANDSWATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS

Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water

•Whole-house Treatment

• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

250-412-1110 • 604- 630-1114 • 524 William Street, Victoria
250-339-6914 Comox Valley

www.watertiger.net

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria /

Hardness / Arsenic

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484

Fax 250-652-4486

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

• harvesting 
systems

• design

• installation

• service

BOB BURGESS 
tel. 250-246-2155

bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.comw w w. p o e t s c o v e . c o m 8 8 8 - 5 1 2 - 7 6 3 8

P O E T S C OV E •  P E N D E R I S L A N D •  B C 

Easter Fun at Poets Cove...

Sunday, April 4th from 10:30 to 12:30
 

R E S O R T  &  S P A
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O
n the first day of spring, Denman Island Chocolate
and Sierra Club BC launched a special line of
‘Flathead Wild’ chocolate bars to raise awareness

for BC’s Flathead River Valley.
‘The Flathead is a Noah’s ark for rare and threatened

species like tailed frogs and grizzly bears, and Denman
Island Chocolate is proud to be part of a growing
movement to protect this special place of ours,’ said owner
Daniel Terry.

The chocolate bar wrapper features a photograph of
Flathead mountain goats taken during a recent RAVE
(Rapid Assessment Visual Expedition) conducted last
summer by members of the International League of
Conservation Photographers (www.ilcp.com). 

The line of bars—organic dark chocolate—will be sold
throughout BC, including the Nature’s Fare health food
chain, SPUD natural foods delivery, BC Ferries Swartz Bay
terminal, Talisman Books on Pender, and many more local
stores on the coast (ask your store to stock it).

On February 9, the BC government announced a ban
on Flathead mining and oil and gas development—a ban
that Sierra Club BC applauds as a ‘great first step’. Along
with other conservation groups, Sierra Club BC is calling
for a National Park in the south eastern one-third of the
Flathead River Valley, and a Wildlife Management Area
in the rest of the valley and adjoining habitat that will
preserve an age-old wildlife corridor through the Rocky
Mountains.

The Flathead has some of the world’s purest water,
more plant species than anywhere else in Canada, and the
greatest concentration and diversity of carnivores on the

continent. It has long been recognized as the missing piece
of the adjoining Waterton-Glacier International Peace
Park—a World Heritage Site and UNESCO Biosphere
Reserve.

People wanting to stock Denman Island Chocolate’s
many exotic flavours can call 1-866-335-2418 or email
info@denmanislandchocolate.com. 0

Chocolate for the Flathead

PENDER ISLAND COMMUNITY HALL



ISLAND TIDES, Apr 1, 2010, Page 7

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

PreCaSt & ready MiX ltd.

250-753-1223

www.abcprecast.ca

• water & septic tanks with 

• septic treatment systems by 

quality driven

Bfine custom cabinets from MERIT

Bkitchens Bbathrooms Boffices

Bdining & entertainment units

Bserving Salt Spring & the Southern 

Gulf Islands

Carl Borgstom 
Kitchen Designer

250-538-7133

Mouat’s Trading Co. - Downtown Ganges, 
Salt Spring Island

KITCHEN & BATH CENTRE
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carving project, the Bear Mother Project, undertaked by
Pender Island women over many months. They were
guided in the project by first nations’ carver Victor Reece

Currently the Pender Island Recreational and
Agricultural Hall Association (PIRAH) is starting a drive
for $10 birthday presents to the hall (Pender Islanders see
the backside of the film schedule flyer in this edition). Give
generously to honour all those who toiled on this dream
come true.

Dining Locally
Gabriola farmers met recently to discuss how to get local
food into kitchens of local restaurants. One dollar spent on
Gabriola travels around the Island 7 to 10 times and the
carbon footprint is much smaller benefiting the economy
and the environment. 

Discussions began with the creation of a list of what is
grown locally and how that can be matched with
restaurant menus.  The meeting moved on to ideas
concerning distribution including vending produce to
comercial operators and a general public market.
Discussions will continue. Look and ask for local food
creations at your favourite eatery.

Haiti Relief Help Continues
Fundraising for Haiti earthquake relief has taken place in

most Island communities, ranging from individual efforts

to large events. On Pender Island, the band Big House

Voodoo held a benefit concert at Port Browning Marina

RTI from revious pageBC Ferries, following its policy of leading the world in
innovation, is quietly equipping Coastal Inspiration to be
the first Remotely Operated Ferry (ROF) in service
anywhere. The work is being carried out at the Esquimalt
Graving Dock, under heavy security. The facility is often
used for work on Royal Canadian Navy ships, and British
Columbis Ferry Service officials feel that it is an ideal site
for this ground-breaking technical project.

The need for an ROF arose after extensive study of the
sinking of the Queen of the North; it was eventually
concluded that the cause of the grounding was ‘the
personnel on the bridge’. A search of records for all
previous ferry incidents, going back fifty years, showed
that in each case, there had been personnel on the bridge
at the time, confirming management’s conclusion.

A Radical Idea
Thus the radical idea was born that ultimate safety on the
ferries could be achieved by running the vessels with no
crew whatsoever. It was reasoned that if the absence of
humans on the bridge could improve navigational safety,
then eliminating the deck crew could eliminate accidents
when loading and unloading the vessel, completely
automating the cafeteria would cut out any problems with
food services, and eliminating the engineering staff would
halt any problems with the engines and other systems.

BC Ferries’ financial staff could also see significant
potential cost savings, thus avoiding serious financial
problems. They felt that the ship conversion would be
preferable to an alternative ROF, a Remotely Operated
Finance department.

The Latest Technology
The technology for an ROF has only been developed in the
last few years. Drawing on the GPS and internet
innovations that have made possible BC Ferries’ vessel
tracking webpage, combined with control systems
developed for the operation of pilotless drones in the

Afghan war, and interfacing them with heavily digitized
automatic pilot, proximity warning systems, stealth
technology, and radar equipment drawn from aircraft
applications, the sophisticated systems on the Coastal
Inspiration will make it all possible. Announcements on
board will be made by a computerized voice messaging
system, as used by telephone companies throughout the
world.

The vessel will be controlled from a small, windowless
room on the top floor of BC Ferries’ headquarters. Since
the Coastal Inspiration is a double-ended ferry, two
operating consoles will be required, with two operators,
one to come and one to go. They will be cross-trained so
that either operator can operate the ferry in reverse if
required, a further safety precaution.

Top Secret
At the Esquimalt graving dock, the design and installation
teams have priority access to the military technology
involved, while being assured of absolute protection from
industrial or maritime espionage. A covering rumour
involving engine trouble is being circulated. Visiting
experts from other countries can be landed by submarine
without attracting attention.

The work will be completed on schedule and on budget,
neither of which has been published. It is possible that the
conversion to remote operation may be completed by
April 1st of this year, or if not, by April 1st, 2011.

The New BC Ferries
A new slogan for BC Ferries is being considered to succeed
‘Bringing you home for 50 years’. It is ‘BC Ferries—
completely crewless’.

As of April 1, out of respect for BC Ferries’ security
concerns, Island Tides have made no effort to confirm
any of the above; it is pure speculation. The union has
also not been consulted. 0

BCF developing first ROF~ April Primus

Coastal Inspiration (blue and white swoosh) tucked away behind navy ships in the CFB Esquimalt graving dock.

has come from Nissan who have invested heavily in

infrastructure to produce this car in the $25-30,000 range.

Technology, however, isn’t the issue, the greatest

obstacle to alternative transportation is our reluctance to

change old habits. Face it, you don’t really want to think

about yet another change. Lack of information and a

general reluctance to commit twenty or thirty thousand

dollars for something you feel you don’t want is reason

enough.

Humans beings do change but it usually takes a crisis

or a long time to initiate a new direction. We are adaptable

and in the long run we will always find a way to fulfill our

passion for locomotion. We could decide that this is the

year for change, or we could just wait another ten years

when gasoline is simply prohibitive and our grandchildren

ask why? 0

GO ELECTRIC from page 2
Gabriola’s previous application for a protected frequency

was rejected bcause of the Rogers application.

Said Ken Zakreski of Gabriola Radio: ‘For the time

being, 98.7FM is available to serve the community interest

with emergency 24/7 information;  local musical and

theatrical performances;  training and experience within

the broadcasting arts and sciences;  engaging public affairs

dialogue;  social and political debate;  interest groups, arts

and crafts news;  podcasts, internet audio streaming and

much more!’ 0

RADIO from page 1

Islands Trust opposes 
Raven Coal mine
The Islands Trust has expressed its concern about the
environmental effects of Compliance Energy’s proposed
Raven Coal mine, west of Buckley Bay on Vancouver
Island.

At an Island Trust Council meeting on Wednesday,
March 24, the following motion, put forward by Hornby
Island’s Tony Law, was passed unanimously:

‘That the Islands Trust Council request the Chair to
write to the Premier of British Columbia, the Minister of
State for Climate Change and the Minister of Energy and
Mines expressing opposition to the proposed Raven
Underground Coal Project, noting that the Islands Trust
and the Province of British Columbia are both signatories
to the British Columbia Climate Action Charter which
states that reducing green house gas emissions is a
common goal of the parties to the Charter and noting
concern about potential impacts to the environment of the
Trust Area.’ 0



D
aylight saving time’s longer afternoons give a boost to the rapidly lengthening days;
it feels like a new world as hail, rain and sun bounce around the sky and spring
critters appear. Our migrants’ return is also heartening.

Zip! Tzeet! Tzeet! Finally a hummingbird has arrived at the farm and found our
rampantly blooming redcurrant. Because of our early spring, I was getting worried that the
hummingbirds’  return and the blossoms’ nectar weren’t going to coincide this year! 

Violet-green swallows have been swooping around the house in the very early morning
and the brown bats are out of hibernation and have the late evening patrol. 

A laying-hen carcass, lugged out to the closest sidehill,  attracted, within the hour, the
first two turkey vultures I have seen this year. By the next day fluff and feathers were all that
remained. 

Narvaez Bay Road has a mother grouse that I just caught out of the corner of my eye
while driving by; last year I saw her in the exact same bend in the road with six hatched
chicks.  

Lambing
Campbells’ have had an extraordinary lambing year. They
have over 100 lambs with very few bottle-babies and a low
mortality rate with lambs and ewes. Several portable corrals
have been set with waterers and grain and hay racks to deal
with the overload.  

The pace is a lot less hectic now that the lambs are born
and the constant checking on ewe and lamb is over.  Jacques
is well helped by her sister Nan, brother Tom, the long-time
experience of parents Jim and Lorraine, and several ‘Woofers’
from World Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms (WOOF).
The WOOF  program was developed to support farmers who
run organic farms.  It is intended both to help farmers and to
be a cultural exchange. 

For $40 a year, people from all over the world get on a
listing, registering to work or to host workers. The host farmer
provides the worker with housing, three meals a day, and
organizes two days off each week. In return, the host gets 5-
6 hours of work each day.  
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LAND & WATER ACT:

NOTICE OF

INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A 

DISPOSITION OF 

CROWN LAND
Take notice that William Noble

and Helen Noble of Galiano

Island, British Columbia, intend

to make application to Integrated

Land Management Bureau

(ILMB), West Coast Service Center

for a Dock on Provincial Crown

Land located at Whaler Bay,

Galiano Island.

    The file numbers established

for this application are:  ILMB file

number: 1413849 ; FCBC file

number 10100-30/37128. Written

comments regarding this

application should be directed to

the Section Head at 142-2080

Labieux Road, Nanaimo, BC,

V9T6J9 or emailed to:

authorizingagency.nanaimo@gov.

bc.ca. Comments will be received

by ILMB until May 15, 2010.

ILMB may not be able to consider

comments received after this date.

Please visit our website at

http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca under

the link: Applications and

Reasons for Decision for more

information.

    Be advised that any response to

this advertisement will be

considered part of the public

record. For information contact

the Freedom of Information

Advisor at Integrated Land

Management Bureau’s regional

office.

Photo: Henny Schnare, www.henny.ca

Hummingbird Triptych

Saturna Notes~ Priscilla Ewbank

All through the six major weeks of lambing, Jacques had the assistance of three
woofers from urban Germany: Isabelle and Jan who arrived off the ferry on the same
day and later, Lisa. These 20-year-olds wanted to travel in between high school and
higher education.

Besides being competent and enthusiastic at the Campbell Farm and fitting right
into family life, the Woofers joined Saturna’s Line Dancing Group and participated
in community functions and dinners, helping out with clean-up. 

Woofers at work on Saturna: Isabelle, Jan, Lisa.

SATURNA, please turn to page 10

Resort in late January resulting in a community effort which sent almost

$10,000 to Haiti.

Students at Dwight International School (DIS) in Shawnigan Lake

raised more than $1,600 for the Haiti earthquake relief effort in a one-

day fund-raising event held February 12. The money raised by the

students was donated to UNICEF and was eligible for matching funds

from the Canadian government, bringing the total value of their work to

nearly $3,300. Dwight International School students organized all the

fund-raising activities, including an assembly describing the situation in

Haiti, sales of candy-grams and origami hearts, musical performances by

senior students, and a non-uniform day. 

DIS also featured a fundraising initiative in Duncan the same night.

With the help of the Duncan community, they raised another $3,000 for

Haitian relief efforts through a potluck dinner, silent auction, bake sale,

and music performances.

Salt Spring artist Judith Currelly has family living in Haiti and will

there visiting in March. She raffled work with fellow artists Babs O’Brien

and Galiano potter Sandra Dolph. The draw for Currelly’s 3 Ravens,

OBrien’s hand-painted, chiffon kimono-style jacket and devore satin scarf

in Sandra’s exquisite ceramic wall relief ‘Two Fish at Sea’ took place on

March 21.

Funds raised from the raffle will go to Les Centres Gheskio

www.gheskio.org an organization aimed at reducing HIV/AIDS in Haiti.

Les Centres Gheskio has set up two emergency hospitals (they lost their

TB hospital in the earthquake) and are operating a refugee camp for

victims who lost their houses, providing food, water, sanitation, medical

services, activities, and the like. 

Currelly is also Executive Director of The Unibank Foundation, which

works with Gheskio and other organizations to facilitate their relief effort.

The Unibank Foundation is seeking donations to assist with importing,

financial transactions, and logistics. Gheskio needs practical items for

which are often difficult to find funding—like wheelbarrows, shovels,

disinfectants, sprayers, sleeping bags, barbed wire, plates, knives, forks,

spoons, ground sheets, etc. The Unibank Foundation puts donations to

work and adds an amount to the donation, while taking no overhead

expenses at all. This way, more than 100% of each donation goes directly

to the area of greatest need, guaranteed.

Finally, more than 100,000 Canadian youth including many from

coastal island communities are participating in the World Vision ‘30 Hour

Famine’ on April 16. ‘Doing the famine’ youth go without food for 30 hours

and learn about issues resulting from poverty in order to better

understand what the world’s most vulnerable go through on a daily basis. 

The goal this year is to raise $5 million. Funds raised from this

campaign will go towards Haiti relief and recovery efforts as well as other

development projects. Visit www.worldvision.ca/30hrFaminenews.

Child Poverty ~ Jill Moran
Our province has a global reputation for social harmony, and our

government boasts that BC is ‘the best place on earth to live’ but most

British Columbians don’t know that BC has the highest child poverty rate

in Canada. A group of BC musicians, performers and filmmakers who are

RTI from page 7

RTI, please turn to page 14

WHALER BAY
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WILDERNESS
C O M M I T T E E

Find out what you can do to save 
Bute Inlet and hundreds of BC’s rivers 
from poorly planned, environmentally 
destructive power projects and why we 
need to produce clean power the right way.

MC’d by Vicky Husband of Watershed 
Watch. Speakers include Greenpeace 
founder Rex Weyler, George Heyman 
of Sierra Club, Gwen Barlee and Joe Foy 
of the Wilderness Committee, with a slide 
show by Friends of Bute Inlet.

RIVERS AT RISK

Bute Inlet
saving

GENERAL
ELECTRIC

from

APRIL 6TH

7:00-9:00 PM
HERITAGE HALL
3102 Main Street

Vancouver

Sponsored by:
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On the first Sunday of spring, I was lucky
to be on Galiano Island among those
present for a conference on the imperative
to grow healthy local food. 

Keynote speaker was Salt Spring Island
poet and rebel farmer (or farmer and rebel
poet?) Brian Brett. His book Trauma
Farm is emerging to be, to sane
agricultural policy, what Silent Spring was
to raising awareness of pesticides. His
observations were echoed by other farmers
through the day. 

In Trauma Farm, Brian Brett writes
about ‘progress traps’.  The term, he says,
was coined in A Short History of Progress
by fellow Salt Spring Islander Ronald
Wright. Referring to weapons technology,
Wright used the term to describe a
narrowness of focus that leads to logical
failure. 

Brian Brett’s talks of progress traps in
relation to the industrialization of
agriculture. Brian writes: ‘Progress traps
are what happens when scientists and
health officials convince themselves that
they can control the natural world within
whose glow we walk.’

Since reading Trauma Farm, I have
been spotting modern agriculture
examples of ‘progress traps’ at an alarming
rate. From local organic growers on the
Saanich Peninsula, I heard about the latest
rules for organic growers in California. To
control that pesky natural world, organic
farming is being converted into something
alien to the earth.  The FDA wants the food
grown in ‘safe’ conditions.  The threat that
field mice or other critters that might bring
disease or feces within the rows of lettuce
has resulted in a requirement that several

metres on all sides of the field be converted
to a dead zone—herbicided out of existence
so that no living creature can cross that
barrier to contaminate the crop. Trapped
by their own crazed logic and the idea that
the natural world must be brought to heel,
the FDA will undo one of the essential
virtues of organic growing—that it is
compatible with the biodiversity that
surrounds it.

The most chilling of industrialized
agricultures progress traps may be the
Enviro-pig. These pigs are being raised in
isolation at the University of Guelph in
hopes that they will be approved for
human consumption. The problem
Enviro-pigs are supposed to solve is water
pollution from hog manure. 

Due to the latest craze in inhumane
treatment of pigs: raising tens of thousands
of animals in single barns—indoors for
their whole lives in cages over metal slotted
floors—a new water pollution threat has
been created. Liquid hog manure in the
millions of gallons is being created in these
mega-hog factories across Canada. The
‘disposal method’ is to spray the hog
manure on farm fields as fertilizer. But the
liquid hog manure is rich in phosphorus.
The over-fertilizing effect of this manure in
water courses causes eutrophication,
choking the life out of lakes and rivers. 

A sensible solution would be to return
to more traditional ways of raising hogs. I
met one farmer in Saskatchewan who had
found an ideal solution, even in settings
where thousands of animals are raised in
the same barn.  Allow pigs to move indoors
and outdoors and have cement floors

Photo: Brian Haller

Mayne Island daffodills herald the spring.

Spring is here!

Galiano Community Food Programme’s  ‘From Table to Field’  Conference

The next ‘greener’ revolution:’ challenging
the industrialized food model ~ Elizabeth May 

GALIANO CONFERENCE, please turn to page 10



uniting Islands—big and small. It costs a
lot to keep a regional newspaper going! 

Voluntary Subscriptions help
keep all this great news coming!

Did something in this edition:
• inform you?

• pique your interest?

• amuse you?

• give you a warm, fuzzy feeling?

• make a good you contact for you?

• find you an opportunity?

• inspire you to take action?

• make a conversation topic?

• find you a good buy or service?

If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our yellow
free boxes located across the Strait of Georgia

and from Victoria to Campbell River or, if you read
online, you can show your support and appreciation

by mailing a voluntary subscription of 

($25 + $1.25 gst = $26.25) to: 
Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0

(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You!
And a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you 

who have given subscriptions. Keep those lovely letters

coming, too. We paste them all in our scrapbooks! 
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Build your home for less.

Call 250-931-8881 www.linwoodhomes.com

Get a free plan book

• Your design or ours • Build anywhere
• Brand name building materials • Expert advice & support
• Assistance with budget • Extensive builder network

 

DOCK BUILDING COMPONENTS  
& ACCESSORIES 

Wholesale distributors to Contractors & DIY’s for over 40 years 
DEALER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE 

FOAM-FILLED 
FLOATATION 

MOLDED & CUSTOM 

DOCK & DECK BOXES 

 FLOATATION 
 DOCK KITS 
 FRAME HDW. 
 LADDERS 
 BUMPERS   
 CLEATS 
 GALV. STEEL 

FRAMES 
 DECKING   
 &  MORE 

 MOORING, MARKER & REGULATORY 
BUOYS FOAM - FILLED 

TM

1-800 -665- 4499
“If It Flows - We Go With It !” 

They told me they appreciated the welcoming
community of Saturna and being a part of Campbell’s
family life and getting to see and be a hands-on part of a
working farm.  Sheep need feeding and watering twice a
day and during the intense lambing period require much
observation. Seeing birth and death, working border
collies, driving the tractor, moving sheep, cattle, and
horses, and fence repairs were all in a day’s work. 

Woofers may stay
with their hosts for a
week or months. For
our small Gulf Island
farms, such assistance
is invaluable in
keeping them viable
and providing us all
with the variety of
homegrown meats,
vegetables and herbs
that we relish. On
Saturna, Campbell’s
Farm and Flora
House’s Breezy Bay
Organic Herbs each
host six to eight
workers a year and are very pleased with the program.

Easter Next
Easter vacation is coming to the Gulf Islands following
right on the heels of the schools’ Spring Break. The March
Hare and his Spring Consort will be holding the annual
Winter Cove Easter Egg Hunt open to all, large and small
on Easter Sunday at 10am sharp. To the wonderment of

all, the soft green grass is littered with eggs! 
This wonderful get-together was  started twenty years

or so by Sam Nelson who passed on the March Hare’s salal
crown to acolytes John McBride and Val Embree. The
occasion has an ad hoc momentum of  Easter Bunny
assistants, goodie-bringers and ex-children bringing their
children! 

Last year, rainy and cold, was the shortest hunt on
record, hopefully the sun
will shine and the
huntergatherers will have
leisure to thoroughly
search the area while
spectators chat, drink
warming beverages, and
munch on Easter
Morning goodies.

Jon’s Health
Challenge

Our family sends a huge
‘thank you’ to all of our
friends throughout the
Islands and the ferry
crews who have sent

cards and phoned to offer support and share their concern.
Small Islands are capable of love and are not afraid to
speak of love and to manifest it. 

‘This is a wild ride’ said a dear friend who is walking the
same path of realigning our lives to a new vision and
version of health, due to the replication of body cells that
have no purpose—cancer. Life and change is so much
easier when you know you are loved. 0

SATURNA from page 8

covered in alfalfa.  Collecting the manure and alfalfa from
the floor and composting it created safe, non-noxious
compost. 

But those caught in progress traps are not likely to think
alfalfa represents a solution when the brave new world of
bio-engineering is within our reach. So Enviro-pig was
born. It is a transgenic pig, with genetic material from
Ecoli bacteria spliced into its DNA, reducing phosphorus
in manure by up to 65%. Environment Canada has
approved continuing work at the University of Guelph. It
is still a long way from isolation facilities in Guelph to the
hotdog at the Fall Fair, but proponents of Enviro-pig are
sold on its benefits.

Against this mad, mad world stand a growing band of
farmers, activists, and citizens (with a nod to Salt Spring
Island’s John Wilcox, another speaker, who spoke out in
frustration at having the actions of responsible citizens
denigrated as ‘activists.’) This movement is growing across
Canada—motivated for health, slow food, low-carbon
strategies, food security, protection of biodiversity, and
healthy sustainable communities.

The Galiano Island conference “From Table to Field”
(sponsored by the Galiano Community Food Programme)
attracted over 80 people from every one of the southern
Gulf Islands and from the Saanich Peninsula and Victoria.
The number of innovations, workable models and creative
experimentation was breath-taking and inspiring.  

People are trying out various models to find housing for
people willing to work on farms: to give young people
access to land to grow food on land owned by older people
or by those who may not have the time or inclination to
put good agricultural land to use. All kinds of models

exist—cooperative growing efforts, leases and Community
Supported Agriculture. 

On Saturna, an olive growing effort is underway (see ad
page 15).  On Mayne, there is a growers association to
share training and labour. ‘Crop mobs’ may be the modern
version of a good old fashioned barn-raising.  The
networking and emailing, websites, tweets and twitters
can barely keep up with the proliferation of new groups,
new initiatives. All of the fertile burbling of the fervour for
growing healthy, local food suggests a social movement. It
is a peaceful revolution in the making. 

The 1960s ‘Green Revolution’ directed us into this
particular progress trap. It is premised on massive inputs
of fossil fuels, irrigation and chemicals. It has given us
more food. It has also given us mad cow disease, new
strains of avian flu, depleted soil, redundant trade. Its
primary beneficiaries are Cargill and Monsanto and other
transnationals.  The losers are farmers and eaters. 

The good news is that the failure of logic in the
industrialized food model will require that we shift to tasty
local food—and soon. And those places that already know
how to feed their communities will be miles ahead and can
show the way. 

Eat local healthy food, the life—and community—you
save may be our own.

Elizabeth E. May, O.C. is the leader of the Green Party,
and parliamentary candidate for Saanich Gulf Islands.
Ronald Wright’s A Short History of Progress, House of
Anansi Press was the basis for the 2004 Massey Lectures.
Trauma Farm, Brian Brett, D&M Publishers Inc; Galiano
Community Food Program can be contacted at:
www.galianofoodprogram.ca/contact. 0
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The Strathcona Regional District, meeting on March 24,
defeated, on fourth reading, a zoning amendment that
would have permitted Grieg Seafoods Ltd to create a new
salmon farm at Gunner Point in Sunderland Channel. An
accompanying motion that would bar consideration of any
further finfish farms until the federal government assumes
responsibility was also adopted.

The Regional District had required, on third reading of
the rezoning bylaw, several conditions, including a
commitment that the new farm be converted to closed
containment technology as soon as it is commercially
available. These conditions had not been met by Grieg. 

One major concern was that Sunderland Channel is an
important migration route for wild salmon, and netcage
salmon farms in the area have been blamed for infecting
wild fry with sea lice. 

The Regional Government also referred to a January
26, 2010 Supreme Court ruling, in the case of Morton

versus British Columbia, which found that the regulation
of finfish aquaculture is a federal responsibility. The Court
gave the provincial and federal governments until
December 10 this year to effect the transfer from
provincial to federal jurisdiction.

In the meantime, the Province has placed a
moratorium on new finfish aquaculture licenses and
tenures.

Accordingly, the Strathcona Regional District resolved
not to consider any further rezoning applications for
finfish aquaculture until the new federal regulatory regime
has been established.

Applause from CAAR
The Coastal Alliance for Agriculture Reform (CARR)
expressed its pleasure at the Strathcona Regional District’s
decision.

Gunner Point salmon farm halted; no more until federal
government takes over

SALMON FARMS please turn to page 14

LILA PARKS



I
n this part of the world March 24 will,
to borrow a phrase from Franklin
Delano Roosevelt, live in infamy; it’s

the anniversary of the Exxon Valdez oil
spill disaster that took place in Alaska’s
Prince William Sound in 1989. 

Enbridge Inc’s proposal to build a twin
pipeline from Alberta’s tar sands to the
north coast of British Columbia means we
could see supertankers, like the Exxon
Valdez, in our waters transporting oil to
hydrocarbon hungry markets abroad. The
two pipelines would run 1,170 kilometers
in length, between an inland terminal at
Bruderheim, Alberta and a marine
terminal near Kitimat, BC. This presents a
very significant threat to coastal marine
species and ecosystems, as well as to the
food supply and livelihoods of First
Nations and coastal communities.

Attaching a dollar value to the damage
that spilled oil does to marine ecosystems
is an impossible task. The cost of the Exxon
Valdez spill has been estimated at
$9.5billion, of which Exxon paid $1billion,

with US taxpayers footing the rest of the
bill.  

Does even that gigantic sum begin to
cover the value of a pod of killer whales
driven to extinction or the demise of a
coastal fishing community’s way of life?

The BC coast is a fragile archipelago

with a boundary between land and ocean
that changes by the hour, by the season and
over millennia.  The fragmented island and
inlet nature of this ecosystem, nourished
by the waters of the North Pacific, has
fostered more diversity of plants and
animals than occurs anywhere else in
North America. The assembly of iconic
animals like whales, dolphins, wolves, and
bears make the BC coast qualitatively
different from most other exceptional
places in the world. Distinctively, all these
mammals, together with another 120
species of birds, are tied to the sea.

However, the very thing that has
fostered this rich diversity also makes it
fragile. BC’s coastal ecosystem is an
ecological treasure of species that could be
lost in the blink of an eye. Twenty-seven
thousand kilometres of labyrinthine
seaboard place this web of diversity much
more at risk than its 900 kilometer length
(as the crow flies) would suggest.

Canadians may eventually conclude
that an oil corridor on the BC coast is more

important than the health of our
environment, or the wellbeing of the flora
and fauna that live there. The public,
however, should be properly and clearly
informed as to the risks and tradeoffs;
Raincoast Conservation Foundation’s just
released report ‘What’s At Stake—The cost

of oil on British Columbia’s priceless coast’
aims to do just that, because if the powers
-that-be get this one wrong, the penalty will
be costly.

Coastal First Nations executive director
Art Sterritt summed up the threat posed by
oil tankers: ‘The minute there is tanker
traffic, there is damage to a way of life.’ If
the Enbridge Northern Gateway pipeline is
constructed, oil tankers at least as big as the
Exxon Valdez would ply BC’s rocky
coastline daily. Twice a week, over
500,000 barrels of the world’s dirtiest oil

would be shipped out and condensate
shipped in. This prompts the question, is
the benefit to Alberta and the shareholders
of Enbridge Inc from supplying Asian and
American markets with oil worth the
gamble, if it means subjecting the BC coast
to the risk of a catastrophic spill?

Not surprisingly, the ocean, near-shore
environments, and coastlines of BC have
been degraded by human activities.  Many
marine mammals, land mammals, and
seabirds that rely on the marine
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“GET OUT MIGRATION”
A Human Migration to tell Ottawa Wild Salmon are Essential. 

GET Industrial Salmon Farms OUT of BC Waters.

When
April 22 EARTH DAY to May 9th MOTHER!S DAY

Who
You! Government needs to know how serious we are about wanting our wild 
salmon.  Alexandra Morton is making this migration with you.

Where
Vancouver Island. Beginning in Sointula then by boat/ferry to Port McNeill and 
Migrating South to the Victoria Parliament Buildings. See the website for updates 
on joining this migration or others that will meet up from mainland and other 
communities. 

www.SalmonAreSacred.org
All the following dates are not set in stone. 

Please check website for confirmation closer to event time.

Join the conversation on-line to help or bring an event to your community.!

Earth Day Start  April 22 - Broughton Archipelago/Alert Bay/Sointula

 April 23 - Port Hardy/Port McNeill, April 24 - Nimpkish Lake

April 25 - Zeballos Junction, April 26 - Woss, April 27- Sayward

April 28 - Quadra Island, April 29 - Campbell River/Courtenay/Comox, 

April 30 - Big Qualicum River/Parksville, May 1 - Port Alberni

May 2 - Nanaimo, May 3 - Ladysmith/Saltspring Island

 May 4 - Saltspring Island, May 5 - Duncan, MAy 6 - Bamberton

 May 7 - Sidney/Saanich. 

End of Migration May 8 - Victoria, May 9 - Victoria

OIL SPILL, please turn to page 15

It has been claimed that the mine will

employ 200 people at salaries approaching

$100,000 per year each, thus supporting

at least another 300 jobs in the area.

Meetings Question Mine
Impacts

But residents of the area have become

concerned about possible impacts of the

mine. Packed meetings have been held at

the Florence Filberg Centre in Courtenay

February 11; on Denman Island, March 15;

in Qualicum Beach March 16; and two

musical fundraisers were staged for

CoalWatch on February 27 and March 19. 

The mine is in the We Wai Kai First

Nation area, but, if the transportation of

the coal is included, it has the potential to

impact the territories of some 13 First

Nations.

How Large an Area?
Many concerns have been raised about the

mine proposal. An early assessment of its

potential suggested a yield of some 40% of

metallurgical coal, or 70% of thermal coal;

but at this point, firm figures are hard to

come by. 

While the mine’s ‘footprint’ has been

estimated by Compliance at some 200

hectares, over a 20-year period it could
generate some 7 million tons of waste rock,
say 4.6 million cubic metres, enough to
cover 200 hectares to a depth of 23 metres.
However, much of this waste could
possibly be put back in the mine workings,
so it is difficult to estimate the size of
tailings piles or ponds.

This has given rise to public concerns
about both groundwater and surface water
contamination, both from coal washing
and tailings piles. The possibility of
contamination of the Baynes Sound
shellfish farms (between Vancouver Island
and Denman Island) has also been raised.
And when the mine is finally abandoned,
concerns about land reclamation take
precedence.

This is all in addition to expectations of
noise and dust from the operation of the
plant, and the impact of some three 46-ton
trucks each way every hour, 24/7, for 20
years, on the highway to Port Alberni.

Finally, the Denman Island Local Trust
Committee raised an apposite question
when it commented that it was most
inappropriate to permit a new coal mine
when local governments throughout the
province were being asked to reduce
carbon emissions in their area. 0

COAL MINE from page 1

British Columbia’s coast in the balance
~ Chris Genovali, Paul Paquet and Misty MacDuffee

Photo: Ian Jansma/Raincoast Images

Pacific white-sided dolphin.

Photo:Nathan deBruyn/Raincoast Images

Orca whale.
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Because of the lack of farmyard manure, and
because men and women have seen the
disastrous results all over the world of not
adding organic matter to the soil, people are
turning to composting vegetable refuse. No
wise man today burns his rubbish.

W E Shelwell-Cooper, 1952, Principal of 
Royal Horticultural College London

It may be doubted whether there are any other
animals which have played so important a
part in the history of the world as these lowly
organized creatures.

A Short Paper on Earthworms—Charles Darwin, 1837

W
hen I was growing up our family garden
compost was a motley heap hidden in a corner
behind the lilacs. With little attention given to

its composition and no mixing it worked okay and
returned a small quantity of darkened humus to be
scattered around the roses each spring. Now for the past
thirty years I have had a two-bin composter which works
better. 

Garden, kitchen and chicken-house waste are deposited
on one side, with an occasional dusting of lime and
handfuls of earth. When bin one is nearly full the contents
are forked into bin two, in more or less reverse order, the
last addition on the bottom and some rich black stuff on
top. 

This regular mixing speeds up decomposition, reduces
the potential for anaerobic bacterial action that can cause

bad smells, and means less waiting time to use compost. 
I have read about people who store their composting

material in black garbage bags or barrels and roll them
around every week which seems like a lot of work to me.
And nowadays garden centers are selling fancy rotary
models with cranks and handles on the side all molded out
of what else—green plastic! These urban devices look
impressive but the capacity is actually quite small given
that you still need an air space in which to tumble your
garden ‘gold’ and they retail for about $500. I reckon I
would need at least four of the things to contain my load. 

Next week I will build a permanent three-bin compost
container out of concrete blocks on a pad and with air
spaces and drains. Bin one gets the raw material; when
that is full the stuff is tipped into bin two. Then from time
to time, bin two is tossed back and forth with bin three.
Low tech, low effort, low cost and the lilacs on either side
will love it.

In preparing beds for spring and summer use, remove
any aggressive weeds, nettles, thistles and such, dig the bed
over and spread several inches of black compost over the
top. Lightly dust with lime and bone meal and let it rest
for a couple of weeks. When you are ready to plant or sow,
gently fork the bed over to keep the compost near the
surface, and away you go. 

April is the month to plant out all the hardy vegetables
that you have raised in pots and flats under glass. Celery,
broccoli, cauliflower, and so on. Sow peas, carrots,
parsnips, and a small quantity of salad greens. Never sow

listed as an ‘operating subsidiary’ of Ocean Smart. Its
statutory filings state clearly that it relies on borrowed
money and equity sales to finance its continued operation. 

Problems with the scallop hatchery have include algae
blooms and water temperature, leading to poor survival
rates. The company’s filings with the US Securities
Exchange Commission state clearly: ‘Given our recent
operational history, it is likely that we will continue to
struggle to achieve positive cash flows in the near future.’

Its revenue comes from sales of scallop seeds and fresh
whole and shucked scallops, and it has recently completed
a sale of 800,000lbs of product through Fanny Bay Oyster
Co, a subsidiary of Taylor Shellfish Farms of Shelton,
Washington, one of the largest seafood marketers on the
US west coast.

Ocean Smart now owns Granscal Sea Farms Ltd, which
it purchased in November 2008, which operates a 100
acre scallop farm in Kanish Bay, at the north end of
Quadra Island. The former owner of Granscal, Les
Rombough, now has responsibility for developing the
partnership with the Cape Mudge First Nation band.

Ocean Smart has received loans from the Western
Economic Diversification Program ($392,000) and the
National Research Council Industrial Research Assistance
Program ($144,000), neither of which has been repaid.

Public Hearing Raises Many
Questions

The March 17 Public Hearing was well attended and also
received many letters and a petition. The hearing was
dominated by representatives of the We-Wai-Kai First
Nation, some from the Cape Mudge band, but many from
the Quinsam band in Campbell River. Many Quadra
Island residents were also present, and many more had
made submissions.

The hearing opened with brief introductions to the
proposed bylaw by chair Jim Abram and planner John
Neill. The first presentation was made by Rod Naknakim
from the Quinsam band, Acting Chief Negotiator for the
Laich-Kwii-Tach Treaty Society, who briefly reviewed the
long history of We-Wai-Kai treaty negotiations. The
various reserves, he said, were strategically placed by
Indian Affairs to give First Nations control over their
fisheries. In his overview of recent case law, he said that
the Strathcona Regional District had a duty to consult and
accommodate the First Nations, but that the Regional
District had no jurisdiction over the First Nations’
Territory. He stated that the zoning bylaw has no force and
effect over the We-Wai-Kai nation and further that the
We-Wai-Kai nation is participating in the rezoning process

only as a matter of courtesy and as a good faith gesture to
its neighbours.

(Among the written submissions, First Nations
contributed some 130 form letters and a petition with
some 148 signatures, all in favour of rezoning.)

Naknakim was followed by Dan Smith, a member of the
First Nations Summit Task Group, who appealed for
recognition of the We-Wai-Kai Nation’s rights to use its
traditional territories, approximately 28,000 square
kilometres. 

Opposition to the Rezoning
The major point made by opponents was that the rezoning
violated the provisions of Quadra’s Official Community
Plan, which stated specifically that aquaculture operations
were not to be sited adjacent to upland residential areas
or to the park. Some other objections were:

• the Sutil Channel area had been ruled ‘not advisable’
for shellfish farming, because it was vulnerable to strong
wind and wave action during southeast gales (Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands—Shellfish Culture Capability
Assessment). This was supported by comments that the
beaches on the east side of Quadra were often littered with
broken plastic shellfish farm hardware after a storm.

• the farm would be a hazard to navigation (a permit
under the federal Navigable Waters Protection Act would
be necessary). At its closest, it is about 350m offshore and
it extends as far as 1,100m into the channel.

• a provincial Parks policy holds that industrial uses
should not be permitted within 1km of the park.

• the site was directly opposite Paddy’s Lagoon, an
environmentally sensitive and publicly accessible
foreshore area, home to many species of birds and other
wildlife.

• the Pacific scallop is an invasive species and the long
term ecological effect of its introduction is unknown.
Scientists from the federal Department of Fisheries and
Oceans were reported to be currently working on a non-
reproducing hybrid which would pose less danger to the
local ecology.

• the farm would affect the riparian rights of foreshore
landowners, because it impeded their access to navigable
water. Upland owners reported that they had not been
consulted by the applicant.

• The farm would have an undesirable visual impact,
and operations would be labour intensive and potentially
noisy.

In addition to presentations at the hearing,
approximately 300 letters opposing the rezoning were
received by the Regional District. 0

SCALLOPS from page 1

Good Life Garden Calendar ~ Brian Crumblehulme

GOOD LIFE CALENDAR, please turn to next page 



ISLAND TIDES, Apr 1, 2010, Page 13

1 800 655 5574
WWW.PRECRAFTEDHOMES.COM    

AUTHENTIC PRE-CRAFTED HOME PACKAGES...
OF
DELIVERED AND INSTALLED.

 THE UTMOST QUALITY

THE ART & CRAFT OF SHELTERFCRA&TRRTAEHT

TIALUQTSTMOUHET
STALLNIND AED RELIVDE

FO
EDTFCRA-ERPCITNEHTUA

EMOHDETFCRAERP.WW.WW
47555560081   

    

   
   

     RETLEHSFOTF

YTTY
.EDSTALL

...SEGAKCAPPAEMOHED

MOC.SE
   

    

   
   

     

   
    

   
   

     

   
    

   
   

     

   
    

   
   

     

Island Tides newspaper is getting around this winter. We can’t claim to get this far each edition—but we do go a long way.

Vancouver’s Eric Roberts was visting the Old Dynasty step pyramid of Zoser at Saqqara, Egypt. Roberts was inspired by

the photo of Steve Wright with Island Tides above Everest Base Camp in our January 21 edition. Where’s next?

all your greens at once unless you are planning a salad
orgy. A small amount every three or four weeks is usually
ample. April is a wonderful time to be outside but do not
be tricked into thinking summer has arrived after a couple
of warm days. It is still far too early for hot weather plants
such as beans and corn. But it is not too early to sow
squash, melons, and cucumber two to a pot in the
greenhouse for planting out in May. 

Most of the fruit trees are in bud now so it’s too late for
pruning except perhaps to thin-out any tangled or broken
branches being very careful not to damage the fruiting
buds or you will lose your crop. 

It is not too late, though, to spray trees and bushes. On
a dry day with no wind you can spray apples, plums and
peaches with lime-sulfur or dormant oil to deter bugs and
mildew. The ingredients are naturally occurring minerals
that will improve the condition of the soil— but do not
spray trees in bloom because you can kill bees that way.     

Mid-April is usually a good time to sow hardy annual
flowers, either in a flower garden or between rows of
vegetables. I like to encourage some of these annuals to
naturalize. This year, after a mild winter, the California
poppies, calendulas and nasturtiums are already shooting
up. Last year I saved some seed of dimorphotheca and
cosmos to which I add red flax (linum) and marigolds
(Tagetes tenuifolia ‘Lemon Gem’ looks pretty, is
reasonably drought resistant and has a wonderful
fragrance). 

A note of ecology: when they are damaged many
vegetables and bedding flowers give off an aroma that
attracts slugs and these mollusks can clean out an entire bed

in one night, with or without ketchup. It is always better to
sow seeds directly in the ground they are to grow in.

April Recipes
April is egg season and our chickens are laying like there’s
no tomorrow. Free-range, weed-fed chickens produce low
cholesterol eggs that are a meal in themselves. For stove-
top cooking I prefer to use a good quality heavy iron pan.
The thick iron distributes the heat evenly and because it is
porous it soaks up the butter and olive oil to create a non-
stick surface so you don’t have to fret about scraping off
and eating the Teflon coating. 

Escoffier has a hundred recipes for eggs in the French
tradition including such gems as poached with truffles and
cream, poached in port, with chestnut puree, and truffle
omelet with foie gras. Mrs Beeton on the other hand has a
mere 32 recipes for soufflés including chocolate, oyster,
rabbit, and smoked haddock!

Basic Omelets:
butter or olive oil
2 eggs per serving, fresh or, even better, 48 hours-old
a spoon full of milk or light cream
your favourite cheese
Chopped tomatoes, mushrooms, whatever
fresh chopped herbs (chives, chervil, fennel, basil...)
salt & pepper

Heat the pan to medium high, punch down the toast.
Crack the eggs and cream into a narrow bowl and beat
until just blended, do not over-beat. Put a dab of butter in
the pan. It should sizzle but not turn brown. Pour in the
egg mix and wait for about one minute until the edges are

cooked. Gently add the filling to one side, cover and turn
the heat down to medium. Pour the tea and butter the
toast. After about three minutes gently insert a spatula
under the omelet and slide it onto a warm plate folding it
as you go. Never promise more omelets than you have
omelet pans or yours will be cold before you can sit down. 

Soufflés:
2 separated eggs per person
butter
some smoked haddock, salmon, kippers—what have you
cayenne, black pepper to taste

Turn the oven on to 425ºF. Mash the fish into a paste with
a dash of butter then beat in the yolks and pepper. Whisk
the whites until stiff. Fold the fish paste into the whites and
gently pour into a mold. Bake hot for about 20 minutes
then lower the temperature to 375 for another 10 minutes.
Make your guests sit down and pour the wine before you
serve with hot buttered toast and asparagus tips.

Chocolate Crepes:
A Tbsp butter
1 oz unsweetened chocolate
1 ½ cups milk
2 eggs
1 cup flour

In a double boiler or heavy pan melt the butter and
chocolate stirring constantly. Add half the milk and stir
well. Pour into a blender with the remaining milk and eggs.
Blend and gradually add enough flour until light and
creamy. 

Heat an egg pan until fairly hot, add a dab of butter and
pour in  about ¼ cup of batter. Immediately tilt the pan to
spread the batter around to all sides. Cook for two minutes
or until just set on the top. Turn and cook for one more
minute. Slide onto a warm plate, cover and repeat the
process. 

The Sauce:
2 Tbsp butter
grated rind of 2 oranges
Juice of 2 oranges
¼ cup sugar
pinch of cornstarch
¼ cup brandy

Place all the ingredients except the brandy in a saucepan,
heat and stir until smooth. Add the brandy (Hennessey if
you will). Pour the sauce over the crepes and serve with
lashings of whipped cream and espresso. 0

Photo: Derek Holzapfel

Week-old spring lambs at Whalewych Farm, South Pender.

GOOD LIFE CALENDAR from previous page

drilling the islands since 1965

1-800-746-7444 ssi: 250-537-8456

www.drillwell.com         drill@drillwell.com

• Water Wells

• Hydrofracturing
to improve Well yields

• drilling for geosource

What is a 
property worth
without water?
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Call today for your complimentary
hearing test and take the first step
toward better hearing. 250-537-4446

Offer valid on private sales of qualifying hearing aids only between February 22 – April 30, 2010. Gift cards will be distributed after 90-day trial period.
Not applicable with any other offer. See clinic for details. Registered under the Hearing Aid Act (BC).

Ganges: 241 Lower Ganges Road

Receive a $200 HBC gift
card when you purchase a
pair of hearing aids.

Hear what you’ve been missing
and get the whole story.

Many people in my generation, those 50 and older, having
heard dire warnings about the future of planet earth, often
feel both responsible and helpless to take meaningful
action. So here’s a project that is local but has global effects.
It’s tangible, visible, earthy, and one that promises to create
positive social and environmental outcomes for the
community. It’s all about food.

Pender Island has recently formed a society whose goal
is to acquire farmland to be held in perpetuity for the benefit
of the community. The community farmland acquisition
project has a vision of a farmland trust that will produce
local healthy food, increase food security and reduce the

carbon footprint. It will
provide access to farmland
for a new generation of
young farmers, preserve
local farming knowledge
and provide opportunities
for local farming research. It
will also create possibilities
for food-related small businesses as well as educational,
social and cultural programs for the local community.

The combined experience of PICFAPS’s board members
includes backgrounds in horticulture, biology, building,

Build your Dream • Build it Green

Prefab custom home packages • Qualified builders available • Visit one of our island show homes • Off grid options

866-352-5503 www.mandalahomes.com info@mandalahomes.com

A Truly Island Home

Pender farmland acquisition~ Elizabeth Montague For every unit of energy recovered from plants, industrial agriculture expends 6
to 10 units in fossil fuels … converting fossil fuels to food with a net loss in the

conversion. This cannot continue, since the resources that support this style of
agriculture are non-renewable and in increasingly short supply. 

—David Suzuki, Sacred Balance: Rediscovering our Place in Nature, 2007

Learn the origins of the food you buy, and buy the food that is produced closest
to your home. The idea that every locality should be, as much as possible, the

source of its own food makes several kinds of sense. The locally produced food supply
is the most secure, freshest, and the easiest for local consumers to know about and
to influence.

—Wendell Berry,’The Pleasures of Eating’ from What Are People For?, 1990

public relations, marketing, small business, farming and

gardening. The broader membership brings a wide range

of interests and expertise in the following areas: fruit and

nut orchards, olive groves, bee-keeping, native plant

nursery, herbs and herbal preparations, and green building

techniques. Like the many other community farms in BC,

the Pender Island community farm will be shaped by the

unique needs, interests and participation of our community.

But first, we need to acquire the farm.

The big news is this: right now, PICFAPS has the

opportunity to purchase a prime farmland property in the

Spalding Valley on South Pender Island. This is a rare,

sunny 42.9 acre piece on agricultural reserve land that is

mostly cleared and level. The farm is deer-fenced and has

abundant water, an orchard and several small farm

buildings, including a newly-refurbished mobile home, as

well as an array of tools, materials and equipment that

would be essential to our program.

However, the window of opportunity is small. The

farmland acquisition project must raise a large portion of

the purchase price in the next two months or lose our

chance at this special property. To date, we have received

some grant funding, several smaller donations and one

generous offer of 18% of the asking price as an interest-free

loan to secure this property.

The farmland acquisition project  is seeking donations

of any amount. Contributions are tax-deductible. If we

cannot meet the deadline for this property, donations will

be used to purchase a different farmland property at a

future time. The acquisition of farmland on Pender Island

is the goal and our efforts will continue.

For Pender residents, sojourners and friends who long

to leave a meaningful legacy and optimize their

contributions towards a healthy future for children and

grandchildren, as well as themselves, this project provides

a wonderful opportunity.

Time is short and PICFAPS is reaching out to you.

Donations of any size are welcome. For more information,

please contact: Sue Bailey, sbaileyonpender@shaw.ca;

Elizabeth Montague lizmontague@gmail.com, or Matilda

te Hennepe at 250-629-3829, matildath@hotmail.com.

Visit our website at: www.penderislandweb.com/farm/. 0

deeply troubled that almost 1 in 5 children in British

Columbia continue to live in poverty  have produced a

music video, ‘Child Poverty in BC—The Best Place on

Earth’. The was project initated by led by Dyan Dunsmoor

Farley of Gabriola Island. 

According to First Call BC, almost 20% of BC’s kids and
their families live below the official low income cutoff, and
most poor families are $10,000 below the cutoff. BC has
had the country’s highest child poverty rate six years in a
row, while simultaneously reporting budget surpluses. 

The hope is that this video will go ‘viral’ and send a
strong message to the provincial government. View:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HALzrqE7l4k&featur
e=player_embedded. The link to the video will be sent to
BC MLAs and Canadian MPs. 0

RTI from page 8

‘This decision is the first step in reducing the burden on

wild salmon not only from this area, but all juvenile

salmon that migrate through the northern Georgia Strait,’

said Michelle Young of Georgia Strait Alliance. ‘There is

great concern that Fraser River sockeye may be infected

with lice from net-cage salmon farms in this area, so it is

essential that the regional government continue to act to

restrict the proliferation of open net-cages on a migration

route of so many important salmon runs.’

Will Soltau of Living Oceans Society commented, ‘We

commend the SRD for exercising their responsibility to

protect the marine environment from net-cage salmon

farms, consistent with the expressed concerns of their

constituents and their call for both provincial and federal

governments to transition the salmon farming industry to

closed containment technology.’ 0

SALMON FARMS from page 10
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AUTOMOTIVE HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

FREE!
Scrap Car,

Truck, Bus &
Equipment  
REMOVAL

No Wheels?
No Problem!
gulf islands • victoria

sooke • sidney • duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope

Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing

- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

250-652-0599
www.flynn.ca

D. A. SMITHSON &
SONS

Well Drillers
250-539-5252
250-478-6937
dasons@telus.net
www.smithsondrilling.com

Standing Seam
metal Roofing
foR WateR

ColleCtion SyStemS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE

SHAKE & SHINGLE

Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

L

A
NC
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NROOFING 
Ltd.

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

Fax 250-383-2198

MARINE
WAHL MARINE LTD.

135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

30 years experience

dock building & repair

pile driving & drilling

aluminum gangways & ramps

wood piers & wood floats

crane barge service & towing

mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

On Time & On Budget

• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings 

• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

250-537-9710
www.islandmarine.ca

FOR RENT

HOUSING

North Pender Island. Oceanfront
home for rent or purchase. 1.18
acres, hot tub, electric gate. 2
suites. Rent 5 bedrooms, 3-bath or
1-2 bedrooms, 1 bath. Furnished.
Excellent condition. See
www.penderislandserenity.com 604-
807-5999.

Rent
Quality�Pre-Owned�
Cars�&�Minivans

www.gsaautorentals.com

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788

terry@gsaautorentals.com

Book�with�the�best!
Pick-Up��from�

Swartz�Bay�FerryTerminal�&�

Victoria�Airport

Monthly�from�$625

Weekly�from�$205
Mention�this�ad��for�discount

GSA�Auto�Rentals�

lEgal and EnginEEring survEys

R.L. JOHNS

LAND SURVEYING LTD.

• site plans • Building layouts  

• subdivisions • repostings
• surveyors certificates 
• Easements and rights of Way

Serving Saanich PeninSula

& The gulf iSlandS

Ron Johns, BCLS, CLS   
250-658-9515

cell: 250-882-9515
johns.rljohns@shawcable.com

Salt Spring Island. BlueAir 205C
Hepasilent Air Purifier. High-end, very
quiet operation. Helps with allergies,
asthma, & environmental
sensitivities. Like new. Includes
replacement filter. $375.
redochre@shaw.ca, 250-931-7899. 

Mayne Island. 1995 Saturn SL2, 4-
door, dark blue. 5-speed manual
trans, A/C, AM/FM cassette, cruise
control, electric windows, tilt wheel,
immobilizer. $1,400. 604-250-7259. 

Pender Island. 30” GE electric range
250-629-3244.

Salt Spring Island. Australian
Aboriginal art. Pintubi Dreamtime
paintings. Acrylic on Belgian linen.
Authenticity certificates.  Andy 250-
931-7899, redochre@shaw.ca. 

Saturna Island. ESSE gas range,
LPG/natural gas. Highly efficient 36”
European ‘cooker style’. Navy blue
enamel, cast iron cooktop, 2 ovens.
As new condition. New cost $8,000;
asking $3,200. 250-539-3500.

Saturna Island. 9' wooden lapstrake
rowing dinghy by K. Douglas
Boatworks #1100, spoon-shape oars,
canvas cover, white hull, wood
interior. Great to row, a lovely boat.
$1,900.  250-539-9920

V. I. Hay Sales. Beautiful 1st & 2nd
cut Orchard Grass, 2nd cut Alfalfa
& Straw. Please call for pricing.
Delivery available. 250-248-7507

FOR SALE

specializing in… 
pvc deck membranes &
aluminum railings for

sundecks, garage decks
and roofdecks.

call dave Woode
contracting:

250-537-2990 or 
1-800-804-6288

servicing the gulf islands

MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of
School Trustees will be held at
Pender Island School, Wednesday,
April 14 commencing at 1pm. To view
the agenda for this meeting:
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html
Public Welcome!  

Property Maintenance and
Landscaping. Yard and garden, wood
and stone, odd jobs and clean-ups.
Saanich Peninsula. Tim 250-857-3677

Island Wide Painting and Home
Renovations. WCB and Liability
insured. Offering painting and
renovation services. Quality
workmanship. Please call Rick 250-
954-3942 or 250-951-6392

ATTRACTIONS

Salt Spring Island. Sunset House
Independent living for seniors. Five
suites to choose from. Meals,
tea/coffee all day, linen laundry, and
more. Contact 250-537-8560 or
lucchime@hotmail.com 

Quadra Island getaway cabin for 2.
Private, Panoramic, Peaceful
www.lunavista.ca
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Grow olives in BC!
S.O.C. is the only supplier
of olive tree varieties that 
will reliably produce fruit
crops on the south coast.

www.olivetrees.ca
info@olivetrees.ca

250.539.3758

 

MOORINGS
INSTALLED •SERVICED

MAINTAINED

Chris West 

Dive Services

250-888-7199
250-538-1667

cdwest@telus.net

P.S. … Crofton has a great
little book store

Open at 6 am Daily

250-246-1977
1578 Joan Ave, Crofton

Ocean Soul

Book Caffé 
New and Used

Books

Advertise: 250-629-3660 

Advertise: 250-629-3660 

Your FREE WORD AD

250-629-3660

islandtides@islandtides.com

REAL ESTATE
Paradise on Pender Island 

Ellen 250-629-3437 
PropertyGuys.com

ID#192167

• prized southwest facing 
• 160+ ft  waterfront 
• 1.23 acres
• 2460 sq ft + 470 deck 
• 3+ BR and 2 full bath
• mature orchard, forest, 
garden, greenhouse

$950,000

GETAWAYS

environment for their livelihood are already burdened by
petroleum-based pollutants. Some of these stressed
species such as certain whale species are already
genetically compromised; the result of being driven to near
extinction by a century of commercial exploitation and
persecution. With lowered genetic diversity (from
bottlenecking), the ability of coastal species to respond or
adapt to additional disturbance is greatly reduced.

Add to this the implications of a rapidly disappearing
food-base, resulting from overfishing, destruction of habitat,
and a warming ocean. Alarmingly, these changes are
occurring faster than we can understand them, although it
is clear that further disruptions could be disastrous,
especially when combined with a major oil spill. 

By themselves these cumulative trends have serious
consequences but ongoing climate change is creating
further and unpredictable disturbances. Ocean
environments might already be approaching a threshold
where established ecological systems lose their resiliency
and begin to unravel. Climate change could be the catalyst
that tips the already fragile balance. Ironically, the choice to
lift BC’s oil tanker moratorium and approve the pipeline
would only contribute to the disruption.

Given the diminished and fragile condition of our coastal
environment, we need to begin treating the ocean as an
unhealthy patient in desperate need of care. We know that
the primary problem is chronic unsustainable use and
abuse, so our focus now must be to halt, slow, and reverse
destructive activities, while eliminating the possibility of any
new threats. 

The bottom line is that the 35-year-old ‘now-you-see-it-
now-you-don’t’ federal moratorium on oil tanker traffic

must be legislated and codified into law.
In this same vein, changes to fisheries management and

securing habitat protection could rebuild the region’s more
than 2,500 salmon runs.  Using an ecosystem perspective,
these salmon runs could then be managed to sustain
terrestrial species, such as coastal grizzly bears and wolves,
that earn part of their living from the sea. Although the
debate over salmon management in this province is
complex and contentious, the discussion could be rendered
moot in the event of a major oil spill. Alaska’s Prince William
Sound had the ‘advantage’ of salmon populations that were
trending upward when the Exxon Valdez disaster hit; the
coast of BC faces a preset disadvantage with salmon
populations in decline.

Raincoast’s concerns are not new, nor are the
environmental degradation, biodiversity loss, and pending
threats that have precipitated them. They are, however, a
powerful argument in favour of urgent action to counter
these perils. 

Changing the way we manage humans and their
activities might be enough to give our tired maritime
environment the reprieve needed to recover and become
healthy once again. We are poised at a crossroads.  Polling
on which direction to follow shows that, for most British
Columbians, the preferred path is an oil-free coast. The
question remains, however, whether those within
government, who will determine the fate of BC’s coast,
recognize exactly what’s at stake.  Maybe more importantly,
do they care?

Chris Genovali is executive director of Raincoast
Conservation Foundation, Paul Paquet is its senior
scientist, and Misty MacDuffee is a biologist with
Raincoast’s wild salmon program. 0
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fund, without any need to increase our 2010 requisition
(the money PARC receives annually from taxpayers). Total
cost for the purchase is estimated at $650,000;  $604,500
for the land and the remainder for the necessary permits,
tests, applications, taxes, etc.

The parcel of land  is well suited to sports fields. Nearly
half of the 50 acre property will be used for sports fields,
with the remainder left unchanged. Nor will many trees
need to be removed because the centre portion, where two
soccer fields, four baseball diamonds, a tennis court,  plus
change rooms and parking will be located, is fairly open.
Trees on the steeper north side and on the south portion
will remain untouched, and a trail may connect to
Burgoyne Bay Provincial Park. A community garden is also
a possibility. A 20m perimeter buffer is proposed.

Acquisition of a large area for sports fields in the Fulford
area was first identified as highly desirable in the 1994
Official Community Plan. Now, finally, PARC can provide
additional sports fields to better serve the many Salt
Springers from eight to 80 who enjoy soccer, baseball,
softball, tennis, football and rugby.

If all goes well, the sale will be finalized by the end of
2010. PARC’s 2011 budget will include funds for
preparation of the first facilities. At this point we hope Salt
Spring Islanders will step up to the plate, as always, and
assist with providing labour, equipment and materials to
help develop this long sought-after property.

A large majority of neighboring property owners have
been contacted and support this acquisition. PARC
encourages input  at their April 26 meeting. Please call
PARC at 537-4448 before April 20th if you wish to speak—
five minutes maximum please. 0
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P
ender Islands School parent advisory committee
summoned an athlete’s determination to send
almost every student to the Games. It all started at

a PAC meeting. 
Adults squeezed middle-aged bodies into kid-sized

chairs around low tables in the school library. The Pender
Islands School parent advisory committee meeting
worked through a typical agenda. Funding? Check. Hot
lunch program? Check. Playgrounds? Check.

Other business?
Jane Gregory remembers eight parents being at the

meeting. She was one of the new ones, as her eldest
daughter had just entered kindergarten. She felt a bit of
trepidation about speaking up.

‘I have this idea,’ she said.
The words came in a flood.
‘What a chance to inspire the kids. Work hard and you

can achieve your goals. Dream big.’
If we start now, she told them six years ago, we can raise

enough money to send every school-aged student on
North and South Pender Islands to the Olympics.

Her brainstorm was greeted by silence and arched
eyebrows. At first.

No one else had much thought of the upcoming Winter
Games, whose awarding to Vancouver had only just been
announced.

The verdict: Good idea. Hadn’t even thought about the
Olympics. Let’s go for it.

The planning soon began in earnest.
Today, Ms. Gregory, a single mother with two school-

aged children and a home-based business, said the idea
just popped into her head all those months ago.

‘How often does an Olympics happen in your own
backyard?’ she said.

She thought the
Islands' schoolchildren
would learn about the
world and about sports,
about different peoples
and strange languages, by
attending an Olympic
competition.

She is also a fan of the
athletes, who train
diligently and make great
sacrifices in trying to
achieve their dream.

'I think Olympians
make great mentors for
kids,' she said.

Ms. Gregory's own
exposure to the Olympics was limited to watching on
television every few years. She recalls the name Mark Spitz
from the 1972 Summer Games. Born in Amersham, a
market town in Buckinghamshire, northwest of London,
she had a peripatetic childhood, as her father, a salesman
of office equipment, transferred back and forth between
England and Canada.

These days, she sells goat's milk soaps and jellies made
from herbs she grows in her garden – dill, thyme, basil,
oregano, rosemary. You can find her at the Saturday
market, but if you want one of her famous sticky buns
you'd better get there early.

The first big fundraiser involved an car rally styled on
the television show ‘The Amazing Race’. Clues were
hidden in a treasure chest on a beach, as well as on Ms.
Gregory's mother's boat. Contestants even had to hula
hoop atop Mount Norman. The local Legion lent their pig-
roasting equipment. London Drugs donated a $3,500
entertainment centre as a prize (even though it does not
have an outlet on the islands), while Poets Cove Resort on

the south island kicked in with a free weekend with dinner.
The parent volunteers organized raffles, art auctions,

and a barbecue cook-off (a team of teachers prepared
vegetarian delicacies). Prizes ranged from a bushel of local
apples to an autographed Trevor Linden hockey sweater
to the chance to be a character in a crime novel by William
Deverell.

A pie-eating contest left 30 children looking like extras
in a Tide commercial.

Wheelchair basketball player Jennifer Krempien,
which, of course, rhymes with
champion, judged the cook-off. She
also brought her Paralympic gold
and silver medals, which thrilled the
students.

In the end, the parents raised
about $20,000.

They now had enough money,
only to learn Olympics tickets were to
be allocated by lottery, a system in
which only individuals, not groups,
could apply.

So, the parents organized a block
to enter.

By avoiding the most-in-demand
events, they hit the jackpot. They got
24 tickets to a men's hockey game

between Switzerland and the United States. They got 48
tickets to a women’s hockey game between Sweden and
Canada. They got 48 tickets to women’s curling. They got
96 tickets to sledge hockey. They got eight standing-room
tickets to the men's snowboarding finals at Cypress
Mountain.

About 160 students—the enrolment at the Pender
Islands Schools, the French immersion students who take
a daily water taxi to Salt Spring Island, and the children in
Spring Leaves the home-school (family centred learning)
program—were given a ducat. The remainder went to
parent chaperones.

Because accommodation was too expensive, it was
agreed to turn each visit into a day trip. That meant rising
at dawn to catch the 7:05 ferry to Mayne Island to Galiano
Island to Tsawwassen. The students packed a picnic lunch.
(Each student also brought a sleeping bag, as the
emergency plan was to stay at a church in Delta if they
missed the last ferry home.) They were met on the
mainland by the school bus, which then parked at the local

school ground closest to the competition.
The only snag—the cancellation of the snowboarding

tickets. Those student spent the day downtown enjoying
the Olympic atmosphere.

Ms Gregory and her eldest daughter Samantha, 12, a
Grade 6 student, who painted a red maple leaf on her right
cheek, attended the women's hockey match. Her youngest,
Melanie, 10, a Grade 5 student, cheered the Canadians at
curling.

Just about every school-aged student on Pender shared
the experience of attending the Olympics.

‘They got a memorable experience they'll take with
them for the rest of their lives,’ she said.

On the way back from the final event, Ms. Gregory told
a teacher she had another project in mind.

The 2012 Summer Games. In London. They'd better get
to work. Only two years left to do the fundraising.

At first, the teacher thought she might be serious.  0

This article first appeared in the Globe & Mail on March
25. 2010 CTVglobemedia Publishing Inc. All Rights
Reserved.

School stages Olympic-
sized effort to reach goal
Tom Hawthorn

Photo: Christa Grace-Warrick

Pender Islands’ ‘Spring Leaves’ home learners attended a Paralympic Games sledge hockey semifinal between Italy and the Czech

Republic at UBC’sThunderbird Stadium on Wednesday, March 17. The score, after an overtime shoot-out, was Italy 2, Czech Republic 3.

Extra-tropical cyclones 
expected on the west coast
Tony Merry
April 1, Weather Warning: the west coast of British

Columbia will be beset over at least the next month by a

series of extra-tropical cyclones. These extra-tropical

cyclones will arrive via waves of  ‘frontal depressions,’ a

meteorological term for low pressure areas. 

Cyclones will be accompanied by both warm and cold

fronts; the warm fronts will bring mild temperatures and

steady rain with the possibility of record-breaking

quantities. The cold fronts will not only be accompanied

by colder temperatures, but also showers, heavy at times

and generally stronger winds. Winds in extra-tropical

cyclones can reach hurricane force (speeds in excess of 64

knots or 118kph) especially off the North coast. 

The good news is that, the passage of a cold front will

often be accompanied by a short period of sunny weather. 

Now in case you are thinking that this is entirely some

kind of April Fools tale, I would respectfully suggest that

you look up, ‘Extra-tropical Cyclone.’ 0


